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PUBLI C HEARI NG
HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026
4.32 P. M
MR. GOLDEN: Wel cone everyone and thank
you for being here. M nane is KC Golden, I'ma

Washi ngt on nenber of the Northwest Power Pl anni ng
Council. M counterpart, the other Wshi ngton
menber, Les Purce is Vice Chair of the Council and
Is here wwth us, and this is the Yakim hearing to
col l ect your comments and gui dance on the Draft 2026
Fish and Wldlife Program

|'"'mgoing to read a fornmal statenent that
needs to be read into the record about what we're
doing here in just a second, but before | do that,
we have many of the staff who have hel ped craft this
program and put their very hard work and
considerable skill and talent to the wheel to
produce this draft and they're here with us tonight,
and | want you to -- to note themas well.

We have Rudy Sal akory visiting fromthe
great State of Oregon, staff to the Oregon Council
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Menbers. Kym Buzdygon, our Public Affairs Director,
Is in the back. Stacy Horton, Washington staff is
here. Kate Self, who you'll hear fromin just a
nonment about what we're up to, and who am | m ssing?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Sara. Peter and
Sar a.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Sar a.

MR. GOLDEN:. Peter Cogswell, Executive
Director, is here, and Sara Muunts fromthe
Washi ngton Staff. So that's us, and here's the --
the formal business, the little bit of fornmal
busi ness for tonight.

| would like to call this public hearing
to order. | already told you who | am And the way
we're going to do this tonight is that anyone
Wi shing to provide public comment should sign up on
the list provided at the back of the room W have
the first few signup sheets here already. Wen the
time conmes to hear your comments, 1'Il call people
up to testify in the order in which you're signed
up. Each person wll have four mnutes to speak.
Sara will help us keep tinme and nake sure we -- we
stay within limts.

We have a court reporter recording

everything. She is right there. And if you have
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any witten coments, it's -- wth you physically
here today, it's inportant you | eave those with her.
It's also inportant to spell your nane when you cone
up to make your comments, and I'Il|l help you renenber
that, so the court reporter gets themright. And
here is our statenent for the adm nistrative record.

Under the Northwest Power Act, the
Nor t hwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and
periodically anends a programto protect, mtigate,
and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the
devel opnent and operation of hydroelectric
facilities on the Colunbia River and its
tributaries. The current version of the programis
the 2014 Col unbia River Basin Fish and Wldlife
Programw th a 2020 addendum

The Council's in the process of anending
this Fish and Wldlife Programin a formal anendnent
process under the Act. W recently released the
Draft of the 2026 Fish and WIldlife Program The
Council's now at the stage of the anmendnent process
where we're -- we're receiving public comment on
that Draft Program The formal conmment period
extends until March 2, 2026.

Counci |l 's conducting public hearings |ike

this one to receive oral comments on the draft. W
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have the court reporter in attendance. The
transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all
Counci | nenbers and staff and will be included in
the adm nistrative record for this program anendnent
process. The Council is all -- also accepting
witten comments on the Draft Fish and Wldlife
Programuntil March 2nd, Instructions for howto
comment in witing are on the Council's website, and
you can al so ask any of the staff in the room about
how to do that.

And just to conclude the formal part of
this to say, you know, that's the -- that's the --
that's the formal thing. Public participation,
public comment, public transparency, public guidance
on what the Council does is not just a formality.

It is a legal requirenent, but it's also nmuch nore
t han that.

The Council was created in significant
part to get broader participation in these decisions
that affect us all, and | know that you all --
there's a ot going on out there, and there's a | ot
of demands on us as citizens right now, and so the
fact that you're here tonight and putting the car
and thought and attention into these inportant

decisions is very well appreciated, | know, by the
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Counci| nenbers and staff, and really truly is an
| nportant part of how we -- how we get to the final
program not just a formality.

So thank you so nuch for being here. And
now | want to turn it over to Kate to describe the
programa little bit.

M5. SELF: Thank you, Chair CGolden. And
good eveni ng, everyone, and welcone to this public
heari ng on the Northwest Power and Conservati on
Council's Draft 2026 Col unbia Ri ver Basin Fish and
Wldlife Program M nane is Kate Self, and | ama
Fish and Wldlife Programscientist with the
Council. | amgoing to give a short presentation on
the Council and the Fish and WIldlife Program and
then we'll open it up to you for public coment.

Wo we are. The Council was created by
Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to
give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power
pl anni ng and protecting fish and wildlife. The
Council is an interstate conpact agency representing
the basin states of |daho, Mntana, O egon, and
Washi ngton. The governors of each state appoints
two nmenbers, and we've got our great WAshi ngton
nmenbers here tonight as you just heard.

The Nort hwest Power Act requires the
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Council to develop with public participation a

regi onal power plan and a fish and wldlife program
Federal agencies including the Bonneville Power

Adm ni stration, the Bureau of Reclanmation, the Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers, and the Federal Enerqgy

Regul atory Conmm ssion all have | egal
responsibilities under the Act.

First, I'll briefly touch on our role in
power planning. The Council nust devel op a 20-year
regi onal power plan to ensure an adequat e,
efficient, economcal, and reliable power supply for
the Pacific Northwest. The Council considers how
much energy the region will need and what resources
are avail able to neet that need beginning wth
energy efficiency.

The Council's power plan guides Bonneville
Power Adm nistration's acquisition of cost-effective
resources. It also serves as an inportant technical
resource for the region. The power plan is reviewed
and revised every five years as well, and the draft
of the next power plan called the 9th Power Plan is
expected in md-2026, so this year. As wth the
Fish and Wldlife Program there will be multiple
opportunities for public comment on the power plan,

and we al so hope to hear fromyou at that tine.

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N DN D D MDD P P P PP,
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

HEARI NG HEARI NG February 04, 2026 10
93219

The Council's Fish and Wldlife Programis
updat ed about every five years as -- as you heard
based primarily on the recommendati ons fromthe
state and federal fish and wldlife agencies and
tribes along with other partners as directed by the
Nort hwest Power Act. The Fish and WIldlife Program
Is intended to protect, mtigate, and enhance all
fish and wildlife inpacted by the hydropower system
This includes onsite mtigation neasures at the dans
| i ke changes to flow and passage, and offsite
mtigation neasures |like habitat restoration and
artificial production or hatcheries.

The Council's Fish and WIldlife Program
has been in place for over 40 years. It is one of
the largest mtigation efforts in the world,
covering an area roughly the size of France. It has
grown and evol ved over tine based on the best
avai |l abl e science, and while progress is evident,
the Council recognizes that nore work remains to be
done.

Over the 40-year life of the Program
t here have been significant acconplishnents.

Changes to how the hydro system operates as well as
| nproved passage at dans has benefited both adult

and juvenile mgration. Habitat work has protected,
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restored, or inproved hundreds of thousands of acres
of | and across the region.

The Col unbi a Basin Water Transactions
Program has col | aborated with willing | andowners and
irrigation districts to keep water in streans when
fish need it, and artificial production prograns
support both conservation and harvest objectives.
Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and
mai nt ai ned to keep fish out of irrigation systens,
and that's just to nane a few.

Next, |I'll tal k about how the Fish and
Wl dlife Programgets updated. There are many steps
that we have to take to anmend the Fish and Wldlife
Program beginning with the call for recommendati ons
that went out to the region in January of 2025 and
t he subsequent public comrent period. W released a
Draft Programin Decenber of 2025, and we are now
accepting comments on that Draft until March 2nd of
this year. The Council's goal is to release a final
Fish and Wldlife Programin May of 2026.

We recei ved hundreds of recommendati ons
and thousands of comments during this amendnent
process, and the Council has considered themvery
carefully over the last six nonths. Over the course

of this review, sone topics seened to be of
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particul ar urgency or inportance to the region.

Priorities identified for the Draft
Program i ncl ude nmaki ng sure that assets and projects
have the funding they need to continue to function
and benefit fish and wldlife, having consistent and
stabl e hydro operations over a |longer period of tine
t hat keeps water noving, increases velocities, and
m nim zes fluctuations, assessing and managi ng
predation in the areas nost likely to increase
sal non and steel head survival, and continuing the
crucial habitat work that is a cornerstone of the
Council's Fish and Wldlife Program The Council is
al so placing particular enphasis at this tine on
coordinating with other relevant agencies to
I dentify sources of non-rate payer funding.

And with that, | just have a few rem nders
about tonight, and Menber Gol den, chair of this
hearing, already nentioned the sign-up sheets are
ri ght back here when you entered the room
Bat hroons are in the hallway, there is a water
cooler in the back with cups on the right if anybody
needs water.

And just a note, the court reporter here
Is positioned in the mddle of the room so in order

to get up to the front m crophone, it's probably
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easiest if you step out and wal k around the outside
and up through the front just to avoid the mddle --
the -- the court -- yeah. The -- the |abyrinth of
cords and the court reporter. Gve her her space.

And just one nore tine, can the staff in
the room pl ease rai se our hands just so if anybody
has questions at any tine, feel free to get up and
bend our ears. And a rem nder to be courteous to
both nenbers, staff, and everybody else in the room
tonight. We're really | ooking forward to hearing
your conments.

| know a | ot of people m ght have filtered
in after Menber CGol den started, and so | just wanted
to reiterate that there is a four-mnute comrent
period for each comment. |If you don't feel Iike
getting up in front of people and speaki ng tonight

but you do have sonething to say, there's also these

comment -- witten comment sheets in the back that
you're welcone to fill out and hand to us or, again,
we take comments online anytinme that you feel 1ike

submtting them

So I'll hand it back to you now.

MR GOLDEN: Thanks. And -- and as we
call our first people up, at the risk of saying this

one too many tines, | just want to tell you how
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| nportant your role in this process is. The -- the
Council was created at a nonent in our region's

hi story when we were experiencing a | ot of problens
associated with the fact that the decisions that are
in front of the Council now were not being nade in a
way that was accountable to the states, accountable
to the sovereign tribes of the region, accountable
to -- to you, the people. And that is very nmuch a
pur pose of the Act.

Kate -- Kate had the -- the two slides
that said what we do, one was the Fish and Wldlife
Program one was the Power Plan. This really is the
third and co-equal thing that we do is to engage all
of you in helping us craft the Fish and Wldlife
Program and -- and a plan that we can all be proud
of, be part of, and that genuinely serves our
I nterests, not just the interests of sort of the
prof essionals who -- who are paid to -- to nake
t hese deci si ons.

So very inportant part of the role. |
al so want to before | turn to our first commenter,
extend special thanks to the Yakinma Nation. W are
on their honeland. W are glad to have nmany of you
here, and we very nuch appreciate what you bring to

this table, too.
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Les, anything before we start?

MR. PURCE: No, M. Chair. Thank you all

for being here. This is what our work is all about.

Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: And our first commenter, isS
-- is it Aleen Kane?

M5. KANE: Ail een.

MR. GOLDEN: Ail een Kane.

M5. KANE: What do you call -- what --
what nane do you give a one-legged Irishman?

MR. GOLDEN:. What ever nane you tell us.

M5. KANE: \Whatever nane she |ikes.

MR. GOLDEN: Yeah. Kane's not bad.

M5. KANE: Okay. Well, | have to begin
wth the fact that | am-- ny nane is Al een Kane,
"' mfrom Yaki ma, Washington. Have |ived here for
close to 30 years. One of the nicest things about
Yaki ma and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is
salnon. | love to eat salnon, and | | ove to cook
sal non, and ny kids got sick of the stuff when they
were little.

But we need the sal non to be abundant.

They are a key species. Everything that can be done

to help them everything that can be done to keep

t he process accountable to the stakehol ders such as
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the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.
"' mnot an expert on how it happens. This is the
first tinme |I've ever spoken in front of the body,
but it's inportant we're -- not only is it

I nportant, it's inportant that it's done right.

And just basically salnon need to not only
be saved, they to be abundant. They were abundant
before white people cane up here, and they need to
be abundant again. Thank you very nmuch, have a good
eveni ng.

MR. GOLDEN: Aileen, can | ask you to
spell your nane for the court reporter?

M5. KANE: Yes. A-I-L-E-E-N. Kane, K-A-
N- E.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank -- thank you so nuch
for being with us.

M5. KANE: Thank you, too.

MR. GOLDEN:. There's a few peopl e signed
up who are signed up on the list but not as
testifying. |f anybody changes their m nd or gets
I nspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call
you up later, let nme know But our next person who
Is signed up to testify is a famliar soundi ng nane,
Margi e Van O eve.

MS. VAN CLEVE: H, there.
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MR. GOLDEN: And -- and pl ease do spell
your name for us.

M5. VAN CLEVE: MA-R-GI-E V-A-N CL-E-

V- E

H, nmy nane is Margie Van C eve. Thank
you for this opportunity to give testinmony. | live
here in Yakinma County. |I'ma rate payer as well as

the conservation chair for the Washi ngton chapter of
the Sierra CAub. | get ny power from Pacific Power.
Sal nron and steel head recovery in the
Col unbi a and Snake River Basins are inportant to ne,
which is why | support a very strong fish and
wildlife program The electric rates | pay are part
of the harmto the sal non and steel head in the
Col unbi a and Snake River Basins. So | also want
these rates to help mtigate that harm by making
I nvestnents in both the hydropower system and
prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower
system
| want BPA and our utility conpanies to --
to treat fish friendly power generation and
sust ai nabl e, abundant sal non and st eel head
popul ations equally. The Council needs to achieve,
not just have a goal, of five mllion fish. W've

had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from
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achieving it. | think we're further now than we
were when we start ed.

Towards that end, | urge you to adopt all
of the recommendati ons nade by the state and tri bal
fishery managers throughout the regi on whomthe
Counci | nust pay deference as required by the
Nort hwest Power Act. Especially the follow ng three
priorities. | know you guys have heard this, and
you're going to hear it sone nore.

El evated | evels of spill through August
31lst is a priority hydropower operations neasure.
The wild juvenile sal non and steel head that out
m grate through August nmake up a di sproportionately
| arge share of wild adults that return to the
Col unbi a and Snake Rivers. |Increased spill is
necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these
wi | d and natural stocks and allow the generati onal
popul ation gromh that's necessary to recover
heal t hy and abundant fisheries.

We really need detailed and explicit
accountability nmeasures especially linked to the
Bonnevill e Power Adm nistration's responsibility to
achi eve programgoals with a whol e of governnent
approach and to address all necessary hydropower

nmeasures in the 9th Power Plan. These nust be
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detailed and explicit accountability nmeasures that
are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in
many years past regarding sal non and steel head
recovery.

Pl ease acknow edge the Lower Snake River
Dam renoval is a necessary neasure in the final 2026
Fish and Wldlife Program The inclusion of the dam
breached scenario with acconpanyi ng anal ysis nust be
part of the 9th Power Plan. Established science
clearly denonstrates that renoving those four Lower
Snake River Dans is a necessary action to -- to
achieve the five mllion fish goal and will have the
single largest inpact on the recovery of sal non and
st eel head stocks in the Colunbia and Snake Rivers.

Thank you for your tinme and patience.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you so nuch, Margie.

MS. VAN CLEVE: Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: And thanks to the Club for
all your'e doing. Wuld you | eave your witten
coments with the court reporter?

M5. VAN CLEVE: They're scribbly, but |
can do that.

MR. GOLDEN:. That's fine. That -- that --
t hat worKks.

THE REPORTER: That's okay. Thanks so
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much.

MR. GOLDEN: She's used to it.

Suki Smaglik. And in addition to spelling
your name, you can correct ny m spronunciation
before you cone up.

M5. SMAGLIK:  Oh you pronounced it well,
but I wll spell it for you. And | forgot to grab
m ne out of the printer, sol'mtrying to do it from
the notes | just nade here. So, yeah, ny nane is
spelled S-U-K-I, SMAGL I K So Suki SmagliKk.

|'"'m here to share why sal non recovery and
a strong fish and wldlife programmtter to ne. |
live in Estes. | noved here about nine years ago
fromWonmng. |'ma rate payer and -- well, I'ma
t axpayer too, but a rate payer and utility custoner
of Pacific Power. | and nmany other rate payers in
our community want the Bonneville Power Authority
and our utility conpanies to prioritize fish
friendly power generation and sustai nabl e, abundant
sal non and steel head popul ati ons.

So | have lived along the Snake R ver and
its tributaries for several decades. Fromthe
headwat ers in Wom ng through Idaho Falls and now in
Yakima. |'man independent environnental educator

wth over 40 years of experience, and this is always
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a subject presented in ny classes.

As an earth scientist, | support
hydr oel ectric power, in other words, gravity power,
as a clean energy source next to that of wi nd and
sol ar energies. However, in the hundred years that
we have been building these big dans in this
country, we've learned a lot. And we've |earned how
much we have damaged the environnent with them

So what | would [ike to see is sone new
| deas, sone new engi neering, sone new dans that can
provide us with power and not destroy the habitat
that they're placed in. So there are a couple
t hi ngs that happen when we haul back water that
happen in the riparian area of -- and change the
ecol ogy of the river.

The increases in the anount of silt held
back increases the elevation of the reservoirs
t heref ore decreasi ng the oxygen flow and -- and
decreasing the tenperature, and they decrease the
amount of new material that is essential for
downstreamriver health leading to less fish, |ess
wldlife habitat, and potentially nore flood events.

These dans al so serve as a barrier to fish
and wildlife mgration and in sone cases destroy the

fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through
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that damenvironnent. |It's tinme to take a | ook for
new t echnol ogi cal and -- excuse ne, and engi neering

solutions to the danage caused by |arge river dans

and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate

cl ean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and
cultural life of the rivers.

To achieve the Council's five mllion fish
goal, | urge you to adopt all of the recommendati ons
by the state and tribal fishery managers in the
region. Use the science. To whomthe Council mnust
pay deference to requiring -- required by the
Nor t hwest Power Act including the three priorities.
And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're
| nportant to get in the record as many tines as
possi bl e.

Keep the elevated | evels of the spil
t hrough August 31st as a priority and hydropower
operations. WId juvenile sal non and steel head t hat
out mgrate throughout August nmake up a
di sproportionately |arge share of the wild adults
that return to the Colunbia and Snake Rivers.

I ncreased spill is necessary to protect the genetic
diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the
generational population gromh that is necessary to

recover healthy and abundant fisheries. Detailed
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and explicit --

MR. GOLDEN: 30 seconds, Suki. Sorry.

M5. SMAGLIK: Ch that's it? Okay.

MR. GOLDEN: No. No. 30 seconds.

M5. SMAGLI K. Oh, okay. Detailed and
explicit accountability neasures especially |inked
to the BPA responsi ble to achi eve the program goal s
and acknow edge the Lower Snake River Damrenoval as
a necessary neasure in the final 2026 Fish and
Wldlife Programinclude an anal ysis of breached
dans scenario and in the 9th Power Pl an.

And t hank you very nmuch for us being
al l owed to speak out.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks so nmuch, Suki. You
can just | eave your phone with the court reporter.

M5. SMAGLIK:  Yeah, right. | submtted
this online, so we're good.

MR. GOLDEN: Susan Flemng is up next.

M5. FLEM NG Oh. |'m Susan Fl em ng, but
| didn't sign up.

MR. GOLDEN: OCh, | see. Not to testify.
Let nme know if you change your m nd.

Anot her Van O eve, David Van C eve.

MR. VAN CLEVE: Hello. M nane's David
Van Cleve, and | live in Selah. M -- ny public
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utility is Pacific Power. |I'ma -- | outdoor --

| i fel ong outdoor recreationist and canoeist. \Wen |
cane to Pacific Northwest al nost 35 years ago, first
river | ran had hundreds of sal non every day.
Hundreds. | nean, all day. | could spend all day

| ooki ng at fi sh.

Now, | haven't been able to do that again
ever. | renenber that day fondly, it's burned into
my nmenory. | -- therefore, | care about sal non and

all actions necessary to recover the fish. And |
want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly
power to get abundant salnon. | trust the state and
tribal fishery managers nore than the federal
process which tends to sacrifice fish for power.
These managers -- these nmanagers, the
tribal and state fishery managers, say that
significant spill is needed to continue until August
3lst. The spills are needed to preserve the genetic
diversity of the fish. The -- it doesn't nmake sense
to not plan for renoval of the Snake Ri ver Dans.
W' ve been -- the six sovereigns have been working
on renoving the Snake R ver Dans for 35 year -- plus
years. The Sierra Cub has been working on it for
35 plus years.

This adm nistration totally reversed
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t henmsel ves. The next adm nistration is going to
reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the
process and plan for it. And the power fromthe
Snake Ri ver Dans can easily be replaced by sol ar,

wi nd, and energy efficiency. | built my house 26
years ago. |'man engi neer and energy nerd. |'ve
reduced nmy power usage by half in 26 years. 22,000
kil owatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per
year.

Every tine | replace an appliance, ny
energy use goes down. The list thing | did was put
a hybrid heat punp in it and it saved ne 2,000
kil owatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost ne
anynore. Pacific Power gave ne a rebate that nade
It equal. So you need to plan for the renoval of
t he Snake Ri ver Dans.

| urge you prioritize the recovery of fish
in this plan. W need to have a choice or have an
alternative. Please choose the alternative that is
best for fish.

MR. GOLDEN: David, thank so much. Could
you spell your nane and -- for the court reporter?

MR. VAN CLEVE: David, DDA V-1-D, V-A-N C
L EVE

MR. GOLDEN: And if you would | eave those
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notes too that'd be great.

Thanks so nmuch. And | m ssed John Littel.
How could | do that? Good eveni ng, John.

MR, LITTEL: M nane is John Littel. J-O
HN LI TTEL.

Good evening. M nane's John Littel. |I'm
a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and |I'm
here to share why sal non recovery and strong fish
and wldlife programmatter to ne. |'ma rate payer
and | get ny power from Puget Sound Energy, and |
want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish
friendly power generation and sustai nabl e, abundant
sal non and steel head popul ati ons.

| love al ongside the Yakima River, and |I'm
a river rafter and fisherman. |'m also a vol unteer
in the river restoration work happeni ng on the
Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the
upper Kittitas County. Working al ongsi de dedi cat ed
people fromthe Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish
and Wldlife, and the m d-Col unbia fisheries
enhancenent group, | have | earned how si npl e,
concrete strategies like building large, log traffic
structures and beaver dam anal ogues hel p to recharge
the fl oodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and

create new channels for the river.
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O consequence then is recovered and
expanded sal non and bull trout habitat and newly
establ i shed cottonwood riparian zone | andscapes in
the floodplain. |It's remarkabl e | andscape changi ng
wor k, and | encourage you to visit the Teanaway and
see it for yourselves. The Teanaway along with Gold
Creek, the Kachess River, and the e Elum R ver are
the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself
a tributary of the Col unbi a.

And right now, just a short distance
downriver fromwhere we are neeting tonight at the
confl uence of the Yakim and the Col unbia, a
historic restoration project is nearing conpletion.
The deconstruction of the Batenman |sland Causeway
freeing a major channel in the Col unbia and
restoring a significant piece of sal non habitat.

So it's especially inportant today that
we're neeting to advocate for the adoption of your
new Fish and Wldlife Plan. To achieve the
Council's five mllion fish goal, | urge you to
adopt all of the recommendations by the state tri bal
fisheries managers throughout the region including
the following three priorities:

One, elevated levels of spill through

August 31 as a priority hydropower operations
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nmeasure. Increased spill is necessary to protect
the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks
that all ow generational population growh that is
necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.

Two, detailed and explicit accountability
measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility
to achi eve programgoals. And three, acknow edge
Lower Snake River Damrenoval as a necessary neasure
in the final '26 Fish and Wldlife Program and
I ncl ude an anal ysis of dam breached scenarios in the
9t h Power Pl an.

Renovi ng the Lower Snake River Dans wil |
have the single |largest inpact on the recovery of
sal non and steel head stocks in the Col unbia and
Snake Rivers. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks so nuch, John. It's
great to see you.

MR LITTEL: You too.

MR. GOLDEN: Ckay. Josh Lozano is it?

"msorry. Just one second. Wat's your
name?

M5. COLFAX: Yvonne. You want -- 1'Ill go
first.

MR. GOLDEN: Ckay. Yvonne, you're up.

M5. COLFAX: Good evening. M nane's
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Yvonne Colfax. Y-V-OONNE GCOL-F-A-X I'ma
menber of Yakima Nation. |I'ma treaty fishernman and
a rate payer. | was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in

Celilo Village. It is always called ny hone. And
the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls
where the fish traveled to.

['"I'l remenber the people' s faces that
fished and lived in Celilo. [I'll renenber the roar
of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water. |'l]|
remenber the mst, the sweet snell of vegetation
that the water hel ped grow. At night, it was a
sight to see a nunber of bats flying around. All
this is a nmenory. 1It's all gone today.

We as Indian people thrive by our
religion, religious beliefs, custons, and culture.
As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all
we need. We are fortunate that our ancestors
reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise
our animals. Qur way of |ife and our paths are not
told very well in history. In fact, we were deened
as I ndian problens by the federal governnent and
ot hers.

W were portrayed as | ess than human who
got in the way of progress all across the country.

| ndi an renoval cane in many forns to make way for
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progress, renoval being the worst of all. Another
way was to take away our food source, being the
salnmon and wildlife we depend on. |f one studies
the history, the creation of the Northwest Power
Act, there is no description of the Indian in there
except the need to flood Celilo Falls. It's a

hi story of formation and the establishnment of PUD
and co-ops.

Qur water was seen as profitable, and the
wat er needed to be taned and controlled. Qur river
has made politicians, devel opers, financiers,
busi nessnmen mllionaires off the Pacific Northwest
resources. W as people have thrived and are still
here and we have nothing left. Qur water is scarce
as well as the fish and wildlife. W depend on
nature for us to thrive.

| can never abandon the Col unbia R ver,
because all ny ancestors are buried along the river
and under the waters. |'mgoing to reviewthe
Draft. |'mhere today just to give a general
comment, but | want to | ook at the Draft docunent as
| find that the English | anguage has many neani ngs,
and they can be interpreted in many ways, and |
sonehow just don't trust things.

And 1'd |i ke to say thank you for hearing
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nmy comments. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you for all of your
power ful words.

Josh Lozano, Benton REA. Thanks for being
wi th us, Josh.

