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·1· ·NORTHWEST POWER AND CONSERVATION COUNCIL DRAFT 2026

·2· · ·COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAM

·3· · · · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC HEARING

·4· · · · · · · · · · · · ·HELD ON

·5· · · · · · · ·WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · 4:32 P.M.

·7

·8· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Welcome everyone and thank

·9· you for being here.· My name is KC Golden, I'm a

10· Washington member of the Northwest Power Planning

11· Council.· My counterpart, the other Washington

12· member, Les Purce is Vice Chair of the Council and

13· is here with us, and this is the Yakima hearing to

14· collect your comments and guidance on the Draft 2026

15· Fish and Wildlife Program.

16· · · · · · I'm going to read a formal statement that

17· needs to be read into the record about what we're

18· doing here in just a second, but before I do that,

19· we have many of the staff who have helped craft this

20· program and put their very hard work and

21· considerable skill and talent to the wheel to

22· produce this draft and they're here with us tonight,

23· and I want you to -- to note them as well.

24· · · · · · We have Rudy Salakory visiting from the

25· great State of Oregon, staff to the Oregon Council
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·1· Members.· Kym Buzdygon, our Public Affairs Director,

·2· is in the back.· Stacy Horton, Washington staff is

·3· here.· Kate Self, who you'll hear from in just a

·4· moment about what we're up to, and who am I missing?

·5· · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Sara.· Peter and

·6· Sara.

·7· · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· Sara.

·8· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Peter Cogswell, Executive

·9· Director, is here, and Sara Mounts from the

10· Washington Staff.· So that's us, and here's the --

11· the formal business, the little bit of formal

12· business for tonight.

13· · · · · · I would like to call this public hearing

14· to order.· I already told you who I am.· And the way

15· we're going to do this tonight is that anyone

16· wishing to provide public comment should sign up on

17· the list provided at the back of the room.· We have

18· the first few signup sheets here already.· When the

19· time comes to hear your comments, I'll call people

20· up to testify in the order in which you're signed

21· up.· Each person will have four minutes to speak.

22· Sara will help us keep time and make sure we -- we

23· stay within limits.

24· · · · · · We have a court reporter recording

25· everything.· She is right there.· And if you have
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·1· any written comments, it's -- with you physically

·2· here today, it's important you leave those with her.

·3· It's also important to spell your name when you come

·4· up to make your comments, and I'll help you remember

·5· that, so the court reporter gets them right.· And

·6· here is our statement for the administrative record.

·7· · · · · · Under the Northwest Power Act, the

·8· Northwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and

·9· periodically amends a program to protect, mitigate,

10· and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the

11· development and operation of hydroelectric

12· facilities on the Columbia River and its

13· tributaries.· The current version of the program is

14· the 2014 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife

15· Program with a 2020 addendum.

16· · · · · · The Council's in the process of amending

17· this Fish and Wildlife Program in a formal amendment

18· process under the Act.· We recently released the

19· Draft of the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.· The

20· Council's now at the stage of the amendment process

21· where we're -- we're receiving public comment on

22· that Draft Program.· The formal comment period

23· extends until March 2, 2026.

24· · · · · · Council's conducting public hearings like

25· this one to receive oral comments on the draft.· We
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·1· have the court reporter in attendance.· The

·2· transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all

·3· Council members and staff and will be included in

·4· the administrative record for this program amendment

·5· process.· The Council is all -- also accepting

·6· written comments on the Draft Fish and Wildlife

·7· Program until March 2nd, Instructions for how to

·8· comment in writing are on the Council's website, and

·9· you can also ask any of the staff in the room about

10· how to do that.

11· · · · · · And just to conclude the formal part of

12· this to say, you know, that's the -- that's the --

13· that's the formal thing.· Public participation,

14· public comment, public transparency, public guidance

15· on what the Council does is not just a formality.

16· It is a legal requirement, but it's also much more

17· than that.

18· · · · · · The Council was created in significant

19· part to get broader participation in these decisions

20· that affect us all, and I know that you all --

21· there's a lot going on out there, and there's a lot

22· of demands on us as citizens right now, and so the

23· fact that you're here tonight and putting the car

24· and thought and attention into these important

25· decisions is very well appreciated, I know, by the
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·1· Council members and staff, and really truly is an

·2· important part of how we -- how we get to the final

·3· program, not just a formality.

·4· · · · · · So thank you so much for being here.· And

·5· now I want to turn it over to Kate to describe the

·6· program a little bit.

·7· · · · · · MS. SELF:· Thank you, Chair Golden.· And

·8· good evening, everyone, and welcome to this public

·9· hearing on the Northwest Power and Conservation

10· Council's Draft 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and

11· Wildlife Program.· My name is Kate Self, and I am a

12· Fish and Wildlife Program scientist with the

13· Council.· I am going to give a short presentation on

14· the Council and the Fish and Wildlife Program, and

15· then we'll open it up to you for public comment.

16· · · · · · Who we are.· The Council was created by

17· Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to

18· give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power

19· planning and protecting fish and wildlife.· The

20· Council is an interstate compact agency representing

21· the basin states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and

22· Washington.· The governors of each state appoints

23· two members, and we've got our great Washington

24· members here tonight as you just heard.

25· · · · · · The Northwest Power Act requires the
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·1· Council to develop with public participation a

·2· regional power plan and a fish and wildlife program.

·3· Federal agencies including the Bonneville Power

·4· Administration, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army

·5· Corps of Engineers, and the Federal Energy

·6· Regulatory Commission all have legal

·7· responsibilities under the Act.

·8· · · · · · First, I'll briefly touch on our role in

·9· power planning.· The Council must develop a 20-year

10· regional power plan to ensure an adequate,

11· efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for

12· the Pacific Northwest.· The Council considers how

13· much energy the region will need and what resources

14· are available to meet that need beginning with

15· energy efficiency.

16· · · · · · The Council's power plan guides Bonneville

17· Power Administration's acquisition of cost-effective

18· resources.· It also serves as an important technical

19· resource for the region.· The power plan is reviewed

20· and revised every five years as well, and the draft

21· of the next power plan called the 9th Power Plan is

22· expected in mid-2026, so this year.· As with the

23· Fish and Wildlife Program, there will be multiple

24· opportunities for public comment on the power plan,

25· and we also hope to hear from you at that time.
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·1· · · · · · The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program is

·2· updated about every five years as -- as you heard

·3· based primarily on the recommendations from the

·4· state and federal fish and wildlife agencies and

·5· tribes along with other partners as directed by the

·6· Northwest Power Act.· The Fish and Wildlife Program

·7· is intended to protect, mitigate, and enhance all

·8· fish and wildlife impacted by the hydropower system.

·9· This includes onsite mitigation measures at the dams

10· like changes to flow and passage, and offsite

11· mitigation measures like habitat restoration and

12· artificial production or hatcheries.

13· · · · · · The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program

14· has been in place for over 40 years.· It is one of

15· the largest mitigation efforts in the world,

16· covering an area roughly the size of France.· It has

17· grown and evolved over time based on the best

18· available science, and while progress is evident,

19· the Council recognizes that more work remains to be

20· done.

21· · · · · · Over the 40-year life of the Program,

22· there have been significant accomplishments.

23· Changes to how the hydro system operates as well as

24· improved passage at dams has benefited both adult

25· and juvenile migration.· Habitat work has protected,
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·1· restored, or improved hundreds of thousands of acres

·2· of land across the region.

·3· · · · · · The Columbia Basin Water Transactions

·4· Program has collaborated with willing landowners and

·5· irrigation districts to keep water in streams when

·6· fish need it, and artificial production programs

·7· support both conservation and harvest objectives.

·8· Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and

·9· maintained to keep fish out of irrigation systems,

10· and that's just to name a few.

11· · · · · · Next, I'll talk about how the Fish and

12· Wildlife Program gets updated.· There are many steps

13· that we have to take to amend the Fish and Wildlife

14· Program beginning with the call for recommendations

15· that went out to the region in January of 2025 and

16· the subsequent public comment period.· We released a

17· Draft Program in December of 2025, and we are now

18· accepting comments on that Draft until March 2nd of

19· this year.· The Council's goal is to release a final

20· Fish and Wildlife Program in May of 2026.

21· · · · · · We received hundreds of recommendations

22· and thousands of comments during this amendment

23· process, and the Council has considered them very

24· carefully over the last six months.· Over the course

25· of this review, some topics seemed to be of
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·1· particular urgency or importance to the region.

·2· · · · · · Priorities identified for the Draft

·3· Program include making sure that assets and projects

·4· have the funding they need to continue to function

·5· and benefit fish and wildlife, having consistent and

·6· stable hydro operations over a longer period of time

·7· that keeps water moving, increases velocities, and

·8· minimizes fluctuations, assessing and managing

·9· predation in the areas most likely to increase

10· salmon and steelhead survival, and continuing the

11· crucial habitat work that is a cornerstone of the

12· Council's Fish and Wildlife Program.· The Council is

13· also placing particular emphasis at this time on

14· coordinating with other relevant agencies to

15· identify sources of non-rate payer funding.

16· · · · · · And with that, I just have a few reminders

17· about tonight, and Member Golden, chair of this

18· hearing, already mentioned the sign-up sheets are

19· right back here when you entered the room.

20· Bathrooms are in the hallway, there is a water

21· cooler in the back with cups on the right if anybody

22· needs water.

23· · · · · · And just a note, the court reporter here

24· is positioned in the middle of the room, so in order

25· to get up to the front microphone, it's probably
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·1· easiest if you step out and walk around the outside

·2· and up through the front just to avoid the middle --

·3· the -- the court -- yeah.· The -- the labyrinth of

·4· cords and the court reporter.· Give her her space.

·5· · · · · · And just one more time, can the staff in

·6· the room please raise our hands just so if anybody

·7· has questions at any time, feel free to get up and

·8· bend our ears.· And a reminder to be courteous to

·9· both members, staff, and everybody else in the room

10· tonight.· We're really looking forward to hearing

11· your comments.

12· · · · · · I know a lot of people might have filtered

13· in after Member Golden started, and so I just wanted

14· to reiterate that there is a four-minute comment

15· period for each comment.· If you don't feel like

16· getting up in front of people and speaking tonight

17· but you do have something to say, there's also these

18· comment -- written comment sheets in the back that

19· you're welcome to fill out and hand to us or, again,

20· we take comments online anytime that you feel like

21· submitting them.

22· · · · · · So I'll hand it back to you now.

23· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks.· And -- and as we

24· call our first people up, at the risk of saying this

25· one too many times, I just want to tell you how

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· important your role in this process is.· The -- the

·2· Council was created at a moment in our region's

·3· history when we were experiencing a lot of problems

·4· associated with the fact that the decisions that are

·5· in front of the Council now were not being made in a

·6· way that was accountable to the states, accountable

·7· to the sovereign tribes of the region, accountable

·8· to -- to you, the people.· And that is very much a

·9· purpose of the Act.

10· · · · · · Kate -- Kate had the -- the two slides

11· that said what we do, one was the Fish and Wildlife

12· Program, one was the Power Plan.· This really is the

13· third and co-equal thing that we do is to engage all

14· of you in helping us craft the Fish and Wildlife

15· Program and -- and a plan that we can all be proud

16· of, be part of, and that genuinely serves our

17· interests, not just the interests of sort of the

18· professionals who -- who are paid to -- to make

19· these decisions.

20· · · · · · So very important part of the role.  I

21· also want to before I turn to our first commenter,

22· extend special thanks to the Yakima Nation.· We are

23· on their homeland.· We are glad to have many of you

24· here, and we very much appreciate what you bring to

25· this table, too.
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·1· · · · · · Les, anything before we start?

·2· · · · · · MR. PURCE:· No, Mr. Chair.· Thank you all

·3· for being here.· This is what our work is all about.

·4· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And our first commenter, is

·6· -- is it Aileen Kane?

·7· · · · · · MS. KANE:· Aileen.

·8· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Aileen Kane.

·9· · · · · · MS. KANE:· What do you call -- what --

10· what name do you give a one-legged Irishman?

11· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Whatever name you tell us.

12· · · · · · MS. KANE:· Whatever name she likes.

13· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Yeah.· Kane's not bad.

14· · · · · · MS. KANE:· Okay.· Well, I have to begin

15· with the fact that I am -- my name is Aileen Kane,

16· I'm from Yakima, Washington.· Have lived here for

17· close to 30 years.· One of the nicest things about

18· Yakima and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is

19· salmon.· I love to eat salmon, and I love to cook

20· salmon, and my kids got sick of the stuff when they

21· were little.

22· · · · · · But we need the salmon to be abundant.

23· They are a key species.· Everything that can be done

24· to help them, everything that can be done to keep

25· the process accountable to the stakeholders such as
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·1· the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.

·2· I'm not an expert on how it happens.· This is the

·3· first time I've ever spoken in front of the body,

·4· but it's important we're -- not only is it

·5· important, it's important that it's done right.

·6· · · · · · And just basically salmon need to not only

·7· be saved, they to be abundant.· They were abundant

·8· before white people came up here, and they need to

·9· be abundant again.· Thank you very much, have a good

10· evening.

11· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Aileen, can I ask you to

12· spell your name for the court reporter?

13· · · · · · MS. KANE:· Yes.· A-I-L-E-E-N.· Kane, K-A-

14· N-E.

15· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank -- thank you so much

16· for being with us.

17· · · · · · MS. KANE:· Thank you, too.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· There's a few people signed

19· up who are signed up on the list but not as

20· testifying.· If anybody changes their mind or gets

21· inspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call

22· you up later, let me know.· But our next person who

23· is signed up to testify is a familiar sounding name,

24· Margie Van Cleve.

25· · · · · · MS. VAN CLEVE:· Hi, there.
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·1· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And -- and please do spell

·2· your name for us.

·3· · · · · · MS. VAN CLEVE:· M-A-R-G-I-E, V-A-N C-L-E-

·4· V-E.

·5· · · · · · Hi, my name is Margie Van Cleve.· Thank

·6· you for this opportunity to give testimony.· I live

·7· here in Yakima County.· I'm a rate payer as well as

·8· the conservation chair for the Washington chapter of

·9· the Sierra Club.· I get my power from Pacific Power.

10· · · · · · Salmon and steelhead recovery in the

11· Columbia and Snake River Basins are important to me,

12· which is why I support a very strong fish and

13· wildlife program.· The electric rates I pay are part

14· of the harm to the salmon and steelhead in the

15· Columbia and Snake River Basins.· So I also want

16· these rates to help mitigate that harm by making

17· investments in both the hydropower system and

18· prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower

19· system.

20· · · · · · I want BPA and our utility companies to --

21· to treat fish friendly power generation and

22· sustainable, abundant salmon and steelhead

23· populations equally.· The Council needs to achieve,

24· not just have a goal, of five million fish.· We've

25· had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from
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·1· achieving it.· I think we're further now than we

·2· were when we started.

·3· · · · · · Towards that end, I urge you to adopt all

·4· of the recommendations made by the state and tribal

·5· fishery managers throughout the region whom the

·6· Council must pay deference as required by the

·7· Northwest Power Act.· Especially the following three

·8· priorities.· I know you guys have heard this, and

·9· you're going to hear it some more.

10· · · · · · Elevated levels of spill through August

11· 31st is a priority hydropower operations measure.

12· The wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that out

13· migrate through August make up a disproportionately

14· large share of wild adults that return to the

15· Columbia and Snake Rivers.· Increased spill is

16· necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these

17· wild and natural stocks and allow the generational

18· population growth that's necessary to recover

19· healthy and abundant fisheries.

20· · · · · · We really need detailed and explicit

21· accountability measures especially linked to the

22· Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to

23· achieve program goals with a whole of government

24· approach and to address all necessary hydropower

25· measures in the 9th Power Plan.· These must be
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·1· detailed and explicit accountability measures that

·2· are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in

·3· many years past regarding salmon and steelhead

·4· recovery.

·5· · · · · · Please acknowledge the Lower Snake River

·6· Dam removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026

·7· Fish and Wildlife Program.· The inclusion of the dam

·8· breached scenario with accompanying analysis must be

·9· part of the 9th Power Plan.· Established science

10· clearly demonstrates that removing those four Lower

11· Snake River Dams is a necessary action to -- to

12· achieve the five million fish goal and will have the

13· single largest impact on the recovery of salmon and

14· steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake Rivers.

15· · · · · · Thank you for your time and patience.

16· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you so much, Margie.

17· · · · · · MS. VAN CLEVE:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And thanks to the Club for

19· all your'e doing.· Would you leave your written

20· comments with the court reporter?

21· · · · · · MS. VAN CLEVE:· They're scribbly, but I

22· can do that.

23· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· That's fine.· That -- that --

24· that works.

25· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· That's okay.· Thanks so

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· much.

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· She's used to it.

·3· · · · · · Suki Smaglik.· And in addition to spelling

·4· your name, you can correct my mispronunciation

·5· before you come up.

·6· · · · · · MS. SMAGLIK:· Oh you pronounced it well,

·7· but I will spell it for you.· And I forgot to grab

·8· mine out of the printer, so I'm trying to do it from

·9· the notes I just made here.· So, yeah, my name is

10· spelled S-U-K-I, S M A G L I K.· So Suki Smaglik.

11· · · · · · I'm here to share why salmon recovery and

12· a strong fish and wildlife program matter to me.  I

13· live in Estes.· I moved here about nine years ago

14· from Wyoming.· I'm a rate payer and -- well, I'm a

15· taxpayer too, but a rate payer and utility customer

16· of Pacific Power.· I and many other rate payers in

17· our community want the Bonneville Power Authority

18· and our utility companies to prioritize fish

19· friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant

20· salmon and steelhead populations.

21· · · · · · So I have lived along the Snake River and

22· its tributaries for several decades.· From the

23· headwaters in Wyoming through Idaho Falls and now in

24· Yakima.· I'm an independent environmental educator

25· with over 40 years of experience, and this is always
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·1· a subject presented in my classes.

·2· · · · · · As an earth scientist, I support

·3· hydroelectric power, in other words, gravity power,

·4· as a clean energy source next to that of wind and

·5· solar energies.· However, in the hundred years that

·6· we have been building these big dams in this

·7· country, we've learned a lot.· And we've learned how

·8· much we have damaged the environment with them.

·9· · · · · · So what I would like to see is some new

10· ideas, some new engineering, some new dams that can

11· provide us with power and not destroy the habitat

12· that they're placed in.· So there are a couple

13· things that happen when we haul back water that

14· happen in the riparian area of -- and change the

15· ecology of the river.

16· · · · · · The increases in the amount of silt held

17· back increases the elevation of the reservoirs

18· therefore decreasing the oxygen flow and -- and

19· decreasing the temperature, and they decrease the

20· amount of new material that is essential for

21· downstream river health leading to less fish, less

22· wildlife habitat, and potentially more flood events.

23· · · · · · These dams also serve as a barrier to fish

24· and wildlife migration and in some cases destroy the

25· fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through
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·1· that dam environment.· It's time to take a look for

·2· new technological and -- excuse me, and engineering

·3· solutions to the damage caused by large river dams

·4· and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate

·5· clean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and

·6· cultural life of the rivers.

·7· · · · · · To achieve the Council's five million fish

·8· goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations

·9· by the state and tribal fishery managers in the

10· region.· Use the science.· To whom the Council must

11· pay deference to requiring -- required by the

12· Northwest Power Act including the three priorities.

13· And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're

14· important to get in the record as many times as

15· possible.

16· · · · · · Keep the elevated levels of the spill

17· through August 31st as a priority and hydropower

18· operations.· Wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that

19· out migrate throughout August make up a

20· disproportionately large share of the wild adults

21· that return to the Columbia and Snake Rivers.

22· Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic

23· diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the

24· generational population growth that is necessary to

25· recover healthy and abundant fisheries.· Detailed

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· and explicit --

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· 30 seconds, Suki.· Sorry.

·3· · · · · · MS. SMAGLIK:· Oh that's it?· Okay.

·4· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· No.· No.· 30 seconds.

·5· · · · · · MS. SMAGLIK:· Oh, okay.· Detailed and

·6· explicit accountability measures especially linked

·7· to the BPA responsible to achieve the program goals

·8· and acknowledge the Lower Snake River Dam removal as

·9· a necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and

10· Wildlife Program include an analysis of breached

11· dams scenario and in the 9th Power Plan.

12· · · · · · And thank you very much for us being

13· allowed to speak out.

14· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks so much, Suki.· You

15· can just leave your phone with the court reporter.

16· · · · · · MS. SMAGLIK:· Yeah, right.· I submitted

17· this online, so we're good.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Susan Fleming is up next.

19· · · · · · MS. FLEMING:· Oh.· I'm Susan Fleming, but

20· I didn't sign up.

21· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Oh, I see.· Not to testify.

22· Let me know if you change your mind.

23· · · · · · Another Van Cleve, David Van Cleve.

24· · · · · · MR. VAN CLEVE:· Hello.· My name's David

25· Van Cleve, and I live in Selah.· My -- my public
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·1· utility is Pacific Power.· I'm a -- I outdoor --

·2· lifelong outdoor recreationist and canoeist.· When I

·3· came to Pacific Northwest almost 35 years ago, first

·4· river I ran had hundreds of salmon every day.

