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June 28, 2006 
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM: James Ruff, Manager, Mainstem Passage and River Operations 
 
SUBJECT: Overview of the Corps of Engineers’ Columbia River Fish Mitigation Project 
 
At the July 11-12, 2006, Council meeting in Missoula, Montana, I will provide the Council with 
a brief overview of the Corps of Engineers’ (Corps) Columbia River Fish Mitigation (CRFM) 
Project.  As part of this briefing, I will describe the overall purpose and authority of the CRFM 
Project, as well as relevant background information.  This briefing will also identify the primary 
focus of the CRFM Project, as well as review recent annual expenditures and Bonneville 
repayment obligations associated with the CRFM Project.  For example, it is estimated the Corps 
will spend about $85 million in FY 2006 on CRFM projects, while the President’s proposed FY 
2007 CRFM budget is $95 million.  Recently, the House Appropriations Committee mark-up of 
the Corps’ CRFM budget for FY 2007 was $85 million.  We won’t know the status of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee mark-up for some time. 
 
In addition, both the FY 2006 program highlights and the major fish passage projects and 
research proposed for FY 2007 will be reviewed.  Finally, I will describe the System 
Configuration Team’s process and schedule to establish CRFM Project priorities for FY 2007.   
 
 
__________________________________ 
 
w:\jr\ww\7-12-06 crfm briefing.doc 
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Columbia River FishColumbia River Fish
Mitigation (CRFM) ProjectMitigation (CRFM) Project

BPA repays “power share” of construction and BPA repays “power share” of construction and 
O&M costsO&M costs
Annual expenditures have averaged about $80 Annual expenditures have averaged about $80 
millionmillion
FY 2006 expenditure estimated to be $85 millionFY 2006 expenditure estimated to be $85 million
President’s FY 2007 budget was $95 millionPresident’s FY 2007 budget was $95 million
House Appropriations Bill recommends House Appropriations Bill recommends 
$85 million for FY 2007$85 million for FY 2007
Senate Appropriations Committee recommends Senate Appropriations Committee recommends 
$83 million for FY 2007$83 million for FY 2007
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SCT Process to Establish SCT Process to Establish 
FY07 CRFM Project PrioritiesFY07 CRFM Project Priorities--22

SCT will then prepare a ranked list (from high to SCT will then prepare a ranked list (from high to 
low priority) of CRFM projects with associated low priority) of CRFM projects with associated 
budgetsbudgets
Late in Fall 2006, Congress will appropriate funds Late in Fall 2006, Congress will appropriate funds 
for FY07 CRFM Programfor FY07 CRFM Program
SCT will meet to reconcile FY07 CRFM budget SCT will meet to reconcile FY07 CRFM budget 
and ranked list of CRFM projectsand ranked list of CRFM projects
FY07 is expected to be a transition year, i.e., FY07 is expected to be a transition year, i.e., 
mostly passage research and engineering studies to mostly passage research and engineering studies to 
determine major future implementation efforts at determine major future implementation efforts at 
Corps damsCorps dams
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Summary of 2004 ISRP Review of Summary of 2004 ISRP Review of 
AFEP Research ProjectsAFEP Research Projects

Last ISRP review of Corps’ AFEP research Last ISRP review of Corps’ AFEP research 
projects (part of CRFM) occurred in 2004projects (part of CRFM) occurred in 2004
ISRP review found that the AFEP:ISRP review found that the AFEP:
–– Was effective in using shortWas effective in using short--term results for term results for 

both policy decisions and planning new work;both policy decisions and planning new work;
–– Was in need of strategic multiWas in need of strategic multi--year research year research 

plans;plans;
–– Could benefit from a regular and timely Could benefit from a regular and timely 

independent scientific review of proposals.independent scientific review of proposals.



slide 13
Northwest

Power and
Conservation

Council

ISRP Review of CRFM ProjectsISRP Review of CRFM Projects

Staff is now working with the Corps to Staff is now working with the Corps to 
identify opportunities for, and scheduling identify opportunities for, and scheduling 
of, ISRP review of CRFM projectsof, ISRP review of CRFM projects
ISRP review would focus on scientific ISRP review would focus on scientific 
review of major studies or areas of study to review of major studies or areas of study to 
help guide future CRFM implementation help guide future CRFM implementation 
effortsefforts
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Potential CRFM Projects for Potential CRFM Projects for 
Future ISRP ReviewFuture ISRP Review

Snake River fall Chinook inSnake River fall Chinook in--river/transport river/transport 
study designstudy design
Surface bypass study designsSurface bypass study designs
Specific passage/survival study designs, Specific passage/survival study designs, 
e.g., spillway and turbine studiese.g., spillway and turbine studies
PostPost--BON survival & estuary study designsBON survival & estuary study designs
Improvements in survival study and tag Improvements in survival study and tag 
methodologiesmethodologies
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Action Items and Next StepsAction Items and Next Steps

Council discussion today on CRFM areas of Council discussion today on CRFM areas of 
interest/concern for preliminary ranking processinterest/concern for preliminary ranking process
Staff will identify and sort out areas of overlap Staff will identify and sort out areas of overlap 
between CRFM and BPAbetween CRFM and BPA--funded projectsfunded projects
Panel discussion at August meeting to present:Panel discussion at August meeting to present:
–– Revised criteria and guidelines for ranking processRevised criteria and guidelines for ranking process
–– SCT’sSCT’s prelim. ranking of FY 2007 CRFM projectsprelim. ranking of FY 2007 CRFM projects
–– FollowFollow--up on identifying potential CRFM projects for up on identifying potential CRFM projects for 

future ISRP review and scheduling for that reviewfuture ISRP review and scheduling for that review


