Work Group 1
Issues raised by the Executive Committee at Oct. 3 Meeting

Behavior Data
· Role of consumer behavior data and its importance with early adopters (possible crossover with Work Group #4 -- Marketing on behavioral research needs)

· Need to look at ways for consumers to make incremental changes or modify behavior (like turning heat down or off)
· High interest in data that determines what motivates people

· Some caution about looking into behavior
Load Shape Data
· Need for in-hour load shape data (not much research on this issue since 1980s)
Data
· Need to make clear distinction about what is out there now and what’s coming next
· Are there recommendations for regional-level research granular enough for the state and local level

· Opportunities available through collaboration on data.  Need to determine a prioritized list of actions and then determine who in the region is in the best position to accomplish those tasks.  Don’t need a new regional entity.

· Some of the barriers may actually be opportunities for the region

· Need to separate research that has regional benefit from local benefit

· Need to find those areas where the coordinated approach provides more value

· Does the data set need to be built and presented to see who will participate?

· Consider local data needs – not just tracked from the largest population areas

· Needs to be easy and available for others to use for their own needs

· Needs a feedback loop to local utilities or consumers to test the results

· Warning that if data is viewed as feeding a new mandate, fewer will participate

· How will we define success?  What is the performance measure?

· What is the most critical data not being collected today?
· How will doing something different make us better off?

· How will a regional approach add value?

RTF
· Could it be chartered into the Council with necessary funding similar to the California Energy Commission structure
· One comment about considering increasing RTF budget

· Another comment about not willing to bless the RTF as the central data collection point.  Who does it should remain an open question.