MR. LOZANO That's going to be a tough
act to follow. Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H L-OZ-A-NO

M. Chairman, Vice Chairman, nenbers of
the commttee, ny nane is Josh Lozano. | serve as
the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA. W're
an electric co op, we're a nonprofit. W've got
about 12,000 nenbers, nmany of those here in Yakima
County. We used to serve the Yaki ma Reservation as
well, and we sold that part of the service territory
to Yaki ma Power years ago. And so we recognhi ze and
appreci ate serving the tribal nations.

As a consuner owned el ectric co-op, |
think we provide a little bit of a unique
perspective on this particular matter. W get about
60 percent of our power fromhydro in the State of
Washi ngton. Benton REA, our -- our fuel mx is 80
percent to 85 percent hydro. And so we val ue that
resource very mnuch.

And as power public entities through the

rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Adm nistration,
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those rates also go for fish mtigation. So 60
cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in

t hrough power revenues is used for purchasi ng power,
transm ssion services. And 16 cents of every dollar
t hat Bonnevill e spends goes towards fish mtigation,
fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking

sal non fromone damto the next.

And so -- and |'ve seen firsthand sone of
the research that has gone into fish mtigation
practices, U S. tax dollars through the Depart nent
of Energy. And science there says that about 90 to
95 percent fish survivability fromone damto the
next. And so | recognize that you have a chal |l enge
ahead of you, and it's that balance of this
bi ol ogi cal, inportant work, but bal ancing the
affordability and power in the State of Wshi ngton.
The reliability of power in the State of Wshi ngton.

And so | woul d caution against prematurely
| ooki ng at the renoval or breaching of the Lower
Snake River Dans. You're tal king about 1,000
average negawatts of power that we get fromthose
facilities. 3,000 negawatts in capacity that we
need in the winter and in the sumer. And so we
shoul d be very cauti ous about studying breaching

premat urely.
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And so | appreciate the work that you've
done and -- and I would just offer that from-- from
a -- a custoner of Bonneville who utilizes that
resource fairly heavily. Energy reliability remains
a core public interest for rural communities, for
our famlies, for our farmers, for our businesses,

t hey depend on power fromthe Col unbia River power
system and in -- as an electric co-op, it is our
job to make sure the we provide that power in a way
that is reliable and affordabl e and cl ean.

The State of Washi ngton has a nmandate to
be 100 percent clean by 2045, and so eval uating
t aki ng megawatts out of the systemthat are clean
energy negawatts puts us in jeopardy of not neeting
our climate -- Clean Energy Transformati on Act
comm tnment of being 100 percent clean. And so again
| woul d caution about |ooking at anything that we do
t hat woul d renove negawatts fromthe system And,
again, | recognize that there has to be a bal ance,
and part of that balance is the -- the dollars that
public power puts into fish mtigation.

And so | woul d encourage the Council as
well to evaluate future recommendations with a
conprehensi ve system wi de context in mnd | ooking at

all external drivers such as ocean conditi ons,
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predati on, and harvest |evels. Recognizing both the
progress that has been nmade and the nultiple

I nfluence -- influence and factors that are

I nvol ved.

MR. GOLDEN: And 30 seconds, Josh.

MR. LOZANG Thank you. | appreciate --
appreciate the tine. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks. Thanks for turning
out, Josh.

THE REPORTER: Can | get that statenent
fromyou? And then Yvonne, can | get that statenent
fromyou too, please?

MR. GOLDEN: And next up is Larry Pryor.

THE REPORTER: Hold on just one nonent.

MR. GOLDEN: Wel cone, Larry.

MR. PRYOR Thank you. H . M nane's
Larry Pryor. | live here in Yakim, Wshington. |
wear a nunber of different hats. Today | want to
briefly to an introduction of a new system we have
that's pertinent to the long termplanning. | want
to speak as a recreational fisherman and as an
advocat e.

First, briefly I can only but a few
m nutes, we've been devel opi ng a prototype

| ndependent hatchery system that has applications
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for a nunber of your different partners, whether it
tribal. The second thing | want to talk about is
NGO and that | don't have enough tine to really
i ntroduce it, but it -- but it is pretty
substanti al .

MR. GOLDEN:. Do give it tous in witten
conment s.

MR. PRYOR Right. And that -- you can
| ook at it at nwf.fish.

Secondly, | want to tal k about npbst -- so

| want to conplinment the Northwest Power Counci l

over the years of your -- your efforts in fisheries.

That's nostly what | want to speak on is fisheries.
| -- and that are your partners here, a |lot of

Yaki ma tri bes, Nec Perce tribes, and that | get
around to a nunmber of different hatcheries

t hr oughout through nmy | earning curve.

One of the things |I'mgoing to conmment on
here quickly is when | get into tribal hatcheries,
will ask -- | have a nunber of different key
questions. One of the questions | ask is what are
your terns, goals. Wien | get into tribal
hat cheries |ike Yakima, Nec Perce, | get clear,
distinct answers in that as a matter of fact,

everything -- if | had to comment, everything that
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they do is about managi ng towards adult returns. |
get into other state and federal hatcheries and
utility hatcheries, and | get a blank | ook that we
only -- but the answer is, well, we produce X anount
of fish, not towards adult returns.

One of ny comments in review ng your
Draft, you have set |ong-term standards of SARs t hat
you -- the 2 to 6 percent goals that you pronote
wth. However, a nunber -- one of the things
| ooki ng through the Draft is is that you tal k about
a lot of other not partners but other participants
in the Colunbia River fisheries. They don't hold
t hose sane standards and that that needs to change,
you know, that -- that their standard is a
producti on nodel and not an adult return nodel, and
that that standard needs to change.

Lastly, I'm-- |I'"ma advocate. |'ma pain
in the butt, but I -- 1 fish over on the Cowitz

Ri ver which is a mtigated hatchery from Tacona

Power, and that -- while it's in the | ower basin
bel ow Bonneville, it still contributes to the | ower
river fisheries. [|'ll tell you that their SARs are

terrible, and when | talk to them and just
yesterday, | was bringing this up, if the Northwest
Power -- at their FDC neeting that the Northwest
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Power Council has long-term sets of standards of 2
to 6 percent SARs, why aren't you doing that, why
aren't you defining success that way, and why aren't
you setting those goals.

They wll tell nme tinme after tinme again
that -- we just have to neet our -- for licensure
settlenment agreenent. M point in this is that you
have | everage over groups like that. 1I1t's not just
Tacoma Power, but it is other utilities that are up
and down the Colunbia R ver. Tacoma Power purchases
70 percent of their power that they resell to their
-- their rate payers, while the Cowlitz is probably
nostly paid for by their fisheries -- their -- their
-- their dans and the power generated there.

But -- but they're still buying 70 percent
power from Bonneville Power. Wy aren't they held
to the sane standard that you are hol di ng yourself
to? You have that |everage here about saying, no,
wait a mnute here. And the sanme with the other
utilities here. Those -- you know, getting those
fol ks to change to an adult return goal here and
setting the standards what yours -- you've been
setting for long-termof 2 to 6 percent SARs.

So their -- their SAR goals should be

substantially higher, the sanme that your tri bal
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menbers are beating and exceeded.

MR. GOLDEN: Tine's -- tinme's up there
Larry. You --

MR. PRYOR  Funding -- funding for NGO is
one thing I didn't get the chance to touch on. Non
-- non governnental organizations, that's why that
primarily have been doing habitat, but there are a
nunmber of people that want to do suppl enentation
prograns, but funding is always an issue for that.
There used to be quite a few of them around. They
have vani shed, but there are sone that want to cone
back and do prograns, and we'd |like to do one here
in the future here with a simlar programhere on
the Yakima, but that's in the future. Thanks.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you, Larry, for sharing
your expertise. Please do give us the rest in
witten comments.

And next up is Matt Fairbank. And that
will be foll owed by M chael Barrow.

Wel cone, WMatt.

MR. FAI RBANK:  Thank you. Thank you for
the opportunity to give public testinony. |It's
great to be --

MR. GOLDEN: Spell your nane for us.

MR, FAIRBANK: Matt, MA-T-T, F-A-I-RB-A-
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N- K.
So I"'m Matt Fairbank, | live here in
Yakima, and |'ma Sierra CAub nmenber. | ama rate

payer with Pacific Power, and | support sal non
recovery. The U S. Federal Governnent and states
have i nportant obligations to protect and boost
salnmon runs to keep sal non available for native
fisheries and forest health. The vehicle for the
obligations to be net include the Northwest Power
and Conservation Council .

The nutrients on our ocean only nake it
back -- only make their way back to our forest
t hr ough sal non bodi es which feed the aninmals and
pl ants that keep our forests strong and diverse.
Havi ng rivers that support sal non and steel head are
essential to keeping this viable, natural resource
and tasty dinner option vibrant and plentiful.

G eat successes with renoval of danms in
the Northwest, the -- along the Elwha, Wite Sal non
Ri ver, and Klamath Rivers, and habitat recovery with
-- such as wood fiestas in our |ocal creeks, the e
Elum R ver helix outflow tower, the Tieton R ver
site channel building that just took place | ast
spring, culvert renoval, and beaver encouragenent

are -- and so many efforts are great steps to that
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recovery effort.

But the work that you do with the Counci
Is essential, and | really strongly encourage you to
keep that five mllion salnon return goal, keep the
water flowi ng at the higher rates needed for the
outflow ng juvenile sal non until August 31st,
followng the -- and the recommendati ons of state
and tribal fisheries are really inportant to naking
t hat sal non recovery possi bl e.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak

t oday.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks so nuch for com ng
out, Matt.

And next up's M chael Barrow. Wl cone,
M chael . Pl ease spell your nane for us.

MR. BARROWN Sure. |It's Mchael Barrow.
That's B as in boy, ARROW And |I'mfrom
Ell ensburg. I'mwth the Center for Transboundary
Marine Resource Managenent. And |'mhere to talk
about and bring attention to the fact that there's
sone maj or om ssions in your plan, and that has to
do with offshore takings of salnon, at-sea takings
of sal non.

The ki ng sal non, steel head, Chum sal non

fromthis systemall mgrate into the Russian zone.
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They migrate -- the kings go up the coast through

Al aska, and then to Russia. The steel heads go
straight across to Northern Japan and work their way
back and as well as the Chuns, they're the |ongest
mgrating salnmon in the world. They go straight
across and Northern Japan, Kinchaek, then cone

ar ound.

In that mgration, they're very vul nerable
to being taken by at-sea traw ers, specifically
Russian trawl ers. And even though we have
anadr onous agreenents wth themthat -- anadronous
fish agreenents, currently since the war in Ukraine,
t hey have not been conpliant with those. W have no
transparency, we have no enforcenent. Mjor
taki ngs. W have mmj or | eakage of these val uabl e
resour ces.

And but there will be a solution. The
solution when the war in Ukraine is ended, we can
negotiate with the Russians to go back so we can
protect our fish. W have incentives. They want
our market, we have | everage to get them conpliant
to protect our fish. | would urge you to
participate in that process. W work -- we're
working with the Wiite House, the Departnent of

State, Departnent of Commerce, and Congress to put
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this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have
to protect our sal non.

Eventual |y, we're |ooking at potentially
co managenent with the Russians on these
transboundary fish. There is a precedent for that
currently. That's with the Norwegians. They co-
manage Wi th the Russians on cod that go from Norway
to the Witie Sea. W have a | ot nore species that
we have to co-manage with them

But, we there is maj or | eakage and | oss
goi ng on because of this, fromthis system and |
woul d urge you to start participating in that
process and protecting your fish at sea. Thank you
very nuch.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks so nmuch for joining
us, Mchael. Mich appreciated.

MR. BARROW You bet.

MR. GOLDEN: And Leland Bill is with us |
t hi nk. Thanks, Lel and.

MR BlILL: Hello, can -- can you hear ne?

Sorry. Thank you for this tinme, Power
Counci | .

Hello, ny nane is Leland H Bill, and I am
an enroll ed nenber of the Yakinma Nation. |

currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of
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our reservation. | lived, fished along the Col unbi a
River for 11 years. | aman energy rate payer to
Pacific Power. |I'mtrying to get into Yaki ma Power

as the Benton REA guy sai d.

Interested in having healthy and abundant
sal non and steel head popul ations in the Col unbia and
Yaki ma Basins. | currently serve as our Yakim
Nation CGeneral Council Chairman for the people. |
understand that it may increase our electricity
rates. | understand that Pacific Northwest is |ower
than the rest of the country, and we do not do
enough for the sal non.

| believe Yakima Nation and this Power
Counci| have been working together for years on
heal t hy and abundant sal non runs in the Col unbia and
Yaki ma Basins. Qur Yakima Nations fishery prograns
have devel oped sone of our hatcheries and natural
habi tat projects for years. Qur council works on
funding for these projects to happen, and we are in
agreenent in many | ocal agencies restoring the fish
for better returns.

This plan is not only a benefit to us as a
nation. It also benefits the state too. | amhere
to support the Northwest Power and Conservation

Council as a deeply concerned nenber of Yakinma
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Nati on hoping that the Northwest Power and
Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and
Wldlife Programthat includes the full range of
robust, actionable, and accountabl e nmeasures
necessary to achieve the Council's |l egal obligation
of five mllion fish returning to the Col unbia River
in the next five to ten years and make an account --
actionabl e progress for rebuilding sal non and

st eel head st ocks.

It is ny hope that the Yaki ma Nation and
t he Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation
Counci |l continue to support the fish managers'
conpr ehensi ve recommendati ons to hel p achieve this
goal of five mllion salnon returned to Col unbi a
River. | hope they both keep the inclusion of all
of the state and tribal recommendations in the final
program

| thank you for hearing ne on this matter,
and however | can assist you, please reach out.
Thank you for your tine.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you so nmuch for being
wth us. It's an easy nane to spell, but would you
spell for her? Onh, okay, is it on there? Go ahead.

MR BILL: It's -- it's on there.

THE REPORTER |I'mtyping it.
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MR. BILL: Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you so nuch.

And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.
Uncl ear whet her you wanted to testify. Welcone.

MR. EBERHART: | always bring a stopwatch.

MR. GOLDEN: The consci ous comment or.

MR. EBERHART: Thank you. M nane is
Ur ban Eberhart. That's, URB-A-N E-BERHART.
| manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the
upper Yaki ma Basin. Thank you all for making the
trip here to the Yaki ma Basin which was historically
the second | argest contributor of sal non and
steel head to the Colunbia River system annual ly just
behi nd the Snake Ri ver system

| have been working on water issues here
in the Yakima Basin for nore than the past 40 years.
Tom O une from BPA, way back then we were worKking
with him W first were -- we passed our Yakima
Ri ver Basin Water Enhancenent Project Act in 1979,
and the very first thing we did was go in and
rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of
the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA
t hen under the Fish and Wldlife Program

Then -- that was phase one, and phase two,

under the sanme program this program previous
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versions, we were able to screen the smaller

di versi ons throughout the Yakima Basin and have done
really trenmendous things together with our
partnerships with nultiple federal agencies, also
BPA and state agencies, the tribes, |ocal
governnents, and NGOs, irrigation districts. You
know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're
all working together here.

And this Fish and Wldlife Programis a --
Is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to
be a key part of it. The great work that was done
I n Manastash wi th BPA assi stance through the Power
Council and nultiple different tributaries. W are
now working to achi eve the goals of a healthy
ecosystem and a heal thy econony into the next
hundreds of years for those fol ks that were from
bef ore, those of us that are here now, and those
that are in the future.

So we have irrigation districts, tribes,
fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and
this programhas and will continue to help us do it.
| -- our we were also -- we're part of the
Col unbi a Basin col |l aborative process which is now
t he Col unbi a Basin partnership process, and we

really appreciate you including the collaborative
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goals in this. That is really what we're doing here

i n the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do
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t hr oughout the Col unbia River Basin together.

So thank you for being here, and many
pieces of this draft will be able to help us
continue to succeed into the future. So thank you
very nmuch. Good to neet you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you very nuch. And
t hanks for your great work.

MR. EBERHART: Ch, and ny tiner.

MR. GOLDEN: Onh, yeah.

MR. EBERHART: Ha. Axed the tiner.

MR. GOLDEN: Athena Tanbarillo. Here,
right? Athena, are you with us? H . Wl cone,
At hena.

M5. TAMBANI LLO.  Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Spell your nane for us,
pl ease.

M5. TAMBANILLO My nane is Athena
Tanmbarillo. That's AAT-HE-NA T-A-MB-A-N1I-L-L-
O This doesn't go down? Maybe? It's fine.

H. So |Il'mhere -- | wanted to represent
a yout hful perspective. Sorry, | feel alittle bit

under pr epar ed.

MR GOLDEN: No, not at all.
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M5. TAMBARNI LLO.  Thank you.

So I'mhere with Yakima Val |l ey Col | eges
Climate Club. 1'ma second-year student. Yeah. |
t hought it was inportant to be here, because |
wanted to represent ny generation. Yeah. So ny
generation think it's really inportant to have our
voi ces heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our
native wildlife populations to nmake all the right
decisions now so | won't be here again in 30 years
advocating for the sane thing.

And | also think it's inportant to be
here, because |I'm studying to be an environnental
engi neer right now, so I'mreally interested in the
-- in areas concerni ng renewabl e energy and al so
protecting our wildlife populations. So | feel a
little under -- under prepared. |'mnot as well
researched about this stuff.

MR. GOLDEN: No worri es.

MR. PURCE: You're doing great.

M5. TAMBANI LLO.  Thank you. But yeah, |
wanted to be here to say it's inportant to listen to
the scientists now, to listen to the researchers
now, to all the teachers, all the people who are
well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.

They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to
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provi de affordabl e hydroel ectric power now and we
al so have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife
popul ations, our sal non popul ati ons.

So yeah. | just wanted to be here to say
to make the right decisions nowthat |I don't want to
be here again in -- later on in ny career advocating
for these popul ations and be |ike, wow, | was there
10 years ago and when were trying to protect --
protect the salnon. So please |listen to them and
reaching our goal of five mllion salnon. So thank
you for your tine.

MR. PURCE: Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you for being with us,
At hena. | hope you are here 30 years fromnow with
lots of -- with lots of victories to cel ebrate.

MR. PURCE: Yes.

M5. TAMBARI LLO.  Thanks.

MR. GOLDEN: Your generation is well-
represented. Thanks so nuch.

And AJ Cooper is next. And then AJ wll
be foll owed by Kana --

SOLORIO Karina. Sorry.
GOLDEN:  Col unbi a?
SOLORI O  Kari na.

GOLDEN: Karina. Got it.

2P 30
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Wl cone, AJ.

M5. COOPER: Thank you. M nane is Al
Cooper.
GOLDEN:  And spel |l your nane.
COOPER: And it -- A-J, GCOOP-ER
GOLDEN. Great. Thank you.
COOPER:  So | noved here in 2012 to

5 2 5 3

Washi ngton State, and | was very excited to be
nmoving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all

of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking,

the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound,

you know, the streans, the desert. You know, there
-- we have so many different climtes, and so many
di fferent environnents here.

And so to nme, protecting these
environnents is very inportant, and | care about
sal non and support the actions necessary to recover
them So | do want Bonneville Power Adm nistration
and our utility conpanies, ny utility conpany is
Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly
generations -- or power generation.

So the spill -- you know, increasing the
spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard
all of the reasons for that. I'malso here to talk

about renoving the Lower -- the four Lower Snake
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Dans. You know, we hear hydropower described as
clean energy. It is a |ower carbon em ssion, but it
does not necessarily nean that it is environnentally
friendly. 1t does have a negative inpact on our

sal non popul ati ons and ot her populations |ike the

| anprey eel s.

And as you know, the salnon are a keystone
species. So they are not only an inportant food
source to people or orcas, but they al so provide
nutrients to lands and to our to our forests with

the nutrients that they bring back fromthe oceans.

And we are in an area -- era right now where we are
| osing -- you know, | osing species at an al arm ng
rate.

You know, we have warm ng of our rivers,
warm ng of our oceans. So | feel |ike we should
give the salnon a fighting chance. And when they
have these barriers in their way, | do feel we need
to be renoving those barriers. And maybe ki nd of
changi ng our m ndset, you know? Qur dans were built
at atime where it felt like our -- our idea -- our
| deol ogy was a little nore about dom nating nature.
Maybe changi ng our m ndset so that we're not
dom nating nature -- nother nature, but we're

actually working with nother nature.
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And | know that -- understand that this is
going to be an easy task renoving these dans. You
know, that is going to take into consideration, you
know, the -- what they do offer, you know? But |
would i ke to see investnents in -- you know, we've
done studies, we know that they inpact the sal non.
But also -- but 1'd like to see investnents in nmaybe
changi ng our power from nore environnentally
friendly higher -- hydropower or nmaybe suppl enenting
with solar or wind or naybe other types of energies
that we invest in, discovering along the way.

You know, and of course finding those
di fferences for, you know, the replacenent for the
irrigation and of course the traveling for our
products down the river. But, you know, sal non,
they are inportant to us, especially here in the
Pacific Northwest. W have a very special place
here and I would like to keep it. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks so nuch, AJ.

kay, Karina. |'mnot even going to try
on the | ast nane. Please enlighten us and spell it
for us. Wl cone.

M5. SOLORIO.  Sorry. M handwiting's
bad. H. I|I'mKarina, K-A~-RI-NA Solorio, S OL-

ORI-O So |I'mhere as a community nenber of
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Yaki ma, a taxpayer, and a Northwest Energy custoner.
I'"'m al so an environnental justice organizer with the

Washi ngt on Conservation Action, and |I'mal so

pescatarian, so | rely alot on fish to -- for ny
nutrients.

And I'm-- have just a very short
statenent to make. |'m here on behal f of our sal non

and our steel head population. This is inportant not
just for the well being of our fish and wldlife, but
al so to honor what the salnon nean to our native
community. | urge the Northwest Pacific t he
Nor t hwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt
all the recommendations fromthe state and nost
i nportantly fromtribal fish nmanagers throughout our
regi on.

These denmands whi ch you' ve heard al ready
I ncl ude el evated |l evels of spill through August 31st
as a priority neasure to help protect mgrating
juvenil e sal non and steel head. Include explicit
accountability nmeasures for achieving program goals,
especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power
Adm nistration. And lastly, to acknow edge the
Lower Snake River Damrenobval as a necessary action
for the future of our -- our community and just in

general of our country.
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Yeah. That's about it for me. Thank you
for your tine.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks for your words,
Karina, and for your work. Mich appreciate.

Yvonne Col f ax?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  She spoke al ready.

MR. GOLDEN: |I'msorry. And then -- oh,
Is it Victor Valerio? | net you yesterday, didn't
| ?

MR. VALERIO C ose enough. Yes, we did
neet yesterday. You did a lot of driving this week.

MR. GOLDEN: Yeah.

MR. VALERIO. How is everyone?

MR, GOLDEN:. Wl cone.

MR. VALERIO  Just -- sorry. | had to --
and | forgot to print it out.

My nane is Victor, V-I-CT-OR Last nane
Valerio, V-A-L-E-R1-0O

Wwell, first of all, thank you Counci l
Menbers for the opportunity to provide public -- for
the public hearing today. Again, nmy nane is Victor
Valerio. | amhere to represent Northwest River
Partners. W are a not for profit organization that
-- we focus on education and advocacy for the

hydr oel ectric system | amthe new reach and
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research nanager, so nice to neet you guys.

Well, first of all, or organization
appreci ates the work that the Council has done to
draft the 2026 Fish and Wldlife Program W are
especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing
priority managenent and investnents in critical
I nfrastructure which are necessary to help sustain
the trend of increasing salnmon runs that we have
seen in recent decades.

As you know, average returns of sal non and
st eel head above Bonneville Dam the first federal
damin the Colunbia Basin, have nearly tripled in
the last few years when conpared to the first return
recorded in 1938. W are also glad to see the
Counci |l continue to include the reintroduction of
sal nron above Chief Joseph and Grand Coul ee Dam

Nort hwest River Partners is actively
supporting this vital initiative led by these tri bal
nations. | actually had the opportunity |ast sunmer
to attend a first sal non cerenony up at Chi ef
Joseph. To be honest, it was an eye-opening
experience. | did not know how much of an inpact
the salnmon had as far as a cultural inportance, so
it was a really great opportunity for ne.

Qur greatest concern with the Draft
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Programlies with the main stem hydro system
operations section. The margins for energy
affordability and reliability are already razor
thin. The latest exanple is fromthe electric-
publ i shed North American Electric Reliability
Corporation 2025 long termreliability assessnent
whi ch warns the Northwest is projected to nove into
a high-risk category by 2029 as denmand growt h

out paces new generati on.

NERC al so cautions the traditional
resource -- the traditional resource adequacy
netrics may understate real -tine operating risk,
reinforcing the growi ng i nportance of reserving
operational flexibility. And as we and as we've
previ ously shared, Washington's residential electric
custoners are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent
rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at |east double
the rate of inflation.

Even nodest operational changes that
I ncrease reliance on high-cost energency power are
especially hard on | ow and fixed-incone househol ds.
The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed
upon hydropower operations over multiple years. W
concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all

rel evant stakehol ders and that Bonneville, the U S.
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Arny Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of
Recl amati on are consulted before any hydro system
measures are finalized.

Thank you again for the tine to comment,
and we | ook forward to continuing our dialogue with
the Council in the next few neetings. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thanks for being here,
Victor. Congrats on the new job.

MR. VALERIO. Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: And next up is Lottie S-A --
Is Lottie here? Wlcone, Lottie. | w sh everyone's
handwiting was as good as -- as beautiful as their
words tonight. Thanks for being wwth us, Lottie.

M5. SAM Well, good evening. Thank you
for this opportunity to provide comment on behal f of
-- for nyself and ny famly. I'ma --

MR. GOLDEN:. Lottie, if you could just
spell your nane for us. Sorry.

M5. SAM Lottie Sam L-OT-T-1-E. Last
name Sam S-A-M

So | wanted to speak a little bit about
nyself and ny famly. M nane is Lottie, and |'m
here to tal k about sal non recovery and a strong fish
and wldlife program because it nmatters to ne and

nmy children and ny grandchildren. And it was good
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to hear the few words that we have from our youth
here, because I'm a education and outreach

speci alist for Yakinma Nation, but also been a
lifelong educator frompre-K all the way to

el ementary and ei ghth grade.