·5· Hundreds.· I mean, all day.· I could spend all day

·6· looking at fish.

·7· · · · · · Now, I haven't been able to do that again

·8· ever.· I remember that day fondly, it's burned into

·9· my memory.· I -- therefore, I care about salmon and

10· all actions necessary to recover the fish.· And I

11· want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly

12· power to get abundant salmon.· I trust the state and

13· tribal fishery managers more than the federal

14· process which tends to sacrifice fish for power.

15· · · · · · These managers -- these managers, the

16· tribal and state fishery managers, say that

17· significant spill is needed to continue until August

18· 31st.· The spills are needed to preserve the genetic

19· diversity of the fish.· The -- it doesn't make sense

20· to not plan for removal of the Snake River Dams.

21· We've been -- the six sovereigns have been working

22· on removing the Snake River Dams for 35 year -- plus

23· years.· The Sierra Club has been working on it for

24· 35 plus years.

25· · · · · · This administration totally reversed
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·1· themselves.· The next administration is going to

·2· reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the

·3· process and plan for it.· And the power from the

·4· Snake River Dams can easily be replaced by solar,

·5· wind, and energy efficiency.· I built my house 26

·6· years ago.· I'm an engineer and energy nerd.· I've

·7· reduced my power usage by half in 26 years.· 22,000

·8· kilowatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per

·9· year.

10· · · · · · Every time I replace an appliance, my

11· energy use goes down.· The list thing I did was put

12· a hybrid heat pump in it and it saved me 2,000

13· kilowatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost me

14· anymore.· Pacific Power gave me a rebate that made

15· it equal.· So you need to plan for the removal of

16· the Snake River Dams.

17· · · · · · I urge you prioritize the recovery of fish

18· in this plan.· We need to have a choice or have an

19· alternative.· Please choose the alternative that is

20· best for fish.

21· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· David, thank so much.· Could

22· you spell your name and -- for the court reporter?

23· · · · · · MR. VAN CLEVE:· David, D-A-V-I-D, V-A-N C

24· L E V E.

25· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And if you would leave those

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· notes too that'd be great.

·2· · · · · · Thanks so much.· And I missed John Littel.

·3· How could I do that?· Good evening, John.

·4· · · · · · MR. LITTEL:· My name is John Littel.· J-O-

·5· H-N, L I T T E L.

·6· · · · · · Good evening.· My name's John Littel.· I'm

·7· a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and I'm

·8· here to share why salmon recovery and strong fish

·9· and wildlife program matter to me.· I'm a rate payer

10· and I get my power from Puget Sound Energy, and I

11· want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish

12· friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant

13· salmon and steelhead populations.

14· · · · · · I love alongside the Yakima River, and I'm

15· a river rafter and fisherman.· I'm also a volunteer

16· in the river restoration work happening on the

17· Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the

18· upper Kittitas County.· Working alongside dedicated

19· people from the Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish

20· and Wildlife, and the mid-Columbia fisheries

21· enhancement group, I have learned how simple,

22· concrete strategies like building large, log traffic

23· structures and beaver dam analogues help to recharge

24· the floodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and

25· create new channels for the river.
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·1· · · · · · Of consequence then is recovered and

·2· expanded salmon and bull trout habitat and newly

·3· established cottonwood riparian zone landscapes in

·4· the floodplain.· It's remarkable landscape changing

·5· work, and I encourage you to visit the Teanaway and

·6· see it for yourselves.· The Teanaway along with Gold

·7· Creek, the Kachess River, and the Cle Elum River are

·8· the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself

·9· a tributary of the Columbia.

10· · · · · · And right now, just a short distance

11· downriver from where we are meeting tonight at the

12· confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia, a

13· historic restoration project is nearing completion.

14· The deconstruction of the Bateman Island Causeway

15· freeing a major channel in the Columbia and

16· restoring a significant piece of salmon habitat.

17· · · · · · So it's especially important today that

18· we're meeting to advocate for the adoption of your

19· new Fish and Wildlife Plan.· To achieve the

20· Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to

21· adopt all of the recommendations by the state tribal

22· fisheries managers throughout the region including

23· the following three priorities:

24· · · · · · One, elevated levels of spill through

25· August 31 as a priority hydropower operations
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·1· measure.· Increased spill is necessary to protect

·2· the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks

·3· that allow generational population growth that is

·4· necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.

·5· · · · · · Two, detailed and explicit accountability

·6· measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility

·7· to achieve program goals.· And three, acknowledge

·8· Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary measure

·9· in the final '26 Fish and Wildlife Program and

10· include an analysis of dam breached scenarios in the

11· 9th Power Plan.

12· · · · · · Removing the Lower Snake River Dams will

13· have the single largest impact on the recovery of

14· salmon and steelhead stocks in the Columbia and

15· Snake Rivers.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks so much, John.· It's

17· great to see you.

18· · · · · · MR. LITTEL:· You too.

19· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Okay.· Josh Lozano is it?

20· · · · · · I'm sorry.· Just one second.· What's your

21· name?

22· · · · · · MS. COLFAX:· Yvonne.· You want -- I'll go

23· first.

24· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Okay.· Yvonne, you're up.

25· · · · · · MS. COLFAX:· Good evening.· My name's
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·1· Yvonne Colfax.· Y-V-O-N-N-E, C-O-L-F-A-X.· I'm a

·2· member of Yakima Nation.· I'm a treaty fisherman and

·3· a rate payer.· I was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in

·4· Celilo Village.· It is always called my home.· And

·5· the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls

·6· where the fish traveled to.

·7· · · · · · I'll remember the people's faces that

·8· fished and lived in Celilo.· I'll remember the roar

·9· of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water.· I'll

10· remember the mist, the sweet smell of vegetation

11· that the water helped grow.· At night, it was a

12· sight to see a number of bats flying around.· All

13· this is a memory.· It's all gone today.

14· · · · · · We as Indian people thrive by our

15· religion, religious beliefs, customs, and culture.

16· As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all

17· we need.· We are fortunate that our ancestors

18· reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise

19· our animals.· Our way of life and our paths are not

20· told very well in history.· In fact, we were deemed

21· as Indian problems by the federal government and

22· others.

23· · · · · · We were portrayed as less than human who

24· got in the way of progress all across the country.

25· Indian removal came in many forms to make way for
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·1· progress, removal being the worst of all.· Another

·2· way was to take away our food source, being the

·3· salmon and wildlife we depend on.· If one studies

·4· the history, the creation of the Northwest Power

·5· Act, there is no description of the Indian in there

·6· except the need to flood Celilo Falls.· It's a

·7· history of formation and the establishment of PUD

·8· and co-ops.

·9· · · · · · Our water was seen as profitable, and the

10· water needed to be tamed and controlled.· Our river

11· has made politicians, developers, financiers,

12· businessmen millionaires off the Pacific Northwest

13· resources.· We as people have thrived and are still

14· here and we have nothing left.· Our water is scarce

15· as well as the fish and wildlife.· We depend on

16· nature for us to thrive.

17· · · · · · I can never abandon the Columbia River,

18· because all my ancestors are buried along the river

19· and under the waters.· I'm going to review the

20· Draft.· I'm here today just to give a general

21· comment, but I want to look at the Draft document as

22· I find that the English language has many meanings,

23· and they can be interpreted in many ways, and I

24· somehow just don't trust things.

25· · · · · · And I'd like to say thank you for hearing
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·1· my comments.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you for all of your

·3· powerful words.

·4· · · · · · Josh Lozano, Benton REA.· Thanks for being

·5· with us, Josh.

·6· · · · · · MR. LOZANO:· That's going to be a tough

·7· act to follow.· Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H, L-O-Z-A-N-O.

·8· · · · · · Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, members of

·9· the committee, my name is Josh Lozano.· I serve as

10· the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA.· We're

11· an electric co op, we're a nonprofit.· We've got

12· about 12,000 members, many of those here in Yakima

13· County.· We used to serve the Yakima Reservation as

14· well, and we sold that part of the service territory

15· to Yakima Power years ago.· And so we recognize and

16· appreciate serving the tribal nations.

17· · · · · · As a consumer owned electric co-op, I

18· think we provide a little bit of a unique

19· perspective on this particular matter.· We get about

20· 60 percent of our power from hydro in the State of

21· Washington.· Benton REA, our -- our fuel mix is 80

22· percent to 85 percent hydro.· And so we value that

23· resource very much.

24· · · · · · And as power public entities through the

25· rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Administration,
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·1· those rates also go for fish mitigation.· So 60

·2· cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in

·3· through power revenues is used for purchasing power,

·4· transmission services.· And 16 cents of every dollar

·5· that Bonneville spends goes towards fish mitigation,

·6· fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking

·7· salmon from one dam to the next.

·8· · · · · · And so -- and I've seen firsthand some of

·9· the research that has gone into fish mitigation

10· practices, U.S. tax dollars through the Department

11· of Energy.· And science there says that about 90 to

12· 95 percent fish survivability from one dam to the

13· next.· And so I recognize that you have a challenge

14· ahead of you, and it's that balance of this

15· biological, important work, but balancing the

16· affordability and power in the State of Washington.

17· The reliability of power in the State of Washington.

18· · · · · · And so I would caution against prematurely

19· looking at the removal or breaching of the Lower

20· Snake River Dams.· You're talking about 1,000

21· average megawatts of power that we get from those

22· facilities.· 3,000 megawatts in capacity that we

23· need in the winter and in the summer.· And so we

24· should be very cautious about studying breaching

25· prematurely.
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·1· · · · · · And so I appreciate the work that you've

·2· done and -- and I would just offer that from -- from

·3· a -- a customer of Bonneville who utilizes that

·4· resource fairly heavily.· Energy reliability remains

·5· a core public interest for rural communities, for

·6· our families, for our farmers, for our businesses,

·7· they depend on power from the Columbia River power

·8· system, and in -- as an electric co-op, it is our

·9· job to make sure the we provide that power in a way

10· that is reliable and affordable and clean.

11· · · · · · The State of Washington has a mandate to

12· be 100 percent clean by 2045, and so evaluating

13· taking megawatts out of the system that are clean

14· energy megawatts puts us in jeopardy of not meeting

15· our climate -- Clean Energy Transformation Act

16· commitment of being 100 percent clean.· And so again

17· I would caution about looking at anything that we do

18· that would remove megawatts from the system.· And,

19· again, I recognize that there has to be a balance,

20· and part of that balance is the -- the dollars that

21· public power puts into fish mitigation.

22· · · · · · And so I would encourage the Council as

23· well to evaluate future recommendations with a

24· comprehensive system wide context in mind looking at

25· all external drivers such as ocean conditions,
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·1· predation, and harvest levels.· Recognizing both the

·2· progress that has been made and the multiple

·3· influence -- influence and factors that are

·4· involved.

·5· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And 30 seconds, Josh.

·6· · · · · · MR. LOZANO:· Thank you.· I appreciate --

·7· appreciate the time.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks.· Thanks for turning

·9· out, Josh.

10· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· Can I get that statement

11· from you?· And then Yvonne, can I get that statement

12· from you too, please?

13· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And next up is Larry Pryor.

14· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· Hold on just one moment.

15· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Welcome, Larry.

16· · · · · · MR. PRYOR:· Thank you.· Hi.· My name's

17· Larry Pryor.· I live here in Yakima, Washington.  I

18· wear a number of different hats.· Today I want to

19· briefly to an introduction of a new system we have

20· that's pertinent to the long term planning.· I want

21· to speak as a recreational fisherman and as an

22· advocate.

23· · · · · · First, briefly I can only but a few

24· minutes, we've been developing a prototype

25· independent hatchery system that has applications
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·1· for a number of your different partners, whether it

·2· tribal.· The second thing I want to talk about is

·3· NGO and that I don't have enough time to really

·4· introduce it, but it -- but it is pretty

·5· substantial.

·6· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Do give it to us in written

·7· comments.

·8· · · · · · MR. PRYOR:· Right.· And that -- you can

·9· look at it at nwf.fish.

10· · · · · · Secondly, I want to talk about most -- so

11· I want to compliment the Northwest Power Council

12· over the years of your -- your efforts in fisheries.

13· That's mostly what I want to speak on is fisheries.

14· I -- and that are your partners here, a lot of

15· Yakima tribes, Nec Perce tribes, and that I get

16· around to a number of different hatcheries

17· throughout through my learning curve.

18· · · · · · One of the things I'm going to comment on

19· here quickly is when I get into tribal hatcheries, I

20· will ask -- I have a number of different key

21· questions.· One of the questions I ask is what are

22· your terms, goals.· When I get into tribal

23· hatcheries like Yakima, Nec Perce, I get clear,

24· distinct answers in that as a matter of fact,

25· everything -- if I had to comment, everything that
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·1· they do is about managing towards adult returns.  I

·2· get into other state and federal hatcheries and

·3· utility hatcheries, and I get a blank look that we

·4· only -- but the answer is, well, we produce X amount

·5· of fish, not towards adult returns.

·6· · · · · · One of my comments in reviewing your

·7· Draft, you have set long-term standards of SARs that

·8· you -- the 2 to 6 percent goals that you promote

·9· with.· However, a number -- one of the things

10· looking through the Draft is is that you talk about

11· a lot of other not partners but other participants

12· in the Columbia River fisheries.· They don't hold

13· those same standards and that that needs to change,

14· you know, that -- that their standard is a

15· production model and not an adult return model, and

16· that that standard needs to change.

17· · · · · · Lastly, I'm -- I'm a advocate.· I'm a pain

18· in the butt, but I -- I fish over on the Cowlitz

19· River which is a mitigated hatchery from Tacoma

20· Power, and that -- while it's in the lower basin

21· below Bonneville, it still contributes to the lower

22· river fisheries.· I'll tell you that their SARs are

23· terrible, and when I talk to them, and just

24· yesterday, I was bringing this up, if the Northwest

25· Power -- at their FDC meeting that the Northwest
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·1· Power Council has long-term sets of standards of 2

·2· to 6 percent SARs, why aren't you doing that, why

·3· aren't you defining success that way, and why aren't

·4· you setting those goals.

·5· · · · · · They will tell me time after time again

·6· that -- we just have to meet our -- for licensure

·7· settlement agreement.· My point in this is that you

·8· have leverage over groups like that.· It's not just

·9· Tacoma Power, but it is other utilities that are up

10· and down the Columbia River.· Tacoma Power purchases

11· 70 percent of their power that they resell to their

12· -- their rate payers, while the Cowlitz is probably

13· mostly paid for by their fisheries -- their -- their

14· -- their dams and the power generated there.

15· · · · · · But -- but they're still buying 70 percent

16· power from Bonneville Power.· Why aren't they held

17· to the same standard that you are holding yourself

18· to?· You have that leverage here about saying, no,

19· wait a minute here.· And the same with the other

20· utilities here.· Those -- you know, getting those

21· folks to change to an adult return goal here and

22· setting the standards what yours -- you've been

23· setting for long-term of 2 to 6 percent SARs.

24· · · · · · So their -- their SAR goals should be

25· substantially higher, the same that your tribal
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·1· members are beating and exceeded.

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Time's -- time's up there

·3· Larry.· You --

·4· · · · · · MR. PRYOR:· Funding -- funding for NGOs is

·5· one thing I didn't get the chance to touch on.· Non

·6· -- non governmental organizations, that's why that

·7· primarily have been doing habitat, but there are a

·8· number of people that want to do supplementation

·9· programs, but funding is always an issue for that.

10· There used to be quite a few of them around.· They

11· have vanished, but there are some that want to come

12· back and do programs, and we'd like to do one here

13· in the future here with a similar program here on

14· the Yakima, but that's in the future.· Thanks.

15· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you, Larry, for sharing

16· your expertise.· Please do give us the rest in

17· written comments.

18· · · · · · And next up is Matt Fairbank.· And that

19· will be followed by Michael Barrow.

20· · · · · · Welcome, Matt.

21· · · · · · MR. FAIRBANK:· Thank you.· Thank you for

22· the opportunity to give public testimony.· It's

23· great to be --

24· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Spell your name for us.

25· · · · · · MR. FAIRBANK:· Matt, M-A-T-T, F-A-I-R-B-A-
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·1· N-K.

·2· · · · · · So I'm Matt Fairbank, I live here in

·3· Yakima, and I'm a Sierra Club member.· I am a rate

·4· payer with Pacific Power, and I support salmon

·5· recovery.· The U.S. Federal Government and states

·6· have important obligations to protect and boost

·7· salmon runs to keep salmon available for native

·8· fisheries and forest health.· The vehicle for the

·9· obligations to be met include the Northwest Power

10· and Conservation Council.

11· · · · · · The nutrients on our ocean only make it

12· back -- only make their way back to our forest

13· through salmon bodies which feed the animals and

14· plants that keep our forests strong and diverse.

15· Having rivers that support salmon and steelhead are

16· essential to keeping this viable, natural resource

17· and tasty dinner option vibrant and plentiful.

18· · · · · · Great successes with removal of dams in

19· the Northwest, the -- along the Elwha, White Salmon

20· River, and Klamath Rivers, and habitat recovery with

21· -- such as wood fiestas in our local creeks, the Cle

22· Elum River helix outflow tower, the Tieton River

23· site channel building that just took place last

24· spring, culvert removal, and beaver encouragement

25· are -- and so many efforts are great steps to that
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·1· recovery effort.

·2· · · · · · But the work that you do with the Council

·3· is essential, and I really strongly encourage you to

·4· keep that five million salmon return goal, keep the

·5· water flowing at the higher rates needed for the

·6· outflowing juvenile salmon until August 31st,

·7· following the -- and the recommendations of state

·8· and tribal fisheries are really important to making

·9· that salmon recovery possible.

10· · · · · · Thank you for the opportunity to speak

11· today.

12· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks so much for coming

13· out, Matt.

14· · · · · · And next up's Michael Barrow.· Welcome,

15· Michael.· Please spell your name for us.

16· · · · · · MR. BARROW:· Sure.· It's Michael Barrow.

17· That's B as in boy, A-R-R-O-W.· And I'm from

18· Ellensburg.· I'm with the Center for Transboundary

19· Marine Resource Management.· And I'm here to talk

20· about and bring attention to the fact that there's

21· some major omissions in your plan, and that has to

22· do with offshore takings of salmon, at-sea takings

23· of salmon.

24· · · · · · The king salmon, steelhead, Chum salmon

25· from this system all migrate into the Russian zone.
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·1· They migrate -- the kings go up the coast through

·2· Alaska, and then to Russia.· The steelheads go

·3· straight across to Northern Japan and work their way

·4· back and as well as the Chums, they're the longest

·5· migrating salmon in the world.· They go straight

·6· across and Northern Japan, Kimchaek, then come

·7· around.

·8· · · · · · In that migration, they're very vulnerable

·9· to being taken by at-sea trawlers, specifically

10· Russian trawlers.· And even though we have

11· anadromous agreements with them that -- anadromous

12· fish agreements, currently since the war in Ukraine,

13· they have not been compliant with those.· We have no

14· transparency, we have no enforcement.· Major

15· takings.· We have major leakage of these valuable

16· resources.

17· · · · · · And but there will be a solution.· The

18· solution when the war in Ukraine is ended, we can

19· negotiate with the Russians to go back so we can

20· protect our fish.· We have incentives.· They want

21· our market, we have leverage to get them compliant

22· to protect our fish.· I would urge you to

23· participate in that process.· We work -- we're

24· working with the White House, the Department of

25· State, Department of Commerce, and Congress to put
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·1· this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have

·2· to protect our salmon.

·3· · · · · · Eventually, we're looking at potentially

·4· co management with the Russians on these

·5· transboundary fish.· There is a precedent for that

·6· currently.· That's with the Norwegians.· They co-

·7· manage with the Russians on cod that go from Norway

·8· to the Whtie Sea.· We have a lot more species that

·9· we have to co-manage with them.

10· · · · · · But, we· · there is major leakage and loss

11· going on because of this, from this system, and I

12· would urge you to start participating in that

13· process and protecting your fish at sea.· Thank you

14· very much.

15· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks so much for joining

16· us, Michael.· Much appreciated.

17· · · · · · MR. BARROW:· You bet.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And Leland Bill is with us I

19· think.· Thanks, Leland.

20· · · · · · MR. BILL:· Hello, can -- can you hear me?

21· · · · · · Sorry.· Thank you for this time, Power

22· Council.

23· · · · · · Hello, my name is Leland H. Bill, and I am

24· an enrolled member of the Yakima Nation.  I

25· currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of
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·1· our reservation.· I lived, fished along the Columbia

·2· River for 11 years.· I am an energy rate payer to

·3· Pacific Power.· I'm trying to get into Yakima Power

·4· as the Benton REA guy said.

·5· · · · · · Interested in having healthy and abundant

·6· salmon and steelhead populations in the Columbia and

·7· Yakima Basins.· I currently serve as our Yakima

·8· Nation General Council Chairman for the people.  I

·9· understand that it may increase our electricity

10· rates.· I understand that Pacific Northwest is lower

11· than the rest of the country, and we do not do

12· enough for the salmon.

