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December 2, 2014




MEMORANDUM


TO: Council Members	

FROM: Pat Smith and Jim West, RTF PAC Co-Chairs	

Subject:	Regional Technical Forum (RTF) Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) Feedback on RTF Technical Considerations Around Quantifying The Health Impacts From Changes In Wood Smoke Emissions

Since July 2013 the RTF PAC has been following the work by the RTF, Staff, and technical consultant Abt Associates around the quantification and monetization of health impacts from reduced wood smoke emissions. This work was undertaken within the context of better understanding potential non-energy benefits (NEBs) resulting from installed energy efficiency measures. Because robust data exists for ductless heat pump installations, this was selected as the best representative measure for the study.

In separate memoranda, the RTF is informing the Council of their perspective on the technical considerations involved in quantifying the health impacts from changes in wood smoke emissions that may be attributable to specific energy efficiency measures, should the Council ultimately decide that such health impacts should be included in future cost effectiveness analyses. While the RTF PAC members discussed many of the same issues that the RTF worked through, the PAC sought to arrive at a consensus opinion and feedback that is relevant to its specific responsibilities regarding the RTF. The PAC is not making an independent recommendation on the topic of health benefits from reduced wood smoke emissions, nor is it commenting on the broader issue of the methodology for determining quantifiable environmental costs and benefits.



Feedback from the RTF PAC

The PAC agrees with the memo from the RTF to Council Members and makes several observations. The PAC notes that the memo addresses only wood smoke reductions from ductless heat pumps, and that each measure that interacts with the heating system would need to be assessed separately. Additionally, the PAC notes that while wood use estimates associated with ductless heat pumps rely on one of the RTF’s most robust data sets, wood use estimates for other RTF measures do not meet this same quality standard.

While the RTF PAC acknowledges that the work to date is consistent with the RTF Work Plan and priorities, it will monitor the impacts on the RTF budget should additional analyses be recommended. The $100K cost of this study is approximately 7% of the RTF’s annual budget, and the work to date has not resulted in a consensus opinion from the RTF as to whether the analysis is sufficient for quantifying changes in wood smoke. The issue is important and complex. Any significant investment to continue this line of study would be over and above the approved RTF budget and work plan.

The PAC will also monitor the impacts on the RTF Work Plan scope should additional analyses be recommended. The activities in the approved Work Plan are challenging and crucial, and fall directly within the technical expertise of RTF members. Most activities described in the methodology for quantifying health effects from wood smoke require expertise that is not part of the RTF’s capabilities or scope.

The RTF has operated with a high level of transparency around the work to quantify the health impacts associated with wood smoke reduction. For well over a year the RTF Staff has been updating the PAC on these efforts beginning with a heads-up that this was a topic of emerging importance, and following up with regular updates on the RTF’s consideration of the topic, the decision to engage an outside consultant for technical expertise, RTF budget implications, recommendations for the study approach, and results of the study. The PAC and stakeholders appreciate this level of engagement.

The PAC observed a range of opinions on the RTF around this topic. Similarly, PAC members expressed a range of opinions. This is not surprising given the significance of the policy implications from this issue. The RTF PAC looks forward to the continued regional discussions on this topic.

The RTF PAC appreciates the opportunity to provide this feedback.
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