So | teach about our practices wth our
traditional foods, and salnon is our -- is our
staple. It is a staple food for ny famly. W rely
upon it, and ny famly is a fishing famly fromthe
Col unbi a R ver down by White Sal non and Bi ngen. And
|'"ve traveled there many years of life. Qur famly,
like | said, is traditional, so ny brothers fish for
us, and I -- | get to haul fish, clean fish, cut
fish, dry it, can it, because | want that food
source to take care of nme as we're taught.

| live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am
a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I

also in ny tinme growing up and becom ng an adult did

have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and
Benton REA. | just wanted to share that to achieve
the Council's five mllion fish goal, | urge you to

adopt all the recommendations by state and tri bal
fi shery managers throughout the region to whomthe
Counci| paid deference required by the North --

Nor t hwest Power Act including the -- the few
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priorities I'mgoing to nention.

One, elevate the levels of spill through
August 31st as a priority hydropower operations
nmeasure. \Wiile juvenile sal non and steel head t hat
out mgrate throughout August mnmake up a
di sproportionally large share of the wild adults
that return to the Colunbia and the Snake Rivers.
| ncreased spill is necessary to protect the genetic
diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the
generational population gromh that is necessary to
recover healthy and abundant fisheries.

Nunber two, detailed and explicit
accountability neasures, especially linked to
Bonnevil | e Power Adm nistration's responsibility to
achi eve programgoals with a whol e of governnent
approach and to address all necessary hydropower
measures in the 9th Power Pl an.

Also just a little bit in regards to the
Lower Snake River Dans renoval. It's been tal ked
about. W've heard the -- the benefits, the pros
and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still
hope to see that five mllion fish goal and naybe
even nore. And | know our prograns are working hard
to establish and to work with a plan that hopefully

wll -- will work towards that five mllion and
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and nore.

So | thank you for this opportunity again,

and, you know, hope that this wll be net on and in

a good way.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you so much, Lottie.

W -- we hear a | ot of expert testinony and a | ot of
expert wtnesses, which is great and inportant, but
it's also great to hear about your famlies and
community too. Thank you for bringing that.

Jamai ca Zogl man? And this is the | ast
person | think we have signed up to testify. |If
soneone el se who signed up wanted to testify or
changed their mnd, want to testify now, please we

can do anot her sheet back there. Let us know. And

okay. We will have on nore, and then we will take a
little break.

Jamai ca?

M5. ZOGLMAN: kay. Hi. 1'm Janmica

Zoglman. That's J AMA-I-CA Z-OGL-MA-N And
| am from Yaki ma, Washington. | use Pacific Power.
I"d li ke to acknowl edge the Paiute, Nez Perce,
Umtilla, Colville, Wanapum Coeur D Al ene,
Kal i spel , Kootenai, Warm Springs, Shoshone, Spokane,
and Yakama Tribes. These cultures are |inked

I nextricably to the Colunbia and Snake Rivers and
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who have been stewards of these waterways for
count | ess generations.

"' mnot an expert. The statenent |I'm
making is just ny own experience. But it's not
really about ne, it's about the cultural |egacies of
Washi ngton's rivers. As other speakers have done
nore el oquently, | want to talk about Celilo Falls,
whi ch was fl ooded with the damm ng of the Col unbi a
Ri ver on March 10, 1957. | renenber the day that |
| earned about Celilo Falls. | was 18 and taking
cl asses toward ny degree in anthropol ogy.

| remenber the absolute shock that | felt,
first that one of the major trading hubs of the
gl obe had existed for 11,000 years just a couple
hours fromwhere | grew up. Second, that it had
been deli berately obliterated within |living nenory.
And finally, that | had lived ny whole |ife w thout
know ng any of this. It was |like |learning that ny
grandparents had burned down the Library of
Al exandria 200 mles fromny house.

And that day changed ny life. It altered
my understanding of the world, and |I'mhere to hold
t he Council accountable for answering the questions
that | started asking on that day. Who was in the

room nmaki ng deci si ons about how best to care for the
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animal s, plants, air, water, and earth that has
sust ai ned people here for many thousands of years.
Whose voice is being excluded and why. Wo benefits
fromthose decisions, and who | oses, and what is the
story we tell ourselves about why that |oss was
justified.

| believe we have a responsibility to
prioritize the well being of our rivers and the
creatures that depend on their waters. W al so have
a responsibility to prioritize the voices of tri bal
menbers who are uniquely able to guide policy and
care for rivers that have the -- been the |ifebl ood
of native people fromthe begi nning.

The governnment has a long history of
getting it wong and telling a story that justifies
it. We nust do better today. And that's why I'm
el evating the voices of state and tribal fishery
menbers, nmanagers, and asking for elevated |evels of
spill through August 31st as a priority hydropower
oper ati ons neasure.

Detailed and explicit accountability
measures, especially linked to Bonneville Power
Adm ni stration's responsibility to achi eve program
goal s. An acknow edgenent of Lower Snake Ri ver Dam

renoval as a necessary neasure in the final 2026
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Fish and Wldlife Program Thank you.

MR. GOLDEN: Thank you so nuch, Jamai ca.

And next we have David Fast.

MR. FAST: Not Davi d.

MR. GOLDEN: Nope? No?

MR. FAST: Just signed up as an attendee.

MR. GOLDEN:. Ch. Got you. Ckay.

Susan Fl em ng has been inspired by the
rest of you to offer a few words.

M5. FLEM NG That is true.

MR. GOLDEN: And we're glad for it.
Wl cone, Susan.

M5. FLEM NG That is true. Susan
Flemng. S US-AN Flemng, |ike it sounds, F-L-E-
MI-NG | have sone appreciation for the
difficulty of what you do here. There's a |aw that
you have to abide by. There are probably a hundred
organi zati ons you need to try to coordinate, and you
have goals that seemto ne to be contradictory.
Save the fish and nake sure the power's good.
That's really hard stuff.

So | thank you for trying to do it. [|I'm
gl ad we have such law. | don't know how you are
able to negotiate all this. But | just wanted to

say sonet hi ng about the Snake River Dans. People
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need to be conpensated for what they lose if the
dans are taken down. | can't see any ot her
reasonable way to do this.

Clearly, fromthe science | know about,
which isn't all of it, taking those dans down is the
best chance we have for inproving the nunber of
sal non that cones through. But, it's not right to
take away people's livelihoods, or it's not white --
it's not right to cause them financial damages for
sonething that -- that wasn't their fault and w ||
benefit all of us and that actually has to do with a
| aw.

So |l would like you to go -- | would | ove
the dans to conme down, but | think it ought to be
done in a way that seens fair to -- to the
st akehol ders.

MR. GOLDEN: Fair enough. Thank you so
much, Susan.

That concludes our list. W are going to

keep the hearing open until 6:30; is that right?

Yeah? And | -- | guess we'll take a little break
now. We'll reconvene in alittle while. Staff and
Les will be back, and I'm here and we -- we can keep

it informal for alittle while, and i f soneone wants

to provide formal testinony a little later, we'll be
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there for that too. Thank you so nmuch, everyone.
(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)
MR GOLDEN: And with that, we wll
concl ude the Yakim hearing for the 2026 Draft Fish
and WIldlife Program
(WHEREUPON, the neeting concluded at 6:30

p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Jacqueline Barretta, do hereby certify that
| reported all proceedi ngs adduced in the foregoing
matter and that the foregoing transcript pages
constitutes a full, true and accurate record of said

proceedings to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amneither related to
counsel or any party to the proceedi ngs nor have any

Interest in the outcone of the proceedi ngs.

I N WTNESS HEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 19th day of February, 2026.

b2

Jacqueline Barretta

Certificate No. 24026958
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		382						LN		15		17		false		        17  close to 30 years.  One of the nicest things about				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18  Yakima and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  salmon.  I love to eat salmon, and I love to cook				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20  salmon, and my kids got sick of the stuff when they				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21  were little.				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22            But we need the salmon to be abundant.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23  They are a key species.  Everything that can be done				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  to help them, everything that can be done to keep				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		        25  the process accountable to the stakeholders such as				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		         1  the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		         2  I'm not an expert on how it happens.  This is the				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  first time I've ever spoken in front of the body,				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  but it's important we're -- not only is it				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		         5  important, it's important that it's done right.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		         6            And just basically salmon need to not only				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  be saved, they to be abundant.  They were abundant				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  before white people came up here, and they need to				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		         9  be abundant again.  Thank you very much, have a good				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		        10  evening.				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen, can I ask you to				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  spell your name for the court reporter?				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13            MS. KANE:  Yes.  A-I-L-E-E-N.  Kane, K-A-				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14  N-E.				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank -- thank you so much				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16  for being with us.				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17            MS. KANE:  Thank you, too.				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  There's a few people signed				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19  up who are signed up on the list but not as				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  testifying.  If anybody changes their mind or gets				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21  inspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  you up later, let me know.  But our next person who				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23  is signed up to testify is a familiar sounding name,				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24  Margie Van Cleve.				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Hi, there.				false

		417						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		418						LN		17		1		false		         1            MR. GOLDEN:  And -- and please do spell				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2  your name for us.				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3            MS. VAN CLEVE:  M-A-R-G-I-E, V-A-N C-L-E-				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  V-E.				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5            Hi, my name is Margie Van Cleve.  Thank				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  you for this opportunity to give testimony.  I live				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  here in Yakima County.  I'm a rate payer as well as				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8  the conservation chair for the Washington chapter of				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9  the Sierra Club.  I get my power from Pacific Power.				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10            Salmon and steelhead recovery in the				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11  Columbia and Snake River Basins are important to me,				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12  which is why I support a very strong fish and				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13  wildlife program.  The electric rates I pay are part				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14  of the harm to the salmon and steelhead in the				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15  Columbia and Snake River Basins.  So I also want				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16  these rates to help mitigate that harm by making				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17  investments in both the hydropower system and				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18  prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19  system.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20            I want BPA and our utility companies to --				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21  to treat fish friendly power generation and				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22  sustainable, abundant salmon and steelhead				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  populations equally.  The Council needs to achieve,				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24  not just have a goal, of five million fish.  We've				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25  had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		         1  achieving it.  I think we're further now than we				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		         2  were when we started.				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3            Towards that end, I urge you to adopt all				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4  of the recommendations made by the state and tribal				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  fishery managers throughout the region whom the				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  Council must pay deference as required by the				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  Northwest Power Act.  Especially the following three				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  priorities.  I know you guys have heard this, and				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9  you're going to hear it some more.				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10            Elevated levels of spill through August				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  31st is a priority hydropower operations measure.				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  The wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that out				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13  migrate through August make up a disproportionately				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		        14  large share of wild adults that return to the				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		        15  Columbia and Snake Rivers.  Increased spill is				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		        16  necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		        17  wild and natural stocks and allow the generational				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		        18  population growth that's necessary to recover				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		        19  healthy and abundant fisheries.				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		        20            We really need detailed and explicit				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		        21  accountability measures especially linked to the				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		        22  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  achieve program goals with a whole of government				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		        24  approach and to address all necessary hydropower				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		        25  measures in the 9th Power Plan.  These must be				false

		469						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		470						LN		19		1		false		         1  detailed and explicit accountability measures that				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		         2  are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		         3  many years past regarding salmon and steelhead				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		         4  recovery.				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		         5            Please acknowledge the Lower Snake River				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		         6  Dam removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7  Fish and Wildlife Program.  The inclusion of the dam				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		         8  breached scenario with accompanying analysis must be				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		         9  part of the 9th Power Plan.  Established science				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		        10  clearly demonstrates that removing those four Lower				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		        11  Snake River Dams is a necessary action to -- to				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		        12  achieve the five million fish goal and will have the				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		        13  single largest impact on the recovery of salmon and				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		        14  steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake Rivers.				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		        15            Thank you for your time and patience.				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Margie.				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		        17            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Thank you.				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And thanks to the Club for				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		        19  all your'e doing.  Would you leave your written				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		        20  comments with the court reporter?				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		        21            MS. VAN CLEVE:  They're scribbly, but I				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		        22  can do that.				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		        23            MR. GOLDEN:  That's fine.  That -- that --				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		        24  that works.				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		        25            THE REPORTER:  That's okay.  Thanks so				false

		495						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		496						LN		20		1		false		         1  much.				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  She's used to it.				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		         3            Suki Smaglik.  And in addition to spelling				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		         4  your name, you can correct my mispronunciation				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		         5  before you come up.				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		         6            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh you pronounced it well,				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		         7  but I will spell it for you.  And I forgot to grab				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		         8  mine out of the printer, so I'm trying to do it from				false

		504						LN		20		9		false		         9  the notes I just made here.  So, yeah, my name is				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		        10  spelled S-U-K-I, S M A G L I K.  So Suki Smaglik.				false

		506						LN		20		11		false		        11            I'm here to share why salmon recovery and				false

		507						LN		20		12		false		        12  a strong fish and wildlife program matter to me.  I				false

		508						LN		20		13		false		        13  live in Estes.  I moved here about nine years ago				false

		509						LN		20		14		false		        14  from Wyoming.  I'm a rate payer and -- well, I'm a				false

		510						LN		20		15		false		        15  taxpayer too, but a rate payer and utility customer				false

		511						LN		20		16		false		        16  of Pacific Power.  I and many other rate payers in				false

		512						LN		20		17		false		        17  our community want the Bonneville Power Authority				false

		513						LN		20		18		false		        18  and our utility companies to prioritize fish				false

		514						LN		20		19		false		        19  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant				false

		515						LN		20		20		false		        20  salmon and steelhead populations.				false

		516						LN		20		21		false		        21            So I have lived along the Snake River and				false

		517						LN		20		22		false		        22  its tributaries for several decades.  From the				false

		518						LN		20		23		false		        23  headwaters in Wyoming through Idaho Falls and now in				false

		519						LN		20		24		false		        24  Yakima.  I'm an independent environmental educator				false

		520						LN		20		25		false		        25  with over 40 years of experience, and this is always				false

		521						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		522						LN		21		1		false		         1  a subject presented in my classes.				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		         2            As an earth scientist, I support				false

		524						LN		21		3		false		         3  hydroelectric power, in other words, gravity power,				false

		525						LN		21		4		false		         4  as a clean energy source next to that of wind and				false

		526						LN		21		5		false		         5  solar energies.  However, in the hundred years that				false

		527						LN		21		6		false		         6  we have been building these big dams in this				false

		528						LN		21		7		false		         7  country, we've learned a lot.  And we've learned how				false

		529						LN		21		8		false		         8  much we have damaged the environment with them.				false

		530						LN		21		9		false		         9            So what I would like to see is some new				false

		531						LN		21		10		false		        10  ideas, some new engineering, some new dams that can				false

		532						LN		21		11		false		        11  provide us with power and not destroy the habitat				false

		533						LN		21		12		false		        12  that they're placed in.  So there are a couple				false

		534						LN		21		13		false		        13  things that happen when we haul back water that				false

		535						LN		21		14		false		        14  happen in the riparian area of -- and change the				false

		536						LN		21		15		false		        15  ecology of the river.				false

		537						LN		21		16		false		        16            The increases in the amount of silt held				false

		538						LN		21		17		false		        17  back increases the elevation of the reservoirs				false

		539						LN		21		18		false		        18  therefore decreasing the oxygen flow and -- and				false

		540						LN		21		19		false		        19  decreasing the temperature, and they decrease the				false

		541						LN		21		20		false		        20  amount of new material that is essential for				false

		542						LN		21		21		false		        21  downstream river health leading to less fish, less				false

		543						LN		21		22		false		        22  wildlife habitat, and potentially more flood events.				false

		544						LN		21		23		false		        23            These dams also serve as a barrier to fish				false

		545						LN		21		24		false		        24  and wildlife migration and in some cases destroy the				false

		546						LN		21		25		false		        25  fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through				false

		547						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		548						LN		22		1		false		         1  that dam environment.  It's time to take a look for				false

		549						LN		22		2		false		         2  new technological and -- excuse me, and engineering				false

		550						LN		22		3		false		         3  solutions to the damage caused by large river dams				false

		551						LN		22		4		false		         4  and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate				false

		552						LN		22		5		false		         5  clean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and				false

		553						LN		22		6		false		         6  cultural life of the rivers.				false

		554						LN		22		7		false		         7            To achieve the Council's five million fish				false

		555						LN		22		8		false		         8  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations				false

		556						LN		22		9		false		         9  by the state and tribal fishery managers in the				false

		557						LN		22		10		false		        10  region.  Use the science.  To whom the Council must				false

		558						LN		22		11		false		        11  pay deference to requiring -- required by the				false

		559						LN		22		12		false		        12  Northwest Power Act including the three priorities.				false

		560						LN		22		13		false		        13  And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're				false

		561						LN		22		14		false		        14  important to get in the record as many times as				false

		562						LN		22		15		false		        15  possible.				false

		563						LN		22		16		false		        16            Keep the elevated levels of the spill				false

		564						LN		22		17		false		        17  through August 31st as a priority and hydropower				false

		565						LN		22		18		false		        18  operations.  Wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that				false

		566						LN		22		19		false		        19  out migrate throughout August make up a				false

		567						LN		22		20		false		        20  disproportionately large share of the wild adults				false

		568						LN		22		21		false		        21  that return to the Columbia and Snake Rivers.				false

		569						LN		22		22		false		        22  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic				false

		570						LN		22		23		false		        23  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the				false

		571						LN		22		24		false		        24  generational population growth that is necessary to				false

		572						LN		22		25		false		        25  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  Detailed				false

		573						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		574						LN		23		1		false		         1  and explicit --				false

		575						LN		23		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  30 seconds, Suki.  Sorry.				false

		576						LN		23		3		false		         3            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh that's it?  Okay.				false

		577						LN		23		4		false		         4            MR. GOLDEN:  No.  No.  30 seconds.				false

		578						LN		23		5		false		         5            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh, okay.  Detailed and				false

		579						LN		23		6		false		         6  explicit accountability measures especially linked				false

		580						LN		23		7		false		         7  to the BPA responsible to achieve the program goals				false

		581						LN		23		8		false		         8  and acknowledge the Lower Snake River Dam removal as				false

		582						LN		23		9		false		         9  a necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and				false

		583						LN		23		10		false		        10  Wildlife Program include an analysis of breached				false

		584						LN		23		11		false		        11  dams scenario and in the 9th Power Plan.				false

		585						LN		23		12		false		        12            And thank you very much for us being				false

		586						LN		23		13		false		        13  allowed to speak out.				false

		587						LN		23		14		false		        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, Suki.  You				false

		588						LN		23		15		false		        15  can just leave your phone with the court reporter.				false

		589						LN		23		16		false		        16            MS. SMAGLIK:  Yeah, right.  I submitted				false

		590						LN		23		17		false		        17  this online, so we're good.				false

		591						LN		23		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Susan Fleming is up next.				false

		592						LN		23		19		false		        19            MS. FLEMING:  Oh.  I'm Susan Fleming, but				false

		593						LN		23		20		false		        20  I didn't sign up.				false

		594						LN		23		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, I see.  Not to testify.				false

		595						LN		23		22		false		        22  Let me know if you change your mind.				false

		596						LN		23		23		false		        23            Another Van Cleve, David Van Cleve.				false

		597						LN		23		24		false		        24            MR. VAN CLEVE:  Hello.  My name's David				false

		598						LN		23		25		false		        25  Van Cleve, and I live in Selah.  My -- my public				false

		599						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		600						LN		24		1		false		         1  utility is Pacific Power.  I'm a -- I outdoor --				false

		601						LN		24		2		false		         2  lifelong outdoor recreationist and canoeist.  When I				false

		602						LN		24		3		false		         3  came to Pacific Northwest almost 35 years ago, first				false

		603						LN		24		4		false		         4  river I ran had hundreds of salmon every day.				false

		604						LN		24		5		false		         5  Hundreds.  I mean, all day.  I could spend all day				false

		605						LN		24		6		false		         6  looking at fish.				false

		606						LN		24		7		false		         7            Now, I haven't been able to do that again				false

		607						LN		24		8		false		         8  ever.  I remember that day fondly, it's burned into				false

		608						LN		24		9		false		         9  my memory.  I -- therefore, I care about salmon and				false

		609						LN		24		10		false		        10  all actions necessary to recover the fish.  And I				false

		610						LN		24		11		false		        11  want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly				false

		611						LN		24		12		false		        12  power to get abundant salmon.  I trust the state and				false

		612						LN		24		13		false		        13  tribal fishery managers more than the federal				false

		613						LN		24		14		false		        14  process which tends to sacrifice fish for power.				false

		614						LN		24		15		false		        15            These managers -- these managers, the				false

		615						LN		24		16		false		        16  tribal and state fishery managers, say that				false

		616						LN		24		17		false		        17  significant spill is needed to continue until August				false

		617						LN		24		18		false		        18  31st.  The spills are needed to preserve the genetic				false

		618						LN		24		19		false		        19  diversity of the fish.  The -- it doesn't make sense				false

		619						LN		24		20		false		        20  to not plan for removal of the Snake River Dams.				false

		620						LN		24		21		false		        21  We've been -- the six sovereigns have been working				false

		621						LN		24		22		false		        22  on removing the Snake River Dams for 35 year -- plus				false

		622						LN		24		23		false		        23  years.  The Sierra Club has been working on it for				false

		623						LN		24		24		false		        24  35 plus years.				false

		624						LN		24		25		false		        25            This administration totally reversed				false

		625						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		626						LN		25		1		false		         1  themselves.  The next administration is going to				false

		627						LN		25		2		false		         2  reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the				false

		628						LN		25		3		false		         3  process and plan for it.  And the power from the				false

		629						LN		25		4		false		         4  Snake River Dams can easily be replaced by solar,				false

		630						LN		25		5		false		         5  wind, and energy efficiency.  I built my house 26				false

		631						LN		25		6		false		         6  years ago.  I'm an engineer and energy nerd.  I've				false

		632						LN		25		7		false		         7  reduced my power usage by half in 26 years.  22,000				false

		633						LN		25		8		false		         8  kilowatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per				false

		634						LN		25		9		false		         9  year.				false

		635						LN		25		10		false		        10            Every time I replace an appliance, my				false

		636						LN		25		11		false		        11  energy use goes down.  The list thing I did was put				false

		637						LN		25		12		false		        12  a hybrid heat pump in it and it saved me 2,000				false

		638						LN		25		13		false		        13  kilowatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost me				false

		639						LN		25		14		false		        14  anymore.  Pacific Power gave me a rebate that made				false

		640						LN		25		15		false		        15  it equal.  So you need to plan for the removal of				false

		641						LN		25		16		false		        16  the Snake River Dams.				false

		642						LN		25		17		false		        17            I urge you prioritize the recovery of fish				false

		643						LN		25		18		false		        18  in this plan.  We need to have a choice or have an				false

		644						LN		25		19		false		        19  alternative.  Please choose the alternative that is				false

		645						LN		25		20		false		        20  best for fish.				false

		646						LN		25		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  David, thank so much.  Could				false

		647						LN		25		22		false		        22  you spell your name and -- for the court reporter?				false

		648						LN		25		23		false		        23            MR. VAN CLEVE:  David, D-A-V-I-D, V-A-N C				false

		649						LN		25		24		false		        24  L E V E.				false

		650						LN		25		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  And if you would leave those				false

		651						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		652						LN		26		1		false		         1  notes too that'd be great.				false

		653						LN		26		2		false		         2            Thanks so much.  And I missed John Littel.				false

		654						LN		26		3		false		         3  How could I do that?  Good evening, John.				false

		655						LN		26		4		false		         4            MR. LITTEL:  My name is John Littel.  J-O-				false

		656						LN		26		5		false		         5  H-N, L I T T E L.				false

		657						LN		26		6		false		         6            Good evening.  My name's John Littel.  I'm				false

		658						LN		26		7		false		         7  a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and I'm				false

		659						LN		26		8		false		         8  here to share why salmon recovery and strong fish				false

		660						LN		26		9		false		         9  and wildlife program matter to me.  I'm a rate payer				false

		661						LN		26		10		false		        10  and I get my power from Puget Sound Energy, and I				false

		662						LN		26		11		false		        11  want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish				false

		663						LN		26		12		false		        12  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant				false

		664						LN		26		13		false		        13  salmon and steelhead populations.				false

		665						LN		26		14		false		        14            I love alongside the Yakima River, and I'm				false

		666						LN		26		15		false		        15  a river rafter and fisherman.  I'm also a volunteer				false

		667						LN		26		16		false		        16  in the river restoration work happening on the				false

		668						LN		26		17		false		        17  Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the				false

		669						LN		26		18		false		        18  upper Kittitas County.  Working alongside dedicated				false

		670						LN		26		19		false		        19  people from the Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish				false

		671						LN		26		20		false		        20  and Wildlife, and the mid-Columbia fisheries				false

		672						LN		26		21		false		        21  enhancement group, I have learned how simple,				false

		673						LN		26		22		false		        22  concrete strategies like building large, log traffic				false

		674						LN		26		23		false		        23  structures and beaver dam analogues help to recharge				false

		675						LN		26		24		false		        24  the floodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and				false

		676						LN		26		25		false		        25  create new channels for the river.				false

		677						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		678						LN		27		1		false		         1            Of consequence then is recovered and				false