13· · · · · · I believe Yakima Nation and this Power

14· Council have been working together for years on

15· healthy and abundant salmon runs in the Columbia and

16· Yakima Basins.· Our Yakima Nations fishery programs

17· have developed some of our hatcheries and natural

18· habitat projects for years.· Our council works on

19· funding for these projects to happen, and we are in

20· agreement in many local agencies restoring the fish

21· for better returns.

22· · · · · · This plan is not only a benefit to us as a

23· nation.· It also benefits the state too.· I am here

24· to support the Northwest Power and Conservation

25· Council as a deeply concerned member of Yakima
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·1· Nation hoping that the Northwest Power and

·2· Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and

·3· Wildlife Program that includes the full range of

·4· robust, actionable, and accountable measures

·5· necessary to achieve the Council's legal obligation

·6· of five million fish returning to the Columbia River

·7· in the next five to ten years and make an account --

·8· actionable progress for rebuilding salmon and

·9· steelhead stocks.

10· · · · · · It is my hope that the Yakima Nation and

11· the Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation

12· Council continue to support the fish managers'

13· comprehensive recommendations to help achieve this

14· goal of five million salmon returned to Columbia

15· River.· I hope they both keep the inclusion of all

16· of the state and tribal recommendations in the final

17· program.

18· · · · · · I thank you for hearing me on this matter,

19· and however I can assist you, please reach out.

20· Thank you for your time.

21· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you so much for being

22· with us.· It's an easy name to spell, but would you

23· spell for her?· Oh, okay, is it on there?· Go ahead.

24· · · · · · MR. BILL:· It's -- it's on there.

25· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· I'm typing it.
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·1· · · · · · MR. BILL:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you so much.

·3· · · · · · And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.

·4· Unclear whether you wanted to testify.· Welcome.

·5· · · · · · MR. EBERHART:· I always bring a stopwatch.

·6· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· The conscious commentor.

·7· · · · · · MR. EBERHART:· Thank you.· My name is

·8· Urban Eberhart.· That's, U-R-B-A-N, E-B-E-R-H-A-R-T.

·9· I manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the

10· upper Yakima Basin.· Thank you all for making the

11· trip here to the Yakima Basin which was historically

12· the second largest contributor of salmon and

13· steelhead to the Columbia River system annually just

14· behind the Snake River system.

15· · · · · · I have been working on water issues here

16· in the Yakima Basin for more than the past 40 years.

17· Tom Clune from BPA, way back then we were working

18· with him.· We first were -- we passed our Yakima

19· River Basin Water Enhancement Project Act in 1979,

20· and the very first thing we did was go in and

21· rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of

22· the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA

23· then under the Fish and Wildlife Program.

24· · · · · · Then -- that was phase one, and phase two,

25· under the same program, this program, previous

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· versions, we were able to screen the smaller

·2· diversions throughout the Yakima Basin and have done

·3· really tremendous things together with our

·4· partnerships with multiple federal agencies, also

·5· BPA and state agencies, the tribes, local

·6· governments, and NGOs, irrigation districts.· You

·7· know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're

·8· all working together here.

·9· · · · · · And this Fish and Wildlife Program is a --

10· is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to

11· be a key part of it.· The great work that was done

12· in Manastash with BPA assistance through the Power

13· Council and multiple different tributaries.· We are

14· now working to achieve the goals of a healthy

15· ecosystem and a healthy economy into the next

16· hundreds of years for those folks that were from

17· before, those of us that are here now, and those

18· that are in the future.

19· · · · · · So we have irrigation districts, tribes,

20· fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and

21· this program has and will continue to help us do it.

22· I -- our· · we were also -- we're part of the

23· Columbia Basin collaborative process which is now

24· the Columbia Basin partnership process, and we

25· really appreciate you including the collaborative
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·1· goals in this.· That is really what we're doing here

·2· in the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do

·3· throughout the Columbia River Basin together.

·4· · · · · · So thank you for being here, and many

·5· pieces of this draft will be able to help us

·6· continue to succeed into the future.· So thank you

·7· very much.· Good to meet you.

·8· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you very much.· And

·9· thanks for your great work.

10· · · · · · MR. EBERHART:· Oh, and my timer.

11· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Oh, yeah.

12· · · · · · MR. EBERHART:· Ha.· Axed the timer.

13· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Athena Tambarillo.· Here,

14· right?· Athena, are you with us?· Hi.· Welcome,

15· Athena.

16· · · · · · MS. TAMBANILLO:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Spell your name for us,

18· please.

19· · · · · · MS. TAMBANILLO:· My name is Athena

20· Tambarillo.· That's A-T-H-E-N-A, T-A-M-B-A-N-I-L-L-

21· O.· This doesn't go down?· Maybe?· It's fine.

22· · · · · · Hi.· So I'm here -- I wanted to represent

23· a youthful perspective.· Sorry, I feel a little bit

24· underprepared.

25· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· No, not at all.
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·1· · · · · · MS. TAMBARNILLO:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · So I'm here with Yakima Valley Colleges

·3· Climate Club.· I'm a second-year student.· Yeah.  I

·4· thought it was important to be here, because I

·5· wanted to represent my generation.· Yeah.· So my

·6· generation think it's really important to have our

·7· voices heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our

·8· native wildlife populations to make all the right

·9· decisions now so I won't be here again in 30 years

10· advocating for the same thing.

11· · · · · · And I also think it's important to be

12· here, because I'm studying to be an environmental

13· engineer right now, so I'm really interested in the

14· -- in areas concerning renewable energy and also

15· protecting our wildlife populations.· So I feel a

16· little under -- under prepared.· I'm not as well

17· researched about this stuff.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· No worries.

19· · · · · · MR. PURCE:· You're doing great.

20· · · · · · MS. TAMBANILLO:· Thank you.· But yeah, I

21· wanted to be here to say it's important to listen to

22· the scientists now, to listen to the researchers

23· now, to all the teachers, all the people who are

24· well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.

25· They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to
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·1· provide affordable hydroelectric power now and we

·2· also have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife

·3· populations, our salmon populations.

·4· · · · · · So yeah.· I just wanted to be here to say

·5· to make the right decisions now that I don't want to

·6· be here again in -- later on in my career advocating

·7· for these populations and be like, wow, I was there

·8· 10 years ago and when were trying to protect --

·9· protect the salmon.· So please listen to them and

10· reaching our goal of five million salmon.· So thank

11· you for your time.

12· · · · · · MR. PURCE:· Thank you.

13· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you for being with us,

14· Athena.· I hope you are here 30 years from now with

15· lots of -- with lots of victories to celebrate.

16· · · · · · MR. PURCE:· Yes.

17· · · · · · MS. TAMBARILLO:· Thanks.

18· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Your generation is well-

19· represented.· Thanks so much.

20· · · · · · And AJ Cooper is next.· And then AJ will

21· be followed by Kana --

22· · · · · · MS. SOLORIO:· Karina.· Sorry.

23· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Columbia?

24· · · · · · MS. SOLORIO:· Karina.

25· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Karina.· Got it.
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·1· · · · · · Welcome, AJ.

·2· · · · · · MS. COOPER:· Thank you.· My name is AJ

·3· Cooper.

·4· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And spell your name.

·5· · · · · · MS. COOPER:· And it -- A-J, C-O-O-P-E-R.

·6· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Great.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · MS. COOPER:· So I moved here in 2012 to

·8· Washington State, and I was very excited to be

·9· moving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all

10· of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking,

11· the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound,

12· you know, the streams, the desert.· You know, there

13· -- we have so many different climates, and so many

14· different environments here.

15· · · · · · And so to me, protecting these

16· environments is very important, and I care about

17· salmon and support the actions necessary to recover

18· them.· So I do want Bonneville Power Administration

19· and our utility companies, my utility company is

20· Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly

21· generations -- or power generation.

22· · · · · · So the spill -- you know, increasing the

23· spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard

24· all of the reasons for that.· I'm also here to talk

25· about removing the Lower -- the four Lower Snake
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·1· Dams.· You know, we hear hydropower described as

·2· clean energy.· It is a lower carbon emission, but it

·3· does not necessarily mean that it is environmentally

·4· friendly.· It does have a negative impact on our

·5· salmon populations and other populations like the

·6· lamprey eels.

·7· · · · · · And as you know, the salmon are a keystone

·8· species.· So they are not only an important food

·9· source to people or orcas, but they also provide

10· nutrients to lands and to our· · to our forests with

11· the nutrients that they bring back from the oceans.

12· And we are in an area -- era right now where we are

13· losing -- you know, losing species at an alarming

14· rate.

15· · · · · · You know, we have warming of our rivers,

16· warming of our oceans.· So I feel like we should

17· give the salmon a fighting chance.· And when they

18· have these barriers in their way, I do feel we need

19· to be removing those barriers.· And maybe kind of

20· changing our mindset, you know?· Our dams were built

21· at a time where it felt like our -- our idea -- our

22· ideology was a little more about dominating nature.

23· Maybe changing our mindset so that we're not

24· dominating nature -- mother nature, but we're

25· actually working with mother nature.
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·1· · · · · · And I know that -- understand that this is

·2· going to be an easy task removing these dams.· You

·3· know, that is going to take into consideration, you

·4· know, the -- what they do offer, you know?· But I

·5· would like to see investments in -- you know, we've

·6· done studies, we know that they impact the salmon.

·7· But also -- but I'd like to see investments in maybe

·8· changing our power from more environmentally

·9· friendly higher -- hydropower or maybe supplementing

10· with solar or wind or maybe other types of energies

11· that we invest in, discovering along the way.

12· · · · · · You know, and of course finding those

13· differences for, you know, the replacement for the

14· irrigation and of course the traveling for our

15· products down the river.· But, you know, salmon,

16· they are important to us, especially here in the

17· Pacific Northwest.· We have a very special place

18· here and I would like to keep it.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks so much, AJ.

20· · · · · · Okay, Karina.· I'm not even going to try

21· on the last name.· Please enlighten us and spell it

22· for us.· Welcome.

23· · · · · · MS. SOLORIO:· Sorry.· My handwriting's

24· bad.· Hi.· I'm Karina, K-A-R-I-N-A.· Solorio, S-O-L-

25· O-R-I-O.· So I'm here as a community member of
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·1· Yakima, a taxpayer, and a Northwest Energy customer.

·2· I'm also an environmental justice organizer with the

·3· Washington Conservation Action, and I'm also

·4· pescatarian, so I rely a lot on fish to -- for my

·5· nutrients.

·6· · · · · · And I'm -- have just a very short

·7· statement to make.· I'm here on behalf of our salmon

·8· and our steelhead population.· This is important not

·9· just for the wellbeing of our fish and wildlife, but

10· also to honor what the salmon mean to our native

11· community.· I urge the Northwest Pacific· · the

12· Northwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt

13· all the recommendations from the state and most

14· importantly from tribal fish managers throughout our

15· region.

16· · · · · · These demands which you've heard already

17· include elevated levels of spill through August 31st

18· as a priority measure to help protect migrating

19· juvenile salmon and steelhead.· Include explicit

20· accountability measures for achieving program goals,

21· especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power

22· Administration.· And lastly, to acknowledge the

23· Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary action

24· for the future of our -- our community and just in

25· general of our country.
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·1· · · · · · Yeah.· That's about it for me.· Thank you

·2· for your time.

·3· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks for your words,

·4· Karina, and for your work.· Much appreciate.

·5· · · · · · Yvonne Colfax?

·6· · · · · · UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:· She spoke already.

·7· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· I'm sorry.· And then -- oh,

·8· is it Victor Valerio?· I met you yesterday, didn't

·9· I?

10· · · · · · MR. VALERIO:· Close enough.· Yes, we did

11· meet yesterday.· You did a lot of driving this week.

12· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Yeah.

13· · · · · · MR. VALERIO:· How is everyone?

14· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Welcome.

15· · · · · · MR. VALERIO:· Just -- sorry.· I had to --

16· and I forgot to print it out.

17· · · · · · My name is Victor, V-I-C-T-O-R.· Last name

18· Valerio, V-A-L-E-R-I-O.

19· · · · · · Well, first of all, thank you Council

20· Members for the opportunity to provide public -- for

21· the public hearing today.· Again, my name is Victor

22· Valerio.· I am here to represent Northwest River

23· Partners.· We are a not for profit organization that

24· -- we focus on education and advocacy for the

25· hydroelectric system.· I am the new reach and
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·1· research manager, so nice to meet you guys.

·2· · · · · · Well, first of all, or organization

·3· appreciates the work that the Council has done to

·4· draft the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.· We are

·5· especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing

·6· priority management and investments in critical

·7· infrastructure which are necessary to help sustain

·8· the trend of increasing salmon runs that we have

·9· seen in recent decades.

10· · · · · · As you know, average returns of salmon and

11· steelhead above Bonneville Dam, the first federal

12· dam in the Columbia Basin, have nearly tripled in

13· the last few years when compared to the first return

14· recorded in 1938.· We are also glad to see the

15· Council continue to include the reintroduction of

16· salmon above Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dam.

17· · · · · · Northwest River Partners is actively

18· supporting this vital initiative led by these tribal

19· nations.· I actually had the opportunity last summer

20· to attend a first salmon ceremony up at Chief

21· Joseph.· To be honest, it was an eye-opening

22· experience.· I did not know how much of an impact

23· the salmon had as far as a cultural importance, so

24· it was a really great opportunity for me.

25· · · · · · Our greatest concern with the Draft
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·1· Program lies with the main stem hydro system

·2· operations section.· The margins for energy

·3· affordability and reliability are already razor

·4· thin.· The latest example is from the electric-

·5· published North American Electric Reliability

·6· Corporation 2025 long term reliability assessment

·7· which warns the Northwest is projected to move into

·8· a high-risk category by 2029 as demand growth

·9· outpaces new generation.

10· · · · · · NERC also cautions the traditional

11· resource -- the traditional resource adequacy

12· metrics may understate real-time operating risk,

13· reinforcing the growing importance of reserving

14· operational flexibility.· And as we· · and as we've

15· previously shared, Washington's residential electric

16· customers are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent

17· rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at least double

18· the rate of inflation.

19· · · · · · Even modest operational changes that

20· increase reliance on high-cost emergency power are

21· especially hard on low- and fixed-income households.

22· The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed

23· upon hydropower operations over multiple years.· We

24· concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all

25· relevant stakeholders and that Bonneville, the U.S.
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·1· Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of

·2· Reclamation are consulted before any hydro system

·3· measures are finalized.

·4· · · · · · Thank you again for the time to comment,

·5· and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with

·6· the Council in the next few meetings.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thanks for being here,

·8· Victor.· Congrats on the new job.

·9· · · · · · MR. VALERIO:· Thank you.

10· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And next up is Lottie S-A --

11· is Lottie here?· Welcome, Lottie.· I wish everyone's

12· handwriting was as good as -- as beautiful as their

13· words tonight.· Thanks for being with us, Lottie.

14· · · · · · MS. SAM:· Well, good evening.· Thank you

15· for this opportunity to provide comment on behalf of

16· -- for myself and my family.· I'm a --

17· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Lottie, if you could just

18· spell your name for us.· Sorry.

19· · · · · · MS. SAM:· Lottie Sam.· L-O-T-T-I-E.· Last

20· name Sam, S-A-M.

21· · · · · · So I wanted to speak a little bit about

22· myself and my family.· My name is Lottie, and I'm

23· here to talk about salmon recovery and a strong fish

24· and wildlife program, because it matters to me and

25· my children and my grandchildren.· And it was good
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·1· to hear the few words that we have from our youth

·2· here, because I'm a education and outreach

·3· specialist for Yakima Nation, but also been a

·4· lifelong educator from pre-K all the way to

·5· elementary and eighth grade.

·6· · · · · · So I teach about our practices with our

·7· traditional foods, and salmon is our -- is our

·8· staple.· It is a staple food for my family.· We rely

·9· upon it, and my family is a fishing family from the

10· Columbia River down by White Salmon and Bingen.· And

11· I've traveled there many years of life.· Our family,

12· like I said, is traditional, so my brothers fish for

13· us, and I -- I get to haul fish, clean fish, cut

14· fish, dry it, can it, because I want that food

15· source to take care of me as we're taught.

16· · · · · · I live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am

17· a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I

18· also in my time growing up and becoming an adult did

19· have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and

20· Benton REA.· I just wanted to share that to achieve

21· the Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to

22· adopt all the recommendations by state and tribal

23· fishery managers throughout the region to whom the

24· Council paid deference required by the North --

25· Northwest Power Act including the -- the few
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·1· priorities I'm going to mention.

·2· · · · · · One, elevate the levels of spill through

·3· August 31st as a priority hydropower operations

·4· measure.· While juvenile salmon and steelhead that

·5· out migrate throughout August make up a

·6· disproportionally large share of the wild adults

·7· that return to the Columbia and the Snake Rivers.

·8· Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic

·9· diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the

10· generational population growth that is necessary to

11· recover healthy and abundant fisheries.

12· · · · · · Number two, detailed and explicit

13· accountability measures, especially linked to

14· Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to

15· achieve program goals with a whole of government

16· approach and to address all necessary hydropower

17· measures in the 9th Power Plan.

18· · · · · · Also just a little bit in regards to the

19· Lower Snake River Dams removal.· It's been talked

20· about.· We've heard the -- the benefits, the pros

21· and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still

22· hope to see that five million fish goal and maybe

23· even more.· And I know our programs are working hard

24· to establish and to work with a plan that hopefully

25· will -- will work towards that five million and
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·1· and more.

·2· · · · · · So I thank you for this opportunity again,

·3· and, you know, hope that this will be met on and in

·4· a good way.

·5· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you so much, Lottie.

·6· We -- we hear a lot of expert testimony and a lot of

·7· expert witnesses, which is great and important, but

·8· it's also great to hear about your families and

·9· community too.· Thank you for bringing that.

10· · · · · · Jamaica Zoglman?· And this is the last

11· person I think we have signed up to testify.· If

12· someone else who signed up wanted to testify or

13· changed their mind, want to testify now, please we

14· can do another sheet back there.· Let us know.· And

15· okay.· We will have on more, and then we will take a

16· little break.

17· · · · · · Jamaica?

18· · · · · · MS. ZOGLMAN:· Okay.· Hi.· I'm Jamaica

19· Zoglman.· That's J A-M-A-I-C-A, Z-O-G-L-M-A-N.· And

20· I am from Yakima, Washington.· I use Pacific Power.

21· I'd like to acknowledge the Paiute, Nez Perce,

22· Umatilla, Colville, Wanapum, Coeur D'Alene,

23· Kalispel, Kootenai, Warm Springs, Shoshone, Spokane,

24· and Yakama Tribes.· These cultures are linked

25· inextricably to the Columbia and Snake Rivers and
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·1· who have been stewards of these waterways for

·2· countless generations.

·3· · · · · · I'm not an expert.· The statement I'm

·4· making is just my own experience.· But it's not

·5· really about me, it's about the cultural legacies of

·6· Washington's rivers.· As other speakers have done

·7· more eloquently, I want to talk about Celilo Falls,

·8· which was flooded with the damming of the Columbia

·9· River on March 10, 1957.· I remember the day that I

10· learned about Celilo Falls.· I was 18 and taking

11· classes toward my degree in anthropology.

12· · · · · · I remember the absolute shock that I felt,

13· first that one of the major trading hubs of the

14· globe had existed for 11,000 years just a couple

15· hours from where I grew up.· Second, that it had

16· been deliberately obliterated within living memory.

17· And finally, that I had lived my whole life without

18· knowing any of this.· It was like learning that my

19· grandparents had burned down the Library of

20· Alexandria 200 miles from my house.

21· · · · · · And that day changed my life.· It altered

22· my understanding of the world, and I'm here to hold

23· the Council accountable for answering the questions

24· that I started asking on that day.· Who was in the

25· room making decisions about how best to care for the

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· animals, plants, air, water, and earth that has

·2· sustained people here for many thousands of years.

·3· Whose voice is being excluded and why.· Who benefits

·4· from those decisions, and who loses, and what is the

·5· story we tell ourselves about why that loss was

·6· justified.

·7· · · · · · I believe we have a responsibility to

·8· prioritize the wellbeing of our rivers and the

·9· creatures that depend on their waters.· We also have

10· a responsibility to prioritize the voices of tribal

11· members who are uniquely able to guide policy and

12· care for rivers that have the -- been the lifeblood

13· of native people from the beginning.

14· · · · · · The government has a long history of

15· getting it wrong and telling a story that justifies

16· it.· We must do better today.· And that's why I'm

17· elevating the voices of state and tribal fishery

18· members, managers, and asking for elevated levels of

19· spill through August 31st as a priority hydropower

20· operations measure.

21· · · · · · Detailed and explicit accountability

22· measures, especially linked to Bonneville Power

23· Administration's responsibility to achieve program

24· goals.· An acknowledgement of Lower Snake River Dam

25· removal as a necessary measure in the final 2026
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·1· Fish and Wildlife Program.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Thank you so much, Jamaica.

·3· · · · · · And next we have David Fast.

·4· · · · · · MR. FAST:· Not David.

·5· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Nope?· No?

·6· · · · · · MR. FAST:· Just signed up as an attendee.

·7· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Oh.· Got you.· Okay.

·8· · · · · · Susan Fleming has been inspired by the

·9· rest of you to offer a few words.

10· · · · · · MS. FLEMING:· That is true.

11· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And we're glad for it.

12· Welcome, Susan.

13· · · · · · MS. FLEMING:· That is true.· Susan

14· Fleming.· S U S-A-N, Fleming, like it sounds, F-L-E-

15· M-I-N-G.· I have some appreciation for the

16· difficulty of what you do here.· There's a law that

17· you have to abide by.· There are probably a hundred

18· organizations you need to try to coordinate, and you

19· have goals that seem to me to be contradictory.

20· Save the fish and make sure the power's good.

21· That's really hard stuff.

22· · · · · · So I thank you for trying to do it.· I'm

23· glad we have such law.· I don't know how you are

24· able to negotiate all this.· But I just wanted to

25· say something about the Snake River Dams.· People
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·1· need to be compensated for what they lose if the

·2· dams are taken down.· I can't see any other

·3· reasonable way to do this.

·4· · · · · · Clearly, from the science I know about,

·5· which isn't all of it, taking those dams down is the

·6· best chance we have for improving the number of

·7· salmon that comes through.· But, it's not right to

·8· take away people's livelihoods, or it's not white --

·9· it's not right to cause them financial damages for

10· something that -- that wasn't their fault and will

11· benefit all of us and that actually has to do with a

12· law.

13· · · · · · So I would like you to go -- I would love

14· the dams to come down, but I think it ought to be

15· done in a way that seems fair to -- to the

16· stakeholders.

17· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· Fair enough.· Thank you so

18· much, Susan.

19· · · · · · That concludes our list.· We are going to

20· keep the hearing open until 6:30; is that right?

21· Yeah?· And I -- I guess we'll take a little break

22· now.· We'll reconvene in a little while.· Staff and

23· Les will be back, and I'm here and we -- we can keep

24· it informal for a little while, and if someone wants

25· to provide formal testimony a little later, we'll be
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·1· there for that too.· Thank you so much, everyone.

·2· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

·3· · · · · · MR. GOLDEN:· And with that, we will

·4· conclude the Yakima hearing for the 2026 Draft Fish

·5· and Wildlife Program.

·6· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, the meeting concluded at 6:30

·7· p.m.)
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		330						LN		13		17		false		        17  but you do have something to say, there's also these				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18  comment -- written comment sheets in the back that				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  you're welcome to fill out and hand to us or, again,				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  we take comments online anytime that you feel like				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  submitting them.				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22            So I'll hand it back to you now.				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  And -- and as we				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24  call our first people up, at the risk of saying this				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  one too many times, I just want to tell you how				false

		339						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		340						LN		14		1		false		         1  important your role in this process is.  The -- the				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2  Council was created at a moment in our region's				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3  history when we were experiencing a lot of problems				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  associated with the fact that the decisions that are				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5  in front of the Council now were not being made in a				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6  way that was accountable to the states, accountable				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7  to the sovereign tribes of the region, accountable				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8  to -- to you, the people.  And that is very much a				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  purpose of the Act.				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		        10            Kate -- Kate had the -- the two slides				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		        11  that said what we do, one was the Fish and Wildlife				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		        12  Program, one was the Power Plan.  This really is the				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		        13  third and co-equal thing that we do is to engage all				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		        14  of you in helping us craft the Fish and Wildlife				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		        15  Program and -- and a plan that we can all be proud				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		        16  of, be part of, and that genuinely serves our				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		        17  interests, not just the interests of sort of the				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		        18  professionals who -- who are paid to -- to make				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  these decisions.				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		        20            So very important part of the role.  I				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		        21  also want to before I turn to our first commenter,				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		        22  extend special thanks to the Yakima Nation.  We are				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		        23  on their homeland.  We are glad to have many of you				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		        24  here, and we very much appreciate what you bring to				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		        25  this table, too.				false

		365						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		366						LN		15		1		false		         1            Les, anything before we start?				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		         2            MR. PURCE:  No, Mr. Chair.  Thank you all				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		         3  for being here.  This is what our work is all about.				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		         4  Thank you.				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And our first commenter, is				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		         6  -- is it Aileen Kane?				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		         7            MS. KANE:  Aileen.				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen Kane.				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9            MS. KANE:  What do you call -- what --				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		        10  what name do you give a one-legged Irishman?				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Whatever name you tell us.				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		        12            MS. KANE:  Whatever name she likes.				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah.  Kane's not bad.				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		        14            MS. KANE:  Okay.  Well, I have to begin				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		        15  with the fact that I am -- my name is Aileen Kane,				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		        16  I'm from Yakima, Washington.  Have lived here for				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		        17  close to 30 years.  One of the nicest things about				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18  Yakima and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  salmon.  I love to eat salmon, and I love to cook				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20  salmon, and my kids got sick of the stuff when they				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21  were little.				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22            But we need the salmon to be abundant.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23  They are a key species.  Everything that can be done				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  to help them, everything that can be done to keep				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		        25  the process accountable to the stakeholders such as				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		         1  the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		         2  I'm not an expert on how it happens.  This is the				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  first time I've ever spoken in front of the body,				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  but it's important we're -- not only is it				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		         5  important, it's important that it's done right.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		         6            And just basically salmon need to not only				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  be saved, they to be abundant.  They were abundant				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  before white people came up here, and they need to				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		         9  be abundant again.  Thank you very much, have a good				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		        10  evening.				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen, can I ask you to				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  spell your name for the court reporter?				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13            MS. KANE:  Yes.  A-I-L-E-E-N.  Kane, K-A-				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14  N-E.				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank -- thank you so much				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16  for being with us.				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17            MS. KANE:  Thank you, too.				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  There's a few people signed				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19  up who are signed up on the list but not as				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  testifying.  If anybody changes their mind or gets				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21  inspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  you up later, let me know.  But our next person who				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23  is signed up to testify is a familiar sounding name,				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24  Margie Van Cleve.				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Hi, there.				false

		417						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		418						LN		17		1		false		         1            MR. GOLDEN:  And -- and please do spell				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2  your name for us.				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3            MS. VAN CLEVE:  M-A-R-G-I-E, V-A-N C-L-E-				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  V-E.				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5            Hi, my name is Margie Van Cleve.  Thank				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  you for this opportunity to give testimony.  I live				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  here in Yakima County.  I'm a rate payer as well as				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8  the conservation chair for the Washington chapter of				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9  the Sierra Club.  I get my power from Pacific Power.				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10            Salmon and steelhead recovery in the				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11  Columbia and Snake River Basins are important to me,				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12  which is why I support a very strong fish and				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13  wildlife program.  The electric rates I pay are part				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14  of the harm to the salmon and steelhead in the				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15  Columbia and Snake River Basins.  So I also want				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16  these rates to help mitigate that harm by making				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17  investments in both the hydropower system and				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18  prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19  system.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20            I want BPA and our utility companies to --				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21  to treat fish friendly power generation and				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22  sustainable, abundant salmon and steelhead				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  populations equally.  The Council needs to achieve,				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24  not just have a goal, of five million fish.  We've				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25  had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		         1  achieving it.  I think we're further now than we				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		         2  were when we started.				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3            Towards that end, I urge you to adopt all				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4  of the recommendations made by the state and tribal				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  fishery managers throughout the region whom the				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  Council must pay deference as required by the				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  Northwest Power Act.  Especially the following three				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  priorities.  I know you guys have heard this, and				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9  you're going to hear it some more.				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10            Elevated levels of spill through August				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  31st is a priority hydropower operations measure.				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  The wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that out				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13  migrate through August make up a disproportionately				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		        14  large share of wild adults that return to the				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		        15  Columbia and Snake Rivers.  Increased spill is				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		        16  necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		        17  wild and natural stocks and allow the generational				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		        18  population growth that's necessary to recover				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		        19  healthy and abundant fisheries.				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		        20            We really need detailed and explicit				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		        21  accountability measures especially linked to the				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		        22  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  achieve program goals with a whole of government				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		        24  approach and to address all necessary hydropower				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		        25  measures in the 9th Power Plan.  These must be				false

		469						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		470						LN		19		1		false		         1  detailed and explicit accountability measures that				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		         2  are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		         3  many years past regarding salmon and steelhead				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		         4  recovery.				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		         5            Please acknowledge the Lower Snake River				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		         6  Dam removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7  Fish and Wildlife Program.  The inclusion of the dam				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		         8  breached scenario with accompanying analysis must be				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		         9  part of the 9th Power Plan.  Established science				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		        10  clearly demonstrates that removing those four Lower				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		        11  Snake River Dams is a necessary action to -- to				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		        12  achieve the five million fish goal and will have the				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		        13  single largest impact on the recovery of salmon and				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		        14  steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake Rivers.				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		        15            Thank you for your time and patience.				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Margie.				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		        17            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Thank you.				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And thanks to the Club for				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		        19  all your'e doing.  Would you leave your written				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		        20  comments with the court reporter?				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		        21            MS. VAN CLEVE:  They're scribbly, but I				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		        22  can do that.				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		        23            MR. GOLDEN:  That's fine.  That -- that --				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		        24  that works.				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		        25            THE REPORTER:  That's okay.  Thanks so				false

		495						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		496						LN		20		1		false		         1  much.				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  She's used to it.				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		         3            Suki Smaglik.  And in addition to spelling				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		         4  your name, you can correct my mispronunciation				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		         5  before you come up.				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		         6            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh you pronounced it well,				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		         7  but I will spell it for you.  And I forgot to grab				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		         8  mine out of the printer, so I'm trying to do it from				false

		504						LN		20		9		false		         9  the notes I just made here.  So, yeah, my name is				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		        10  spelled S-U-K-I, S M A G L I K.  So Suki Smaglik.				false

		506						LN		20		11		false		        11            I'm here to share why salmon recovery and				false

		507						LN		20		12		false		        12  a strong fish and wildlife program matter to me.  I				false

		508						LN		20		13		false		        13  live in Estes.  I moved here about nine years ago				false

		509						LN		20		14		false		        14  from Wyoming.  I'm a rate payer and -- well, I'm a				false

		510						LN		20		15		false		        15  taxpayer too, but a rate payer and utility customer				false

		511						LN		20		16		false		        16  of Pacific Power.  I and many other rate payers in				false

		512						LN		20		17		false		        17  our community want the Bonneville Power Authority				false

		513						LN		20		18		false		        18  and our utility companies to prioritize fish				false

		514						LN		20		19		false		        19  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant				false

		515						LN		20		20		false		        20  salmon and steelhead populations.				false

		516						LN		20		21		false		        21            So I have lived along the Snake River and				false

		517						LN		20		22		false		        22  its tributaries for several decades.  From the				false

		518						LN		20		23		false		        23  headwaters in Wyoming through Idaho Falls and now in				false

		519						LN		20		24		false		        24  Yakima.  I'm an independent environmental educator				false

		520						LN		20		25		false		        25  with over 40 years of experience, and this is always				false

		521						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		522						LN		21		1		false		         1  a subject presented in my classes.				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		         2            As an earth scientist, I support				false

		524						LN		21		3		false		         3  hydroelectric power, in other words, gravity power,				false

		525						LN		21		4		false		         4  as a clean energy source next to that of wind and				false

		526						LN		21		5		false		         5  solar energies.  However, in the hundred years that				false

		527						LN		21		6		false		         6  we have been building these big dams in this				false

		528						LN		21		7		false		         7  country, we've learned a lot.  And we've learned how				false

		529						LN		21		8		false		         8  much we have damaged the environment with them.				false

		530						LN		21		9		false		         9            So what I would like to see is some new				false

		531						LN		21		10		false		        10  ideas, some new engineering, some new dams that can				false

		532						LN		21		11		false		        11  provide us with power and not destroy the habitat				false

		533						LN		21		12		false		        12  that they're placed in.  So there are a couple				false

		534						LN		21		13		false		        13  things that happen when we haul back water that				false

		535						LN		21		14		false		        14  happen in the riparian area of -- and change the				false

		536						LN		21		15		false		        15  ecology of the river.				false

		537						LN		21		16		false		        16            The increases in the amount of silt held				false

		538						LN		21		17		false		        17  back increases the elevation of the reservoirs				false

		539						LN		21		18		false		        18  therefore decreasing the oxygen flow and -- and				false

		540						LN		21		19		false		        19  decreasing the temperature, and they decrease the				false

		541						LN		21		20		false		        20  amount of new material that is essential for				false

		542						LN		21		21		false		        21  downstream river health leading to less fish, less				false

		543						LN		21		22		false		        22  wildlife habitat, and potentially more flood events.				false

		544						LN		21		23		false		        23            These dams also serve as a barrier to fish				false

		545						LN		21		24		false		        24  and wildlife migration and in some cases destroy the				false

		546						LN		21		25		false		        25  fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through				false

		547						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		548						LN		22		1		false		         1  that dam environment.  It's time to take a look for				false

		549						LN		22		2		false		         2  new technological and -- excuse me, and engineering				false

		550						LN		22		3		false		         3  solutions to the damage caused by large river dams				false

		551						LN		22		4		false		         4  and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate				false

		552						LN		22		5		false		         5  clean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and				false

		553						LN		22		6		false		         6  cultural life of the rivers.				false

		554						LN		22		7		false		         7            To achieve the Council's five million fish				false

		555						LN		22		8		false		         8  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations				false

		556						LN		22		9		false		         9  by the state and tribal fishery managers in the				false

		557						LN		22		10		false		        10  region.  Use the science.  To whom the Council must				false

		558						LN		22		11		false		        11  pay deference to requiring -- required by the				false

		559						LN		22		12		false		        12  Northwest Power Act including the three priorities.				false

		560						LN		22		13		false		        13  And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're				false

		561						LN		22		14		false		        14  important to get in the record as many times as				false

		562						LN		22		15		false		        15  possible.				false

		563						LN		22		16		false		        16            Keep the elevated levels of the spill				false

		564						LN		22		17		false		        17  through August 31st as a priority and hydropower				false

		565						LN		22		18		false		        18  operations.  Wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that				false

		566						LN		22		19		false		        19  out migrate throughout August make up a				false

		567						LN		22		20		false		        20  disproportionately large share of the wild adults				false

		568						LN		22		21		false		        21  that return to the Columbia and Snake Rivers.				false

		569						LN		22		22		false		        22  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic				false

		570						LN		22		23		false		        23  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the				false

		571						LN		22		24		false		        24  generational population growth that is necessary to				false

		572						LN		22		25		false		        25  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  Detailed				false

		573						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		574						LN		23		1		false		         1  and explicit --				false

		575						LN		23		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  30 seconds, Suki.  Sorry.				false

		576						LN		23		3		false		         3            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh that's it?  Okay.				false

		577						LN		23		4		false		         4            MR. GOLDEN:  No.  No.  30 seconds.				false

		578						LN		23		5		false		         5            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh, okay.  Detailed and				false

		579						LN		23		6		false		         6  explicit accountability measures especially linked				false

		580						LN		23		7		false		         7  to the BPA responsible to achieve the program goals				false

		581						LN		23		8		false		         8  and acknowledge the Lower Snake River Dam removal as				false

		582						LN		23		9		false		         9  a necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and				false

		583						LN		23		10		false		        10  Wildlife Program include an analysis of breached				false

		584						LN		23		11		false		        11  dams scenario and in the 9th Power Plan.				false

		585						LN		23		12		false		        12            And thank you very much for us being				false

		586						LN		23		13		false		        13  allowed to speak out.				false

		587						LN		23		14		false		        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, Suki.  You				false

		588						LN		23		15		false		        15  can just leave your phone with the court reporter.				false

		589						LN		23		16		false		        16            MS. SMAGLIK:  Yeah, right.  I submitted				false

		590						LN		23		17		false		        17  this online, so we're good.				false

		591						LN		23		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Susan Fleming is up next.				false

		592						LN		23		19		false		        19            MS. FLEMING:  Oh.  I'm Susan Fleming, but				false

		593						LN		23		20		false		        20  I didn't sign up.				false

		594						LN		23		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, I see.  Not to testify.				false

		595						LN		23		22		false		        22  Let me know if you change your mind.				false

		596						LN		23		23		false		        23            Another Van Cleve, David Van Cleve.				false

		597						LN		23		24		false		        24            MR. VAN CLEVE:  Hello.  My name's David				false

		598						LN		23		25		false		        25  Van Cleve, and I live in Selah.  My -- my public				false

		599						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		600						LN		24		1		false		         1  utility is Pacific Power.  I'm a -- I outdoor --				false

		601						LN		24		2		false		         2  lifelong outdoor recreationist and canoeist.  When I				false

		602						LN		24		3		false		         3  came to Pacific Northwest almost 35 years ago, first				false

		603						LN		24		4		false		         4  river I ran had hundreds of salmon every day.				false

		604						LN		24		5		false		         5  Hundreds.  I mean, all day.  I could spend all day				false

		605						LN		24		6		false		         6  looking at fish.				false

		606						LN		24		7		false		         7            Now, I haven't been able to do that again				false

		607						LN		24		8		false		         8  ever.  I remember that day fondly, it's burned into				false

		608						LN		24		9		false		         9  my memory.  I -- therefore, I care about salmon and				false

		609						LN		24		10		false		        10  all actions necessary to recover the fish.  And I				false

		610						LN		24		11		false		        11  want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly				false

		611						LN		24		12		false		        12  power to get abundant salmon.  I trust the state and				false

		612						LN		24		13		false		        13  tribal fishery managers more than the federal				false

		613						LN		24		14		false		        14  process which tends to sacrifice fish for power.				false

		614						LN		24		15		false		        15            These managers -- these managers, the				false

		615						LN		24		16		false		        16  tribal and state fishery managers, say that				false

		616						LN		24		17		false		        17  significant spill is needed to continue until August				false

		617						LN		24		18		false		        18  31st.  The spills are needed to preserve the genetic				false

		618						LN		24		19		false		        19  diversity of the fish.  The -- it doesn't make sense				false

		619						LN		24		20		false		        20  to not plan for removal of the Snake River Dams.				false

		620						LN		24		21		false		        21  We've been -- the six sovereigns have been working				false

		621						LN		24		22		false		        22  on removing the Snake River Dams for 35 year -- plus				false

		622						LN		24		23		false		        23  years.  The Sierra Club has been working on it for				false

		623						LN		24		24		false		        24  35 plus years.				false

		624						LN		24		25		false		        25            This administration totally reversed				false

		625						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		626						LN		25		1		false		         1  themselves.  The next administration is going to				false

		627						LN		25		2		false		         2  reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the				false

		628						LN		25		3		false		         3  process and plan for it.  And the power from the				false

		629						LN		25		4		false		         4  Snake River Dams can easily be replaced by solar,				false

		630						LN		25		5		false		         5  wind, and energy efficiency.  I built my house 26				false

		631						LN		25		6		false		         6  years ago.  I'm an engineer and energy nerd.  I've				false

		632						LN		25		7		false		         7  reduced my power usage by half in 26 years.  22,000				false

		633						LN		25		8		false		         8  kilowatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per				false

		634						LN		25		9		false		         9  year.				false

		635						LN		25		10		false		        10            Every time I replace an appliance, my				false

		636						LN		25		11		false		        11  energy use goes down.  The list thing I did was put				false

		637						LN		25		12		false		        12  a hybrid heat pump in it and it saved me 2,000				false

		638						LN		25		13		false		        13  kilowatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost me				false

		639						LN		25		14		false		        14  anymore.  Pacific Power gave me a rebate that made				false

		640						LN		25		15		false		        15  it equal.  So you need to plan for the removal of				false

		641						LN		25		16		false		        16  the Snake River Dams.				false

		642						LN		25		17		false		        17            I urge you prioritize the recovery of fish				false

		643						LN		25		18		false		        18  in this plan.  We need to have a choice or have an				false

		644						LN		25		19		false		        19  alternative.  Please choose the alternative that is				false

		645						LN		25		20		false		        20  best for fish.				false

		646						LN		25		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  David, thank so much.  Could				false

		647						LN		25		22		false		        22  you spell your name and -- for the court reporter?				false

		648						LN		25		23		false		        23            MR. VAN CLEVE:  David, D-A-V-I-D, V-A-N C				false

		649						LN		25		24		false		        24  L E V E.				false

		650						LN		25		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  And if you would leave those				false

		651						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		652						LN		26		1		false		         1  notes too that'd be great.				false

		653						LN		26		2		false		         2            Thanks so much.  And I missed John Littel.				false

		654						LN		26		3		false		         3  How could I do that?  Good evening, John.				false

		655						LN		26		4		false		         4            MR. LITTEL:  My name is John Littel.  J-O-				false

		656						LN		26		5		false		         5  H-N, L I T T E L.				false

		657						LN		26		6		false		         6            Good evening.  My name's John Littel.  I'm				false

		658						LN		26		7		false		         7  a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and I'm				false

		659						LN		26		8		false		         8  here to share why salmon recovery and strong fish				false

		660						LN		26		9		false		         9  and wildlife program matter to me.  I'm a rate payer				false

		661						LN		26		10		false		        10  and I get my power from Puget Sound Energy, and I				false

		662						LN		26		11		false		        11  want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish				false

		663						LN		26		12		false		        12  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant				false

		664						LN		26		13		false		        13  salmon and steelhead populations.				false

		665						LN		26		14		false		        14            I love alongside the Yakima River, and I'm				false

		666						LN		26		15		false		        15  a river rafter and fisherman.  I'm also a volunteer				false

		667						LN		26		16		false		        16  in the river restoration work happening on the				false

		668						LN		26		17		false		        17  Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the				false

		669						LN		26		18		false		        18  upper Kittitas County.  Working alongside dedicated				false

		670						LN		26		19		false		        19  people from the Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish				false

		671						LN		26		20		false		        20  and Wildlife, and the mid-Columbia fisheries				false

		672						LN		26		21		false		        21  enhancement group, I have learned how simple,				false

		673						LN		26		22		false		        22  concrete strategies like building large, log traffic				false

		674						LN		26		23		false		        23  structures and beaver dam analogues help to recharge				false

		675						LN		26		24		false		        24  the floodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and				false

		676						LN		26		25		false		        25  create new channels for the river.				false

		677						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		678						LN		27		1		false		         1            Of consequence then is recovered and				false

