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RE Comments on the “Achlevable Savmgs” report Document 2007—07
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! write you today on behalf of the six million citizens throughout the Pacific salmon
- states-and across the nation collectively represented by the member groups of the Save
Our Wild Salmon (SOS) coalition. SOS is a nationwide coalition of conservatlon
organizatioris, commercial and sport fishing associations, businesses, river groups, and

_ taxpayer advocates _ all joined in a commitment to protect and restore Pa01ﬁc

Northwest wild sahnon and the communities that depend on thern S
SOS 18 pleased to offer these comments on the. draft report from the Northwest Power X
and Conservation Council ("Council") called “Achievable Savmgs A Retrospective
Look at the Northwest Power and Conservation Couricil’s Conservatlon Planning
Assumptions.” SOS also endorses the comments prev1ously submitted to you by the
NW Energy Coaht1on . _ oo ‘ ‘ -

'

targets set in the 5% Northwest Power and Conservatlon Plan (“Plan’ ). Accordlng to
your report, the region is acqu1r1ng conservation at a much faster pace than the Plan -
expected. This is good news to SOS since increased conservation jn the t region could
mean less reliance on the outdated and expenswe lower Snake River dams.,

.

Oddly, these conservatlon gains appear o have been made w1th little assmtance from

“ the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) which we know has not raised its
coriservation budget. But if others can ihcrease their pace of acquiring efficiency,

" BPA can too. However, unless the Council i 1ncreases the Plan's conservation target,
SOS fears that BPA and other utilities might ignore opportunities to save their
customers money by acquiring all available,.cost-effective conservation resources:

.For'this reason, SOS urges the Council to révise the Plan to increase the total 20-year
achievable conservation target by at least 30 percent and to Tevise the interim targets
accordingly. Even’ though the region is already acquiring conservation ahead of the

schedule set out n the plan, we need to set approprlate targets to ensure that that trendf

contlnues
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SOS is excited to leam that the Northwest reglon is greatly outpacmg the ‘conservation
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Sincerely, - © SRR

o Rhett Lawrence ) :
'Pohey Analyst T S

i T - - -,_‘ i C . . .f

"Asyou well know ‘the Counell’ s conservation targets are used by utilities around the Northwest as'a

guideline for their operations. Though these utilities may not simply appropriate the Council’s target

-as their own, it would certamly be a concern to them — and to their regulators and governing boards — - '
. if their programs” goals and progréss towards their- targets was significantly dlfferent ‘We believe - L
that to be reason enough to warrant rev131t1ng the Councﬂ’s targets T I A

Y
- .
2

’ Addltlonally, as noted in. the NW Energy Coahtlon comments, in the wake of [-937— whlch BPA has .

comimitted, tO meet and most utilities in Washlngton State are reqmred to meet — the targets are. mueh ¢

" more than simply advrsory benchmarks. And since we don’t know if the conservation | gains.are ‘ _
" resultlng primarily froin utilities not subject to I 937, it is all the more important for.the Council to R
~ revise its annual targets If the gains we have seen so far are marnly due to non-BPA’ and/or non= - o
' Washmgton ut111t1es 1ncreasmg the eonservatlon target should result in even greater strldes in that n
' dITBCtIOII o L :

‘-, ’ ) ' L
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~ Asyou know a 2002 study from the Tellus Inst1tute found over 3500 aMW of costﬁeffectlve energy
: efﬁmeney savmgs avallable by2020. The conservation gains we’ve seen so far glve credence, to that
. 1eport’s proj ectlons and make it clear that the resource potential is much greater than or1g1na115/ '
" projected in the 5" Plan. There is thus ample reason for the Councﬂ to increase the total 20-year ;o
‘ aehrevable conservatlon target by at Jeast 30. pereent and revise the mter1rn targets aecordmgly '

Thank you for the opportumty to subrmt these cornments and please do. not hesrtate to contact me 1f

R

.' youhaveanyfurtherquesnons R ST /
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