		679						LN		27		2		false		         2  expanded salmon and bull trout habitat and newly				false

		680						LN		27		3		false		         3  established cottonwood riparian zone landscapes in				false

		681						LN		27		4		false		         4  the floodplain.  It's remarkable landscape changing				false

		682						LN		27		5		false		         5  work, and I encourage you to visit the Teanaway and				false

		683						LN		27		6		false		         6  see it for yourselves.  The Teanaway along with Gold				false

		684						LN		27		7		false		         7  Creek, the Kachess River, and the Cle Elum River are				false

		685						LN		27		8		false		         8  the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself				false

		686						LN		27		9		false		         9  a tributary of the Columbia.				false

		687						LN		27		10		false		        10            And right now, just a short distance				false

		688						LN		27		11		false		        11  downriver from where we are meeting tonight at the				false

		689						LN		27		12		false		        12  confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia, a				false

		690						LN		27		13		false		        13  historic restoration project is nearing completion.				false

		691						LN		27		14		false		        14  The deconstruction of the Bateman Island Causeway				false

		692						LN		27		15		false		        15  freeing a major channel in the Columbia and				false

		693						LN		27		16		false		        16  restoring a significant piece of salmon habitat.				false

		694						LN		27		17		false		        17            So it's especially important today that				false

		695						LN		27		18		false		        18  we're meeting to advocate for the adoption of your				false

		696						LN		27		19		false		        19  new Fish and Wildlife Plan.  To achieve the				false

		697						LN		27		20		false		        20  Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		        21  adopt all of the recommendations by the state tribal				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		        22  fisheries managers throughout the region including				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		        23  the following three priorities:				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		        24            One, elevated levels of spill through				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		        25  August 31 as a priority hydropower operations				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		         1  measure.  Increased spill is necessary to protect				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		         2  the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		         3  that allow generational population growth that is				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		         4  necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		         5            Two, detailed and explicit accountability				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		         6  measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		         7  to achieve program goals.  And three, acknowledge				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		         8  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary measure				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		         9  in the final '26 Fish and Wildlife Program and				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		        10  include an analysis of dam breached scenarios in the				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		        11  9th Power Plan.				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		        12            Removing the Lower Snake River Dams will				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		        13  have the single largest impact on the recovery of				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		        14  salmon and steelhead stocks in the Columbia and				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		        15  Snake Rivers.  Thank you.				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, John.  It's				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		        17  great to see you.				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		        18            MR. LITTEL:  You too.				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Josh Lozano is it?				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		        20            I'm sorry.  Just one second.  What's your				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		        21  name?				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		        22            MS. COLFAX:  Yvonne.  You want -- I'll go				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		        23  first.				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Yvonne, you're up.				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		        25            MS. COLFAX:  Good evening.  My name's				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		         1  Yvonne Colfax.  Y-V-O-N-N-E, C-O-L-F-A-X.  I'm a				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		         2  member of Yakima Nation.  I'm a treaty fisherman and				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		         3  a rate payer.  I was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		         4  Celilo Village.  It is always called my home.  And				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		         5  the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		         6  where the fish traveled to.				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		         7            I'll remember the people's faces that				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		         8  fished and lived in Celilo.  I'll remember the roar				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		         9  of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water.  I'll				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		        10  remember the mist, the sweet smell of vegetation				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		        11  that the water helped grow.  At night, it was a				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		        12  sight to see a number of bats flying around.  All				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		        13  this is a memory.  It's all gone today.				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		        14            We as Indian people thrive by our				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		        15  religion, religious beliefs, customs, and culture.				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		        16  As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		        17  we need.  We are fortunate that our ancestors				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		        18  reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		        19  our animals.  Our way of life and our paths are not				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		        20  told very well in history.  In fact, we were deemed				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		        21  as Indian problems by the federal government and				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		        22  others.				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		        23            We were portrayed as less than human who				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		        24  got in the way of progress all across the country.				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		        25  Indian removal came in many forms to make way for				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		         1  progress, removal being the worst of all.  Another				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		         2  way was to take away our food source, being the				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		         3  salmon and wildlife we depend on.  If one studies				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		         4  the history, the creation of the Northwest Power				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		         5  Act, there is no description of the Indian in there				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		         6  except the need to flood Celilo Falls.  It's a				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		         7  history of formation and the establishment of PUD				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		         8  and co-ops.				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		         9            Our water was seen as profitable, and the				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		        10  water needed to be tamed and controlled.  Our river				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		        11  has made politicians, developers, financiers,				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		        12  businessmen millionaires off the Pacific Northwest				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		        13  resources.  We as people have thrived and are still				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		        14  here and we have nothing left.  Our water is scarce				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		        15  as well as the fish and wildlife.  We depend on				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		        16  nature for us to thrive.				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		        17            I can never abandon the Columbia River,				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		        18  because all my ancestors are buried along the river				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		        19  and under the waters.  I'm going to review the				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		        20  Draft.  I'm here today just to give a general				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		        21  comment, but I want to look at the Draft document as				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		        22  I find that the English language has many meanings,				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		        23  and they can be interpreted in many ways, and I				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		        24  somehow just don't trust things.				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		        25            And I'd like to say thank you for hearing				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		         1  my comments.  Thank you.				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for all of your				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		         3  powerful words.				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		         4            Josh Lozano, Benton REA.  Thanks for being				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		         5  with us, Josh.				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		         6            MR. LOZANO:  That's going to be a tough				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		         7  act to follow.  Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H, L-O-Z-A-N-O.				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		         8            Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, members of				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		         9  the committee, my name is Josh Lozano.  I serve as				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		        10  the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA.  We're				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		        11  an electric co op, we're a nonprofit.  We've got				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		        12  about 12,000 members, many of those here in Yakima				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		        13  County.  We used to serve the Yakima Reservation as				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		        14  well, and we sold that part of the service territory				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		        15  to Yakima Power years ago.  And so we recognize and				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		        16  appreciate serving the tribal nations.				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		        17            As a consumer owned electric co-op, I				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		        18  think we provide a little bit of a unique				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		        19  perspective on this particular matter.  We get about				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		        20  60 percent of our power from hydro in the State of				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		        21  Washington.  Benton REA, our -- our fuel mix is 80				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		        22  percent to 85 percent hydro.  And so we value that				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		        23  resource very much.				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		        24            And as power public entities through the				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		        25  rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Administration,				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		         1  those rates also go for fish mitigation.  So 60				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		         2  cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		         3  through power revenues is used for purchasing power,				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		         4  transmission services.  And 16 cents of every dollar				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		         5  that Bonneville spends goes towards fish mitigation,				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		         6  fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		         7  salmon from one dam to the next.				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		         8            And so -- and I've seen firsthand some of				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		         9  the research that has gone into fish mitigation				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		        10  practices, U.S. tax dollars through the Department				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		        11  of Energy.  And science there says that about 90 to				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		        12  95 percent fish survivability from one dam to the				false

		820						LN		32		13		false		        13  next.  And so I recognize that you have a challenge				false

		821						LN		32		14		false		        14  ahead of you, and it's that balance of this				false

		822						LN		32		15		false		        15  biological, important work, but balancing the				false

		823						LN		32		16		false		        16  affordability and power in the State of Washington.				false

		824						LN		32		17		false		        17  The reliability of power in the State of Washington.				false

		825						LN		32		18		false		        18            And so I would caution against prematurely				false

		826						LN		32		19		false		        19  looking at the removal or breaching of the Lower				false

		827						LN		32		20		false		        20  Snake River Dams.  You're talking about 1,000				false

		828						LN		32		21		false		        21  average megawatts of power that we get from those				false

		829						LN		32		22		false		        22  facilities.  3,000 megawatts in capacity that we				false

		830						LN		32		23		false		        23  need in the winter and in the summer.  And so we				false

		831						LN		32		24		false		        24  should be very cautious about studying breaching				false

		832						LN		32		25		false		        25  prematurely.				false

		833						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		834						LN		33		1		false		         1            And so I appreciate the work that you've				false

		835						LN		33		2		false		         2  done and -- and I would just offer that from -- from				false

		836						LN		33		3		false		         3  a -- a customer of Bonneville who utilizes that				false

		837						LN		33		4		false		         4  resource fairly heavily.  Energy reliability remains				false

		838						LN		33		5		false		         5  a core public interest for rural communities, for				false

		839						LN		33		6		false		         6  our families, for our farmers, for our businesses,				false

		840						LN		33		7		false		         7  they depend on power from the Columbia River power				false

		841						LN		33		8		false		         8  system, and in -- as an electric co-op, it is our				false

		842						LN		33		9		false		         9  job to make sure the we provide that power in a way				false

		843						LN		33		10		false		        10  that is reliable and affordable and clean.				false

		844						LN		33		11		false		        11            The State of Washington has a mandate to				false

		845						LN		33		12		false		        12  be 100 percent clean by 2045, and so evaluating				false

		846						LN		33		13		false		        13  taking megawatts out of the system that are clean				false

		847						LN		33		14		false		        14  energy megawatts puts us in jeopardy of not meeting				false

		848						LN		33		15		false		        15  our climate -- Clean Energy Transformation Act				false

		849						LN		33		16		false		        16  commitment of being 100 percent clean.  And so again				false

		850						LN		33		17		false		        17  I would caution about looking at anything that we do				false

		851						LN		33		18		false		        18  that would remove megawatts from the system.  And,				false

		852						LN		33		19		false		        19  again, I recognize that there has to be a balance,				false

		853						LN		33		20		false		        20  and part of that balance is the -- the dollars that				false

		854						LN		33		21		false		        21  public power puts into fish mitigation.				false

		855						LN		33		22		false		        22            And so I would encourage the Council as				false

		856						LN		33		23		false		        23  well to evaluate future recommendations with a				false

		857						LN		33		24		false		        24  comprehensive system wide context in mind looking at				false

		858						LN		33		25		false		        25  all external drivers such as ocean conditions,				false

		859						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		860						LN		34		1		false		         1  predation, and harvest levels.  Recognizing both the				false

		861						LN		34		2		false		         2  progress that has been made and the multiple				false

		862						LN		34		3		false		         3  influence -- influence and factors that are				false

		863						LN		34		4		false		         4  involved.				false

		864						LN		34		5		false		         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And 30 seconds, Josh.				false

		865						LN		34		6		false		         6            MR. LOZANO:  Thank you.  I appreciate --				false

		866						LN		34		7		false		         7  appreciate the time.  Thank you.				false

		867						LN		34		8		false		         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  Thanks for turning				false

		868						LN		34		9		false		         9  out, Josh.				false

		869						LN		34		10		false		        10            THE REPORTER:  Can I get that statement				false

		870						LN		34		11		false		        11  from you?  And then Yvonne, can I get that statement				false

		871						LN		34		12		false		        12  from you too, please?				false

		872						LN		34		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Larry Pryor.				false

		873						LN		34		14		false		        14            THE REPORTER:  Hold on just one moment.				false

		874						LN		34		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome, Larry.				false

		875						LN		34		16		false		        16            MR. PRYOR:  Thank you.  Hi.  My name's				false

		876						LN		34		17		false		        17  Larry Pryor.  I live here in Yakima, Washington.  I				false

		877						LN		34		18		false		        18  wear a number of different hats.  Today I want to				false

		878						LN		34		19		false		        19  briefly to an introduction of a new system we have				false

		879						LN		34		20		false		        20  that's pertinent to the long term planning.  I want				false

		880						LN		34		21		false		        21  to speak as a recreational fisherman and as an				false

		881						LN		34		22		false		        22  advocate.				false

		882						LN		34		23		false		        23            First, briefly I can only but a few				false

		883						LN		34		24		false		        24  minutes, we've been developing a prototype				false

		884						LN		34		25		false		        25  independent hatchery system that has applications				false

		885						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		886						LN		35		1		false		         1  for a number of your different partners, whether it				false

		887						LN		35		2		false		         2  tribal.  The second thing I want to talk about is				false

		888						LN		35		3		false		         3  NGO and that I don't have enough time to really				false

		889						LN		35		4		false		         4  introduce it, but it -- but it is pretty				false

		890						LN		35		5		false		         5  substantial.				false

		891						LN		35		6		false		         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Do give it to us in written				false

		892						LN		35		7		false		         7  comments.				false

		893						LN		35		8		false		         8            MR. PRYOR:  Right.  And that -- you can				false

		894						LN		35		9		false		         9  look at it at nwf.fish.				false

		895						LN		35		10		false		        10            Secondly, I want to talk about most -- so				false

		896						LN		35		11		false		        11  I want to compliment the Northwest Power Council				false

		897						LN		35		12		false		        12  over the years of your -- your efforts in fisheries.				false

		898						LN		35		13		false		        13  That's mostly what I want to speak on is fisheries.				false

		899						LN		35		14		false		        14  I -- and that are your partners here, a lot of				false

		900						LN		35		15		false		        15  Yakima tribes, Nec Perce tribes, and that I get				false

		901						LN		35		16		false		        16  around to a number of different hatcheries				false

		902						LN		35		17		false		        17  throughout through my learning curve.				false

		903						LN		35		18		false		        18            One of the things I'm going to comment on				false

		904						LN		35		19		false		        19  here quickly is when I get into tribal hatcheries, I				false

		905						LN		35		20		false		        20  will ask -- I have a number of different key				false

		906						LN		35		21		false		        21  questions.  One of the questions I ask is what are				false

		907						LN		35		22		false		        22  your terms, goals.  When I get into tribal				false

		908						LN		35		23		false		        23  hatcheries like Yakima, Nec Perce, I get clear,				false

		909						LN		35		24		false		        24  distinct answers in that as a matter of fact,				false

		910						LN		35		25		false		        25  everything -- if I had to comment, everything that				false

		911						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		912						LN		36		1		false		         1  they do is about managing towards adult returns.  I				false

		913						LN		36		2		false		         2  get into other state and federal hatcheries and				false

		914						LN		36		3		false		         3  utility hatcheries, and I get a blank look that we				false

		915						LN		36		4		false		         4  only -- but the answer is, well, we produce X amount				false

		916						LN		36		5		false		         5  of fish, not towards adult returns.				false

		917						LN		36		6		false		         6            One of my comments in reviewing your				false

		918						LN		36		7		false		         7  Draft, you have set long-term standards of SARs that				false

		919						LN		36		8		false		         8  you -- the 2 to 6 percent goals that you promote				false

		920						LN		36		9		false		         9  with.  However, a number -- one of the things				false

		921						LN		36		10		false		        10  looking through the Draft is is that you talk about				false

		922						LN		36		11		false		        11  a lot of other not partners but other participants				false

		923						LN		36		12		false		        12  in the Columbia River fisheries.  They don't hold				false

		924						LN		36		13		false		        13  those same standards and that that needs to change,				false

		925						LN		36		14		false		        14  you know, that -- that their standard is a				false

		926						LN		36		15		false		        15  production model and not an adult return model, and				false

		927						LN		36		16		false		        16  that that standard needs to change.				false

		928						LN		36		17		false		        17            Lastly, I'm -- I'm a advocate.  I'm a pain				false

		929						LN		36		18		false		        18  in the butt, but I -- I fish over on the Cowlitz				false

		930						LN		36		19		false		        19  River which is a mitigated hatchery from Tacoma				false

		931						LN		36		20		false		        20  Power, and that -- while it's in the lower basin				false

		932						LN		36		21		false		        21  below Bonneville, it still contributes to the lower				false

		933						LN		36		22		false		        22  river fisheries.  I'll tell you that their SARs are				false

		934						LN		36		23		false		        23  terrible, and when I talk to them, and just				false

		935						LN		36		24		false		        24  yesterday, I was bringing this up, if the Northwest				false

		936						LN		36		25		false		        25  Power -- at their FDC meeting that the Northwest				false

		937						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		938						LN		37		1		false		         1  Power Council has long-term sets of standards of 2				false

		939						LN		37		2		false		         2  to 6 percent SARs, why aren't you doing that, why				false

		940						LN		37		3		false		         3  aren't you defining success that way, and why aren't				false

		941						LN		37		4		false		         4  you setting those goals.				false

		942						LN		37		5		false		         5            They will tell me time after time again				false

		943						LN		37		6		false		         6  that -- we just have to meet our -- for licensure				false

		944						LN		37		7		false		         7  settlement agreement.  My point in this is that you				false

		945						LN		37		8		false		         8  have leverage over groups like that.  It's not just				false

		946						LN		37		9		false		         9  Tacoma Power, but it is other utilities that are up				false

		947						LN		37		10		false		        10  and down the Columbia River.  Tacoma Power purchases				false

		948						LN		37		11		false		        11  70 percent of their power that they resell to their				false

		949						LN		37		12		false		        12  -- their rate payers, while the Cowlitz is probably				false

		950						LN		37		13		false		        13  mostly paid for by their fisheries -- their -- their				false

		951						LN		37		14		false		        14  -- their dams and the power generated there.				false

		952						LN		37		15		false		        15            But -- but they're still buying 70 percent				false

		953						LN		37		16		false		        16  power from Bonneville Power.  Why aren't they held				false

		954						LN		37		17		false		        17  to the same standard that you are holding yourself				false

		955						LN		37		18		false		        18  to?  You have that leverage here about saying, no,				false

		956						LN		37		19		false		        19  wait a minute here.  And the same with the other				false

		957						LN		37		20		false		        20  utilities here.  Those -- you know, getting those				false

		958						LN		37		21		false		        21  folks to change to an adult return goal here and				false

		959						LN		37		22		false		        22  setting the standards what yours -- you've been				false

		960						LN		37		23		false		        23  setting for long-term of 2 to 6 percent SARs.				false

		961						LN		37		24		false		        24            So their -- their SAR goals should be				false

		962						LN		37		25		false		        25  substantially higher, the same that your tribal				false

		963						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		964						LN		38		1		false		         1  members are beating and exceeded.				false

		965						LN		38		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Time's -- time's up there				false

		966						LN		38		3		false		         3  Larry.  You --				false

		967						LN		38		4		false		         4            MR. PRYOR:  Funding -- funding for NGOs is				false

		968						LN		38		5		false		         5  one thing I didn't get the chance to touch on.  Non				false

		969						LN		38		6		false		         6  -- non governmental organizations, that's why that				false

		970						LN		38		7		false		         7  primarily have been doing habitat, but there are a				false

		971						LN		38		8		false		         8  number of people that want to do supplementation				false

		972						LN		38		9		false		         9  programs, but funding is always an issue for that.				false

		973						LN		38		10		false		        10  There used to be quite a few of them around.  They				false

		974						LN		38		11		false		        11  have vanished, but there are some that want to come				false

		975						LN		38		12		false		        12  back and do programs, and we'd like to do one here				false

		976						LN		38		13		false		        13  in the future here with a similar program here on				false

		977						LN		38		14		false		        14  the Yakima, but that's in the future.  Thanks.				false

		978						LN		38		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you, Larry, for sharing				false

		979						LN		38		16		false		        16  your expertise.  Please do give us the rest in				false

		980						LN		38		17		false		        17  written comments.				false

		981						LN		38		18		false		        18            And next up is Matt Fairbank.  And that				false

		982						LN		38		19		false		        19  will be followed by Michael Barrow.				false

		983						LN		38		20		false		        20            Welcome, Matt.				false

		984						LN		38		21		false		        21            MR. FAIRBANK:  Thank you.  Thank you for				false

		985						LN		38		22		false		        22  the opportunity to give public testimony.  It's				false

		986						LN		38		23		false		        23  great to be --				false

		987						LN		38		24		false		        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us.				false

		988						LN		38		25		false		        25            MR. FAIRBANK:  Matt, M-A-T-T, F-A-I-R-B-A-				false

		989						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		990						LN		39		1		false		         1  N-K.				false

		991						LN		39		2		false		         2            So I'm Matt Fairbank, I live here in				false

		992						LN		39		3		false		         3  Yakima, and I'm a Sierra Club member.  I am a rate				false

		993						LN		39		4		false		         4  payer with Pacific Power, and I support salmon				false

		994						LN		39		5		false		         5  recovery.  The U.S. Federal Government and states				false

		995						LN		39		6		false		         6  have important obligations to protect and boost				false

		996						LN		39		7		false		         7  salmon runs to keep salmon available for native				false

		997						LN		39		8		false		         8  fisheries and forest health.  The vehicle for the				false

		998						LN		39		9		false		         9  obligations to be met include the Northwest Power				false

		999						LN		39		10		false		        10  and Conservation Council.				false

		1000						LN		39		11		false		        11            The nutrients on our ocean only make it				false

		1001						LN		39		12		false		        12  back -- only make their way back to our forest				false

		1002						LN		39		13		false		        13  through salmon bodies which feed the animals and				false

		1003						LN		39		14		false		        14  plants that keep our forests strong and diverse.				false

		1004						LN		39		15		false		        15  Having rivers that support salmon and steelhead are				false

		1005						LN		39		16		false		        16  essential to keeping this viable, natural resource				false

		1006						LN		39		17		false		        17  and tasty dinner option vibrant and plentiful.				false

		1007						LN		39		18		false		        18            Great successes with removal of dams in				false

		1008						LN		39		19		false		        19  the Northwest, the -- along the Elwha, White Salmon				false

		1009						LN		39		20		false		        20  River, and Klamath Rivers, and habitat recovery with				false

		1010						LN		39		21		false		        21  -- such as wood fiestas in our local creeks, the Cle				false

		1011						LN		39		22		false		        22  Elum River helix outflow tower, the Tieton River				false

		1012						LN		39		23		false		        23  site channel building that just took place last				false

		1013						LN		39		24		false		        24  spring, culvert removal, and beaver encouragement				false

		1014						LN		39		25		false		        25  are -- and so many efforts are great steps to that				false

		1015						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1016						LN		40		1		false		         1  recovery effort.				false

		1017						LN		40		2		false		         2            But the work that you do with the Council				false

		1018						LN		40		3		false		         3  is essential, and I really strongly encourage you to				false

		1019						LN		40		4		false		         4  keep that five million salmon return goal, keep the				false

		1020						LN		40		5		false		         5  water flowing at the higher rates needed for the				false

		1021						LN		40		6		false		         6  outflowing juvenile salmon until August 31st,				false

		1022						LN		40		7		false		         7  following the -- and the recommendations of state				false

		1023						LN		40		8		false		         8  and tribal fisheries are really important to making				false

		1024						LN		40		9		false		         9  that salmon recovery possible.				false

		1025						LN		40		10		false		        10            Thank you for the opportunity to speak				false

		1026						LN		40		11		false		        11  today.				false

		1027						LN		40		12		false		        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for coming				false

		1028						LN		40		13		false		        13  out, Matt.				false

		1029						LN		40		14		false		        14            And next up's Michael Barrow.  Welcome,				false

		1030						LN		40		15		false		        15  Michael.  Please spell your name for us.				false

		1031						LN		40		16		false		        16            MR. BARROW:  Sure.  It's Michael Barrow.				false

		1032						LN		40		17		false		        17  That's B as in boy, A-R-R-O-W.  And I'm from				false

		1033						LN		40		18		false		        18  Ellensburg.  I'm with the Center for Transboundary				false

		1034						LN		40		19		false		        19  Marine Resource Management.  And I'm here to talk				false

		1035						LN		40		20		false		        20  about and bring attention to the fact that there's				false

		1036						LN		40		21		false		        21  some major omissions in your plan, and that has to				false

		1037						LN		40		22		false		        22  do with offshore takings of salmon, at-sea takings				false

		1038						LN		40		23		false		        23  of salmon.				false

		1039						LN		40		24		false		        24            The king salmon, steelhead, Chum salmon				false

		1040						LN		40		25		false		        25  from this system all migrate into the Russian zone.				false

		1041						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1042						LN		41		1		false		         1  They migrate -- the kings go up the coast through				false

		1043						LN		41		2		false		         2  Alaska, and then to Russia.  The steelheads go				false

		1044						LN		41		3		false		         3  straight across to Northern Japan and work their way				false

		1045						LN		41		4		false		         4  back and as well as the Chums, they're the longest				false

		1046						LN		41		5		false		         5  migrating salmon in the world.  They go straight				false

		1047						LN		41		6		false		         6  across and Northern Japan, Kimchaek, then come				false

		1048						LN		41		7		false		         7  around.				false

		1049						LN		41		8		false		         8            In that migration, they're very vulnerable				false

		1050						LN		41		9		false		         9  to being taken by at-sea trawlers, specifically				false

		1051						LN		41		10		false		        10  Russian trawlers.  And even though we have				false

		1052						LN		41		11		false		        11  anadromous agreements with them that -- anadromous				false

		1053						LN		41		12		false		        12  fish agreements, currently since the war in Ukraine,				false

		1054						LN		41		13		false		        13  they have not been compliant with those.  We have no				false

		1055						LN		41		14		false		        14  transparency, we have no enforcement.  Major				false

		1056						LN		41		15		false		        15  takings.  We have major leakage of these valuable				false

		1057						LN		41		16		false		        16  resources.				false

		1058						LN		41		17		false		        17            And but there will be a solution.  The				false

		1059						LN		41		18		false		        18  solution when the war in Ukraine is ended, we can				false

		1060						LN		41		19		false		        19  negotiate with the Russians to go back so we can				false

		1061						LN		41		20		false		        20  protect our fish.  We have incentives.  They want				false

		1062						LN		41		21		false		        21  our market, we have leverage to get them compliant				false

		1063						LN		41		22		false		        22  to protect our fish.  I would urge you to				false

		1064						LN		41		23		false		        23  participate in that process.  We work -- we're				false

		1065						LN		41		24		false		        24  working with the White House, the Department of				false

		1066						LN		41		25		false		        25  State, Department of Commerce, and Congress to put				false

		1067						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1068						LN		42		1		false		         1  this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have				false

		1069						LN		42		2		false		         2  to protect our salmon.				false

		1070						LN		42		3		false		         3            Eventually, we're looking at potentially				false

		1071						LN		42		4		false		         4  co management with the Russians on these				false

		1072						LN		42		5		false		         5  transboundary fish.  There is a precedent for that				false

		1073						LN		42		6		false		         6  currently.  That's with the Norwegians.  They co-				false

		1074						LN		42		7		false		         7  manage with the Russians on cod that go from Norway				false

		1075						LN		42		8		false		         8  to the Whtie Sea.  We have a lot more species that				false

		1076						LN		42		9		false		         9  we have to co-manage with them.				false

		1077						LN		42		10		false		        10            But, we    there is major leakage and loss				false

		1078						LN		42		11		false		        11  going on because of this, from this system, and I				false

		1079						LN		42		12		false		        12  would urge you to start participating in that				false

		1080						LN		42		13		false		        13  process and protecting your fish at sea.  Thank you				false

		1081						LN		42		14		false		        14  very much.				false

		1082						LN		42		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for joining				false

		1083						LN		42		16		false		        16  us, Michael.  Much appreciated.				false

		1084						LN		42		17		false		        17            MR. BARROW:  You bet.				false

		1085						LN		42		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And Leland Bill is with us I				false

		1086						LN		42		19		false		        19  think.  Thanks, Leland.				false

		1087						LN		42		20		false		        20            MR. BILL:  Hello, can -- can you hear me?				false

		1088						LN		42		21		false		        21            Sorry.  Thank you for this time, Power				false

		1089						LN		42		22		false		        22  Council.				false

		1090						LN		42		23		false		        23            Hello, my name is Leland H. Bill, and I am				false

		1091						LN		42		24		false		        24  an enrolled member of the Yakima Nation.  I				false

		1092						LN		42		25		false		        25  currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of				false

		1093						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1094						LN		43		1		false		         1  our reservation.  I lived, fished along the Columbia				false