		679						LN		27		2		false		         2  expanded salmon and bull trout habitat and newly				false

		680						LN		27		3		false		         3  established cottonwood riparian zone landscapes in				false

		681						LN		27		4		false		         4  the floodplain.  It's remarkable landscape changing				false

		682						LN		27		5		false		         5  work, and I encourage you to visit the Teanaway and				false

		683						LN		27		6		false		         6  see it for yourselves.  The Teanaway along with Gold				false

		684						LN		27		7		false		         7  Creek, the Kachess River, and the Cle Elum River are				false

		685						LN		27		8		false		         8  the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself				false

		686						LN		27		9		false		         9  a tributary of the Columbia.				false

		687						LN		27		10		false		        10            And right now, just a short distance				false

		688						LN		27		11		false		        11  downriver from where we are meeting tonight at the				false

		689						LN		27		12		false		        12  confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia, a				false

		690						LN		27		13		false		        13  historic restoration project is nearing completion.				false

		691						LN		27		14		false		        14  The deconstruction of the Bateman Island Causeway				false

		692						LN		27		15		false		        15  freeing a major channel in the Columbia and				false

		693						LN		27		16		false		        16  restoring a significant piece of salmon habitat.				false

		694						LN		27		17		false		        17            So it's especially important today that				false

		695						LN		27		18		false		        18  we're meeting to advocate for the adoption of your				false

		696						LN		27		19		false		        19  new Fish and Wildlife Plan.  To achieve the				false

		697						LN		27		20		false		        20  Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		        21  adopt all of the recommendations by the state tribal				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		        22  fisheries managers throughout the region including				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		        23  the following three priorities:				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		        24            One, elevated levels of spill through				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		        25  August 31 as a priority hydropower operations				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		         1  measure.  Increased spill is necessary to protect				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		         2  the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		         3  that allow generational population growth that is				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		         4  necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		         5            Two, detailed and explicit accountability				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		         6  measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		         7  to achieve program goals.  And three, acknowledge				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		         8  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary measure				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		         9  in the final '26 Fish and Wildlife Program and				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		        10  include an analysis of dam breached scenarios in the				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		        11  9th Power Plan.				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		        12            Removing the Lower Snake River Dams will				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		        13  have the single largest impact on the recovery of				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		        14  salmon and steelhead stocks in the Columbia and				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		        15  Snake Rivers.  Thank you.				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, John.  It's				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		        17  great to see you.				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		        18            MR. LITTEL:  You too.				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Josh Lozano is it?				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		        20            I'm sorry.  Just one second.  What's your				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		        21  name?				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		        22            MS. COLFAX:  Yvonne.  You want -- I'll go				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		        23  first.				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Yvonne, you're up.				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		        25            MS. COLFAX:  Good evening.  My name's				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		         1  Yvonne Colfax.  Y-V-O-N-N-E, C-O-L-F-A-X.  I'm a				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		         2  member of Yakima Nation.  I'm a treaty fisherman and				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		         3  a rate payer.  I was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		         4  Celilo Village.  It is always called my home.  And				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		         5  the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		         6  where the fish traveled to.				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		         7            I'll remember the people's faces that				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		         8  fished and lived in Celilo.  I'll remember the roar				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		         9  of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water.  I'll				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		        10  remember the mist, the sweet smell of vegetation				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		        11  that the water helped grow.  At night, it was a				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		        12  sight to see a number of bats flying around.  All				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		        13  this is a memory.  It's all gone today.				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		        14            We as Indian people thrive by our				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		        15  religion, religious beliefs, customs, and culture.				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		        16  As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		        17  we need.  We are fortunate that our ancestors				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		        18  reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		        19  our animals.  Our way of life and our paths are not				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		        20  told very well in history.  In fact, we were deemed				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		        21  as Indian problems by the federal government and				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		        22  others.				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		        23            We were portrayed as less than human who				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		        24  got in the way of progress all across the country.				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		        25  Indian removal came in many forms to make way for				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		         1  progress, removal being the worst of all.  Another				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		         2  way was to take away our food source, being the				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		         3  salmon and wildlife we depend on.  If one studies				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		         4  the history, the creation of the Northwest Power				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		         5  Act, there is no description of the Indian in there				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		         6  except the need to flood Celilo Falls.  It's a				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		         7  history of formation and the establishment of PUD				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		         8  and co-ops.				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		         9            Our water was seen as profitable, and the				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		        10  water needed to be tamed and controlled.  Our river				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		        11  has made politicians, developers, financiers,				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		        12  businessmen millionaires off the Pacific Northwest				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		        13  resources.  We as people have thrived and are still				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		        14  here and we have nothing left.  Our water is scarce				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		        15  as well as the fish and wildlife.  We depend on				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		        16  nature for us to thrive.				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		        17            I can never abandon the Columbia River,				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		        18  because all my ancestors are buried along the river				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		        19  and under the waters.  I'm going to review the				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		        20  Draft.  I'm here today just to give a general				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		        21  comment, but I want to look at the Draft document as				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		        22  I find that the English language has many meanings,				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		        23  and they can be interpreted in many ways, and I				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		        24  somehow just don't trust things.				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		        25            And I'd like to say thank you for hearing				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		         1  my comments.  Thank you.				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for all of your				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		         3  powerful words.				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		         4            Josh Lozano, Benton REA.  Thanks for being				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		         5  with us, Josh.				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		         6            MR. LOZANO:  That's going to be a tough				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		         7  act to follow.  Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H, L-O-Z-A-N-O.				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		         8            Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, members of				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		         9  the committee, my name is Josh Lozano.  I serve as				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		        10  the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA.  We're				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		        11  an electric co op, we're a nonprofit.  We've got				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		        12  about 12,000 members, many of those here in Yakima				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		        13  County.  We used to serve the Yakima Reservation as				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		        14  well, and we sold that part of the service territory				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		        15  to Yakima Power years ago.  And so we recognize and				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		        16  appreciate serving the tribal nations.				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		        17            As a consumer owned electric co-op, I				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		        18  think we provide a little bit of a unique				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		        19  perspective on this particular matter.  We get about				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		        20  60 percent of our power from hydro in the State of				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		        21  Washington.  Benton REA, our -- our fuel mix is 80				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		        22  percent to 85 percent hydro.  And so we value that				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		        23  resource very much.				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		        24            And as power public entities through the				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		        25  rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Administration,				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		         1  those rates also go for fish mitigation.  So 60				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		         2  cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		         3  through power revenues is used for purchasing power,				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		         4  transmission services.  And 16 cents of every dollar				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		         5  that Bonneville spends goes towards fish mitigation,				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		         6  fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		         7  salmon from one dam to the next.				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		         8            And so -- and I've seen firsthand some of				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		         9  the research that has gone into fish mitigation				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		        10  practices, U.S. tax dollars through the Department				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		        11  of Energy.  And science there says that about 90 to				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		        12  95 percent fish survivability from one dam to the				false
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		1063						LN		41		22		false		        22  to protect our fish.  I would urge you to				false

		1064						LN		41		23		false		        23  participate in that process.  We work -- we're				false

		1065						LN		41		24		false		        24  working with the White House, the Department of				false

		1066						LN		41		25		false		        25  State, Department of Commerce, and Congress to put				false

		1067						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1068						LN		42		1		false		         1  this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have				false

		1069						LN		42		2		false		         2  to protect our salmon.				false

		1070						LN		42		3		false		         3            Eventually, we're looking at potentially				false

		1071						LN		42		4		false		         4  co management with the Russians on these				false

		1072						LN		42		5		false		         5  transboundary fish.  There is a precedent for that				false

		1073						LN		42		6		false		         6  currently.  That's with the Norwegians.  They co-				false

		1074						LN		42		7		false		         7  manage with the Russians on cod that go from Norway				false

		1075						LN		42		8		false		         8  to the Whtie Sea.  We have a lot more species that				false

		1076						LN		42		9		false		         9  we have to co-manage with them.				false

		1077						LN		42		10		false		        10            But, we    there is major leakage and loss				false

		1078						LN		42		11		false		        11  going on because of this, from this system, and I				false

		1079						LN		42		12		false		        12  would urge you to start participating in that				false

		1080						LN		42		13		false		        13  process and protecting your fish at sea.  Thank you				false

		1081						LN		42		14		false		        14  very much.				false

		1082						LN		42		15		false		        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for joining				false

		1083						LN		42		16		false		        16  us, Michael.  Much appreciated.				false

		1084						LN		42		17		false		        17            MR. BARROW:  You bet.				false

		1085						LN		42		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And Leland Bill is with us I				false

		1086						LN		42		19		false		        19  think.  Thanks, Leland.				false

		1087						LN		42		20		false		        20            MR. BILL:  Hello, can -- can you hear me?				false

		1088						LN		42		21		false		        21            Sorry.  Thank you for this time, Power				false

		1089						LN		42		22		false		        22  Council.				false

		1090						LN		42		23		false		        23            Hello, my name is Leland H. Bill, and I am				false

		1091						LN		42		24		false		        24  an enrolled member of the Yakima Nation.  I				false

		1092						LN		42		25		false		        25  currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of				false

		1093						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1094						LN		43		1		false		         1  our reservation.  I lived, fished along the Columbia				false

		1095						LN		43		2		false		         2  River for 11 years.  I am an energy rate payer to				false

		1096						LN		43		3		false		         3  Pacific Power.  I'm trying to get into Yakima Power				false

		1097						LN		43		4		false		         4  as the Benton REA guy said.				false

		1098						LN		43		5		false		         5            Interested in having healthy and abundant				false

		1099						LN		43		6		false		         6  salmon and steelhead populations in the Columbia and				false

		1100						LN		43		7		false		         7  Yakima Basins.  I currently serve as our Yakima				false

		1101						LN		43		8		false		         8  Nation General Council Chairman for the people.  I				false

		1102						LN		43		9		false		         9  understand that it may increase our electricity				false

		1103						LN		43		10		false		        10  rates.  I understand that Pacific Northwest is lower				false

		1104						LN		43		11		false		        11  than the rest of the country, and we do not do				false

		1105						LN		43		12		false		        12  enough for the salmon.				false

		1106						LN		43		13		false		        13            I believe Yakima Nation and this Power				false

		1107						LN		43		14		false		        14  Council have been working together for years on				false

		1108						LN		43		15		false		        15  healthy and abundant salmon runs in the Columbia and				false

		1109						LN		43		16		false		        16  Yakima Basins.  Our Yakima Nations fishery programs				false

		1110						LN		43		17		false		        17  have developed some of our hatcheries and natural				false

		1111						LN		43		18		false		        18  habitat projects for years.  Our council works on				false

		1112						LN		43		19		false		        19  funding for these projects to happen, and we are in				false

		1113						LN		43		20		false		        20  agreement in many local agencies restoring the fish				false

		1114						LN		43		21		false		        21  for better returns.				false

		1115						LN		43		22		false		        22            This plan is not only a benefit to us as a				false

		1116						LN		43		23		false		        23  nation.  It also benefits the state too.  I am here				false

		1117						LN		43		24		false		        24  to support the Northwest Power and Conservation				false

		1118						LN		43		25		false		        25  Council as a deeply concerned member of Yakima				false

		1119						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1120						LN		44		1		false		         1  Nation hoping that the Northwest Power and				false

		1121						LN		44		2		false		         2  Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and				false

		1122						LN		44		3		false		         3  Wildlife Program that includes the full range of				false

		1123						LN		44		4		false		         4  robust, actionable, and accountable measures				false

		1124						LN		44		5		false		         5  necessary to achieve the Council's legal obligation				false

		1125						LN		44		6		false		         6  of five million fish returning to the Columbia River				false

		1126						LN		44		7		false		         7  in the next five to ten years and make an account --				false

		1127						LN		44		8		false		         8  actionable progress for rebuilding salmon and				false

		1128						LN		44		9		false		         9  steelhead stocks.				false

		1129						LN		44		10		false		        10            It is my hope that the Yakima Nation and				false

		1130						LN		44		11		false		        11  the Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation				false

		1131						LN		44		12		false		        12  Council continue to support the fish managers'				false

		1132						LN		44		13		false		        13  comprehensive recommendations to help achieve this				false

		1133						LN		44		14		false		        14  goal of five million salmon returned to Columbia				false

		1134						LN		44		15		false		        15  River.  I hope they both keep the inclusion of all				false

		1135						LN		44		16		false		        16  of the state and tribal recommendations in the final				false

		1136						LN		44		17		false		        17  program.				false

		1137						LN		44		18		false		        18            I thank you for hearing me on this matter,				false

		1138						LN		44		19		false		        19  and however I can assist you, please reach out.				false

		1139						LN		44		20		false		        20  Thank you for your time.				false

		1140						LN		44		21		false		        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much for being				false

		1141						LN		44		22		false		        22  with us.  It's an easy name to spell, but would you				false

		1142						LN		44		23		false		        23  spell for her?  Oh, okay, is it on there?  Go ahead.				false

		1143						LN		44		24		false		        24            MR. BILL:  It's -- it's on there.				false

		1144						LN		44		25		false		        25            THE REPORTER:  I'm typing it.				false

		1145						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1146						LN		45		1		false		         1            MR. BILL:  Thank you.				false

		1147						LN		45		2		false		         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much.				false

		1148						LN		45		3		false		         3            And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.				false

		1149						LN		45		4		false		         4  Unclear whether you wanted to testify.  Welcome.				false

		1150						LN		45		5		false		         5            MR. EBERHART:  I always bring a stopwatch.				false

		1151						LN		45		6		false		         6            MR. GOLDEN:  The conscious commentor.				false

		1152						LN		45		7		false		         7            MR. EBERHART:  Thank you.  My name is				false

		1153						LN		45		8		false		         8  Urban Eberhart.  That's, U-R-B-A-N, E-B-E-R-H-A-R-T.				false

		1154						LN		45		9		false		         9  I manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the				false

		1155						LN		45		10		false		        10  upper Yakima Basin.  Thank you all for making the				false

		1156						LN		45		11		false		        11  trip here to the Yakima Basin which was historically				false

		1157						LN		45		12		false		        12  the second largest contributor of salmon and				false

		1158						LN		45		13		false		        13  steelhead to the Columbia River system annually just				false

		1159						LN		45		14		false		        14  behind the Snake River system.				false

		1160						LN		45		15		false		        15            I have been working on water issues here				false

		1161						LN		45		16		false		        16  in the Yakima Basin for more than the past 40 years.				false

		1162						LN		45		17		false		        17  Tom Clune from BPA, way back then we were working				false

		1163						LN		45		18		false		        18  with him.  We first were -- we passed our Yakima				false

		1164						LN		45		19		false		        19  River Basin Water Enhancement Project Act in 1979,				false

		1165						LN		45		20		false		        20  and the very first thing we did was go in and				false

		1166						LN		45		21		false		        21  rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of				false

		1167						LN		45		22		false		        22  the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA				false

		1168						LN		45		23		false		        23  then under the Fish and Wildlife Program.				false

		1169						LN		45		24		false		        24            Then -- that was phase one, and phase two,				false

		1170						LN		45		25		false		        25  under the same program, this program, previous				false

		1171						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1172						LN		46		1		false		         1  versions, we were able to screen the smaller				false

		1173						LN		46		2		false		         2  diversions throughout the Yakima Basin and have done				false

		1174						LN		46		3		false		         3  really tremendous things together with our				false

		1175						LN		46		4		false		         4  partnerships with multiple federal agencies, also				false

		1176						LN		46		5		false		         5  BPA and state agencies, the tribes, local				false

		1177						LN		46		6		false		         6  governments, and NGOs, irrigation districts.  You				false

		1178						LN		46		7		false		         7  know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're				false

		1179						LN		46		8		false		         8  all working together here.				false

		1180						LN		46		9		false		         9            And this Fish and Wildlife Program is a --				false

		1181						LN		46		10		false		        10  is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to				false

		1182						LN		46		11		false		        11  be a key part of it.  The great work that was done				false

		1183						LN		46		12		false		        12  in Manastash with BPA assistance through the Power				false

		1184						LN		46		13		false		        13  Council and multiple different tributaries.  We are				false

		1185						LN		46		14		false		        14  now working to achieve the goals of a healthy				false

		1186						LN		46		15		false		        15  ecosystem and a healthy economy into the next				false

		1187						LN		46		16		false		        16  hundreds of years for those folks that were from				false

		1188						LN		46		17		false		        17  before, those of us that are here now, and those				false

		1189						LN		46		18		false		        18  that are in the future.				false

		1190						LN		46		19		false		        19            So we have irrigation districts, tribes,				false

		1191						LN		46		20		false		        20  fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and				false

		1192						LN		46		21		false		        21  this program has and will continue to help us do it.				false

		1193						LN		46		22		false		        22  I -- our    we were also -- we're part of the				false

		1194						LN		46		23		false		        23  Columbia Basin collaborative process which is now				false

		1195						LN		46		24		false		        24  the Columbia Basin partnership process, and we				false

		1196						LN		46		25		false		        25  really appreciate you including the collaborative				false

		1197						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1198						LN		47		1		false		         1  goals in this.  That is really what we're doing here				false

		1199						LN		47		2		false		         2  in the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do				false

		1200						LN		47		3		false		         3  throughout the Columbia River Basin together.				false

		1201						LN		47		4		false		         4            So thank you for being here, and many				false

		1202						LN		47		5		false		         5  pieces of this draft will be able to help us				false

		1203						LN		47		6		false		         6  continue to succeed into the future.  So thank you				false

		1204						LN		47		7		false		         7  very much.  Good to meet you.				false

		1205						LN		47		8		false		         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you very much.  And				false

		1206						LN		47		9		false		         9  thanks for your great work.				false

		1207						LN		47		10		false		        10            MR. EBERHART:  Oh, and my timer.				false

		1208						LN		47		11		false		        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, yeah.				false

		1209						LN		47		12		false		        12            MR. EBERHART:  Ha.  Axed the timer.				false

		1210						LN		47		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Athena Tambarillo.  Here,				false

		1211						LN		47		14		false		        14  right?  Athena, are you with us?  Hi.  Welcome,				false

		1212						LN		47		15		false		        15  Athena.				false

		1213						LN		47		16		false		        16            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.				false

		1214						LN		47		17		false		        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us,				false

		1215						LN		47		18		false		        18  please.				false

		1216						LN		47		19		false		        19            MS. TAMBANILLO:  My name is Athena				false

		1217						LN		47		20		false		        20  Tambarillo.  That's A-T-H-E-N-A, T-A-M-B-A-N-I-L-L-				false

		1218						LN		47		21		false		        21  O.  This doesn't go down?  Maybe?  It's fine.				false

		1219						LN		47		22		false		        22            Hi.  So I'm here -- I wanted to represent				false

		1220						LN		47		23		false		        23  a youthful perspective.  Sorry, I feel a little bit				false

		1221						LN		47		24		false		        24  underprepared.				false

		1222						LN		47		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  No, not at all.				false
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		1224						LN		48		1		false		         1            MS. TAMBARNILLO:  Thank you.				false

		1225						LN		48		2		false		         2            So I'm here with Yakima Valley Colleges				false

		1226						LN		48		3		false		         3  Climate Club.  I'm a second-year student.  Yeah.  I				false

		1227						LN		48		4		false		         4  thought it was important to be here, because I				false

		1228						LN		48		5		false		         5  wanted to represent my generation.  Yeah.  So my				false

		1229						LN		48		6		false		         6  generation think it's really important to have our				false

		1230						LN		48		7		false		         7  voices heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our				false

		1231						LN		48		8		false		         8  native wildlife populations to make all the right				false

		1232						LN		48		9		false		         9  decisions now so I won't be here again in 30 years				false

		1233						LN		48		10		false		        10  advocating for the same thing.				false

		1234						LN		48		11		false		        11            And I also think it's important to be				false

		1235						LN		48		12		false		        12  here, because I'm studying to be an environmental				false

		1236						LN		48		13		false		        13  engineer right now, so I'm really interested in the				false

		1237						LN		48		14		false		        14  -- in areas concerning renewable energy and also				false

		1238						LN		48		15		false		        15  protecting our wildlife populations.  So I feel a				false

		1239						LN		48		16		false		        16  little under -- under prepared.  I'm not as well				false

		1240						LN		48		17		false		        17  researched about this stuff.				false

		1241						LN		48		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  No worries.				false

		1242						LN		48		19		false		        19            MR. PURCE:  You're doing great.				false

		1243						LN		48		20		false		        20            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.  But yeah, I				false

