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Step 1 Call for amendment recommendations

Step 2 Call for public comment on the recommendations

Step 4 Seek public review and comment, hold hearings and 
consultations on draft amendments

Step 3 Review the recommendations and comments; prepare draft  
amendments

Step 5 Develop and adopt final amendments

Step 6 Develop and adopt findings and 
response to recommendations

Overview of Fish and Wildlife Program Amendment steps



Staff and Member tasks when recommendation 
period closes
• Post recommendations, request public comment on the recommendations.

• Share link with members: read recommendations

• Staff typically develops summaries of the recommendations, identifies issues.

• Hold work sessions to review the summaries, discuss the issues.

• Once comments are in, post and share with members. Incorporate into 
summaries and discuss issues, develop options for amendment.

• Draft amendments for amending the Program



Month Council meeting agenda items

February 11-12
(Portland)

• Program briefing
– Strategies and issues – Part Three
– Orientation to amendment webpage, process update

March 11-12
(Portland)

• Program briefing (topics flexible)
– Adaptive management
– Subbasin Plans

April 8-9
(Portland)

• Program briefing
– Implementation provisions
– Appendices

• Recommendation period closes April 17*
• Immediately release for public comment, 30-day public comment period
• Begin reading recommendations

May 13-14
(Pasco)

• All day amendment work sessions
*Will need multiple days: Extra work session likely May 28 (Webinar)

• Comment period closes May 30*

June 10-11
(Missoula)

• All day amendment work sessions
*Will need multiple days

July 15-16
(Portland)

• All day amendment work sessions
*Will need multiple days, Extra work session likely July 29 (Webinar)



Conduct Scenario Modeling: Assessing Needs, Testing Resource Strategies, 
Developing Strategy and Recommendations

Prepare draft 
Power Plan

Develop 
and adopt 

findings

Preparatory tasks, 
including develop letter 

calling for 
recommendations

Develop final amendmentsPrepare draft amendmentsAccept 
recommendations

Accept
Public 

comment 
on recs

Accept public 
comment, 

Hold hearings 
consultations

January 2025
Call for recommendations

Prepare modeling inputs: Load Forecasting, Generating Resource 
Options, Demand Side Resource Options

Est. September 2025
Release draft F&W Program

Est. April 2026
Adopt final amended Program

Est. June 2026

Power Plan Est. July 2026
Draft plan done, open 

public comment period

Est. end of 2026 
Adopt final plan

Public 
comment 

period

Final 
Plan

Est. February 2025
Official Power Plan Kick-Off

Est. June 2025 Est. April 2026 Two-month 
public 

comment 
period

DRAFT – SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Fish and Wildlife
Amendments

12 months total, milestones are estimates

May 30 , 2025
Comments due

April 17, 2025
Recommendations due



Upcoming important dates (planned)

• April 17, 2025 – Close of recommendation 
period

• April 18, 2025 – Open public comment on 
the recommendations

• May 30, 2025 – Close of comment period



Review amendment web page:
how to submit a recommendation



Submit a recommendation: 
Council home page (nwcouncil.org)



Submit a recommendation: 
F&W home page (nwcouncil.org/fish-and-wildlife)



Submit a recommendation: Amendments page

Easy to find at 
nwcouncil.org/amend 
which we’ve 
promoted in social 
media and Spotlight 
campaigns

https://www.nwcouncil.org/amend


Amendments page
“More resources” area



Submit a recommendation:
User side

1. Web users directed to nwcouncil.org/amend, “Submit a recommendation” 
area at the right.

2. Provide email, organization, and text comment or attach a file. Can reference 
specific Program topics, or provide a general recommendation.

3. When submitted, user receives an email confirmation that their 
recommendation has been received.

4. They’ll also be contacted when all recommendations are made public 
(shortly after April 17 deadline).

https://www.nwcouncil.org/amend


Online 
form



Email confirmation to user

Mon, Jan 27, 11:00 AM (2 hours ago)



Submit a recommendation:
 Council staff side

1. Staff review, organize, and prepare recommendations received.

2. When a new recommendation is received, staff assign (for internal 
organization):

a. Category (federal, state, tribe, environmental group, utility, individual, etc.)

b. One or more tags (generally match Program topics/themes)

c. Administrative notes (optional)

3. At the close of the recommendation period, an administrative record ID is 
assigned to each recommendation. All recommendations will then be 
published at nwcouncil.org/amend (next slide shows example from 2018).



Making 
recommendations 
available to public
Sample from the 
2018/2020 amendments 
process when all 
recommendations are 
made public and 
searchable by individual 
or organization.

https://app.nwcouncil.org/fw/program/2018amend/recs/
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