		1095						LN		43		2		false		         2  River for 11 years.  I am an energy rate payer to				false

		1096						LN		43		3		false		         3  Pacific Power.  I'm trying to get into Yakima Power				false

		1097						LN		43		4		false		         4  as the Benton REA guy said.				false

		1098						LN		43		5		false		         5            Interested in having healthy and abundant				false

		1099						LN		43		6		false		         6  salmon and steelhead populations in the Columbia and				false

		1100						LN		43		7		false		         7  Yakima Basins.  I currently serve as our Yakima				false

		1101						LN		43		8		false		         8  Nation General Council Chairman for the people.  I				false

		1102						LN		43		9		false		         9  understand that it may increase our electricity				false

		1103						LN		43		10		false		        10  rates.  I understand that Pacific Northwest is lower				false

		1104						LN		43		11		false		        11  than the rest of the country, and we do not do				false

		1105						LN		43		12		false		        12  enough for the salmon.				false

		1106						LN		43		13		false		        13            I believe Yakima Nation and this Power				false

		1107						LN		43		14		false		        14  Council have been working together for years on				false

		1108						LN		43		15		false		        15  healthy and abundant salmon runs in the Columbia and				false

		1109						LN		43		16		false		        16  Yakima Basins.  Our Yakima Nations fishery programs				false

		1110						LN		43		17		false		        17  have developed some of our hatcheries and natural				false

		1111						LN		43		18		false		        18  habitat projects for years.  Our council works on				false

		1112						LN		43		19		false		        19  funding for these projects to happen, and we are in				false

		1113						LN		43		20		false		        20  agreement in many local agencies restoring the fish				false

		1114						LN		43		21		false		        21  for better returns.				false

		1115						LN		43		22		false		        22            This plan is not only a benefit to us as a				false

		1116						LN		43		23		false		        23  nation.  It also benefits the state too.  I am here				false

		1117						LN		43		24		false		        24  to support the Northwest Power and Conservation				false

		1118						LN		43		25		false		        25  Council as a deeply concerned member of Yakima				false

		1119						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1120						LN		44		1		false		         1  Nation hoping that the Northwest Power and				false

		1121						LN		44		2		false		         2  Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and				false

		1122						LN		44		3		false		         3  Wildlife Program that includes the full range of				false

		1123						LN		44		4		false		         4  robust, actionable, and accountable measures				false

		1124						LN		44		5		false		         5  necessary to achieve the Council's legal obligation				false

		1125						LN		44		6		false		         6  of five million fish returning to the Columbia River				false

		1126						LN		44		7		false		         7  in the next five to ten years and make an account --				false

		1127						LN		44		8		false		         8  actionable progress for rebuilding salmon and				false

		1128						LN		44		9		false		         9  steelhead stocks.				false

		1129						LN		44		10		false		        10            It is my hope that the Yakima Nation and				false

		1130						LN		44		11		false		        11  the Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation				false

		1131						LN		44		12		false		        12  Council continue to support the fish managers'				false

		1132						LN		44		13		false		        13  comprehensive recommendations to help achieve this				false

		1133						LN		44		14		false		        14  goal of five million salmon returned to Columbia				false

		1134						LN		44		15		false		        15  River.  I hope they both keep the inclusion of all				false

		1135						LN		44		16		false		        16  of the state and tribal recommendations in the final				false

		1136						LN		44		17		false		        17  program.				false

		1137						LN		44		18		false		        18            I thank you for hearing me on this matter,				false

		1138						LN		44		19		false		        19  and however I can assist you, please reach out.				false

		1139						LN		44		20		false		        20  Thank you for your time.				false

		1140						LN		44		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much for being				false

		1141						LN		44		22		false		        22  with us.  It's an easy name to spell, but would you				false

		1142						LN		44		23		false		        23  spell for her?  Oh, okay, is it on there?  Go ahead.				false

		1143						LN		44		24		false		        24            MR. BILL:  It's -- it's on there.				false

		1144						LN		44		25		false		        25            THE REPORTER:  I'm typing it.				false

		1145						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1146						LN		45		1		false		         1            MR. BILL:  Thank you.				false

		1147						LN		45		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much.				false

		1148						LN		45		3		false		         3            And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.				false

		1149						LN		45		4		false		         4  Unclear whether you wanted to testify.  Welcome.				false

		1150						LN		45		5		false		         5            MR. EBERHART:  I always bring a stopwatch.				false

		1151						LN		45		6		false		         6            MR. GOLDEN:  The conscious commentor.				false

		1152						LN		45		7		false		         7            MR. EBERHART:  Thank you.  My name is				false

		1153						LN		45		8		false		         8  Urban Eberhart.  That's, U-R-B-A-N, E-B-E-R-H-A-R-T.				false

		1154						LN		45		9		false		         9  I manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the				false

		1155						LN		45		10		false		        10  upper Yakima Basin.  Thank you all for making the				false

		1156						LN		45		11		false		        11  trip here to the Yakima Basin which was historically				false

		1157						LN		45		12		false		        12  the second largest contributor of salmon and				false

		1158						LN		45		13		false		        13  steelhead to the Columbia River system annually just				false

		1159						LN		45		14		false		        14  behind the Snake River system.				false

		1160						LN		45		15		false		        15            I have been working on water issues here				false

		1161						LN		45		16		false		        16  in the Yakima Basin for more than the past 40 years.				false

		1162						LN		45		17		false		        17  Tom Clune from BPA, way back then we were working				false

		1163						LN		45		18		false		        18  with him.  We first were -- we passed our Yakima				false

		1164						LN		45		19		false		        19  River Basin Water Enhancement Project Act in 1979,				false

		1165						LN		45		20		false		        20  and the very first thing we did was go in and				false

		1166						LN		45		21		false		        21  rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of				false

		1167						LN		45		22		false		        22  the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA				false

		1168						LN		45		23		false		        23  then under the Fish and Wildlife Program.				false

		1169						LN		45		24		false		        24            Then -- that was phase one, and phase two,				false

		1170						LN		45		25		false		        25  under the same program, this program, previous				false

		1171						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1172						LN		46		1		false		         1  versions, we were able to screen the smaller				false

		1173						LN		46		2		false		         2  diversions throughout the Yakima Basin and have done				false

		1174						LN		46		3		false		         3  really tremendous things together with our				false

		1175						LN		46		4		false		         4  partnerships with multiple federal agencies, also				false

		1176						LN		46		5		false		         5  BPA and state agencies, the tribes, local				false

		1177						LN		46		6		false		         6  governments, and NGOs, irrigation districts.  You				false

		1178						LN		46		7		false		         7  know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're				false

		1179						LN		46		8		false		         8  all working together here.				false

		1180						LN		46		9		false		         9            And this Fish and Wildlife Program is a --				false

		1181						LN		46		10		false		        10  is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to				false

		1182						LN		46		11		false		        11  be a key part of it.  The great work that was done				false

		1183						LN		46		12		false		        12  in Manastash with BPA assistance through the Power				false

		1184						LN		46		13		false		        13  Council and multiple different tributaries.  We are				false

		1185						LN		46		14		false		        14  now working to achieve the goals of a healthy				false

		1186						LN		46		15		false		        15  ecosystem and a healthy economy into the next				false

		1187						LN		46		16		false		        16  hundreds of years for those folks that were from				false

		1188						LN		46		17		false		        17  before, those of us that are here now, and those				false

		1189						LN		46		18		false		        18  that are in the future.				false

		1190						LN		46		19		false		        19            So we have irrigation districts, tribes,				false

		1191						LN		46		20		false		        20  fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and				false

		1192						LN		46		21		false		        21  this program has and will continue to help us do it.				false

		1193						LN		46		22		false		        22  I -- our    we were also -- we're part of the				false

		1194						LN		46		23		false		        23  Columbia Basin collaborative process which is now				false

		1195						LN		46		24		false		        24  the Columbia Basin partnership process, and we				false

		1196						LN		46		25		false		        25  really appreciate you including the collaborative				false

		1197						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1198						LN		47		1		false		         1  goals in this.  That is really what we're doing here				false

		1199						LN		47		2		false		         2  in the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do				false

		1200						LN		47		3		false		         3  throughout the Columbia River Basin together.				false

		1201						LN		47		4		false		         4            So thank you for being here, and many				false

		1202						LN		47		5		false		         5  pieces of this draft will be able to help us				false

		1203						LN		47		6		false		         6  continue to succeed into the future.  So thank you				false

		1204						LN		47		7		false		         7  very much.  Good to meet you.				false

		1205						LN		47		8		false		         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you very much.  And				false

		1206						LN		47		9		false		         9  thanks for your great work.				false

		1207						LN		47		10		false		        10            MR. EBERHART:  Oh, and my timer.				false

		1208						LN		47		11		false		        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, yeah.				false

		1209						LN		47		12		false		        12            MR. EBERHART:  Ha.  Axed the timer.				false

		1210						LN		47		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Athena Tambarillo.  Here,				false

		1211						LN		47		14		false		        14  right?  Athena, are you with us?  Hi.  Welcome,				false

		1212						LN		47		15		false		        15  Athena.				false

		1213						LN		47		16		false		        16            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.				false

		1214						LN		47		17		false		        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us,				false

		1215						LN		47		18		false		        18  please.				false

		1216						LN		47		19		false		        19            MS. TAMBANILLO:  My name is Athena				false

		1217						LN		47		20		false		        20  Tambarillo.  That's A-T-H-E-N-A, T-A-M-B-A-N-I-L-L-				false

		1218						LN		47		21		false		        21  O.  This doesn't go down?  Maybe?  It's fine.				false

		1219						LN		47		22		false		        22            Hi.  So I'm here -- I wanted to represent				false

		1220						LN		47		23		false		        23  a youthful perspective.  Sorry, I feel a little bit				false

		1221						LN		47		24		false		        24  underprepared.				false

		1222						LN		47		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  No, not at all.				false

		1223						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1224						LN		48		1		false		         1            MS. TAMBARNILLO:  Thank you.				false

		1225						LN		48		2		false		         2            So I'm here with Yakima Valley Colleges				false

		1226						LN		48		3		false		         3  Climate Club.  I'm a second-year student.  Yeah.  I				false

		1227						LN		48		4		false		         4  thought it was important to be here, because I				false

		1228						LN		48		5		false		         5  wanted to represent my generation.  Yeah.  So my				false

		1229						LN		48		6		false		         6  generation think it's really important to have our				false

		1230						LN		48		7		false		         7  voices heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our				false

		1231						LN		48		8		false		         8  native wildlife populations to make all the right				false

		1232						LN		48		9		false		         9  decisions now so I won't be here again in 30 years				false

		1233						LN		48		10		false		        10  advocating for the same thing.				false

		1234						LN		48		11		false		        11            And I also think it's important to be				false

		1235						LN		48		12		false		        12  here, because I'm studying to be an environmental				false

		1236						LN		48		13		false		        13  engineer right now, so I'm really interested in the				false

		1237						LN		48		14		false		        14  -- in areas concerning renewable energy and also				false

		1238						LN		48		15		false		        15  protecting our wildlife populations.  So I feel a				false

		1239						LN		48		16		false		        16  little under -- under prepared.  I'm not as well				false

		1240						LN		48		17		false		        17  researched about this stuff.				false

		1241						LN		48		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  No worries.				false

		1242						LN		48		19		false		        19            MR. PURCE:  You're doing great.				false

		1243						LN		48		20		false		        20            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.  But yeah, I				false

		1244						LN		48		21		false		        21  wanted to be here to say it's important to listen to				false

		1245						LN		48		22		false		        22  the scientists now, to listen to the researchers				false

		1246						LN		48		23		false		        23  now, to all the teachers, all the people who are				false

		1247						LN		48		24		false		        24  well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.				false

		1248						LN		48		25		false		        25  They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to				false

		1249						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1250						LN		49		1		false		         1  provide affordable hydroelectric power now and we				false

		1251						LN		49		2		false		         2  also have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife				false

		1252						LN		49		3		false		         3  populations, our salmon populations.				false

		1253						LN		49		4		false		         4            So yeah.  I just wanted to be here to say				false

		1254						LN		49		5		false		         5  to make the right decisions now that I don't want to				false

		1255						LN		49		6		false		         6  be here again in -- later on in my career advocating				false

		1256						LN		49		7		false		         7  for these populations and be like, wow, I was there				false

		1257						LN		49		8		false		         8  10 years ago and when were trying to protect --				false

		1258						LN		49		9		false		         9  protect the salmon.  So please listen to them and				false

		1259						LN		49		10		false		        10  reaching our goal of five million salmon.  So thank				false

		1260						LN		49		11		false		        11  you for your time.				false

		1261						LN		49		12		false		        12            MR. PURCE:  Thank you.				false

		1262						LN		49		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for being with us,				false

		1263						LN		49		14		false		        14  Athena.  I hope you are here 30 years from now with				false

		1264						LN		49		15		false		        15  lots of -- with lots of victories to celebrate.				false

		1265						LN		49		16		false		        16            MR. PURCE:  Yes.				false

		1266						LN		49		17		false		        17            MS. TAMBARILLO:  Thanks.				false

		1267						LN		49		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Your generation is well-				false

		1268						LN		49		19		false		        19  represented.  Thanks so much.				false

		1269						LN		49		20		false		        20            And AJ Cooper is next.  And then AJ will				false

		1270						LN		49		21		false		        21  be followed by Kana --				false

		1271						LN		49		22		false		        22            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.  Sorry.				false

		1272						LN		49		23		false		        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Columbia?				false

		1273						LN		49		24		false		        24            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.				false

		1274						LN		49		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  Karina.  Got it.				false

		1275						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1276						LN		50		1		false		         1            Welcome, AJ.				false

		1277						LN		50		2		false		         2            MS. COOPER:  Thank you.  My name is AJ				false

		1278						LN		50		3		false		         3  Cooper.				false

		1279						LN		50		4		false		         4            MR. GOLDEN:  And spell your name.				false

		1280						LN		50		5		false		         5            MS. COOPER:  And it -- A-J, C-O-O-P-E-R.				false

		1281						LN		50		6		false		         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Great.  Thank you.				false

		1282						LN		50		7		false		         7            MS. COOPER:  So I moved here in 2012 to				false

		1283						LN		50		8		false		         8  Washington State, and I was very excited to be				false

		1284						LN		50		9		false		         9  moving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all				false

		1285						LN		50		10		false		        10  of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking,				false

		1286						LN		50		11		false		        11  the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound,				false

		1287						LN		50		12		false		        12  you know, the streams, the desert.  You know, there				false

		1288						LN		50		13		false		        13  -- we have so many different climates, and so many				false

		1289						LN		50		14		false		        14  different environments here.				false

		1290						LN		50		15		false		        15            And so to me, protecting these				false

		1291						LN		50		16		false		        16  environments is very important, and I care about				false

		1292						LN		50		17		false		        17  salmon and support the actions necessary to recover				false

		1293						LN		50		18		false		        18  them.  So I do want Bonneville Power Administration				false

		1294						LN		50		19		false		        19  and our utility companies, my utility company is				false

		1295						LN		50		20		false		        20  Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly				false

		1296						LN		50		21		false		        21  generations -- or power generation.				false

		1297						LN		50		22		false		        22            So the spill -- you know, increasing the				false

		1298						LN		50		23		false		        23  spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard				false

		1299						LN		50		24		false		        24  all of the reasons for that.  I'm also here to talk				false

		1300						LN		50		25		false		        25  about removing the Lower -- the four Lower Snake				false

		1301						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1302						LN		51		1		false		         1  Dams.  You know, we hear hydropower described as				false

		1303						LN		51		2		false		         2  clean energy.  It is a lower carbon emission, but it				false

		1304						LN		51		3		false		         3  does not necessarily mean that it is environmentally				false

		1305						LN		51		4		false		         4  friendly.  It does have a negative impact on our				false

		1306						LN		51		5		false		         5  salmon populations and other populations like the				false

		1307						LN		51		6		false		         6  lamprey eels.				false

		1308						LN		51		7		false		         7            And as you know, the salmon are a keystone				false

		1309						LN		51		8		false		         8  species.  So they are not only an important food				false

		1310						LN		51		9		false		         9  source to people or orcas, but they also provide				false

		1311						LN		51		10		false		        10  nutrients to lands and to our    to our forests with				false

		1312						LN		51		11		false		        11  the nutrients that they bring back from the oceans.				false

		1313						LN		51		12		false		        12  And we are in an area -- era right now where we are				false

		1314						LN		51		13		false		        13  losing -- you know, losing species at an alarming				false

		1315						LN		51		14		false		        14  rate.				false

		1316						LN		51		15		false		        15            You know, we have warming of our rivers,				false

		1317						LN		51		16		false		        16  warming of our oceans.  So I feel like we should				false

		1318						LN		51		17		false		        17  give the salmon a fighting chance.  And when they				false

		1319						LN		51		18		false		        18  have these barriers in their way, I do feel we need				false

		1320						LN		51		19		false		        19  to be removing those barriers.  And maybe kind of				false

		1321						LN		51		20		false		        20  changing our mindset, you know?  Our dams were built				false

		1322						LN		51		21		false		        21  at a time where it felt like our -- our idea -- our				false

		1323						LN		51		22		false		        22  ideology was a little more about dominating nature.				false

		1324						LN		51		23		false		        23  Maybe changing our mindset so that we're not				false

		1325						LN		51		24		false		        24  dominating nature -- mother nature, but we're				false

		1326						LN		51		25		false		        25  actually working with mother nature.				false

		1327						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1328						LN		52		1		false		         1            And I know that -- understand that this is				false

		1329						LN		52		2		false		         2  going to be an easy task removing these dams.  You				false

		1330						LN		52		3		false		         3  know, that is going to take into consideration, you				false

		1331						LN		52		4		false		         4  know, the -- what they do offer, you know?  But I				false

		1332						LN		52		5		false		         5  would like to see investments in -- you know, we've				false

		1333						LN		52		6		false		         6  done studies, we know that they impact the salmon.				false

		1334						LN		52		7		false		         7  But also -- but I'd like to see investments in maybe				false

		1335						LN		52		8		false		         8  changing our power from more environmentally				false

		1336						LN		52		9		false		         9  friendly higher -- hydropower or maybe supplementing				false

		1337						LN		52		10		false		        10  with solar or wind or maybe other types of energies				false

		1338						LN		52		11		false		        11  that we invest in, discovering along the way.				false

		1339						LN		52		12		false		        12            You know, and of course finding those				false

		1340						LN		52		13		false		        13  differences for, you know, the replacement for the				false

		1341						LN		52		14		false		        14  irrigation and of course the traveling for our				false

		1342						LN		52		15		false		        15  products down the river.  But, you know, salmon,				false

		1343						LN		52		16		false		        16  they are important to us, especially here in the				false

		1344						LN		52		17		false		        17  Pacific Northwest.  We have a very special place				false

		1345						LN		52		18		false		        18  here and I would like to keep it.  Thank you.				false

		1346						LN		52		19		false		        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, AJ.				false

		1347						LN		52		20		false		        20            Okay, Karina.  I'm not even going to try				false

		1348						LN		52		21		false		        21  on the last name.  Please enlighten us and spell it				false

		1349						LN		52		22		false		        22  for us.  Welcome.				false

		1350						LN		52		23		false		        23            MS. SOLORIO:  Sorry.  My handwriting's				false

		1351						LN		52		24		false		        24  bad.  Hi.  I'm Karina, K-A-R-I-N-A.  Solorio, S-O-L-				false

		1352						LN		52		25		false		        25  O-R-I-O.  So I'm here as a community member of				false

		1353						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1354						LN		53		1		false		         1  Yakima, a taxpayer, and a Northwest Energy customer.				false

		1355						LN		53		2		false		         2  I'm also an environmental justice organizer with the				false

		1356						LN		53		3		false		         3  Washington Conservation Action, and I'm also				false

		1357						LN		53		4		false		         4  pescatarian, so I rely a lot on fish to -- for my				false

		1358						LN		53		5		false		         5  nutrients.				false

		1359						LN		53		6		false		         6            And I'm -- have just a very short				false

		1360						LN		53		7		false		         7  statement to make.  I'm here on behalf of our salmon				false

		1361						LN		53		8		false		         8  and our steelhead population.  This is important not				false

		1362						LN		53		9		false		         9  just for the wellbeing of our fish and wildlife, but				false

		1363						LN		53		10		false		        10  also to honor what the salmon mean to our native				false

		1364						LN		53		11		false		        11  community.  I urge the Northwest Pacific    the				false

		1365						LN		53		12		false		        12  Northwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt				false

		1366						LN		53		13		false		        13  all the recommendations from the state and most				false

		1367						LN		53		14		false		        14  importantly from tribal fish managers throughout our				false

		1368						LN		53		15		false		        15  region.				false

		1369						LN		53		16		false		        16            These demands which you've heard already				false

		1370						LN		53		17		false		        17  include elevated levels of spill through August 31st				false

		1371						LN		53		18		false		        18  as a priority measure to help protect migrating				false

		1372						LN		53		19		false		        19  juvenile salmon and steelhead.  Include explicit				false

		1373						LN		53		20		false		        20  accountability measures for achieving program goals,				false

		1374						LN		53		21		false		        21  especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power				false

		1375						LN		53		22		false		        22  Administration.  And lastly, to acknowledge the				false

		1376						LN		53		23		false		        23  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary action				false

		1377						LN		53		24		false		        24  for the future of our -- our community and just in				false

		1378						LN		53		25		false		        25  general of our country.				false

		1379						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1380						LN		54		1		false		         1            Yeah.  That's about it for me.  Thank you				false

		1381						LN		54		2		false		         2  for your time.				false

		1382						LN		54		3		false		         3            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for your words,				false

		1383						LN		54		4		false		         4  Karina, and for your work.  Much appreciate.				false

		1384						LN		54		5		false		         5            Yvonne Colfax?				false

		1385						LN		54		6		false		         6            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She spoke already.				false

		1386						LN		54		7		false		         7            MR. GOLDEN:  I'm sorry.  And then -- oh,				false

		1387						LN		54		8		false		         8  is it Victor Valerio?  I met you yesterday, didn't				false

		1388						LN		54		9		false		         9  I?				false

		1389						LN		54		10		false		        10            MR. VALERIO:  Close enough.  Yes, we did				false

		1390						LN		54		11		false		        11  meet yesterday.  You did a lot of driving this week.				false

		1391						LN		54		12		false		        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah.				false

		1392						LN		54		13		false		        13            MR. VALERIO:  How is everyone?				false

		1393						LN		54		14		false		        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome.				false

		1394						LN		54		15		false		        15            MR. VALERIO:  Just -- sorry.  I had to --				false

		1395						LN		54		16		false		        16  and I forgot to print it out.				false

		1396						LN		54		17		false		        17            My name is Victor, V-I-C-T-O-R.  Last name				false

		1397						LN		54		18		false		        18  Valerio, V-A-L-E-R-I-O.				false

		1398						LN		54		19		false		        19            Well, first of all, thank you Council				false

		1399						LN		54		20		false		        20  Members for the opportunity to provide public -- for				false

		1400						LN		54		21		false		        21  the public hearing today.  Again, my name is Victor				false

		1401						LN		54		22		false		        22  Valerio.  I am here to represent Northwest River				false

		1402						LN		54		23		false		        23  Partners.  We are a not for profit organization that				false

		1403						LN		54		24		false		        24  -- we focus on education and advocacy for the				false

		1404						LN		54		25		false		        25  hydroelectric system.  I am the new reach and				false

		1405						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1406						LN		55		1		false		         1  research manager, so nice to meet you guys.				false

		1407						LN		55		2		false		         2            Well, first of all, or organization				false

		1408						LN		55		3		false		         3  appreciates the work that the Council has done to				false

		1409						LN		55		4		false		         4  draft the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  We are				false

		1410						LN		55		5		false		         5  especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing				false

		1411						LN		55		6		false		         6  priority management and investments in critical				false

		1412						LN		55		7		false		         7  infrastructure which are necessary to help sustain				false

		1413						LN		55		8		false		         8  the trend of increasing salmon runs that we have				false

		1414						LN		55		9		false		         9  seen in recent decades.				false

		1415						LN		55		10		false		        10            As you know, average returns of salmon and				false

		1416						LN		55		11		false		        11  steelhead above Bonneville Dam, the first federal				false

		1417						LN		55		12		false		        12  dam in the Columbia Basin, have nearly tripled in				false

		1418						LN		55		13		false		        13  the last few years when compared to the first return				false

		1419						LN		55		14		false		        14  recorded in 1938.  We are also glad to see the				false

		1420						LN		55		15		false		        15  Council continue to include the reintroduction of				false

		1421						LN		55		16		false		        16  salmon above Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dam.				false

		1422						LN		55		17		false		        17            Northwest River Partners is actively				false

		1423						LN		55		18		false		        18  supporting this vital initiative led by these tribal				false

		1424						LN		55		19		false		        19  nations.  I actually had the opportunity last summer				false

		1425						LN		55		20		false		        20  to attend a first salmon ceremony up at Chief				false

		1426						LN		55		21		false		        21  Joseph.  To be honest, it was an eye-opening				false

		1427						LN		55		22		false		        22  experience.  I did not know how much of an impact				false

		1428						LN		55		23		false		        23  the salmon had as far as a cultural importance, so				false

		1429						LN		55		24		false		        24  it was a really great opportunity for me.				false

		1430						LN		55		25		false		        25            Our greatest concern with the Draft				false

		1431						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1432						LN		56		1		false		         1  Program lies with the main stem hydro system				false

		1433						LN		56		2		false		         2  operations section.  The margins for energy				false

		1434						LN		56		3		false		         3  affordability and reliability are already razor				false

		1435						LN		56		4		false		         4  thin.  The latest example is from the electric-				false

		1436						LN		56		5		false		         5  published North American Electric Reliability				false

		1437						LN		56		6		false		         6  Corporation 2025 long term reliability assessment				false

		1438						LN		56		7		false		         7  which warns the Northwest is projected to move into				false

		1439						LN		56		8		false		         8  a high-risk category by 2029 as demand growth				false

		1440						LN		56		9		false		         9  outpaces new generation.				false

		1441						LN		56		10		false		        10            NERC also cautions the traditional				false

		1442						LN		56		11		false		        11  resource -- the traditional resource adequacy				false

		1443						LN		56		12		false		        12  metrics may understate real-time operating risk,				false

		1444						LN		56		13		false		        13  reinforcing the growing importance of reserving				false

		1445						LN		56		14		false		        14  operational flexibility.  And as we    and as we've				false

		1446						LN		56		15		false		        15  previously shared, Washington's residential electric				false

		1447						LN		56		16		false		        16  customers are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent				false

		1448						LN		56		17		false		        17  rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at least double				false

		1449						LN		56		18		false		        18  the rate of inflation.				false

		1450						LN		56		19		false		        19            Even modest operational changes that				false

		1451						LN		56		20		false		        20  increase reliance on high-cost emergency power are				false

		1452						LN		56		21		false		        21  especially hard on low- and fixed-income households.				false

		1453						LN		56		22		false		        22  The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed				false

		1454						LN		56		23		false		        23  upon hydropower operations over multiple years.  We				false

		1455						LN		56		24		false		        24  concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all				false

		1456						LN		56		25		false		        25  relevant stakeholders and that Bonneville, the U.S.				false

		1457						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1458						LN		57		1		false		         1  Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of				false