		1244						LN		48		21		false		        21  wanted to be here to say it's important to listen to				false

		1245						LN		48		22		false		        22  the scientists now, to listen to the researchers				false

		1246						LN		48		23		false		        23  now, to all the teachers, all the people who are				false

		1247						LN		48		24		false		        24  well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.				false

		1248						LN		48		25		false		        25  They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to				false
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		1250						LN		49		1		false		         1  provide affordable hydroelectric power now and we				false

		1251						LN		49		2		false		         2  also have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife				false

		1252						LN		49		3		false		         3  populations, our salmon populations.				false

		1253						LN		49		4		false		         4            So yeah.  I just wanted to be here to say				false

		1254						LN		49		5		false		         5  to make the right decisions now that I don't want to				false

		1255						LN		49		6		false		         6  be here again in -- later on in my career advocating				false

		1256						LN		49		7		false		         7  for these populations and be like, wow, I was there				false

		1257						LN		49		8		false		         8  10 years ago and when were trying to protect --				false

		1258						LN		49		9		false		         9  protect the salmon.  So please listen to them and				false

		1259						LN		49		10		false		        10  reaching our goal of five million salmon.  So thank				false

		1260						LN		49		11		false		        11  you for your time.				false

		1261						LN		49		12		false		        12            MR. PURCE:  Thank you.				false

		1262						LN		49		13		false		        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for being with us,				false

		1263						LN		49		14		false		        14  Athena.  I hope you are here 30 years from now with				false

		1264						LN		49		15		false		        15  lots of -- with lots of victories to celebrate.				false

		1265						LN		49		16		false		        16            MR. PURCE:  Yes.				false

		1266						LN		49		17		false		        17            MS. TAMBARILLO:  Thanks.				false

		1267						LN		49		18		false		        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Your generation is well-				false

		1268						LN		49		19		false		        19  represented.  Thanks so much.				false

		1269						LN		49		20		false		        20            And AJ Cooper is next.  And then AJ will				false

		1270						LN		49		21		false		        21  be followed by Kana --				false

		1271						LN		49		22		false		        22            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.  Sorry.				false

		1272						LN		49		23		false		        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Columbia?				false

		1273						LN		49		24		false		        24            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.				false

		1274						LN		49		25		false		        25            MR. GOLDEN:  Karina.  Got it.				false
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		1276						LN		50		1		false		         1            Welcome, AJ.				false

		1277						LN		50		2		false		         2            MS. COOPER:  Thank you.  My name is AJ				false

		1278						LN		50		3		false		         3  Cooper.				false

		1279						LN		50		4		false		         4            MR. GOLDEN:  And spell your name.				false

		1280						LN		50		5		false		         5            MS. COOPER:  And it -- A-J, C-O-O-P-E-R.				false

		1281						LN		50		6		false		         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Great.  Thank you.				false

		1282						LN		50		7		false		         7            MS. COOPER:  So I moved here in 2012 to				false

		1283						LN		50		8		false		         8  Washington State, and I was very excited to be				false

		1284						LN		50		9		false		         9  moving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all				false

		1285						LN		50		10		false		        10  of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking,				false

		1286						LN		50		11		false		        11  the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound,				false

		1287						LN		50		12		false		        12  you know, the streams, the desert.  You know, there				false

		1288						LN		50		13		false		        13  -- we have so many different climates, and so many				false

		1289						LN		50		14		false		        14  different environments here.				false

		1290						LN		50		15		false		        15            And so to me, protecting these				false

		1291						LN		50		16		false		        16  environments is very important, and I care about				false

		1292						LN		50		17		false		        17  salmon and support the actions necessary to recover				false

		1293						LN		50		18		false		        18  them.  So I do want Bonneville Power Administration				false

		1294						LN		50		19		false		        19  and our utility companies, my utility company is				false

		1295						LN		50		20		false		        20  Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly				false

		1296						LN		50		21		false		        21  generations -- or power generation.				false

		1297						LN		50		22		false		        22            So the spill -- you know, increasing the				false

		1298						LN		50		23		false		        23  spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard				false

		1299						LN		50		24		false		        24  all of the reasons for that.  I'm also here to talk				false

		1300						LN		50		25		false		        25  about removing the Lower -- the four Lower Snake				false
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		1303						LN		51		2		false		         2  clean energy.  It is a lower carbon emission, but it				false
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		1308						LN		51		7		false		         7            And as you know, the salmon are a keystone				false

		1309						LN		51		8		false		         8  species.  So they are not only an important food				false

		1310						LN		51		9		false		         9  source to people or orcas, but they also provide				false

		1311						LN		51		10		false		        10  nutrients to lands and to our    to our forests with				false

		1312						LN		51		11		false		        11  the nutrients that they bring back from the oceans.				false

		1313						LN		51		12		false		        12  And we are in an area -- era right now where we are				false

		1314						LN		51		13		false		        13  losing -- you know, losing species at an alarming				false

		1315						LN		51		14		false		        14  rate.				false

		1316						LN		51		15		false		        15            You know, we have warming of our rivers,				false

		1317						LN		51		16		false		        16  warming of our oceans.  So I feel like we should				false

		1318						LN		51		17		false		        17  give the salmon a fighting chance.  And when they				false

		1319						LN		51		18		false		        18  have these barriers in their way, I do feel we need				false

		1320						LN		51		19		false		        19  to be removing those barriers.  And maybe kind of				false

		1321						LN		51		20		false		        20  changing our mindset, you know?  Our dams were built				false

		1322						LN		51		21		false		        21  at a time where it felt like our -- our idea -- our				false

		1323						LN		51		22		false		        22  ideology was a little more about dominating nature.				false

		1324						LN		51		23		false		        23  Maybe changing our mindset so that we're not				false

		1325						LN		51		24		false		        24  dominating nature -- mother nature, but we're				false
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		1328						LN		52		1		false		         1            And I know that -- understand that this is				false

		1329						LN		52		2		false		         2  going to be an easy task removing these dams.  You				false

		1330						LN		52		3		false		         3  know, that is going to take into consideration, you				false

		1331						LN		52		4		false		         4  know, the -- what they do offer, you know?  But I				false

		1332						LN		52		5		false		         5  would like to see investments in -- you know, we've				false

		1333						LN		52		6		false		         6  done studies, we know that they impact the salmon.				false
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		1335						LN		52		8		false		         8  changing our power from more environmentally				false
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		1338						LN		52		11		false		        11  that we invest in, discovering along the way.				false
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		1340						LN		52		13		false		        13  differences for, you know, the replacement for the				false

		1341						LN		52		14		false		        14  irrigation and of course the traveling for our				false

		1342						LN		52		15		false		        15  products down the river.  But, you know, salmon,				false

		1343						LN		52		16		false		        16  they are important to us, especially here in the				false

		1344						LN		52		17		false		        17  Pacific Northwest.  We have a very special place				false

		1345						LN		52		18		false		        18  here and I would like to keep it.  Thank you.				false

		1346						LN		52		19		false		        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, AJ.				false

		1347						LN		52		20		false		        20            Okay, Karina.  I'm not even going to try				false

		1348						LN		52		21		false		        21  on the last name.  Please enlighten us and spell it				false

		1349						LN		52		22		false		        22  for us.  Welcome.				false

		1350						LN		52		23		false		        23            MS. SOLORIO:  Sorry.  My handwriting's				false

		1351						LN		52		24		false		        24  bad.  Hi.  I'm Karina, K-A-R-I-N-A.  Solorio, S-O-L-				false

		1352						LN		52		25		false		        25  O-R-I-O.  So I'm here as a community member of				false
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		1355						LN		53		2		false		         2  I'm also an environmental justice organizer with the				false

		1356						LN		53		3		false		         3  Washington Conservation Action, and I'm also				false

		1357						LN		53		4		false		         4  pescatarian, so I rely a lot on fish to -- for my				false
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		1360						LN		53		7		false		         7  statement to make.  I'm here on behalf of our salmon				false

		1361						LN		53		8		false		         8  and our steelhead population.  This is important not				false

		1362						LN		53		9		false		         9  just for the wellbeing of our fish and wildlife, but				false

		1363						LN		53		10		false		        10  also to honor what the salmon mean to our native				false

		1364						LN		53		11		false		        11  community.  I urge the Northwest Pacific    the				false

		1365						LN		53		12		false		        12  Northwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt				false

		1366						LN		53		13		false		        13  all the recommendations from the state and most				false

		1367						LN		53		14		false		        14  importantly from tribal fish managers throughout our				false

		1368						LN		53		15		false		        15  region.				false

		1369						LN		53		16		false		        16            These demands which you've heard already				false

		1370						LN		53		17		false		        17  include elevated levels of spill through August 31st				false

		1371						LN		53		18		false		        18  as a priority measure to help protect migrating				false

		1372						LN		53		19		false		        19  juvenile salmon and steelhead.  Include explicit				false

		1373						LN		53		20		false		        20  accountability measures for achieving program goals,				false

		1374						LN		53		21		false		        21  especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power				false

		1375						LN		53		22		false		        22  Administration.  And lastly, to acknowledge the				false

		1376						LN		53		23		false		        23  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary action				false

		1377						LN		53		24		false		        24  for the future of our -- our community and just in				false

		1378						LN		53		25		false		        25  general of our country.				false
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		1380						LN		54		1		false		         1            Yeah.  That's about it for me.  Thank you				false

		1381						LN		54		2		false		         2  for your time.				false

		1382						LN		54		3		false		         3            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for your words,				false

		1383						LN		54		4		false		         4  Karina, and for your work.  Much appreciate.				false

		1384						LN		54		5		false		         5            Yvonne Colfax?				false

		1385						LN		54		6		false		         6            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She spoke already.				false

		1386						LN		54		7		false		         7            MR. GOLDEN:  I'm sorry.  And then -- oh,				false

		1387						LN		54		8		false		         8  is it Victor Valerio?  I met you yesterday, didn't				false

		1388						LN		54		9		false		         9  I?				false

		1389						LN		54		10		false		        10            MR. VALERIO:  Close enough.  Yes, we did				false

		1390						LN		54		11		false		        11  meet yesterday.  You did a lot of driving this week.				false

		1391						LN		54		12		false		        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah.				false

		1392						LN		54		13		false		        13            MR. VALERIO:  How is everyone?				false

		1393						LN		54		14		false		        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome.				false

		1394						LN		54		15		false		        15            MR. VALERIO:  Just -- sorry.  I had to --				false

		1395						LN		54		16		false		        16  and I forgot to print it out.				false

		1396						LN		54		17		false		        17            My name is Victor, V-I-C-T-O-R.  Last name				false

		1397						LN		54		18		false		        18  Valerio, V-A-L-E-R-I-O.				false

		1398						LN		54		19		false		        19            Well, first of all, thank you Council				false

		1399						LN		54		20		false		        20  Members for the opportunity to provide public -- for				false

		1400						LN		54		21		false		        21  the public hearing today.  Again, my name is Victor				false

		1401						LN		54		22		false		        22  Valerio.  I am here to represent Northwest River				false

		1402						LN		54		23		false		        23  Partners.  We are a not for profit organization that				false

		1403						LN		54		24		false		        24  -- we focus on education and advocacy for the				false
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		1406						LN		55		1		false		         1  research manager, so nice to meet you guys.				false

		1407						LN		55		2		false		         2            Well, first of all, or organization				false

		1408						LN		55		3		false		         3  appreciates the work that the Council has done to				false

		1409						LN		55		4		false		         4  draft the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  We are				false

		1410						LN		55		5		false		         5  especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing				false

		1411						LN		55		6		false		         6  priority management and investments in critical				false

		1412						LN		55		7		false		         7  infrastructure which are necessary to help sustain				false

		1413						LN		55		8		false		         8  the trend of increasing salmon runs that we have				false
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		1415						LN		55		10		false		        10            As you know, average returns of salmon and				false

		1416						LN		55		11		false		        11  steelhead above Bonneville Dam, the first federal				false

		1417						LN		55		12		false		        12  dam in the Columbia Basin, have nearly tripled in				false

		1418						LN		55		13		false		        13  the last few years when compared to the first return				false

		1419						LN		55		14		false		        14  recorded in 1938.  We are also glad to see the				false

		1420						LN		55		15		false		        15  Council continue to include the reintroduction of				false

		1421						LN		55		16		false		        16  salmon above Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dam.				false

		1422						LN		55		17		false		        17            Northwest River Partners is actively				false

		1423						LN		55		18		false		        18  supporting this vital initiative led by these tribal				false

		1424						LN		55		19		false		        19  nations.  I actually had the opportunity last summer				false

		1425						LN		55		20		false		        20  to attend a first salmon ceremony up at Chief				false

		1426						LN		55		21		false		        21  Joseph.  To be honest, it was an eye-opening				false

		1427						LN		55		22		false		        22  experience.  I did not know how much of an impact				false

		1428						LN		55		23		false		        23  the salmon had as far as a cultural importance, so				false

		1429						LN		55		24		false		        24  it was a really great opportunity for me.				false
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		1435						LN		56		4		false		         4  thin.  The latest example is from the electric-				false
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		1442						LN		56		11		false		        11  resource -- the traditional resource adequacy				false
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		1444						LN		56		13		false		        13  reinforcing the growing importance of reserving				false

		1445						LN		56		14		false		        14  operational flexibility.  And as we    and as we've				false

		1446						LN		56		15		false		        15  previously shared, Washington's residential electric				false

		1447						LN		56		16		false		        16  customers are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent				false

		1448						LN		56		17		false		        17  rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at least double				false

		1449						LN		56		18		false		        18  the rate of inflation.				false

		1450						LN		56		19		false		        19            Even modest operational changes that				false

		1451						LN		56		20		false		        20  increase reliance on high-cost emergency power are				false

		1452						LN		56		21		false		        21  especially hard on low- and fixed-income households.				false

		1453						LN		56		22		false		        22  The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed				false

		1454						LN		56		23		false		        23  upon hydropower operations over multiple years.  We				false

		1455						LN		56		24		false		        24  concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all				false

		1456						LN		56		25		false		        25  relevant stakeholders and that Bonneville, the U.S.				false
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		1458						LN		57		1		false		         1  Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of				false

		1459						LN		57		2		false		         2  Reclamation are consulted before any hydro system				false

		1460						LN		57		3		false		         3  measures are finalized.				false

		1461						LN		57		4		false		         4            Thank you again for the time to comment,				false

		1462						LN		57		5		false		         5  and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with				false

		1463						LN		57		6		false		         6  the Council in the next few meetings.  Thank you.				false

		1464						LN		57		7		false		         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for being here,				false

		1465						LN		57		8		false		         8  Victor.  Congrats on the new job.				false

		1466						LN		57		9		false		         9            MR. VALERIO:  Thank you.				false

		1467						LN		57		10		false		        10            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Lottie S-A --				false

		1468						LN		57		11		false		        11  is Lottie here?  Welcome, Lottie.  I wish everyone's				false

		1469						LN		57		12		false		        12  handwriting was as good as -- as beautiful as their				false

		1470						LN		57		13		false		        13  words tonight.  Thanks for being with us, Lottie.				false

		1471						LN		57		14		false		        14            MS. SAM:  Well, good evening.  Thank you				false

		1472						LN		57		15		false		        15  for this opportunity to provide comment on behalf of				false

		1473						LN		57		16		false		        16  -- for myself and my family.  I'm a --				false

		1474						LN		57		17		false		        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Lottie, if you could just				false

		1475						LN		57		18		false		        18  spell your name for us.  Sorry.				false

		1476						LN		57		19		false		        19            MS. SAM:  Lottie Sam.  L-O-T-T-I-E.  Last				false

		1477						LN		57		20		false		        20  name Sam, S-A-M.				false

		1478						LN		57		21		false		        21            So I wanted to speak a little bit about				false

		1479						LN		57		22		false		        22  myself and my family.  My name is Lottie, and I'm				false

		1480						LN		57		23		false		        23  here to talk about salmon recovery and a strong fish				false

		1481						LN		57		24		false		        24  and wildlife program, because it matters to me and				false
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		1486						LN		58		3		false		         3  specialist for Yakima Nation, but also been a				false

		1487						LN		58		4		false		         4  lifelong educator from pre-K all the way to				false
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		1494						LN		58		11		false		        11  I've traveled there many years of life.  Our family,				false

		1495						LN		58		12		false		        12  like I said, is traditional, so my brothers fish for				false

		1496						LN		58		13		false		        13  us, and I -- I get to haul fish, clean fish, cut				false

		1497						LN		58		14		false		        14  fish, dry it, can it, because I want that food				false

		1498						LN		58		15		false		        15  source to take care of me as we're taught.				false

		1499						LN		58		16		false		        16            I live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am				false

		1500						LN		58		17		false		        17  a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I				false

		1501						LN		58		18		false		        18  also in my time growing up and becoming an adult did				false

		1502						LN		58		19		false		        19  have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and				false

		1503						LN		58		20		false		        20  Benton REA.  I just wanted to share that to achieve				false

		1504						LN		58		21		false		        21  the Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to				false

		1505						LN		58		22		false		        22  adopt all the recommendations by state and tribal				false

		1506						LN		58		23		false		        23  fishery managers throughout the region to whom the				false

		1507						LN		58		24		false		        24  Council paid deference required by the North --				false
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		1514						LN		59		5		false		         5  out migrate throughout August make up a				false

		1515						LN		59		6		false		         6  disproportionally large share of the wild adults				false

		1516						LN		59		7		false		         7  that return to the Columbia and the Snake Rivers.				false

		1517						LN		59		8		false		         8  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic				false

		1518						LN		59		9		false		         9  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the				false

		1519						LN		59		10		false		        10  generational population growth that is necessary to				false

		1520						LN		59		11		false		        11  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.				false
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		1522						LN		59		13		false		        13  accountability measures, especially linked to				false

		1523						LN		59		14		false		        14  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to				false

		1524						LN		59		15		false		        15  achieve program goals with a whole of government				false

		1525						LN		59		16		false		        16  approach and to address all necessary hydropower				false

		1526						LN		59		17		false		        17  measures in the 9th Power Plan.				false

		1527						LN		59		18		false		        18            Also just a little bit in regards to the				false

		1528						LN		59		19		false		        19  Lower Snake River Dams removal.  It's been talked				false

		1529						LN		59		20		false		        20  about.  We've heard the -- the benefits, the pros				false

		1530						LN		59		21		false		        21  and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still				false

		1531						LN		59		22		false		        22  hope to see that five million fish goal and maybe				false
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		1534						LN		59		25		false		        25  will -- will work towards that five million and				false

		1535						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1536						LN		60		1		false		         1  and more.				false
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		1540						LN		60		5		false		         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Lottie.				false
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         1   NORTHWEST POWER AND CONSERVATION COUNCIL DRAFT 2026 


         2     COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAM 


         3                     PUBLIC HEARING 


         4                         HELD ON 


         5               WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2026 


         6                        4:32 P.M. 


         7   


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome everyone and thank 


         9  you for being here.  My name is KC Golden, I'm a 


        10  Washington member of the Northwest Power Planning 


        11  Council.  My counterpart, the other Washington 


        12  member, Les Purce is Vice Chair of the Council and 


        13  is here with us, and this is the Yakima hearing to 


        14  collect your comments and guidance on the Draft 2026 


        15  Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        16            I'm going to read a formal statement that 


        17  needs to be read into the record about what we're 


        18  doing here in just a second, but before I do that, 


        19  we have many of the staff who have helped craft this 


        20  program and put their very hard work and 


        21  considerable skill and talent to the wheel to 


        22  produce this draft and they're here with us tonight, 


        23  and I want you to -- to note them as well.   


        24            We have Rudy Salakory visiting from the 


        25  great State of Oregon, staff to the Oregon Council �
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         1  Members.  Kym Buzdygon, our Public Affairs Director, 


         2  is in the back.  Stacy Horton, Washington staff is 


         3  here.  Kate Self, who you'll hear from in just a 


         4  moment about what we're up to, and who am I missing?   


         5            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sara.  Peter and 


         6  Sara.   


         7            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sara.  


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Peter Cogswell, Executive 


         9  Director, is here, and Sara Mounts from the 


        10  Washington Staff.  So that's us, and here's the -- 


        11  the formal business, the little bit of formal 


        12  business for tonight. 


        13            I would like to call this public hearing 


        14  to order.  I already told you who I am.  And the way 


        15  we're going to do this tonight is that anyone 


        16  wishing to provide public comment should sign up on 


        17  the list provided at the back of the room.  We have 


        18  the first few signup sheets here already.  When the 


        19  time comes to hear your comments, I'll call people 


        20  up to testify in the order in which you're signed 


        21  up.  Each person will have four minutes to speak.  


        22  Sara will help us keep time and make sure we -- we 


        23  stay within limits. 


        24            We have a court reporter recording 


        25  everything.  She is right there.  And if you have �



                                                               6 



         1  any written comments, it's -- with you physically 


         2  here today, it's important you leave those with her.  


         3  It's also important to spell your name when you come 


         4  up to make your comments, and I'll help you remember 


         5  that, so the court reporter gets them right.  And 


         6  here is our statement for the administrative record. 


