GLOSSARY

The definitions in this list have no legal significance and are provided only for clarification of terms used throughout this document.

Adequate, efficient, economical, and reliable power supply, an 

Section 4(h)(5) of the Northwest Power Act requires the Council to develop a program to protect, mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the development and operation of the hydrosystem, "while assuring to the Pacific Northwest an adequate, efficient, economical, and reliable power supply". For a discussion of the meaning of this language, refer to pages 1-15 to 1-16 and Appendix C of the Council’s 1994Columbia River Basin fish and wildlife program, Council document, 94-55. 

Adfluvial 

Possessing a life history trait of migrating between lakes or rivers and streams. 

Alluvial 

Deposited by running water. 

Anadromous fish 

Fish such as salmon that hatch in fresh water, migrate to ocean water to grow and mature, and return to fresh waters to spawn. 

Aquatic habitat 

The water-based locality or geographic area in which a plant or animal species naturally lives or grows. 

Artificial production 

Spawning, incubating, hatching or rearing fish in a hatchery or other facility constructed for fish production. 

Biological diversity (biodiversity) 

Variety of plant and animal life co-existing in a specific habitat. In the Program, this term is used to refer to the variety of plant and animal life that existed prior to European development of the Columbia River Basin, OR to the variety of plant and animal life needed to maintain the focal species of anadromous fish, resident fish, and wildlife in a healthy population status under altered conditions.
Biological objectives 

Describes the combination of environmental conditions and associated population or community characteristics needed to achieve a stated vision(s) or goal(s). 

Conduit 

Restricted passageway such as a stream or smolt bypass system; smaller than a corridor. 

Confluence 

Junction or union of two or more streams; body of water produced by the union of several streams. 

Corridor 

Linear natural areas and habitats primarily reserved for wildlife needs. 

Ecological province 

Smaller geographic divisions of a basin. The Multi-Species Framework Project defined eleven separate provinces in the Columbia River Basin. 

Ecosystem 

The living and nonliving components of the environment which interact or function together, including plant and animal organisms, the physical environment and the energy systems in which they exist. 

Escapement 

Traditionally, the number of fish left alive after a fishery has occurred. Also, the number of salmon and steelhead that remain at  a specified point of measurement after all  harvest mortality has occurred. Spawning escapement consists of those fish that survive to spawn. 

Estuary 

The part of the wide lower course of a river where its current is met and influenced by the tides. 

Flow 

The volume of water, often measured in cubic feet per second, flowing in a stream. 

Flow augmentation 

Increased flow from release of water from storage dams. 

Framework 

A logical structure for recovery and mitigation measures, organized around a set of goals and objectives for the program and an explicit statement of the program’s scientific basis for linking management strategies to regional and local objectives. 

Habitat 

Locality or geographic area in which a plant or animal species naturally lives or grows during all or a portion of its life cycle. Anadromous species, for instance, occupy a series of distinct habitats during their life cycle. 

Harvest management 

The process of setting regulations for the commercial, recreational and tribal fish harvest to achieve a specified goal within the fishery. 

Implementation strategies, procedures and principles 

A set of brief statements which guide or describe broadly the kinds of actions that will maintain or move the system from its existing conditions to the needed conditions. 

Indigenous 

Native to the region. 

Mitigation 

The creation, restoration or enhancement of a natural resource in one area to compensate for human-caused loss of a similar resource in another area.. 

Morphology 

A study of the form and structure of animals and plants. 

Natural area 

A landscape unit composed of plant and animal communities, water bodies, soil and rock; largely devoid of human-made structures; maintained and managed in such a way as to promote or enhance natural ecological processes and functions.. 

Normative ecosystem 

An ecosystem where specific natural functions or standards that are essential to maintain diverse and productive populations are provided. 

Northwest Power Act 

The Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act of 1980 (16 U.S.C. 839 et seq.), which authorized the creation of the Northwest Power Planning Council and directed it to develop this program to protect, mitigate and enhance fish and wildlife, including related spawning grounds and habitat on the Columbia River and its tributaries. 

Passage 

The movement of migratory fish through, around, or over, dams, reservoirs or other obstructions in a stream or river. 

Plume 

The area of the Pacific Ocean that is influenced by discharge from the Columbia River, up to 500 miles beyond the mouth of the river. 

Resident fish 

Fish which normally spend their entire life cycle in freshwater. White and green sturgeon are classified as anadromous fish because they normally spend part of their life in the ocean, even though this movement is blocked for populations living upstream of Bonneville Dam. 

Riparian 

Relating to the banks of a water body. 

Spill 

Releasing water through the spillway rather than through the turbine units at hydroelectric projects. 

Vision 

Describes what the program is trying to accomplish with regard to fish and wildlife and other desired benefits from the river. 

Watershed 

A topographically discrete unit of a subbasin, including the headwaters, main channel, slopes leading from the channel, tributaries and mouth area. In the Columbia Basin, this is typically a 5th or 6th order Hydrologic Unit Code in the EPA river reach classification system.
Wetland communities 

Land areas where excess water is the dominant factor determining the nature of soil development and the types of plant and animal species living at the soil surface. Wetland soils retain sufficient moisture to support aquatic or semi-aquatic plant life.
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