		1459						LN		57		2		false		         2  Reclamation are consulted before any hydro system				false

		1460						LN		57		3		false		         3  measures are finalized.				false

		1461						LN		57		4		false		         4            Thank you again for the time to comment,				false

		1462						LN		57		5		false		         5  and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with				false

		1463						LN		57		6		false		         6  the Council in the next few meetings.  Thank you.				false

		1464						LN		57		7		false		         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for being here,				false

		1465						LN		57		8		false		         8  Victor.  Congrats on the new job.				false

		1466						LN		57		9		false		         9            MR. VALERIO:  Thank you.				false

		1467						LN		57		10		false		        10            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Lottie S-A --				false

		1468						LN		57		11		false		        11  is Lottie here?  Welcome, Lottie.  I wish everyone's				false

		1469						LN		57		12		false		        12  handwriting was as good as -- as beautiful as their				false

		1470						LN		57		13		false		        13  words tonight.  Thanks for being with us, Lottie.				false

		1471						LN		57		14		false		        14            MS. SAM:  Well, good evening.  Thank you				false

		1472						LN		57		15		false		        15  for this opportunity to provide comment on behalf of				false

		1473						LN		57		16		false		        16  -- for myself and my family.  I'm a --				false

		1474						LN		57		17		false		        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Lottie, if you could just				false

		1475						LN		57		18		false		        18  spell your name for us.  Sorry.				false

		1476						LN		57		19		false		        19            MS. SAM:  Lottie Sam.  L-O-T-T-I-E.  Last				false

		1477						LN		57		20		false		        20  name Sam, S-A-M.				false

		1478						LN		57		21		false		        21            So I wanted to speak a little bit about				false

		1479						LN		57		22		false		        22  myself and my family.  My name is Lottie, and I'm				false

		1480						LN		57		23		false		        23  here to talk about salmon recovery and a strong fish				false

		1481						LN		57		24		false		        24  and wildlife program, because it matters to me and				false

		1482						LN		57		25		false		        25  my children and my grandchildren.  And it was good				false

		1483						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1484						LN		58		1		false		         1  to hear the few words that we have from our youth				false

		1485						LN		58		2		false		         2  here, because I'm a education and outreach				false

		1486						LN		58		3		false		         3  specialist for Yakima Nation, but also been a				false

		1487						LN		58		4		false		         4  lifelong educator from pre-K all the way to				false

		1488						LN		58		5		false		         5  elementary and eighth grade.				false

		1489						LN		58		6		false		         6            So I teach about our practices with our				false

		1490						LN		58		7		false		         7  traditional foods, and salmon is our -- is our				false

		1491						LN		58		8		false		         8  staple.  It is a staple food for my family.  We rely				false

		1492						LN		58		9		false		         9  upon it, and my family is a fishing family from the				false

		1493						LN		58		10		false		        10  Columbia River down by White Salmon and Bingen.  And				false

		1494						LN		58		11		false		        11  I've traveled there many years of life.  Our family,				false

		1495						LN		58		12		false		        12  like I said, is traditional, so my brothers fish for				false

		1496						LN		58		13		false		        13  us, and I -- I get to haul fish, clean fish, cut				false

		1497						LN		58		14		false		        14  fish, dry it, can it, because I want that food				false

		1498						LN		58		15		false		        15  source to take care of me as we're taught.				false

		1499						LN		58		16		false		        16            I live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am				false

		1500						LN		58		17		false		        17  a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I				false

		1501						LN		58		18		false		        18  also in my time growing up and becoming an adult did				false

		1502						LN		58		19		false		        19  have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and				false

		1503						LN		58		20		false		        20  Benton REA.  I just wanted to share that to achieve				false

		1504						LN		58		21		false		        21  the Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to				false

		1505						LN		58		22		false		        22  adopt all the recommendations by state and tribal				false

		1506						LN		58		23		false		        23  fishery managers throughout the region to whom the				false

		1507						LN		58		24		false		        24  Council paid deference required by the North --				false

		1508						LN		58		25		false		        25  Northwest Power Act including the -- the few				false

		1509						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1510						LN		59		1		false		         1  priorities I'm going to mention.				false

		1511						LN		59		2		false		         2            One, elevate the levels of spill through				false

		1512						LN		59		3		false		         3  August 31st as a priority hydropower operations				false

		1513						LN		59		4		false		         4  measure.  While juvenile salmon and steelhead that				false

		1514						LN		59		5		false		         5  out migrate throughout August make up a				false

		1515						LN		59		6		false		         6  disproportionally large share of the wild adults				false

		1516						LN		59		7		false		         7  that return to the Columbia and the Snake Rivers.				false

		1517						LN		59		8		false		         8  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic				false

		1518						LN		59		9		false		         9  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the				false

		1519						LN		59		10		false		        10  generational population growth that is necessary to				false

		1520						LN		59		11		false		        11  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.				false

		1521						LN		59		12		false		        12            Number two, detailed and explicit				false

		1522						LN		59		13		false		        13  accountability measures, especially linked to				false

		1523						LN		59		14		false		        14  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to				false

		1524						LN		59		15		false		        15  achieve program goals with a whole of government				false

		1525						LN		59		16		false		        16  approach and to address all necessary hydropower				false

		1526						LN		59		17		false		        17  measures in the 9th Power Plan.				false

		1527						LN		59		18		false		        18            Also just a little bit in regards to the				false

		1528						LN		59		19		false		        19  Lower Snake River Dams removal.  It's been talked				false

		1529						LN		59		20		false		        20  about.  We've heard the -- the benefits, the pros				false

		1530						LN		59		21		false		        21  and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still				false

		1531						LN		59		22		false		        22  hope to see that five million fish goal and maybe				false

		1532						LN		59		23		false		        23  even more.  And I know our programs are working hard				false

		1533						LN		59		24		false		        24  to establish and to work with a plan that hopefully				false

		1534						LN		59		25		false		        25  will -- will work towards that five million and				false

		1535						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1536						LN		60		1		false		         1  and more.				false

		1537						LN		60		2		false		         2            So I thank you for this opportunity again,				false

		1538						LN		60		3		false		         3  and, you know, hope that this will be met on and in				false

		1539						LN		60		4		false		         4  a good way.				false

		1540						LN		60		5		false		         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Lottie.				false

		1541						LN		60		6		false		         6  We -- we hear a lot of expert testimony and a lot of				false

		1542						LN		60		7		false		         7  expert witnesses, which is great and important, but				false

		1543						LN		60		8		false		         8  it's also great to hear about your families and				false

		1544						LN		60		9		false		         9  community too.  Thank you for bringing that.				false

		1545						LN		60		10		false		        10            Jamaica Zoglman?  And this is the last				false

		1546						LN		60		11		false		        11  person I think we have signed up to testify.  If				false

		1547						LN		60		12		false		        12  someone else who signed up wanted to testify or				false

		1548						LN		60		13		false		        13  changed their mind, want to testify now, please we				false

		1549						LN		60		14		false		        14  can do another sheet back there.  Let us know.  And				false

		1550						LN		60		15		false		        15  okay.  We will have on more, and then we will take a				false

		1551						LN		60		16		false		        16  little break.				false

		1552						LN		60		17		false		        17            Jamaica?				false

		1553						LN		60		18		false		        18            MS. ZOGLMAN:  Okay.  Hi.  I'm Jamaica				false

		1554						LN		60		19		false		        19  Zoglman.  That's J A-M-A-I-C-A, Z-O-G-L-M-A-N.  And				false

		1555						LN		60		20		false		        20  I am from Yakima, Washington.  I use Pacific Power.				false

		1556						LN		60		21		false		        21  I'd like to acknowledge the Paiute, Nez Perce,				false

		1557						LN		60		22		false		        22  Umatilla, Colville, Wanapum, Coeur D'Alene,				false

		1558						LN		60		23		false		        23  Kalispel, Kootenai, Warm Springs, Shoshone, Spokane,				false

		1559						LN		60		24		false		        24  and Yakama Tribes.  These cultures are linked				false

		1560						LN		60		25		false		        25  inextricably to the Columbia and Snake Rivers and				false
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		1562						LN		61		1		false		         1  who have been stewards of these waterways for				false

		1563						LN		61		2		false		         2  countless generations.				false

		1564						LN		61		3		false		         3            I'm not an expert.  The statement I'm				false

		1565						LN		61		4		false		         4  making is just my own experience.  But it's not				false

		1566						LN		61		5		false		         5  really about me, it's about the cultural legacies of				false

		1567						LN		61		6		false		         6  Washington's rivers.  As other speakers have done				false

		1568						LN		61		7		false		         7  more eloquently, I want to talk about Celilo Falls,				false

		1569						LN		61		8		false		         8  which was flooded with the damming of the Columbia				false

		1570						LN		61		9		false		         9  River on March 10, 1957.  I remember the day that I				false

		1571						LN		61		10		false		        10  learned about Celilo Falls.  I was 18 and taking				false

		1572						LN		61		11		false		        11  classes toward my degree in anthropology.				false

		1573						LN		61		12		false		        12            I remember the absolute shock that I felt,				false

		1574						LN		61		13		false		        13  first that one of the major trading hubs of the				false

		1575						LN		61		14		false		        14  globe had existed for 11,000 years just a couple				false

		1576						LN		61		15		false		        15  hours from where I grew up.  Second, that it had				false

		1577						LN		61		16		false		        16  been deliberately obliterated within living memory.				false

		1578						LN		61		17		false		        17  And finally, that I had lived my whole life without				false

		1579						LN		61		18		false		        18  knowing any of this.  It was like learning that my				false

		1580						LN		61		19		false		        19  grandparents had burned down the Library of				false

		1581						LN		61		20		false		        20  Alexandria 200 miles from my house.				false

		1582						LN		61		21		false		        21            And that day changed my life.  It altered				false

		1583						LN		61		22		false		        22  my understanding of the world, and I'm here to hold				false

		1584						LN		61		23		false		        23  the Council accountable for answering the questions				false

		1585						LN		61		24		false		        24  that I started asking on that day.  Who was in the				false

		1586						LN		61		25		false		        25  room making decisions about how best to care for the				false

		1587						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1588						LN		62		1		false		         1  animals, plants, air, water, and earth that has				false

		1589						LN		62		2		false		         2  sustained people here for many thousands of years.				false

		1590						LN		62		3		false		         3  Whose voice is being excluded and why.  Who benefits				false
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         1   NORTHWEST POWER AND CONSERVATION COUNCIL DRAFT 2026 


         2     COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAM 


         3                     PUBLIC HEARING 


         4                         HELD ON 


         5               WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026 


         6                        4:32 P.M. 


         7   


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome everyone and thank 


         9  you for being here.  My name is KC Golden, I'm a 


        10  Washington member of the Northwest Power Planning 


        11  Council.  My counterpart, the other Washington 


        12  member, Les Purce is Vice Chair of the Council and 


        13  is here with us, and this is the Yakima hearing to 


        14  collect your comments and guidance on the Draft 2026 


        15  Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        16            I'm going to read a formal statement that 


        17  needs to be read into the record about what we're 


        18  doing here in just a second, but before I do that, 


        19  we have many of the staff who have helped craft this 


        20  program and put their very hard work and 


        21  considerable skill and talent to the wheel to 


        22  produce this draft and they're here with us tonight, 


        23  and I want you to -- to note them as well.   


        24            We have Rudy Salakory visiting from the 


        25  great State of Oregon, staff to the Oregon Council �
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         1  Members.  Kym Buzdygon, our Public Affairs Director, 


         2  is in the back.  Stacy Horton, Washington staff is 


         3  here.  Kate Self, who you'll hear from in just a 


         4  moment about what we're up to, and who am I missing?   


         5            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sara.  Peter and 


         6  Sara.   


         7            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sara.  


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Peter Cogswell, Executive 


         9  Director, is here, and Sara Mounts from the 


        10  Washington Staff.  So that's us, and here's the -- 


        11  the formal business, the little bit of formal 


        12  business for tonight. 


        13            I would like to call this public hearing 


        14  to order.  I already told you who I am.  And the way 


        15  we're going to do this tonight is that anyone 


        16  wishing to provide public comment should sign up on 


        17  the list provided at the back of the room.  We have 


        18  the first few signup sheets here already.  When the 


        19  time comes to hear your comments, I'll call people 


        20  up to testify in the order in which you're signed 


        21  up.  Each person will have four minutes to speak.  


        22  Sara will help us keep time and make sure we -- we 


        23  stay within limits. 


        24            We have a court reporter recording 


        25  everything.  She is right there.  And if you have �
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         1  any written comments, it's -- with you physically 


         2  here today, it's important you leave those with her.  


         3  It's also important to spell your name when you come 


         4  up to make your comments, and I'll help you remember 


         5  that, so the court reporter gets them right.  And 


         6  here is our statement for the administrative record. 


         7            Under the Northwest Power Act, the 


         8  Northwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and 


         9  periodically amends a program to protect, mitigate, 


        10  and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the 


        11  development and operation of hydroelectric 


        12  facilities on the Columbia River and its 


        13  tributaries.  The current version of the program is 


        14  the 2014 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife 


        15  Program with a 2020 addendum. 


        16            The Council's in the process of amending 


        17  this Fish and Wildlife Program in a formal amendment 


        18  process under the Act.  We recently released the 


        19  Draft of the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  The 


        20  Council's now at the stage of the amendment process 


        21  where we're -- we're receiving public comment on 


        22  that Draft Program.  The formal comment period 


        23  extends until March 2, 2026.   


        24            Council's conducting public hearings like 


        25  this one to receive oral comments on the draft.  We �
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         1  have the court reporter in attendance.  The 


         2  transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all 


         3  Council members and staff and will be included in 


         4  the administrative record for this program amendment 


         5  process.  The Council is all -- also accepting 


         6  written comments on the Draft Fish and Wildlife 


         7  Program until March 2nd, Instructions for how to 


         8  comment in writing are on the Council's website, and 


         9  you can also ask any of the staff in the room about 


        10  how to do that.   


        11            And just to conclude the formal part of 


        12  this to say, you know, that's the -- that's the -- 


        13  that's the formal thing.  Public participation, 


        14  public comment, public transparency, public guidance 


        15  on what the Council does is not just a formality.  


        16  It is a legal requirement, but it's also much more 


        17  than that.   


        18            The Council was created in significant 


        19  part to get broader participation in these decisions 


        20  that affect us all, and I know that you all -- 


        21  there's a lot going on out there, and there's a lot 


        22  of demands on us as citizens right now, and so the 


        23  fact that you're here tonight and putting the car 


        24  and thought and attention into these important 


        25  decisions is very well appreciated, I know, by the �
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         1  Council members and staff, and really truly is an 


         2  important part of how we -- how we get to the final 


         3  program, not just a formality. 


         4            So thank you so much for being here.  And 


         5  now I want to turn it over to Kate to describe the 


         6  program a little bit. 


         7            MS. SELF:  Thank you, Chair Golden.  And 


         8  good evening, everyone, and welcome to this public 


         9  hearing on the Northwest Power and Conservation 


        10  Council's Draft 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and 


        11  Wildlife Program.  My name is Kate Self, and I am a 


        12  Fish and Wildlife Program scientist with the 


        13  Council.  I am going to give a short presentation on 


        14  the Council and the Fish and Wildlife Program, and 


        15  then we'll open it up to you for public comment. 


        16            Who we are.  The Council was created by 


        17  Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to 


        18  give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power 


        19  planning and protecting fish and wildlife.  The 


        20  Council is an interstate compact agency representing 


        21  the basin states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and 


        22  Washington.  The governors of each state appoints 


        23  two members, and we've got our great Washington 


        24  members here tonight as you just heard. 


        25            The Northwest Power Act requires the �
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         1  Council to develop with public participation a 


         2  regional power plan and a fish and wildlife program.  


         3  Federal agencies including the Bonneville Power 


         4  Administration, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army 


         5  Corps of Engineers, and the Federal Energy 


         6  Regulatory Commission all have legal 


         7  responsibilities under the Act. 


         8            First, I'll briefly touch on our role in 


         9  power planning.  The Council must develop a 20-year 


        10  regional power plan to ensure an adequate, 


        11  efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for 


        12  the Pacific Northwest.  The Council considers how 


        13  much energy the region will need and what resources 


        14  are available to meet that need beginning with 


        15  energy efficiency. 


        16            The Council's power plan guides Bonneville 


        17  Power Administration's acquisition of cost-effective 


        18  resources.  It also serves as an important technical 


        19  resource for the region.  The power plan is reviewed 


        20  and revised every five years as well, and the draft 


        21  of the next power plan called the 9th Power Plan is 


        22  expected in mid-2026, so this year.  As with the 


        23  Fish and Wildlife Program, there will be multiple 


        24  opportunities for public comment on the power plan, 


        25  and we also hope to hear from you at that time.   �



                                                              10 



         1            The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program is 


         2  updated about every five years as -- as you heard 


         3  based primarily on the recommendations from the 


         4  state and federal fish and wildlife agencies and 


         5  tribes along with other partners as directed by the 


         6  Northwest Power Act.  The Fish and Wildlife Program 


         7  is intended to protect, mitigate, and enhance all 


         8  fish and wildlife impacted by the hydropower system.  


         9  This includes onsite mitigation measures at the dams 


        10  like changes to flow and passage, and offsite 


        11  mitigation measures like habitat restoration and 


        12  artificial production or hatcheries.        


        13            The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program 


        14  has been in place for over 40 years.  It is one of 


        15  the largest mitigation efforts in the world, 


        16  covering an area roughly the size of France.  It has 


        17  grown and evolved over time based on the best 


        18  available science, and while progress is evident, 


        19  the Council recognizes that more work remains to be 


        20  done.   


        21            Over the 40-year life of the Program, 


        22  there have been significant accomplishments.  


        23  Changes to how the hydro system operates as well as 


        24  improved passage at dams has benefited both adult 


        25  and juvenile migration.  Habitat work has protected, �
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         1  restored, or improved hundreds of thousands of acres 


         2  of land across the region.   


         3            The Columbia Basin Water Transactions 


         4  Program has collaborated with willing landowners and 


         5  irrigation districts to keep water in streams when 


         6  fish need it, and artificial production programs 


         7  support both conservation and harvest objectives.  


         8  Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and 


         9  maintained to keep fish out of irrigation systems, 


        10  and that's just to name a few. 


        11            Next, I'll talk about how the Fish and 


        12  Wildlife Program gets updated.  There are many steps 


        13  that we have to take to amend the Fish and Wildlife 


        14  Program beginning with the call for recommendations 


        15  that went out to the region in January of 2025 and 


        16  the subsequent public comment period.  We released a 


        17  Draft Program in December of 2025, and we are now 


        18  accepting comments on that Draft until March 2nd of 


        19  this year.  The Council's goal is to release a final 


        20  Fish and Wildlife Program in May of 2026.     


        21            We received hundreds of recommendations 


        22  and thousands of comments during this amendment 


        23  process, and the Council has considered them very 


        24  carefully over the last six months.  Over the course 


        25  of this review, some topics seemed to be of �



                                                              12 



         1  particular urgency or importance to the region. 


         2            Priorities identified for the Draft 


         3  Program include making sure that assets and projects 


         4  have the funding they need to continue to function 


         5  and benefit fish and wildlife, having consistent and 


         6  stable hydro operations over a longer period of time 


         7  that keeps water moving, increases velocities, and 


         8  minimizes fluctuations, assessing and managing 


         9  predation in the areas most likely to increase 


        10  salmon and steelhead survival, and continuing the 


        11  crucial habitat work that is a cornerstone of the 


        12  Council's Fish and Wildlife Program.  The Council is 


        13  also placing particular emphasis at this time on 


        14  coordinating with other relevant agencies to 


        15  identify sources of non-rate payer funding.   


        16            And with that, I just have a few reminders 


        17  about tonight, and Member Golden, chair of this 


        18  hearing, already mentioned the sign-up sheets are 


        19  right back here when you entered the room.  


        20  Bathrooms are in the hallway, there is a water 


        21  cooler in the back with cups on the right if anybody 


        22  needs water.   


        23            And just a note, the court reporter here 


        24  is positioned in the middle of the room, so in order 


        25  to get up to the front microphone, it's probably �
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         1  easiest if you step out and walk around the outside 


         2  and up through the front just to avoid the middle -- 


         3  the -- the court -- yeah.  The -- the labyrinth of 


         4  cords and the court reporter.  Give her her space. 


         5            And just one more time, can the staff in 


         6  the room please raise our hands just so if anybody 


         7  has questions at any time, feel free to get up and 


         8  bend our ears.  And a reminder to be courteous to 


         9  both members, staff, and everybody else in the room 


        10  tonight.  We're really looking forward to hearing 


        11  your comments.   


        12            I know a lot of people might have filtered 


        13  in after Member Golden started, and so I just wanted 


        14  to reiterate that there is a four-minute comment 


        15  period for each comment.  If you don't feel like 


        16  getting up in front of people and speaking tonight 


        17  but you do have something to say, there's also these 


        18  comment -- written comment sheets in the back that 


        19  you're welcome to fill out and hand to us or, again, 


        20  we take comments online anytime that you feel like 


        21  submitting them. 


        22            So I'll hand it back to you now. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  And -- and as we 


        24  call our first people up, at the risk of saying this 


        25  one too many times, I just want to tell you how �
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         1  important your role in this process is.  The -- the 


         2  Council was created at a moment in our region's 


         3  history when we were experiencing a lot of problems 


         4  associated with the fact that the decisions that are 


         5  in front of the Council now were not being made in a 


         6  way that was accountable to the states, accountable 


         7  to the sovereign tribes of the region, accountable 


         8  to -- to you, the people.  And that is very much a 


         9  purpose of the Act.   


        10            Kate -- Kate had the -- the two slides 


        11  that said what we do, one was the Fish and Wildlife 


        12  Program, one was the Power Plan.  This really is the 


        13  third and co-equal thing that we do is to engage all 


        14  of you in helping us craft the Fish and Wildlife 


        15  Program and -- and a plan that we can all be proud 


        16  of, be part of, and that genuinely serves our 


        17  interests, not just the interests of sort of the 


        18  professionals who -- who are paid to -- to make 


        19  these decisions.   


        20            So very important part of the role.  I 


        21  also want to before I turn to our first commenter, 


        22  extend special thanks to the Yakima Nation.  We are 


        23  on their homeland.  We are glad to have many of you 


        24  here, and we very much appreciate what you bring to 


        25  this table, too. �
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         1            Les, anything before we start? 


         2            MR. PURCE:  No, Mr. Chair.  Thank you all 


         3  for being here.  This is what our work is all about.  


         4  Thank you.    


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And our first commenter, is  


         6  -- is it Aileen Kane?   


         7            MS. KANE:  Aileen. 


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen Kane.   


         9            MS. KANE:  What do you call -- what -- 


        10  what name do you give a one-legged Irishman? 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Whatever name you tell us. 


        12            MS. KANE:  Whatever name she likes.   


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah.  Kane's not bad. 


        14            MS. KANE:  Okay.  Well, I have to begin 


        15  with the fact that I am -- my name is Aileen Kane, 


        16  I'm from Yakima, Washington.  Have lived here for 


        17  close to 30 years.  One of the nicest things about 


        18  Yakima and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is 


        19  salmon.  I love to eat salmon, and I love to cook 


        20  salmon, and my kids got sick of the stuff when they 


        21  were little.   


        22            But we need the salmon to be abundant.  


        23  They are a key species.  Everything that can be done 


        24  to help them, everything that can be done to keep 


        25  the process accountable to the stakeholders such as �
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         1  the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.  


         2  I'm not an expert on how it happens.  This is the 


         3  first time I've ever spoken in front of the body, 


         4  but it's important we're -- not only is it 


         5  important, it's important that it's done right.   


         6            And just basically salmon need to not only 


         7  be saved, they to be abundant.  They were abundant 


         8  before white people came up here, and they need to 


         9  be abundant again.  Thank you very much, have a good 


        10  evening. 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen, can I ask you to 


        12  spell your name for the court reporter? 


        13            MS. KANE:  Yes.  A-I-L-E-E-N.  Kane, K-A-


        14  N-E. 


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank -- thank you so much 


        16  for being with us. 


        17            MS. KANE:  Thank you, too. 


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  There's a few people signed 


        19  up who are signed up on the list but not as 


        20  testifying.  If anybody changes their mind or gets 


        21  inspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call 


        22  you up later, let me know.  But our next person who 


        23  is signed up to testify is a familiar sounding name, 


        24  Margie Van Cleve.    


        25            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Hi, there. �
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         1            MR. GOLDEN:  And -- and please do spell 


         2  your name for us. 


         3            MS. VAN CLEVE:  M-A-R-G-I-E, V-A-N C-L-E-


         4  V-E. 


         5            Hi, my name is Margie Van Cleve.  Thank 


         6  you for this opportunity to give testimony.  I live 


         7  here in Yakima County.  I'm a rate payer as well as 


         8  the conservation chair for the Washington chapter of 


         9  the Sierra Club.  I get my power from Pacific Power.    


        10            Salmon and steelhead recovery in the 


        11  Columbia and Snake River Basins are important to me, 


        12  which is why I support a very strong fish and 


        13  wildlife program.  The electric rates I pay are part 


        14  of the harm to the salmon and steelhead in the 


        15  Columbia and Snake River Basins.  So I also want 


        16  these rates to help mitigate that harm by making 


        17  investments in both the hydropower system and 


        18  prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower 


        19  system.   


        20            I want BPA and our utility companies to -- 


        21  to treat fish friendly power generation and 


        22  sustainable, abundant salmon and steelhead 


        23  populations equally.  The Council needs to achieve, 


        24  not just have a goal, of five million fish.  We've 


        25  had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from �
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         1  achieving it.  I think we're further now than we 


         2  were when we started. 