         7            Under the Northwest Power Act, the 


         8  Northwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and 


         9  periodically amends a program to protect, mitigate, 


        10  and enhance fish and wildlife affected by the 


        11  development and operation of hydroelectric 


        12  facilities on the Columbia River and its 


        13  tributaries.  The current version of the program is 


        14  the 2014 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife 


        15  Program with a 2020 addendum. 


        16            The Council's in the process of amending 


        17  this Fish and Wildlife Program in a formal amendment 


        18  process under the Act.  We recently released the 


        19  Draft of the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  The 


        20  Council's now at the stage of the amendment process 


        21  where we're -- we're receiving public comment on 


        22  that Draft Program.  The formal comment period 


        23  extends until March 2, 2026.   


        24            Council's conducting public hearings like 


        25  this one to receive oral comments on the draft.  We �
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         1  have the court reporter in attendance.  The 


         2  transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all 


         3  Council members and staff and will be included in 


         4  the administrative record for this program amendment 


         5  process.  The Council is all -- also accepting 


         6  written comments on the Draft Fish and Wildlife 


         7  Program until March 2nd, Instructions for how to 


         8  comment in writing are on the Council's website, and 


         9  you can also ask any of the staff in the room about 


        10  how to do that.   


        11            And just to conclude the formal part of 


        12  this to say, you know, that's the -- that's the -- 


        13  that's the formal thing.  Public participation, 


        14  public comment, public transparency, public guidance 


        15  on what the Council does is not just a formality.  


        16  It is a legal requirement, but it's also much more 


        17  than that.   


        18            The Council was created in significant 


        19  part to get broader participation in these decisions 


        20  that affect us all, and I know that you all -- 


        21  there's a lot going on out there, and there's a lot 


        22  of demands on us as citizens right now, and so the 


        23  fact that you're here tonight and putting the car 


        24  and thought and attention into these important 


        25  decisions is very well appreciated, I know, by the �
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         1  Council members and staff, and really truly is an 


         2  important part of how we -- how we get to the final 


         3  program, not just a formality. 


         4            So thank you so much for being here.  And 


         5  now I want to turn it over to Kate to describe the 


         6  program a little bit. 


         7            MS. SELF:  Thank you, Chair Golden.  And 


         8  good evening, everyone, and welcome to this public 


         9  hearing on the Northwest Power and Conservation 


        10  Council's Draft 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and 


        11  Wildlife Program.  My name is Kate Self, and I am a 


        12  Fish and Wildlife Program scientist with the 


        13  Council.  I am going to give a short presentation on 


        14  the Council and the Fish and Wildlife Program, and 


        15  then we'll open it up to you for public comment. 


        16            Who we are.  The Council was created by 


        17  Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to 


        18  give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power 


        19  planning and protecting fish and wildlife.  The 


        20  Council is an interstate compact agency representing 


        21  the basin states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and 


        22  Washington.  The governors of each state appoints 


        23  two members, and we've got our great Washington 


        24  members here tonight as you just heard. 


        25            The Northwest Power Act requires the �
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         1  Council to develop with public participation a 


         2  regional power plan and a fish and wildlife program.  


         3  Federal agencies including the Bonneville Power 


         4  Administration, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army 


         5  Corps of Engineers, and the Federal Energy 


         6  Regulatory Commission all have legal 


         7  responsibilities under the Act. 


         8            First, I'll briefly touch on our role in 


         9  power planning.  The Council must develop a 20-year 


        10  regional power plan to ensure an adequate, 


        11  efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for 


        12  the Pacific Northwest.  The Council considers how 


        13  much energy the region will need and what resources 


        14  are available to meet that need beginning with 


        15  energy efficiency. 


        16            The Council's power plan guides Bonneville 


        17  Power Administration's acquisition of cost-effective 


        18  resources.  It also serves as an important technical 


        19  resource for the region.  The power plan is reviewed 


        20  and revised every five years as well, and the draft 


        21  of the next power plan called the 9th Power Plan is 


        22  expected in mid-2026, so this year.  As with the 


        23  Fish and Wildlife Program, there will be multiple 


        24  opportunities for public comment on the power plan, 


        25  and we also hope to hear from you at that time.   �
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         1            The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program is 


         2  updated about every five years as -- as you heard 


         3  based primarily on the recommendations from the 


         4  state and federal fish and wildlife agencies and 


         5  tribes along with other partners as directed by the 


         6  Northwest Power Act.  The Fish and Wildlife Program 


         7  is intended to protect, mitigate, and enhance all 


         8  fish and wildlife impacted by the hydropower system.  


         9  This includes onsite mitigation measures at the dams 


        10  like changes to flow and passage, and offsite 


        11  mitigation measures like habitat restoration and 


        12  artificial production or hatcheries.        


        13            The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program 


        14  has been in place for over 40 years.  It is one of 


        15  the largest mitigation efforts in the world, 


        16  covering an area roughly the size of France.  It has 


        17  grown and evolved over time based on the best 


        18  available science, and while progress is evident, 


        19  the Council recognizes that more work remains to be 


        20  done.   


        21            Over the 40-year life of the Program, 


        22  there have been significant accomplishments.  


        23  Changes to how the hydro system operates as well as 


        24  improved passage at dams has benefited both adult 


        25  and juvenile migration.  Habitat work has protected, �
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         1  restored, or improved hundreds of thousands of acres 


         2  of land across the region.   


         3            The Columbia Basin Water Transactions 


         4  Program has collaborated with willing landowners and 


         5  irrigation districts to keep water in streams when 


         6  fish need it, and artificial production programs 


         7  support both conservation and harvest objectives.  


         8  Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and 


         9  maintained to keep fish out of irrigation systems, 


        10  and that's just to name a few. 


        11            Next, I'll talk about how the Fish and 


        12  Wildlife Program gets updated.  There are many steps 


        13  that we have to take to amend the Fish and Wildlife 


        14  Program beginning with the call for recommendations 


        15  that went out to the region in January of 2025 and 


        16  the subsequent public comment period.  We released a 


        17  Draft Program in December of 2025, and we are now 


        18  accepting comments on that Draft until March 2nd of 


        19  this year.  The Council's goal is to release a final 


        20  Fish and Wildlife Program in May of 2026.     


        21            We received hundreds of recommendations 


        22  and thousands of comments during this amendment 


        23  process, and the Council has considered them very 


        24  carefully over the last six months.  Over the course 


        25  of this review, some topics seemed to be of �
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         1  particular urgency or importance to the region. 


         2            Priorities identified for the Draft 


         3  Program include making sure that assets and projects 


         4  have the funding they need to continue to function 


         5  and benefit fish and wildlife, having consistent and 


         6  stable hydro operations over a longer period of time 


         7  that keeps water moving, increases velocities, and 


         8  minimizes fluctuations, assessing and managing 


         9  predation in the areas most likely to increase 


        10  salmon and steelhead survival, and continuing the 


        11  crucial habitat work that is a cornerstone of the 


        12  Council's Fish and Wildlife Program.  The Council is 


        13  also placing particular emphasis at this time on 


        14  coordinating with other relevant agencies to 


        15  identify sources of non-rate payer funding.   


        16            And with that, I just have a few reminders 


        17  about tonight, and Member Golden, chair of this 


        18  hearing, already mentioned the sign-up sheets are 


        19  right back here when you entered the room.  


        20  Bathrooms are in the hallway, there is a water 


        21  cooler in the back with cups on the right if anybody 


        22  needs water.   


        23            And just a note, the court reporter here 


        24  is positioned in the middle of the room, so in order 


        25  to get up to the front microphone, it's probably �
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         1  easiest if you step out and walk around the outside 


         2  and up through the front just to avoid the middle -- 


         3  the -- the court -- yeah.  The -- the labyrinth of 


         4  cords and the court reporter.  Give her her space. 


         5            And just one more time, can the staff in 


         6  the room please raise our hands just so if anybody 


         7  has questions at any time, feel free to get up and 


         8  bend our ears.  And a reminder to be courteous to 


         9  both members, staff, and everybody else in the room 


        10  tonight.  We're really looking forward to hearing 


        11  your comments.   


        12            I know a lot of people might have filtered 


        13  in after Member Golden started, and so I just wanted 


        14  to reiterate that there is a four-minute comment 


        15  period for each comment.  If you don't feel like 


        16  getting up in front of people and speaking tonight 


        17  but you do have something to say, there's also these 


        18  comment -- written comment sheets in the back that 


        19  you're welcome to fill out and hand to us or, again, 


        20  we take comments online anytime that you feel like 


        21  submitting them. 


        22            So I'll hand it back to you now. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  And -- and as we 


        24  call our first people up, at the risk of saying this 


        25  one too many times, I just want to tell you how �
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         1  important your role in this process is.  The -- the 


         2  Council was created at a moment in our region's 


         3  history when we were experiencing a lot of problems 


         4  associated with the fact that the decisions that are 


         5  in front of the Council now were not being made in a 


         6  way that was accountable to the states, accountable 


         7  to the sovereign tribes of the region, accountable 


         8  to -- to you, the people.  And that is very much a 


         9  purpose of the Act.   


        10            Kate -- Kate had the -- the two slides 


        11  that said what we do, one was the Fish and Wildlife 


        12  Program, one was the Power Plan.  This really is the 


        13  third and co-equal thing that we do is to engage all 


        14  of you in helping us craft the Fish and Wildlife 


        15  Program and -- and a plan that we can all be proud 


        16  of, be part of, and that genuinely serves our 


        17  interests, not just the interests of sort of the 


        18  professionals who -- who are paid to -- to make 


        19  these decisions.   


        20            So very important part of the role.  I 


        21  also want to before I turn to our first commenter, 


        22  extend special thanks to the Yakima Nation.  We are 


        23  on their homeland.  We are glad to have many of you 


        24  here, and we very much appreciate what you bring to 


        25  this table, too. �
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         1            Les, anything before we start? 


         2            MR. PURCE:  No, Mr. Chair.  Thank you all 


         3  for being here.  This is what our work is all about.  


         4  Thank you.    


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And our first commenter, is  


         6  -- is it Aileen Kane?   


         7            MS. KANE:  Aileen. 


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen Kane.   


         9            MS. KANE:  What do you call -- what -- 


        10  what name do you give a one-legged Irishman? 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Whatever name you tell us. 


        12            MS. KANE:  Whatever name she likes.   


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah.  Kane's not bad. 


        14            MS. KANE:  Okay.  Well, I have to begin 


        15  with the fact that I am -- my name is Aileen Kane, 


        16  I'm from Yakima, Washington.  Have lived here for 


        17  close to 30 years.  One of the nicest things about 


        18  Yakima and Washington -- thank you, sir -- is 


        19  salmon.  I love to eat salmon, and I love to cook 


        20  salmon, and my kids got sick of the stuff when they 


        21  were little.   


        22            But we need the salmon to be abundant.  


        23  They are a key species.  Everything that can be done 


        24  to help them, everything that can be done to keep 


        25  the process accountable to the stakeholders such as �
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         1  the Yakima Nation and their people needs to happen.  


         2  I'm not an expert on how it happens.  This is the 


         3  first time I've ever spoken in front of the body, 


         4  but it's important we're -- not only is it 


         5  important, it's important that it's done right.   


         6            And just basically salmon need to not only 


         7  be saved, they to be abundant.  They were abundant 


         8  before white people came up here, and they need to 


         9  be abundant again.  Thank you very much, have a good 


        10  evening. 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Aileen, can I ask you to 


        12  spell your name for the court reporter? 


        13            MS. KANE:  Yes.  A-I-L-E-E-N.  Kane, K-A-


        14  N-E. 


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank -- thank you so much 


        16  for being with us. 


        17            MS. KANE:  Thank you, too. 


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  There's a few people signed 


        19  up who are signed up on the list but not as 


        20  testifying.  If anybody changes their mind or gets 


        21  inspired to say anything, you -- we -- we can call 


        22  you up later, let me know.  But our next person who 


        23  is signed up to testify is a familiar sounding name, 


        24  Margie Van Cleve.    


        25            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Hi, there. �
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         1            MR. GOLDEN:  And -- and please do spell 


         2  your name for us. 


         3            MS. VAN CLEVE:  M-A-R-G-I-E, V-A-N C-L-E-


         4  V-E. 


         5            Hi, my name is Margie Van Cleve.  Thank 


         6  you for this opportunity to give testimony.  I live 


         7  here in Yakima County.  I'm a rate payer as well as 


         8  the conservation chair for the Washington chapter of 


         9  the Sierra Club.  I get my power from Pacific Power.    


        10            Salmon and steelhead recovery in the 


        11  Columbia and Snake River Basins are important to me, 


        12  which is why I support a very strong fish and 


        13  wildlife program.  The electric rates I pay are part 


        14  of the harm to the salmon and steelhead in the 


        15  Columbia and Snake River Basins.  So I also want 


        16  these rates to help mitigate that harm by making 


        17  investments in both the hydropower system and 


        18  prioritizing clean energy outside of the hydropower 


        19  system.   


        20            I want BPA and our utility companies to -- 


        21  to treat fish friendly power generation and 


        22  sustainable, abundant salmon and steelhead 


        23  populations equally.  The Council needs to achieve, 


        24  not just have a goal, of five million fish.  We've 


        25  had that goal for decades, and we're pretty far from �
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         1  achieving it.  I think we're further now than we 


         2  were when we started. 


         3            Towards that end, I urge you to adopt all 


         4  of the recommendations made by the state and tribal 


         5  fishery managers throughout the region whom the 


         6  Council must pay deference as required by the 


         7  Northwest Power Act.  Especially the following three 


         8  priorities.  I know you guys have heard this, and 


         9  you're going to hear it some more. 


        10            Elevated levels of spill through August 


        11  31st is a priority hydropower operations measure.  


        12  The wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that out 


        13  migrate through August make up a disproportionately 


        14  large share of wild adults that return to the 


        15  Columbia and Snake Rivers.  Increased spill is 


        16  necessary to protect the genetic diversity of these 


        17  wild and natural stocks and allow the generational 


        18  population growth that's necessary to recover 


        19  healthy and abundant fisheries. 


        20            We really need detailed and explicit 


        21  accountability measures especially linked to the 


        22  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to 


        23  achieve program goals with a whole of government 


        24  approach and to address all necessary hydropower 


        25  measures in the 9th Power Plan.  These must be �
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         1  detailed and explicit accountability measures that 


         2  are necessary due to BPA's failures both now and in 


         3  many years past regarding salmon and steelhead 


         4  recovery. 


         5            Please acknowledge the Lower Snake River 


         6  Dam removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026 


         7  Fish and Wildlife Program.  The inclusion of the dam 


         8  breached scenario with accompanying analysis must be 


         9  part of the 9th Power Plan.  Established science 


        10  clearly demonstrates that removing those four Lower 


        11  Snake River Dams is a necessary action to -- to 


        12  achieve the five million fish goal and will have the 


        13  single largest impact on the recovery of salmon and 


        14  steelhead stocks in the Columbia and Snake Rivers. 


        15            Thank you for your time and patience. 


        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Margie.    


        17            MS. VAN CLEVE:  Thank you. 


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And thanks to the Club for 


        19  all your'e doing.  Would you leave your written 


        20  comments with the court reporter? 


        21            MS. VAN CLEVE:  They're scribbly, but I 


        22  can do that. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  That's fine.  That -- that -- 


        24  that works. 


        25            THE REPORTER:  That's okay.  Thanks so �
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         1  much.   


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  She's used to it.   


         3            Suki Smaglik.  And in addition to spelling 


         4  your name, you can correct my mispronunciation 


         5  before you come up.   


         6            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh you pronounced it well, 


         7  but I will spell it for you.  And I forgot to grab 


         8  mine out of the printer, so I'm trying to do it from 


         9  the notes I just made here.  So, yeah, my name is 


        10  spelled S-U-K-I, S M A G L I K.  So Suki Smaglik. 


        11            I'm here to share why salmon recovery and 


        12  a strong fish and wildlife program matter to me.  I 


        13  live in Estes.  I moved here about nine years ago 


        14  from Wyoming.  I'm a rate payer and -- well, I'm a 


        15  taxpayer too, but a rate payer and utility customer 


        16  of Pacific Power.  I and many other rate payers in 


        17  our community want the Bonneville Power Authority 


        18  and our utility companies to prioritize fish 


        19  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant 


        20  salmon and steelhead populations. 


        21            So I have lived along the Snake River and 


        22  its tributaries for several decades.  From the 


        23  headwaters in Wyoming through Idaho Falls and now in 


        24  Yakima.  I'm an independent environmental educator 


        25  with over 40 years of experience, and this is always �
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         1  a subject presented in my classes. 


         2            As an earth scientist, I support 


         3  hydroelectric power, in other words, gravity power, 


         4  as a clean energy source next to that of wind and 


         5  solar energies.  However, in the hundred years that 


         6  we have been building these big dams in this 


         7  country, we've learned a lot.  And we've learned how 


         8  much we have damaged the environment with them. 


         9            So what I would like to see is some new 


        10  ideas, some new engineering, some new dams that can 


        11  provide us with power and not destroy the habitat 


        12  that they're placed in.  So there are a couple 


        13  things that happen when we haul back water that 


        14  happen in the riparian area of -- and change the 


        15  ecology of the river.   


        16            The increases in the amount of silt held 


        17  back increases the elevation of the reservoirs 


        18  therefore decreasing the oxygen flow and -- and 


        19  decreasing the temperature, and they decrease the 


        20  amount of new material that is essential for 


        21  downstream river health leading to less fish, less 


        22  wildlife habitat, and potentially more flood events.       


        23            These dams also serve as a barrier to fish 


        24  and wildlife migration and in some cases destroy the 


        25  fish and the wildlife trying to navigate through �
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         1  that dam environment.  It's time to take a look for 


         2  new technological and -- excuse me, and engineering 


         3  solutions to the damage caused by large river dams 


         4  and hydroelectric plans, to find a way to generate 


         5  clean energy while maintaining healthy habitats and 


         6  cultural life of the rivers. 


         7            To achieve the Council's five million fish 


         8  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations 


         9  by the state and tribal fishery managers in the 


        10  region.  Use the science.  To whom the Council must 


        11  pay deference to requiring -- required by the 


        12  Northwest Power Act including the three priorities.  


        13  And, yes, you've heard these before, but they're 


        14  important to get in the record as many times as 


        15  possible. 


        16            Keep the elevated levels of the spill 


        17  through August 31st as a priority and hydropower 


        18  operations.  Wild juvenile salmon and steelhead that 


        19  out migrate throughout August make up a 


        20  disproportionately large share of the wild adults 


        21  that return to the Columbia and Snake Rivers.  


        22  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic 


        23  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the 


        24  generational population growth that is necessary to 


        25  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  Detailed �
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         1  and explicit -- 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  30 seconds, Suki.  Sorry. 


         3            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh that's it?  Okay. 


         4            MR. GOLDEN:  No.  No.  30 seconds.       


         5            MS. SMAGLIK:  Oh, okay.  Detailed and 


         6  explicit accountability measures especially linked 


         7  to the BPA responsible to achieve the program goals 


         8  and acknowledge the Lower Snake River Dam removal as 


         9  a necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and 


        10  Wildlife Program include an analysis of breached 


        11  dams scenario and in the 9th Power Plan. 


        12            And thank you very much for us being 


        13  allowed to speak out. 


        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, Suki.  You 


        15  can just leave your phone with the court reporter. 


        16            MS. SMAGLIK:  Yeah, right.  I submitted 


        17  this online, so we're good.     


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Susan Fleming is up next.   


        19            MS. FLEMING:  Oh.  I'm Susan Fleming, but 


        20  I didn't sign up. 


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, I see.  Not to testify.  


        22  Let me know if you change your mind. 


        23            Another Van Cleve, David Van Cleve. 


        24            MR. VAN CLEVE:  Hello.  My name's David 


        25  Van Cleve, and I live in Selah.  My -- my public �
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         1  utility is Pacific Power.  I'm a -- I outdoor -- 


         2  lifelong outdoor recreationist and canoeist.  When I 


         3  came to Pacific Northwest almost 35 years ago, first 


         4  river I ran had hundreds of salmon every day.  


         5  Hundreds.  I mean, all day.  I could spend all day 


         6  looking at fish.   


         7            Now, I haven't been able to do that again 


         8  ever.  I remember that day fondly, it's burned into 


         9  my memory.  I -- therefore, I care about salmon and 


        10  all actions necessary to recover the fish.  And I 


        11  want BPA and utilities to prioritize fish-friendly 


        12  power to get abundant salmon.  I trust the state and 


        13  tribal fishery managers more than the federal 


        14  process which tends to sacrifice fish for power. 


        15            These managers -- these managers, the 


        16  tribal and state fishery managers, say that 


        17  significant spill is needed to continue until August 


        18  31st.  The spills are needed to preserve the genetic 


        19  diversity of the fish.  The -- it doesn't make sense 


        20  to not plan for removal of the Snake River Dams.  


        21  We've been -- the six sovereigns have been working 


        22  on removing the Snake River Dams for 35 year -- plus 


        23  years.  The Sierra Club has been working on it for 


        24  35 plus years.      