         3            Towards that end, I urge you to adopt all 


         4  of the recommendations made by the state and tribal 


         5  fishery managers throughout the region whom the 


         6  Council must pay deference as required by the 


         7  Northwest Power Act.  Especially the following three 


         8  priorities.  I know you guys have heard this, and 


         9  you're going to hear it some more. 


        10            Elevated levels of spill through August 


        11  31st is a priority hydropower operations measure.  


        12  The wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that out 


        13  migrate through August make up a disproportionately 


        14  large share of wild adults that return to the 


        15  Columbia and Snake Rivers.  Increased spill is 


        16  necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these 


        17  wild and natural stocks and allow the generational 


        18  population growth that's necessary to recover 


        19  healthy and abundant fisheries. 


        20            We really need detailed and explicit 


        21  accountability measures especially linked to the 


        22  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to 


        23  achieve program goals with a whole of government 


        24  approach and to address all necessary hydropower 


        25  measures in the 9th Power Plan.  These must be �
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         1  detailed and explicit accountability measures that 


         2  are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in 


         3  many years past regarding salmon and steelhead 


         4  recovery. 


         5            Please acknowledge the Lower Snake River 


         6  Dam removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026 


         7  Fish and Wildlife Program.  The inclusion of the dam 


         8  breached scenario with accompanying analysis must be 


         9  part of the 9th Power Plan.  Established science 


        10  clearly demonstrates that removing those four Lower 


        11  Snake River Dams is a necessary action to -- to 


        12  achieve the five million fish goal and will have the 


        13  single largest impact on the recovery of salmon and 


        14  steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 


        15            Thank you for your time and patience. 


        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Margie.    


        17            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Thank you. 


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And thanks to the Club for 


        19  all your'e doing.  Would you leave your written 


        20  comments with the court reporter? 


        21            MS. VAN CLEVE:  They're scribbly, but I 


        22  can do that. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  That's fine.  That -- that -- 


        24  that works. 


        25            THE REPORTER:  That's okay.  Thanks so �
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         1  much.   


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  She's used to it.   


         3            Suki Smaglik.  And in addition to spelling 


         4  your name, you can correct my mispronunciation 


         5  before you come up.   


         6            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh you pronounced it well, 


         7  but I will spell it for you.  And I forgot to grab 


         8  mine out of the printer, so I'm trying to do it from 


         9  the notes I just made here.  So, yeah, my name is 


        10  spelled S-U-K-I, S M A G L I K.  So Suki Smaglik. 


        11            I'm here to share why salmon recovery and 


        12  a strong fish and wildlife program matter to me.  I 


        13  live in Estes.  I moved here about nine years ago 


        14  from Wyoming.  I'm a rate payer and -- well, I'm a 


        15  taxpayer too, but a rate payer and utility customer 


        16  of Pacific Power.  I and many other rate payers in 


        17  our community want the Bonneville Power Authority 


        18  and our utility companies to prioritize fish 


        19  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant 


        20  salmon and steelhead populations. 


        21            So I have lived along the Snake River and 


        22  its tributaries for several decades.  From the 


        23  headwaters in Wyoming through Idaho Falls and now in 


        24  Yakima.  I'm an independent environmental educator 


        25  with over 40 years of experience, and this is always �
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         1  a subject presented in my classes. 


         2            As an earth scientist, I support 


         3  hydroelectric power, in other words, gravity power, 


         4  as a clean energy source next to that of wind and 


         5  solar energies.  However, in the hundred years that 


         6  we have been building these big dams in this 


         7  country, we've learned a lot.  And we've learned how 


         8  much we have damaged the environment with them. 


         9            So what I would like to see is some new 


        10  ideas, some new engineering, some new dams that can 


        11  provide us with power and not destroy the habitat 


        12  that they're placed in.  So there are a couple 


        13  things that happen when we haul back water that 


        14  happen in the riparian area of -- and change the 


        15  ecology of the river.   


        16            The increases in the amount of silt held 


        17  back increases the elevation of the reservoirs 


        18  therefore decreasing the oxygen flow and -- and 


        19  decreasing the temperature, and they decrease the 


        20  amount of new material that is essential for 


        21  downstream river health leading to less fish, less 


        22  wildlife habitat, and potentially more flood events.       


        23            These dams also serve as a barrier to fish 


        24  and wildlife migration and in some cases destroy the 


        25  fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through �
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         1  that dam environment.  It's time to take a look for 


         2  new technological and -- excuse me, and engineering 


         3  solutions to the damage caused by large river dams 


         4  and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate 


         5  clean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and 


         6  cultural life of the rivers. 


         7            To achieve the Council's five million fish 


         8  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations 


         9  by the state and tribal fishery managers in the 


        10  region.  Use the science.  To whom the Council must 


        11  pay deference to requiring -- required by the 


        12  Northwest Power Act including the three priorities.  


        13  And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're 


        14  important to get in the record as many times as 


        15  possible. 


        16            Keep the elevated levels of the spill 


        17  through August 31st as a priority and hydropower 


        18  operations.  Wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that 


        19  out migrate throughout August make up a 


        20  disproportionately large share of the wild adults 


        21  that return to the Columbia and Snake Rivers.  


        22  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic 


        23  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the 


        24  generational population growth that is necessary to 


        25  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  Detailed �
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         1  and explicit -- 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  30 seconds, Suki.  Sorry. 


         3            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh that's it?  Okay. 


         4            MR. GOLDEN:  No.  No.  30 seconds.       


         5            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh, okay.  Detailed and 


         6  explicit accountability measures especially linked 


         7  to the BPA responsible to achieve the program goals 


         8  and acknowledge the Lower Snake River Dam removal as 


         9  a necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and 


        10  Wildlife Program include an analysis of breached 


        11  dams scenario and in the 9th Power Plan. 


        12            And thank you very much for us being 


        13  allowed to speak out. 


        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, Suki.  You 


        15  can just leave your phone with the court reporter. 


        16            MS. SMAGLIK:  Yeah, right.  I submitted 


        17  this online, so we're good.     


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Susan Fleming is up next.   


        19            MS. FLEMING:  Oh.  I'm Susan Fleming, but 


        20  I didn't sign up. 


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, I see.  Not to testify.  


        22  Let me know if you change your mind. 


        23            Another Van Cleve, David Van Cleve. 


        24            MR. VAN CLEVE:  Hello.  My name's David 


        25  Van Cleve, and I live in Selah.  My -- my public �



                                                              24 



         1  utility is Pacific Power.  I'm a -- I outdoor -- 


         2  lifelong outdoor recreationist and canoeist.  When I 


         3  came to Pacific Northwest almost 35 years ago, first 


         4  river I ran had hundreds of salmon every day.  


         5  Hundreds.  I mean, all day.  I could spend all day 


         6  looking at fish.   


         7            Now, I haven't been able to do that again 


         8  ever.  I remember that day fondly, it's burned into 


         9  my memory.  I -- therefore, I care about salmon and 


        10  all actions necessary to recover the fish.  And I 


        11  want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly 


        12  power to get abundant salmon.  I trust the state and 


        13  tribal fishery managers more than the federal 


        14  process which tends to sacrifice fish for power. 


        15            These managers -- these managers, the 


        16  tribal and state fishery managers, say that 


        17  significant spill is needed to continue until August 


        18  31st.  The spills are needed to preserve the genetic 


        19  diversity of the fish.  The -- it doesn't make sense 


        20  to not plan for removal of the Snake River Dams.  


        21  We've been -- the six sovereigns have been working 


        22  on removing the Snake River Dams for 35 year -- plus 


        23  years.  The Sierra Club has been working on it for 


        24  35 plus years.      


        25            This administration totally reversed �
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         1  themselves.  The next administration is going to 


         2  reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the 


         3  process and plan for it.  And the power from the 


         4  Snake River Dams can easily be replaced by solar, 


         5  wind, and energy efficiency.  I built my house 26 


         6  years ago.  I'm an engineer and energy nerd.  I've 


         7  reduced my power usage by half in 26 years.  22,000 


         8  kilowatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per 


         9  year.           


        10            Every time I replace an appliance, my 


        11  energy use goes down.  The list thing I did was put 


        12  a hybrid heat pump in it and it saved me 2,000 


        13  kilowatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost me 


        14  anymore.  Pacific Power gave me a rebate that made 


        15  it equal.  So you need to plan for the removal of 


        16  the Snake River Dams.  


        17            I urge you prioritize the recovery of fish 


        18  in this plan.  We need to have a choice or have an 


        19  alternative.  Please choose the alternative that is 


        20  best for fish. 


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  David, thank so much.  Could 


        22  you spell your name and -- for the court reporter? 


        23            MR. VAN CLEVE:  David, D-A-V-I-D, V-A-N C 


        24  L E V E. 


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  And if you would leave those �



                                                              26 



         1  notes too that'd be great. 


         2            Thanks so much.  And I missed John Littel.  


         3  How could I do that?  Good evening, John. 


         4            MR. LITTEL:  My name is John Littel.  J-O-


         5  H-N, L I T T E L.   


         6            Good evening.  My name's John Littel.  I'm 


         7  a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and I'm 


         8  here to share why salmon recovery and strong fish 


         9  and wildlife program matter to me.  I'm a rate payer 


        10  and I get my power from Puget Sound Energy, and I 


        11  want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish 


        12  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant 


        13  salmon and steelhead populations. 


        14            I love alongside the Yakima River, and I'm 


        15  a river rafter and fisherman.  I'm also a volunteer 


        16  in the river restoration work happening on the 


        17  Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the 


        18  upper Kittitas County.  Working alongside dedicated 


        19  people from the Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish 


        20  and Wildlife, and the mid-Columbia fisheries 


        21  enhancement group, I have learned how simple, 


        22  concrete strategies like building large, log traffic 


        23  structures and beaver dam analogues help to recharge 


        24  the floodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and 


        25  create new channels for the river. �
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         1            Of consequence then is recovered and 


         2  expanded salmon and bull trout habitat and newly 


         3  established cottonwood riparian zone landscapes in 


         4  the floodplain.  It's remarkable landscape changing 


         5  work, and I encourage you to visit the Teanaway and 


         6  see it for yourselves.  The Teanaway along with Gold 


         7  Creek, the Kachess River, and the Cle Elum River are 


         8  the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself 


         9  a tributary of the Columbia. 


        10            And right now, just a short distance 


        11  downriver from where we are meeting tonight at the 


        12  confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia, a 


        13  historic restoration project is nearing completion.  


        14  The deconstruction of the Bateman Island Causeway 


        15  freeing a major channel in the Columbia and 


        16  restoring a significant piece of salmon habitat.   


        17            So it's especially important today that 


        18  we're meeting to advocate for the adoption of your 


        19  new Fish and Wildlife Plan.  To achieve the 


        20  Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to 


        21  adopt all of the recommendations by the state tribal 


        22  fisheries managers throughout the region including 


        23  the following three priorities:   


        24            One, elevated levels of spill through 


        25  August 31 as a priority hydropower operations �
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         1  measure.  Increased spill is necessary to protect 


         2  the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks 


         3  that allow generational population growth that is 


         4  necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  


         5            Two, detailed and explicit accountability 


         6  measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility 


         7  to achieve program goals.  And three, acknowledge 


         8  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary measure 


         9  in the final '26 Fish and Wildlife Program and 


        10  include an analysis of dam breached scenarios in the 


        11  9th Power Plan. 


        12            Removing the Lower Snake River Dams will 


        13  have the single largest impact on the recovery of 


        14  salmon and steelhead stocks in the Columbia and 


        15  Snake Rivers.  Thank you. 


        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, John.  It's 


        17  great to see you. 


        18            MR. LITTEL:  You too.     


        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Josh Lozano is it? 


        20            I'm sorry.  Just one second.  What's your 


        21  name? 


        22            MS. COLFAX:  Yvonne.  You want -- I'll go 


        23  first. 


        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Yvonne, you're up.  


        25            MS. COLFAX:  Good evening.  My name's �
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         1  Yvonne Colfax.  Y-V-O-N-N-E, C-O-L-F-A-X.  I'm a 


         2  member of Yakima Nation.  I'm a treaty fisherman and 


         3  a rate payer.  I was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in 


         4  Celilo Village.  It is always called my home.  And 


         5  the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls 


         6  where the fish traveled to. 


         7            I'll remember the people's faces that 


         8  fished and lived in Celilo.  I'll remember the roar 


         9  of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water.  I'll 


        10  remember the mist, the sweet smell of vegetation 


        11  that the water helped grow.  At night, it was a 


        12  sight to see a number of bats flying around.  All 


        13  this is a memory.  It's all gone today. 


        14            We as Indian people thrive by our 


        15  religion, religious beliefs, customs, and culture.  


        16  As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all 


        17  we need.  We are fortunate that our ancestors 


        18  reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise 


        19  our animals.  Our way of life and our paths are not 


        20  told very well in history.  In fact, we were deemed 


        21  as Indian problems by the federal government and 


        22  others.  


        23            We were portrayed as less than human who 


        24  got in the way of progress all across the country.  


        25  Indian removal came in many forms to make way for �



                                                              30 



         1  progress, removal being the worst of all.  Another 


         2  way was to take away our food source, being the 


         3  salmon and wildlife we depend on.  If one studies 


         4  the history, the creation of the Northwest Power 


         5  Act, there is no description of the Indian in there 


         6  except the need to flood Celilo Falls.  It's a 


         7  history of formation and the establishment of PUD 


         8  and co-ops. 


         9            Our water was seen as profitable, and the 


        10  water needed to be tamed and controlled.  Our river 


        11  has made politicians, developers, financiers, 


        12  businessmen millionaires off the Pacific Northwest 


        13  resources.  We as people have thrived and are still 


        14  here and we have nothing left.  Our water is scarce 


        15  as well as the fish and wildlife.  We depend on 


        16  nature for us to thrive.   


        17            I can never abandon the Columbia River, 


        18  because all my ancestors are buried along the river 


        19  and under the waters.  I'm going to review the 


        20  Draft.  I'm here today just to give a general 


        21  comment, but I want to look at the Draft document as 


        22  I find that the English language has many meanings, 


        23  and they can be interpreted in many ways, and I 


        24  somehow just don't trust things.   


        25            And I'd like to say thank you for hearing �
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         1  my comments.  Thank you. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for all of your 


         3  powerful words.   


         4            Josh Lozano, Benton REA.  Thanks for being 


         5  with us, Josh. 


         6            MR. LOZANO:  That's going to be a tough 


         7  act to follow.  Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H, L-O-Z-A-N-O. 


         8            Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, members of 


         9  the committee, my name is Josh Lozano.  I serve as 


        10  the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA.  We're 


        11  an electric co op, we're a nonprofit.  We've got 


        12  about 12,000 members, many of those here in Yakima 


        13  County.  We used to serve the Yakima Reservation as 


        14  well, and we sold that part of the service territory 


        15  to Yakima Power years ago.  And so we recognize and 


        16  appreciate serving the tribal nations.   


        17            As a consumer owned electric co-op, I 


        18  think we provide a little bit of a unique 


        19  perspective on this particular matter.  We get about 


        20  60 percent of our power from hydro in the State of 


        21  Washington.  Benton REA, our -- our fuel mix is 80 


        22  percent to 85 percent hydro.  And so we value that 


        23  resource very much. 


        24            And as power public entities through the 


        25  rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Administration, �
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         1  those rates also go for fish mitigation.  So 60 


         2  cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in 


         3  through power revenues is used for purchasing power, 


         4  transmission services.  And 16 cents of every dollar 


         5  that Bonneville spends goes towards fish mitigation, 


         6  fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking 


         7  salmon from one dam to the next.   


         8            And so -- and I've seen firsthand some of 


         9  the research that has gone into fish mitigation 


        10  practices, U.S. tax dollars through the Department 


        11  of Energy.  And science there says that about 90 to 


        12  95 percent fish survivability from one dam to the 


        13  next.  And so I recognize that you have a challenge 


        14  ahead of you, and it's that balance of this 


        15  biological, important work, but balancing the 


        16  affordability and power in the State of Washington.  


        17  The reliability of power in the State of Washington. 


        18            And so I would caution against prematurely 


        19  looking at the removal or breaching of the Lower 


        20  Snake River Dams.  You're talking about 1,000 


        21  average megawatts of power that we get from those 


        22  facilities.  3,000 megawatts in capacity that we 


        23  need in the winter and in the summer.  And so we 


        24  should be very cautious about studying breaching 


        25  prematurely.   �
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         1            And so I appreciate the work that you've 


         2  done and -- and I would just offer that from -- from 


         3  a -- a customer of Bonneville who utilizes that 


         4  resource fairly heavily.  Energy reliability remains 


         5  a core public interest for rural communities, for 


         6  our families, for our farmers, for our businesses, 


         7  they depend on power from the Columbia River power 


         8  system, and in -- as an electric co-op, it is our 


         9  job to make sure the we provide that power in a way 


        10  that is reliable and affordable and clean.   


        11            The State of Washington has a mandate to 


        12  be 100 percent clean by 2045, and so evaluating 


        13  taking megawatts out of the system that are clean 


        14  energy megawatts puts us in jeopardy of not meeting 


        15  our climate -- Clean Energy Transformation Act 


        16  commitment of being 100 percent clean.  And so again 


        17  I would caution about looking at anything that we do 


        18  that would remove megawatts from the system.  And, 


        19  again, I recognize that there has to be a balance, 


        20  and part of that balance is the -- the dollars that 


        21  public power puts into fish mitigation. 


        22            And so I would encourage the Council as 


        23  well to evaluate future recommendations with a 


        24  comprehensive system wide context in mind looking at 


        25  all external drivers such as ocean conditions, �
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         1  predation, and harvest levels.  Recognizing both the 


         2  progress that has been made and the multiple 


         3  influence -- influence and factors that are 


         4  involved. 


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And 30 seconds, Josh.   


         6            MR. LOZANO:  Thank you.  I appreciate -- 


         7  appreciate the time.  Thank you.   


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  Thanks for turning 


         9  out, Josh.   


        10            THE REPORTER:  Can I get that statement 


        11  from you?  And then Yvonne, can I get that statement 


        12  from you too, please? 


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Larry Pryor. 


        14            THE REPORTER:  Hold on just one moment.   


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome, Larry. 


        16            MR. PRYOR:  Thank you.  Hi.  My name's 


        17  Larry Pryor.  I live here in Yakima, Washington.  I 


        18  wear a number of different hats.  Today I want to 


        19  briefly to an introduction of a new system we have 


        20  that's pertinent to the long term planning.  I want 


        21  to speak as a recreational fisherman and as an 


        22  advocate. 


        23            First, briefly I can only but a few 


        24  minutes, we've been developing a prototype 


        25  independent hatchery system that has applications �
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         1  for a number of your different partners, whether it 


         2  tribal.  The second thing I want to talk about is 


         3  NGO and that I don't have enough time to really 


         4  introduce it, but it -- but it is pretty 


         5  substantial.   


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Do give it to us in written 


         7  comments. 


         8            MR. PRYOR:  Right.  And that -- you can 


         9  look at it at nwf.fish.   


        10            Secondly, I want to talk about most -- so 


        11  I want to compliment the Northwest Power Council 


        12  over the years of your -- your efforts in fisheries.  


        13  That's mostly what I want to speak on is fisheries.  


        14  I -- and that are your partners here, a lot of 


        15  Yakima tribes, Nec Perce tribes, and that I get 


        16  around to a number of different hatcheries 


        17  throughout through my learning curve.   


        18            One of the things I'm going to comment on 


        19  here quickly is when I get into tribal hatcheries, I 


        20  will ask -- I have a number of different key 


        21  questions.  One of the questions I ask is what are 


        22  your terms, goals.  When I get into tribal 


        23  hatcheries like Yakima, Nec Perce, I get clear, 


        24  distinct answers in that as a matter of fact, 


        25  everything -- if I had to comment, everything that �
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         1  they do is about managing towards adult returns.  I 


         2  get into other state and federal hatcheries and 


         3  utility hatcheries, and I get a blank look that we 


         4  only -- but the answer is, well, we produce X amount 


         5  of fish, not towards adult returns.   


         6            One of my comments in reviewing your 


         7  Draft, you have set long-term standards of SARs that 


         8  you -- the 2 to 6 percent goals that you promote 


         9  with.  However, a number -- one of the things 


        10  looking through the Draft is is that you talk about 


        11  a lot of other not partners but other participants 


        12  in the Columbia River fisheries.  They don't hold 


        13  those same standards and that that needs to change, 


        14  you know, that -- that their standard is a 


        15  production model and not an adult return model, and 


        16  that that standard needs to change. 


        17            Lastly, I'm -- I'm a advocate.  I'm a pain 


        18  in the butt, but I -- I fish over on the Cowlitz 


        19  River which is a mitigated hatchery from Tacoma 


        20  Power, and that -- while it's in the lower basin 


        21  below Bonneville, it still contributes to the lower 


        22  river fisheries.  I'll tell you that their SARs are 


        23  terrible, and when I talk to them, and just 


        24  yesterday, I was bringing this up, if the Northwest 


        25  Power -- at their FDC meeting that the Northwest �
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         1  Power Council has long-term sets of standards of 2 


         2  to 6 percent SARs, why aren't you doing that, why 


         3  aren't you defining success that way, and why aren't 


         4  you setting those goals.   


         5            They will tell me time after time again 


         6  that -- we just have to meet our -- for licensure 


         7  settlement agreement.  My point in this is that you 


         8  have leverage over groups like that.  It's not just 


         9  Tacoma Power, but it is other utilities that are up 


        10  and down the Columbia River.  Tacoma Power purchases 


        11  70 percent of their power that they resell to their 


        12  -- their rate payers, while the Cowlitz is probably 


        13  mostly paid for by their fisheries -- their -- their 


        14  -- their dams and the power generated there.   


        15            But -- but they're still buying 70 percent 


        16  power from Bonneville Power.  Why aren't they held 


        17  to the same standard that you are holding yourself 


        18  to?  You have that leverage here about saying, no, 


        19  wait a minute here.  And the same with the other 


        20  utilities here.  Those -- you know, getting those 


        21  folks to change to an adult return goal here and 


        22  setting the standards what yours -- you've been 


        23  setting for long-term of 2 to 6 percent SARs.  


        24            So their -- their SAR goals should be 


        25  substantially higher, the same that your tribal �
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         1  members are beating and exceeded. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Time's -- time's up there 


         3  Larry.  You -- 


         4            MR. PRYOR:  Funding -- funding for NGOs is 


         5  one thing I didn't get the chance to touch on.  Non 


         6  -- non governmental organizations, that's why that 


         7  primarily have been doing habitat, but there are a 


         8  number of people that want to do supplementation 


         9  programs, but funding is always an issue for that.  


        10  There used to be quite a few of them around.  They 


        11  have vanished, but there are some that want to come 


        12  back and do programs, and we'd like to do one here 


        13  in the future here with a similar program here on 


        14  the Yakima, but that's in the future.  Thanks.  


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you, Larry, for sharing 


        16  your expertise.  Please do give us the rest in 


        17  written comments.   


        18            And next up is Matt Fairbank.  And that 


        19  will be followed by Michael Barrow. 


        20            Welcome, Matt.  


        21            MR. FAIRBANK:  Thank you.  Thank you for 


        22  the opportunity to give public testimony.  It's 


        23  great to be -- 


        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us. 


        25            MR. FAIRBANK:  Matt, M-A-T-T, F-A-I-R-B-A-�
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         1  N-K. 


         2            So I'm Matt Fairbank, I live here in 


         3  Yakima, and I'm a Sierra Club member.  I am a rate 


         4  payer with Pacific Power, and I support salmon 


         5  recovery.  The U.S. Federal Government and states 


         6  have important obligations to protect and boost 


         7  salmon runs to keep salmon available for native 


         8  fisheries and forest health.  The vehicle for the 


         9  obligations to be met include the Northwest Power 


        10  and Conservation Council.   


        11            The nutrients on our ocean only make it 


        12  back -- only make their way back to our forest 


        13  through salmon bodies which feed the animals and 


        14  plants that keep our forests strong and diverse.  


        15  Having rivers that support salmon and steelhead are 


        16  essential to keeping this viable, natural resource 


        17  and tasty dinner option vibrant and plentiful.   


        18            Great successes with removal of dams in 


        19  the Northwest, the -- along the Elwha, White Salmon 


        20  River, and Klamath Rivers, and habitat recovery with 


        21  -- such as wood fiestas in our local creeks, the Cle 


        22  Elum River helix outflow tower, the Tieton River 


        23  site channel building that just took place last 


        24  spring, culvert removal, and beaver encouragement 


        25  are -- and so many efforts are great steps to that �
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         1  recovery effort. 


         2            But the work that you do with the Council 


         3  is essential, and I really strongly encourage you to 


         4  keep that five million salmon return goal, keep the 


         5  water flowing at the higher rates needed for the 


         6  outflowing juvenile salmon until August 31st, 


         7  following the -- and the recommendations of state 


         8  and tribal fisheries are really important to making 


         9  that salmon recovery possible.   


        10            Thank you for the opportunity to speak 


        11  today.  


        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for coming 


        13  out, Matt. 


        14            And next up's Michael Barrow.  Welcome, 


        15  Michael.  Please spell your name for us.  


        16            MR. BARROW:  Sure.  It's Michael Barrow.  


        17  That's B as in boy, A-R-R-O-W.  And I'm from 


        18  Ellensburg.  I'm with the Center for Transboundary 


        19  Marine Resource Management.  And I'm here to talk 


        20  about and bring attention to the fact that there's 


        21  some major omissions in your plan, and that has to 


        22  do with offshore takings of salmon, at-sea takings 


        23  of salmon. 


        24            The king salmon, steelhead, Chum salmon 


        25  from this system all migrate into the Russian zone.  �
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         1  They migrate -- the kings go up the coast through 


         2  Alaska, and then to Russia.  The steelheads go 


         3  straight across to Northern Japan and work their way 


         4  back and as well as the Chums, they're the longest 


         5  migrating salmon in the world.  They go straight 


         6  across and Northern Japan, Kimchaek, then come 


         7  around.   


         8            In that migration, they're very vulnerable 


         9  to being taken by at-sea trawlers, specifically 


        10  Russian trawlers.  And even though we have 


        11  anadromous agreements with them that -- anadromous 


        12  fish agreements, currently since the war in Ukraine, 


        13  they have not been compliant with those.  We have no 


        14  transparency, we have no enforcement.  Major 


        15  takings.  We have major leakage of these valuable 


        16  resources.   


        17            And but there will be a solution.  The 


        18  solution when the war in Ukraine is ended, we can 


        19  negotiate with the Russians to go back so we can 


        20  protect our fish.  We have incentives.  They want 


        21  our market, we have leverage to get them compliant 


        22  to protect our fish.  I would urge you to 


        23  participate in that process.  We work -- we're 


        24  working with the White House, the Department of 


        25  State, Department of Commerce, and Congress to put �
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         1  this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have 


         2  to protect our salmon.   


         3            Eventually, we're looking at potentially 


         4  co management with the Russians on these 


         5  transboundary fish.  There is a precedent for that 


         6  currently.  That's with the Norwegians.  They co-


         7  manage with the Russians on cod that go from Norway 


         8  to the Whtie Sea.  We have a lot more species that 


         9  we have to co-manage with them.   


        10            But, we    there is major leakage and loss 


        11  going on because of this, from this system, and I 


        12  would urge you to start participating in that 


        13  process and protecting your fish at sea.  Thank you 


        14  very much.           


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for joining 


        16  us, Michael.  Much appreciated. 


        17            MR. BARROW:  You bet.  


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And Leland Bill is with us I 


        19  think.  Thanks, Leland.     


        20            MR. BILL:  Hello, can -- can you hear me?   


        21            Sorry.  Thank you for this time, Power 


        22  Council.   


        23            Hello, my name is Leland H. Bill, and I am 


        24  an enrolled member of the Yakima Nation.  I 


        25  currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of �
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         1  our reservation.  I lived, fished along the Columbia 


         2  River for 11 years.  I am an energy rate payer to 


         3  Pacific Power.  I'm trying to get into Yakima Power 


         4  as the Benton REA guy said.    


         5            Interested in having healthy and abundant 


         6  salmon and steelhead populations in the Columbia and 


         7  Yakima Basins.  I currently serve as our Yakima 


         8  Nation General Council Chairman for the people.  I 


         9  understand that it may increase our electricity 


        10  rates.  I understand that Pacific Northwest is lower 


        11  than the rest of the country, and we do not do 


        12  enough for the salmon. 


        13            I believe Yakima Nation and this Power 


        14  Council have been working together for years on 


        15  healthy and abundant salmon runs in the Columbia and 


        16  Yakima Basins.  Our Yakima Nations fishery programs 


        17  have developed some of our hatcheries and natural 


        18  habitat projects for years.  Our council works on 


        19  funding for these projects to happen, and we are in 


        20  agreement in many local agencies restoring the fish 


        21  for better returns. 


        22            This plan is not only a benefit to us as a 


        23  nation.  It also benefits the state too.  I am here 


        24  to support the Northwest Power and Conservation 


        25  Council as a deeply concerned member of Yakima �
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         1  Nation hoping that the Northwest Power and 


         2  Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and 


         3  Wildlife Program that includes the full range of 


         4  robust, actionable, and accountable measures 


         5  necessary to achieve the Council's legal obligation 


         6  of five million fish returning to the Columbia River 


         7  in the next five to ten years and make an account -- 


         8  actionable progress for rebuilding salmon and 


         9  steelhead stocks. 


        10            It is my hope that the Yakima Nation and 


        11  the Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation 


        12  Council continue to support the fish managers' 


        13  comprehensive recommendations to help achieve this 


        14  goal of five million salmon returned to Columbia 


        15  River.  I hope they both keep the inclusion of all 


        16  of the state and tribal recommendations in the final 


        17  program. 


        18            I thank you for hearing me on this matter, 


        19  and however I can assist you, please reach out.  


        20  Thank you for your time.   


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much for being 


        22  with us.  It's an easy name to spell, but would you 


        23  spell for her?  Oh, okay, is it on there?  Go ahead. 


        24            MR. BILL:  It's -- it's on there. 


        25            THE REPORTER:  I'm typing it.  �
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         1            MR. BILL:  Thank you.  


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much. 


         3            And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.  


         4  Unclear whether you wanted to testify.  Welcome. 


         5            MR. EBERHART:  I always bring a stopwatch.   


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  The conscious commentor. 


         7            MR. EBERHART:  Thank you.  My name is 


         8  Urban Eberhart.  That's, U-R-B-A-N, E-B-E-R-H-A-R-T.  


         9  I manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the 


        10  upper Yakima Basin.  Thank you all for making the 


        11  trip here to the Yakima Basin which was historically 


        12  the second largest contributor of salmon and 


        13  steelhead to the Columbia River system annually just 


        14  behind the Snake River system. 


        15            I have been working on water issues here 


        16  in the Yakima Basin for more than the past 40 years.  


        17  Tom Clune from BPA, way back then we were working 


        18  with him.  We first were -- we passed our Yakima 


        19  River Basin Water Enhancement Project Act in 1979, 


        20  and the very first thing we did was go in and 


        21  rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of 


        22  the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA 


        23  then under the Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        24            Then -- that was phase one, and phase two, 


        25  under the same program, this program, previous �
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         1  versions, we were able to screen the smaller 


         2  diversions throughout the Yakima Basin and have done 


         3  really tremendous things together with our 


         4  partnerships with multiple federal agencies, also 


         5  BPA and state agencies, the tribes, local 


         6  governments, and NGOs, irrigation districts.  You 


         7  know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're 


         8  all working together here. 


         9            And this Fish and Wildlife Program is a -- 


        10  is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to 


        11  be a key part of it.  The great work that was done 


        12  in Manastash with BPA assistance through the Power 


        13  Council and multiple different tributaries.  We are 


        14  now working to achieve the goals of a healthy 


        15  ecosystem and a healthy economy into the next 


        16  hundreds of years for those folks that were from 


        17  before, those of us that are here now, and those 


        18  that are in the future. 


        19            So we have irrigation districts, tribes, 


        20  fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and 


        21  this program has and will continue to help us do it.  


        22  I -- our    we were also -- we're part of the 


        23  Columbia Basin collaborative process which is now 


        24  the Columbia Basin partnership process, and we 


        25  really appreciate you including the collaborative �
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         1  goals in this.  That is really what we're doing here 


         2  in the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do 


         3  throughout the Columbia River Basin together. 


         4            So thank you for being here, and many 


         5  pieces of this draft will be able to help us 


         6  continue to succeed into the future.  So thank you 


         7  very much.  Good to meet you.    


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you very much.  And 


         9  thanks for your great work.   


        10            MR. EBERHART:  Oh, and my timer.  


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, yeah.   


        12            MR. EBERHART:  Ha.  Axed the timer.   


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Athena Tambarillo.  Here, 


        14  right?  Athena, are you with us?  Hi.  Welcome, 


        15  Athena.  


        16            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you. 


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us, 


        18  please.   


        19            MS. TAMBANILLO:  My name is Athena 


        20  Tambarillo.  That's A-T-H-E-N-A, T-A-M-B-A-N-I-L-L-


        21  O.  This doesn't go down?  Maybe?  It's fine. 


        22            Hi.  So I'm here -- I wanted to represent 


        23  a youthful perspective.  Sorry, I feel a little bit 


        24  underprepared.   


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  No, not at all. �
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         1            MS. TAMBARNILLO:  Thank you.   


         2            So I'm here with Yakima Valley Colleges 


         3  Climate Club.  I'm a second-year student.  Yeah.  I 


         4  thought it was important to be here, because I 


         5  wanted to represent my generation.  Yeah.  So my 


         6  generation think it's really important to have our 


         7  voices heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our 


         8  native wildlife populations to make all the right 


         9  decisions now so I won't be here again in 30 years 


        10  advocating for the same thing. 


        11            And I also think it's important to be 


        12  here, because I'm studying to be an environmental 


        13  engineer right now, so I'm really interested in the 


        14  -- in areas concerning renewable energy and also 


        15  protecting our wildlife populations.  So I feel a 


        16  little under -- under prepared.  I'm not as well 


        17  researched about this stuff.   


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  No worries. 


        19            MR. PURCE:  You're doing great.      


        20            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.  But yeah, I 


        21  wanted to be here to say it's important to listen to 


        22  the scientists now, to listen to the researchers 


        23  now, to all the teachers, all the people who are 


        24  well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.  


        25  They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to �
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         1  provide affordable hydroelectric power now and we 


         2  also have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife 


         3  populations, our salmon populations.   


         4            So yeah.  I just wanted to be here to say 


         5  to make the right decisions now that I don't want to 


         6  be here again in -- later on in my career advocating 


         7  for these populations and be like, wow, I was there 


         8  10 years ago and when were trying to protect -- 


         9  protect the salmon.  So please listen to them and 


        10  reaching our goal of five million salmon.  So thank 


        11  you for your time. 


        12            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for being with us, 


        14  Athena.  I hope you are here 30 years from now with 


        15  lots of -- with lots of victories to celebrate. 


        16            MR. PURCE:  Yes. 


        17            MS. TAMBARILLO:  Thanks.  


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Your generation is well-


        19  represented.  Thanks so much. 


        20            And AJ Cooper is next.  And then AJ will 


        21  be followed by Kana -- 


        22            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.  Sorry. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Columbia?   


        24            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina. 


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  Karina.  Got it.   �
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         1            Welcome, AJ. 


         2            MS. COOPER:  Thank you.  My name is AJ 


         3  Cooper.   


         4            MR. GOLDEN:  And spell your name. 


         5            MS. COOPER:  And it -- A-J, C-O-O-P-E-R. 


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Great.  Thank you. 


         7            MS. COOPER:  So I moved here in 2012 to 


         8  Washington State, and I was very excited to be 


         9  moving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all 


        10  of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking, 


        11  the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound, 


        12  you know, the streams, the desert.  You know, there 


        13  -- we have so many different climates, and so many 


        14  different environments here. 


        15            And so to me, protecting these 


        16  environments is very important, and I care about 


        17  salmon and support the actions necessary to recover 


        18  them.  So I do want Bonneville Power Administration 


        19  and our utility companies, my utility company is 


        20  Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly 


        21  generations -- or power generation.   


        22            So the spill -- you know, increasing the 


        23  spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard 


        24  all of the reasons for that.  I'm also here to talk 


        25  about removing the Lower -- the four Lower Snake �
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         1  Dams.  You know, we hear hydropower described as 


         2  clean energy.  It is a lower carbon emission, but it 


         3  does not necessarily mean that it is environmentally 


         4  friendly.  It does have a negative impact on our 


         5  salmon populations and other populations like the 


         6  lamprey eels.   


         7            And as you know, the salmon are a keystone 


         8  species.  So they are not only an important food 


         9  source to people or orcas, but they also provide 


        10  nutrients to lands and to our    to our forests with 


        11  the nutrients that they bring back from the oceans.  


        12  And we are in an area -- era right now where we are 


        13  losing -- you know, losing species at an alarming 


        14  rate. 


        15            You know, we have warming of our rivers, 


        16  warming of our oceans.  So I feel like we should 


        17  give the salmon a fighting chance.  And when they 


        18  have these barriers in their way, I do feel we need 


        19  to be removing those barriers.  And maybe kind of 


        20  changing our mindset, you know?  Our dams were built 


        21  at a time where it felt like our -- our idea -- our 


        22  ideology was a little more about dominating nature.  


        23  Maybe changing our mindset so that we're not 


        24  dominating nature -- mother nature, but we're 


        25  actually working with mother nature.   �
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         1            And I know that -- understand that this is 


         2  going to be an easy task removing these dams.  You 


         3  know, that is going to take into consideration, you 


         4  know, the -- what they do offer, you know?  But I 


         5  would like to see investments in -- you know, we've 


         6  done studies, we know that they impact the salmon.  


         7  But also -- but I'd like to see investments in maybe 


         8  changing our power from more environmentally 


         9  friendly higher -- hydropower or maybe supplementing 


        10  with solar or wind or maybe other types of energies 


        11  that we invest in, discovering along the way.   


        12            You know, and of course finding those 


        13  differences for, you know, the replacement for the 


        14  irrigation and of course the traveling for our 


        15  products down the river.  But, you know, salmon, 


        16  they are important to us, especially here in the 


        17  Pacific Northwest.  We have a very special place 


        18  here and I would like to keep it.  Thank you. 


        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, AJ. 


        20            Okay, Karina.  I'm not even going to try 


        21  on the last name.  Please enlighten us and spell it 


        22  for us.  Welcome. 


        23            MS. SOLORIO:  Sorry.  My handwriting's 


        24  bad.  Hi.  I'm Karina, K-A-R-I-N-A.  Solorio, S-O-L-


        25  O-R-I-O.  So I'm here as a community member of �
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         1  Yakima, a taxpayer, and a Northwest Energy customer.  


         2  I'm also an environmental justice organizer with the 


         3  Washington Conservation Action, and I'm also 


         4  pescatarian, so I rely a lot on fish to -- for my 


         5  nutrients. 


         6            And I'm -- have just a very short 


         7  statement to make.  I'm here on behalf of our salmon 


         8  and our steelhead population.  This is important not 


         9  just for the wellbeing of our fish and wildlife, but 


        10  also to honor what the salmon mean to our native 


        11  community.  I urge the Northwest Pacific    the 


        12  Northwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt 


        13  all the recommendations from the state and most 


        14  importantly from tribal fish managers throughout our 


        15  region.   


        16            These demands which you've heard already 


        17  include elevated levels of spill through August 31st 


        18  as a priority measure to help protect migrating 


        19  juvenile salmon and steelhead.  Include explicit 


        20  accountability measures for achieving program goals, 


        21  especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power 


        22  Administration.  And lastly, to acknowledge the 


        23  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary action 


        24  for the future of our -- our community and just in 


        25  general of our country.   �
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         1            Yeah.  That's about it for me.  Thank you 


         2  for your time. 


         3            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for your words, 


         4  Karina, and for your work.  Much appreciate. 


         5            Yvonne Colfax? 


         6            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She spoke already. 


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  I'm sorry.  And then -- oh, 


         8  is it Victor Valerio?  I met you yesterday, didn't 


         9  I? 


        10            MR. VALERIO:  Close enough.  Yes, we did 


        11  meet yesterday.  You did a lot of driving this week. 


        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah. 


        13            MR. VALERIO:  How is everyone?   


        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome.  


        15            MR. VALERIO:  Just -- sorry.  I had to -- 


        16  and I forgot to print it out.  


        17            My name is Victor, V-I-C-T-O-R.  Last name 


        18  Valerio, V-A-L-E-R-I-O.  


        19            Well, first of all, thank you Council 


        20  Members for the opportunity to provide public -- for 


        21  the public hearing today.  Again, my name is Victor 


        22  Valerio.  I am here to represent Northwest River 


        23  Partners.  We are a not for profit organization that 


        24  -- we focus on education and advocacy for the 


        25  hydroelectric system.  I am the new reach and �
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         1  research manager, so nice to meet you guys. 


         2            Well, first of all, or organization 


         3  appreciates the work that the Council has done to 


         4  draft the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  We are 


         5  especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing 


         6  priority management and investments in critical 


         7  infrastructure which are necessary to help sustain 


         8  the trend of increasing salmon runs that we have 


         9  seen in recent decades.  


        10            As you know, average returns of salmon and 


        11  steelhead above Bonneville Dam, the first federal 


        12  dam in the Columbia Basin, have nearly tripled in 


        13  the last few years when compared to the first return 


        14  recorded in 1938.  We are also glad to see the 


        15  Council continue to include the reintroduction of 


        16  salmon above Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dam.   


        17            Northwest River Partners is actively 


        18  supporting this vital initiative led by these tribal 


        19  nations.  I actually had the opportunity last summer 


        20  to attend a first salmon ceremony up at Chief 


        21  Joseph.  To be honest, it was an eye-opening 


        22  experience.  I did not know how much of an impact 


        23  the salmon had as far as a cultural importance, so 


        24  it was a really great opportunity for me. 


        25            Our greatest concern with the Draft �
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         1  Program lies with the main stem hydro system 


         2  operations section.  The margins for energy 


         3  affordability and reliability are already razor 


         4  thin.  The latest example is from the electric-


         5  published North American Electric Reliability 


         6  Corporation 2025 long term reliability assessment 


         7  which warns the Northwest is projected to move into 


         8  a high-risk category by 2029 as demand growth 


         9  outpaces new generation. 


        10            NERC also cautions the traditional 


        11  resource -- the traditional resource adequacy 


        12  metrics may understate real-time operating risk, 


        13  reinforcing the growing importance of reserving 


        14  operational flexibility.  And as we    and as we've 


        15  previously shared, Washington's residential electric 


        16  customers are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent 


        17  rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at least double 


        18  the rate of inflation.   


        19            Even modest operational changes that 


        20  increase reliance on high-cost emergency power are 


        21  especially hard on low- and fixed-income households.  


        22  The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed 


        23  upon hydropower operations over multiple years.  We 


        24  concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all 


        25  relevant stakeholders and that Bonneville, the U.S. �
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         1  Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of 


         2  Reclamation are consulted before any hydro system 


         3  measures are finalized. 


         4            Thank you again for the time to comment, 


         5  and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with 


         6  the Council in the next few meetings.  Thank you. 


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for being here, 


         8  Victor.  Congrats on the new job. 


         9            MR. VALERIO:  Thank you. 


        10            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Lottie S-A -- 


        11  is Lottie here?  Welcome, Lottie.  I wish everyone's 


        12  handwriting was as good as -- as beautiful as their 


        13  words tonight.  Thanks for being with us, Lottie. 


        14            MS. SAM:  Well, good evening.  Thank you 


        15  for this opportunity to provide comment on behalf of 


        16  -- for myself and my family.  I'm a -- 


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Lottie, if you could just 


        18  spell your name for us.  Sorry. 


        19            MS. SAM:  Lottie Sam.  L-O-T-T-I-E.  Last 


        20  name Sam, S-A-M. 


        21            So I wanted to speak a little bit about 


        22  myself and my family.  My name is Lottie, and I'm 


        23  here to talk about salmon recovery and a strong fish 


        24  and wildlife program, because it matters to me and 


        25  my children and my grandchildren.  And it was good �
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         1  to hear the few words that we have from our youth 


         2  here, because I'm a education and outreach 


         3  specialist for Yakima Nation, but also been a 


         4  lifelong educator from pre-K all the way to 


         5  elementary and eighth grade. 


         6            So I teach about our practices with our 


         7  traditional foods, and salmon is our -- is our 


         8  staple.  It is a staple food for my family.  We rely 


         9  upon it, and my family is a fishing family from the 


        10  Columbia River down by White Salmon and Bingen.  And 


        11  I've traveled there many years of life.  Our family, 


        12  like I said, is traditional, so my brothers fish for 


        13  us, and I -- I get to haul fish, clean fish, cut 


        14  fish, dry it, can it, because I want that food 


        15  source to take care of me as we're taught. 


        16            I live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am 


        17  a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I 


        18  also in my time growing up and becoming an adult did 


        19  have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and 


        20  Benton REA.  I just wanted to share that to achieve 


        21  the Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to 


        22  adopt all the recommendations by state and tribal 


        23  fishery managers throughout the region to whom the 


        24  Council paid deference required by the North -- 


        25  Northwest Power Act including the -- the few �
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         1  priorities I'm going to mention.   


         2            One, elevate the levels of spill through 


         3  August 31st as a priority hydropower operations 


         4  measure.  While juvenile salmon and steelhead that 


         5  out migrate throughout August make up a 


         6  disproportionally large share of the wild adults 


         7  that return to the Columbia and the Snake Rivers.  


         8  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic 


         9  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the 


        10  generational population growth that is necessary to 


        11  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  


        12            Number two, detailed and explicit 


        13  accountability measures, especially linked to 


        14  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to 


        15  achieve program goals with a whole of government 


        16  approach and to address all necessary hydropower 


        17  measures in the 9th Power Plan.   


        18            Also just a little bit in regards to the 


        19  Lower Snake River Dams removal.  It's been talked 


        20  about.  We've heard the -- the benefits, the pros 


        21  and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still 


        22  hope to see that five million fish goal and maybe 


        23  even more.  And I know our programs are working hard 


        24  to establish and to work with a plan that hopefully 


        25  will -- will work towards that five million and    �
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         1  and more. 


         2            So I thank you for this opportunity again, 


         3  and, you know, hope that this will be met on and in 


         4  a good way.   


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Lottie.  


         6  We -- we hear a lot of expert testimony and a lot of 


         7  expert witnesses, which is great and important, but 


         8  it's also great to hear about your families and 


         9  community too.  Thank you for bringing that. 


        10            Jamaica Zoglman?  And this is the last 


        11  person I think we have signed up to testify.  If 


        12  someone else who signed up wanted to testify or 


        13  changed their mind, want to testify now, please we 


        14  can do another sheet back there.  Let us know.  And 


        15  okay.  We will have on more, and then we will take a 


        16  little break.   


        17            Jamaica? 


        18            MS. ZOGLMAN:  Okay.  Hi.  I'm Jamaica 


        19  Zoglman.  That's J A-M-A-I-C-A, Z-O-G-L-M-A-N.  And 


        20  I am from Yakima, Washington.  I use Pacific Power.  


        21  I'd like to acknowledge the Paiute, Nez Perce, 


        22  Umatilla, Colville, Wanapum, Coeur D'Alene, 


        23  Kalispel, Kootenai, Warm Springs, Shoshone, Spokane, 


        24  and Yakama Tribes.  These cultures are linked 


        25  inextricably to the Columbia and Snake Rivers and �
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         1  who have been stewards of these waterways for 


         2  countless generations. 


         3            I'm not an expert.  The statement I'm 


         4  making is just my own experience.  But it's not 


         5  really about me, it's about the cultural legacies of 


         6  Washington's rivers.  As other speakers have done 


         7  more eloquently, I want to talk about Celilo Falls, 


         8  which was flooded with the damming of the Columbia 


         9  River on March 10, 1957.  I remember the day that I 


        10  learned about Celilo Falls.  I was 18 and taking 


        11  classes toward my degree in anthropology. 


        12            I remember the absolute shock that I felt, 


        13  first that one of the major trading hubs of the 


        14  globe had existed for 11,000 years just a couple 


        15  hours from where I grew up.  Second, that it had 


        16  been deliberately obliterated within living memory.  


        17  And finally, that I had lived my whole life without 


        18  knowing any of this.  It was like learning that my 


        19  grandparents had burned down the Library of 


        20  Alexandria 200 miles from my house.  


        21            And that day changed my life.  It altered 


        22  my understanding of the world, and I'm here to hold 


        23  the Council accountable for answering the questions 


        24  that I started asking on that day.  Who was in the 


        25  room making decisions about how best to care for the �
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         1  animals, plants, air, water, and earth that has 


         2  sustained people here for many thousands of years.  


         3  Whose voice is being excluded and why.  Who benefits 


         4  from those decisions, and who loses, and what is the 


         5  story we tell ourselves about why that loss was 


         6  justified. 


         7            I believe we have a responsibility to 


         8  prioritize the wellbeing of our rivers and the 


         9  creatures that depend on their waters.  We also have 


        10  a responsibility to prioritize the voices of tribal 


        11  members who are uniquely able to guide policy and 


        12  care for rivers that have the -- been the lifeblood 


        13  of native people from the beginning.   


        14            The government has a long history of 


        15  getting it wrong and telling a story that justifies 


        16  it.  We must do better today.  And that's why I'm 


        17  elevating the voices of state and tribal fishery 


        18  members, managers, and asking for elevated levels of 


        19  spill through August 31st as a priority hydropower 


        20  operations measure.   


        21            Detailed and explicit accountability 


        22  measures, especially linked to Bonneville Power 


        23  Administration's responsibility to achieve program 


        24  goals.  An acknowledgement of Lower Snake River Dam 


        25  removal as a necessary measure in the final 2026 �
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         1  Fish and Wildlife Program.  Thank you. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Jamaica.   


         3            And next we have David Fast.   


         4            MR. FAST:  Not David. 


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Nope?  No?   


         6            MR. FAST:  Just signed up as an attendee.  


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh.  Got you.  Okay. 


         8            Susan Fleming has been inspired by the 


         9  rest of you to offer a few words. 


        10            MS. FLEMING:  That is true. 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  And we're glad for it.  


        12  Welcome, Susan. 


        13            MS. FLEMING:  That is true.  Susan 


        14  Fleming.  S U S-A-N, Fleming, like it sounds, F-L-E-


        15  M-I-N-G.  I have some appreciation for the 


        16  difficulty of what you do here.  There's a law that 


        17  you have to abide by.  There are probably a hundred 


        18  organizations you need to try to coordinate, and you 


        19  have goals that seem to me to be contradictory.  


        20  Save the fish and make sure the power's good.  


        21  That's really hard stuff. 


        22            So I thank you for trying to do it.  I'm 


        23  glad we have such law.  I don't know how you are 


        24  able to negotiate all this.  But I just wanted to 


        25  say something about the Snake River Dams.  People �
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         1  need to be compensated for what they lose if the 


         2  dams are taken down.  I can't see any other 


         3  reasonable way to do this. 


         4            Clearly, from the science I know about, 


         5  which isn't all of it, taking those dams down is the 


         6  best chance we have for improving the number of 


         7  salmon that comes through.  But, it's not right to 


         8  take away people's livelihoods, or it's not white -- 


         9  it's not right to cause them financial damages for 


        10  something that -- that wasn't their fault and will 


        11  benefit all of us and that actually has to do with a 


        12  law.    


        13            So I would like you to go -- I would love 


        14  the dams to come down, but I think it ought to be 


        15  done in a way that seems fair to -- to the 


        16  stakeholders.   


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Fair enough.  Thank you so 


        18  much, Susan.   


        19            That concludes our list.  We are going to 


        20  keep the hearing open until 6:30; is that right?  


        21  Yeah?  And I -- I guess we'll take a little break 


        22  now.  We'll reconvene in a little while.  Staff and 


        23  Les will be back, and I'm here and we -- we can keep 


        24  it informal for a little while, and if someone wants 


        25  to provide formal testimony a little later, we'll be �
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         1  there for that too.  Thank you so much, everyone. 


         2            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


         3            MR. GOLDEN:  And with that, we will 


         4  conclude the Yakima hearing for the 2026 Draft Fish 


         5  and Wildlife Program.   


         6            (WHEREUPON, the meeting concluded at 6:30 


         7  p.m.)                            
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