        25            This administration totally reversed �
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         1  themselves.  The next administration is going to 


         2  reverse it again, and you should get ahead of the 


         3  process and plan for it.  And the power from the 


         4  Snake River Dams can easily be replaced by solar, 


         5  wind, and energy efficiency.  I built my house 26 


         6  years ago.  I'm an engineer and energy nerd.  I've 


         7  reduced my power usage by half in 26 years.  22,000 


         8  kilowatt hours per year to 12,000 kilowatt hours per 


         9  year.           


        10            Every time I replace an appliance, my 


        11  energy use goes down.  The list thing I did was put 


        12  a hybrid heat pump in it and it saved me 2,000 


        13  kilowatt hours per year, and it didn't even cost me 


        14  anymore.  Pacific Power gave me a rebate that made 


        15  it equal.  So you need to plan for the removal of 


        16  the Snake River Dams.  


        17            I urge you prioritize the recovery of fish 


        18  in this plan.  We need to have a choice or have an 


        19  alternative.  Please choose the alternative that is 


        20  best for fish. 


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  David, thank so much.  Could 


        22  you spell your name and -- for the court reporter? 


        23            MR. VAN CLEVE:  David, D-A-V-I-D, V-A-N C 


        24  L E V E. 


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  And if you would leave those �
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         1  notes too that'd be great. 


         2            Thanks so much.  And I missed John Littel.  


         3  How could I do that?  Good evening, John. 


         4            MR. LITTEL:  My name is John Littel.  J-O-


         5  H-N, L I T T E L.   


         6            Good evening.  My name's John Littel.  I'm 


         7  a resident of Ellensburg in Kittitas County and I'm 


         8  here to share why salmon recovery and strong fish 


         9  and wildlife program matter to me.  I'm a rate payer 


        10  and I get my power from Puget Sound Energy, and I 


        11  want BPA and our utilities to prioritize fish 


        12  friendly power generation and sustainable, abundant 


        13  salmon and steelhead populations. 


        14            I love alongside the Yakima River, and I'm 


        15  a river rafter and fisherman.  I'm also a volunteer 


        16  in the river restoration work happening on the 


        17  Teanaway River, a tributary of the Yakima in the 


        18  upper Kittitas County.  Working alongside dedicated 


        19  people from the Yakima Nation, Washington State Fish 


        20  and Wildlife, and the mid-Columbia fisheries 


        21  enhancement group, I have learned how simple, 


        22  concrete strategies like building large, log traffic 


        23  structures and beaver dam analogues help to recharge 


        24  the floodplain, and grade new gravel bins, and 


        25  create new channels for the river. �
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         1            Of consequence then is recovered and 


         2  expanded salmon and bull trout habitat and newly 


         3  established cottonwood riparian zone landscapes in 


         4  the floodplain.  It's remarkable landscape changing 


         5  work, and I encourage you to visit the Teanaway and 


         6  see it for yourselves.  The Teanaway along with Gold 


         7  Creek, the Kachess River, and the Cle Elum River are 


         8  the headwaters of the majestic Yaikma River, itself 


         9  a tributary of the Columbia. 


        10            And right now, just a short distance 


        11  downriver from where we are meeting tonight at the 


        12  confluence of the Yakima and the Columbia, a 


        13  historic restoration project is nearing completion.  


        14  The deconstruction of the Bateman Island Causeway 


        15  freeing a major channel in the Columbia and 


        16  restoring a significant piece of salmon habitat.   


        17            So it's especially important today that 


        18  we're meeting to advocate for the adoption of your 


        19  new Fish and Wildlife Plan.  To achieve the 


        20  Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to 


        21  adopt all of the recommendations by the state tribal 


        22  fisheries managers throughout the region including 


        23  the following three priorities:   


        24            One, elevated levels of spill through 


        25  August 31 as a priority hydropower operations �
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         1  measure.  Increased spill is necessary to protect 


         2  the genetic diversity of wild and natural stocks 


         3  that allow generational population growth that is 


         4  necessary to recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  


         5            Two, detailed and explicit accountability 


         6  measures, especially linked to BPA's responsibility 


         7  to achieve program goals.  And three, acknowledge 


         8  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary measure 


         9  in the final '26 Fish and Wildlife Program and 


        10  include an analysis of dam breached scenarios in the 


        11  9th Power Plan. 


        12            Removing the Lower Snake River Dams will 


        13  have the single largest impact on the recovery of 


        14  salmon and steelhead stocks in the Columbia and 


        15  Snake Rivers.  Thank you. 


        16            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, John.  It's 


        17  great to see you. 


        18            MR. LITTEL:  You too.     


        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Josh Lozano is it? 


        20            I'm sorry.  Just one second.  What's your 


        21  name? 


        22            MS. COLFAX:  Yvonne.  You want -- I'll go 


        23  first. 


        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Okay.  Yvonne, you're up.  


        25            MS. COLFAX:  Good evening.  My name's �
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         1  Yvonne Colfax.  Y-V-O-N-N-E, C-O-L-F-A-X.  I'm a 


         2  member of Yakima Nation.  I'm a treaty fisherman and 


         3  a rate payer.  I was born in Dalles Oregon, lived in 


         4  Celilo Village.  It is always called my home.  And 


         5  the child was able to see the ancient fishing falls 


         6  where the fish traveled to. 


         7            I'll remember the people's faces that 


         8  fished and lived in Celilo.  I'll remember the roar 


         9  of Celilo Falls and the echoes of the water.  I'll 


        10  remember the mist, the sweet smell of vegetation 


        11  that the water helped grow.  At night, it was a 


        12  sight to see a number of bats flying around.  All 


        13  this is a memory.  It's all gone today. 


        14            We as Indian people thrive by our 


        15  religion, religious beliefs, customs, and culture.  


        16  As a people, we still rely on nature to provide all 


        17  we need.  We are fortunate that our ancestors 


        18  reserved our rights to fish, hunt, gather, and raise 


        19  our animals.  Our way of life and our paths are not 


        20  told very well in history.  In fact, we were deemed 


        21  as Indian problems by the federal government and 


        22  others.  


        23            We were portrayed as less than human who 


        24  got in the way of progress all across the country.  


        25  Indian removal came in many forms to make way for �
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         1  progress, removal being the worst of all.  Another 


         2  way was to take away our food source, being the 


         3  salmon and wildlife we depend on.  If one studies 


         4  the history, the creation of the Northwest Power 


         5  Act, there is no description of the Indian in there 


         6  except the need to flood Celilo Falls.  It's a 


         7  history of formation and the establishment of PUD 


         8  and co-ops. 


         9            Our water was seen as profitable, and the 


        10  water needed to be tamed and controlled.  Our river 


        11  has made politicians, developers, financiers, 


        12  businessmen millionaires off the Pacific Northwest 


        13  resources.  We as people have thrived and are still 


        14  here and we have nothing left.  Our water is scarce 


        15  as well as the fish and wildlife.  We depend on 


        16  nature for us to thrive.   


        17            I can never abandon the Columbia River, 


        18  because all my ancestors are buried along the river 


        19  and under the waters.  I'm going to review the 


        20  Draft.  I'm here today just to give a general 


        21  comment, but I want to look at the Draft document as 


        22  I find that the English language has many meanings, 


        23  and they can be interpreted in many ways, and I 


        24  somehow just don't trust things.   


        25            And I'd like to say thank you for hearing �
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         1  my comments.  Thank you. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for all of your 


         3  powerful words.   


         4            Josh Lozano, Benton REA.  Thanks for being 


         5  with us, Josh. 


         6            MR. LOZANO:  That's going to be a tough 


         7  act to follow.  Josh Lozano, J-O-S-H, L-O-Z-A-N-O. 


         8            Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, members of 


         9  the committee, my name is Josh Lozano.  I serve as 


        10  the Director of Energy Policy for Benton REA.  We're 


        11  an electric co op, we're a nonprofit.  We've got 


        12  about 12,000 members, many of those here in Yakima 


        13  County.  We used to serve the Yakima Reservation as 


        14  well, and we sold that part of the service territory 


        15  to Yakima Power years ago.  And so we recognize and 


        16  appreciate serving the tribal nations.   


        17            As a consumer owned electric co-op, I 


        18  think we provide a little bit of a unique 


        19  perspective on this particular matter.  We get about 


        20  60 percent of our power from hydro in the State of 


        21  Washington.  Benton REA, our -- our fuel mix is 80 


        22  percent to 85 percent hydro.  And so we value that 


        23  resource very much. 


        24            And as power public entities through the 


        25  rates we pay to the Bonneville Power Administration, �
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         1  those rates also go for fish mitigation.  So 60 


         2  cents of every dollar that -- that we bring in 


         3  through power revenues is used for purchasing power, 


         4  transmission services.  And 16 cents of every dollar 


         5  that Bonneville spends goes towards fish mitigation, 


         6  fish ladders, fish friendly turbines, trucking 


         7  salmon from one dam to the next.   


         8            And so -- and I've seen firsthand some of 


         9  the research that has gone into fish mitigation 


        10  practices, U.S. tax dollars through the Department 


        11  of Energy.  And science there says that about 90 to 


        12  95 percent fish survivability from one dam to the 


        13  next.  And so I recognize that you have a challenge 


        14  ahead of you, and it's that balance of this 


        15  biological, important work, but balancing the 


        16  affordability and power in the State of Washington.  


        17  The reliability of power in the State of Washington. 


        18            And so I would caution against prematurely 


        19  looking at the removal or breaching of the Lower 


        20  Snake River Dams.  You're talking about 1,000 


        21  average megawatts of power that we get from those 


        22  facilities.  3,000 megawatts in capacity that we 


        23  need in the winter and in the summer.  And so we 


        24  should be very cautious about studying breaching 


        25  prematurely.   �
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         1            And so I appreciate the work that you've 


         2  done and -- and I would just offer that from -- from 


         3  a -- a customer of Bonneville who utilizes that 


         4  resource fairly heavily.  Energy reliability remains 


         5  a core public interest for rural communities, for 


         6  our families, for our farmers, for our businesses, 


         7  they depend on power from the Columbia River power 


         8  system, and in -- as an electric co-op, it is our 


         9  job to make sure the we provide that power in a way 


        10  that is reliable and affordable and clean.   


        11            The State of Washington has a mandate to 


        12  be 100 percent clean by 2045, and so evaluating 


        13  taking megawatts out of the system that are clean 


        14  energy megawatts puts us in jeopardy of not meeting 


        15  our climate -- Clean Energy Transformation Act 


        16  commitment of being 100 percent clean.  And so again 


        17  I would caution about looking at anything that we do 


        18  that would remove megawatts from the system.  And, 


        19  again, I recognize that there has to be a balance, 


        20  and part of that balance is the -- the dollars that 


        21  public power puts into fish mitigation. 


        22            And so I would encourage the Council as 


        23  well to evaluate future recommendations with a 


        24  comprehensive system wide context in mind looking at 


        25  all external drivers such as ocean conditions, �
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         1  predation, and harvest levels.  Recognizing both the 


         2  progress that has been made and the multiple 


         3  influence -- influence and factors that are 


         4  involved. 


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  And 30 seconds, Josh.   


         6            MR. LOZANO:  Thank you.  I appreciate -- 


         7  appreciate the time.  Thank you.   


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.  Thanks for turning 


         9  out, Josh.   


        10            THE REPORTER:  Can I get that statement 


        11  from you?  And then Yvonne, can I get that statement 


        12  from you too, please? 


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Larry Pryor. 


        14            THE REPORTER:  Hold on just one moment.   


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome, Larry. 


        16            MR. PRYOR:  Thank you.  Hi.  My name's 


        17  Larry Pryor.  I live here in Yakima, Washington.  I 


        18  wear a number of different hats.  Today I want to 


        19  briefly to an introduction of a new system we have 


        20  that's pertinent to the long term planning.  I want 


        21  to speak as a recreational fisherman and as an 


        22  advocate. 


        23            First, briefly I can only but a few 


        24  minutes, we've been developing a prototype 


        25  independent hatchery system that has applications �
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         1  for a number of your different partners, whether it 


         2  tribal.  The second thing I want to talk about is 


         3  NGO and that I don't have enough time to really 


         4  introduce it, but it -- but it is pretty 


         5  substantial.   


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Do give it to us in written 


         7  comments. 


         8            MR. PRYOR:  Right.  And that -- you can 


         9  look at it at nwf.fish.   


        10            Secondly, I want to talk about most -- so 


        11  I want to compliment the Northwest Power Council 


        12  over the years of your -- your efforts in fisheries.  


        13  That's mostly what I want to speak on is fisheries.  


        14  I -- and that are your partners here, a lot of 


        15  Yakima tribes, Nec Perce tribes, and that I get 


        16  around to a number of different hatcheries 


        17  throughout through my learning curve.   


        18            One of the things I'm going to comment on 


        19  here quickly is when I get into tribal hatcheries, I 


        20  will ask -- I have a number of different key 


        21  questions.  One of the questions I ask is what are 


        22  your terms, goals.  When I get into tribal 


        23  hatcheries like Yakima, Nec Perce, I get clear, 


        24  distinct answers in that as a matter of fact, 


        25  everything -- if I had to comment, everything that �
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         1  they do is about managing towards adult returns.  I 


         2  get into other state and federal hatcheries and 


         3  utility hatcheries, and I get a blank look that we 


         4  only -- but the answer is, well, we produce X amount 


         5  of fish, not towards adult returns.   


         6            One of my comments in reviewing your 


         7  Draft, you have set long-term standards of SARs that 


         8  you -- the 2 to 6 percent goals that you promote 


         9  with.  However, a number -- one of the things 


        10  looking through the Draft is is that you talk about 


        11  a lot of other not partners but other participants 


        12  in the Columbia River fisheries.  They don't hold 


        13  those same standards and that that needs to change, 


        14  you know, that -- that their standard is a 


        15  production model and not an adult return model, and 


        16  that that standard needs to change. 


        17            Lastly, I'm -- I'm a advocate.  I'm a pain 


        18  in the butt, but I -- I fish over on the Cowlitz 


        19  River which is a mitigated hatchery from Tacoma 


        20  Power, and that -- while it's in the lower basin 


        21  below Bonneville, it still contributes to the lower 


        22  river fisheries.  I'll tell you that their SARs are 


        23  terrible, and when I talk to them, and just 


        24  yesterday, I was bringing this up, if the Northwest 


        25  Power -- at their FDC meeting that the Northwest �
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         1  Power Council has long-term sets of standards of 2 


         2  to 6 percent SARs, why aren't you doing that, why 


         3  aren't you defining success that way, and why aren't 


         4  you setting those goals.   


         5            They will tell me time after time again 


         6  that -- we just have to meet our -- for licensure 


         7  settlement agreement.  My point in this is that you 


         8  have leverage over groups like that.  It's not just 


         9  Tacoma Power, but it is other utilities that are up 


        10  and down the Columbia River.  Tacoma Power purchases 


        11  70 percent of their power that they resell to their 


        12  -- their rate payers, while the Cowlitz is probably 


        13  mostly paid for by their fisheries -- their -- their 


        14  -- their dams and the power generated there.   


        15            But -- but they're still buying 70 percent 


        16  power from Bonneville Power.  Why aren't they held 


        17  to the same standard that you are holding yourself 


        18  to?  You have that leverage here about saying, no, 


        19  wait a minute here.  And the same with the other 


        20  utilities here.  Those -- you know, getting those 


        21  folks to change to an adult return goal here and 


        22  setting the standards what yours -- you've been 


        23  setting for long-term of 2 to 6 percent SARs.  


        24            So their -- their SAR goals should be 


        25  substantially higher, the same that your tribal �
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         1  members are beating and exceeded. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Time's -- time's up there 


         3  Larry.  You -- 


         4            MR. PRYOR:  Funding -- funding for NGOs is 


         5  one thing I didn't get the chance to touch on.  Non 


         6  -- non governmental organizations, that's why that 


         7  primarily have been doing habitat, but there are a 


         8  number of people that want to do supplementation 


         9  programs, but funding is always an issue for that.  


        10  There used to be quite a few of them around.  They 


        11  have vanished, but there are some that want to come 


        12  back and do programs, and we'd like to do one here 


        13  in the future here with a similar program here on 


        14  the Yakima, but that's in the future.  Thanks.  


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you, Larry, for sharing 


        16  your expertise.  Please do give us the rest in 


        17  written comments.   


        18            And next up is Matt Fairbank.  And that 


        19  will be followed by Michael Barrow. 


        20            Welcome, Matt.  


        21            MR. FAIRBANK:  Thank you.  Thank you for 


        22  the opportunity to give public testimony.  It's 


        23  great to be -- 


        24            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us. 


        25            MR. FAIRBANK:  Matt, M-A-T-T, F-A-I-R-B-A-�
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         1  N-K. 


         2            So I'm Matt Fairbank, I live here in 


         3  Yakima, and I'm a Sierra Club member.  I am a rate 


         4  payer with Pacific Power, and I support salmon 


         5  recovery.  The U.S. Federal Government and states 


         6  have important obligations to protect and boost 


         7  salmon runs to keep salmon available for native 


         8  fisheries and forest health.  The vehicle for the 


         9  obligations to be met include the Northwest Power 


        10  and Conservation Council.   


        11            The nutrients on our ocean only make it 


        12  back -- only make their way back to our forest 


        13  through salmon bodies which feed the animals and 


        14  plants that keep our forests strong and diverse.  


        15  Having rivers that support salmon and steelhead are 


        16  essential to keeping this viable, natural resource 


        17  and tasty dinner option vibrant and plentiful.   


        18            Great successes with removal of dams in 


        19  the Northwest, the -- along the Elwha, White Salmon 


        20  River, and Klamath Rivers, and habitat recovery with 


        21  -- such as wood fiestas in our local creeks, the Cle 


        22  Elum River helix outflow tower, the Tieton River 


        23  site channel building that just took place last 


        24  spring, culvert removal, and beaver encouragement 


        25  are -- and so many efforts are great steps to that �
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         1  recovery effort. 


         2            But the work that you do with the Council 


         3  is essential, and I really strongly encourage you to 


         4  keep that five million salmon return goal, keep the 


         5  water flowing at the higher rates needed for the 


         6  outflowing juvenile salmon until August 31st, 


         7  following the -- and the recommendations of state 


         8  and tribal fisheries are really important to making 


         9  that salmon recovery possible.   


        10            Thank you for the opportunity to speak 


        11  today.  


        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for coming 


        13  out, Matt. 


        14            And next up's Michael Barrow.  Welcome, 


        15  Michael.  Please spell your name for us.  


        16            MR. BARROW:  Sure.  It's Michael Barrow.  


        17  That's B as in boy, A-R-R-O-W.  And I'm from 


        18  Ellensburg.  I'm with the Center for Transboundary 


        19  Marine Resource Management.  And I'm here to talk 


        20  about and bring attention to the fact that there's 


        21  some major omissions in your plan, and that has to 


        22  do with offshore takings of salmon, at-sea takings 


        23  of salmon. 


        24            The king salmon, steelhead, Chum salmon 


        25  from this system all migrate into the Russian zone.  �
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         1  They migrate -- the kings go up the coast through 


         2  Alaska, and then to Russia.  The steelheads go 


         3  straight across to Northern Japan and work their way 


         4  back and as well as the Chums, they're the longest 


         5  migrating salmon in the world.  They go straight 


         6  across and Northern Japan, Kimchaek, then come 


         7  around.   


         8            In that migration, they're very vulnerable 


         9  to being taken by at-sea trawlers, specifically 


        10  Russian trawlers.  And even though we have 


        11  anadromous agreements with them that -- anadromous 


        12  fish agreements, currently since the war in Ukraine, 


        13  they have not been compliant with those.  We have no 


        14  transparency, we have no enforcement.  Major 


        15  takings.  We have major leakage of these valuable 


        16  resources.   


        17            And but there will be a solution.  The 


        18  solution when the war in Ukraine is ended, we can 


        19  negotiate with the Russians to go back so we can 


        20  protect our fish.  We have incentives.  They want 


        21  our market, we have leverage to get them compliant 


        22  to protect our fish.  I would urge you to 


        23  participate in that process.  We work -- we're 


        24  working with the White House, the Department of 


        25  State, Department of Commerce, and Congress to put �
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         1  this issue on the table to -- to say, hey, we have 


         2  to protect our salmon.   


         3            Eventually, we're looking at potentially 


         4  co management with the Russians on these 


         5  transboundary fish.  There is a precedent for that 


         6  currently.  That's with the Norwegians.  They co-


         7  manage with the Russians on cod that go from Norway 


         8  to the Whtie Sea.  We have a lot more species that 


         9  we have to co-manage with them.   


        10            But, we    there is major leakage and loss 


        11  going on because of this, from this system, and I 


        12  would urge you to start participating in that 


        13  process and protecting your fish at sea.  Thank you 


        14  very much.           


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much for joining 


        16  us, Michael.  Much appreciated. 


        17            MR. BARROW:  You bet.  


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  And Leland Bill is with us I 


        19  think.  Thanks, Leland.     


        20            MR. BILL:  Hello, can -- can you hear me?   


        21            Sorry.  Thank you for this time, Power 


        22  Council.   


        23            Hello, my name is Leland H. Bill, and I am 


        24  an enrolled member of the Yakima Nation.  I 


        25  currently reside in Harrah, which is in the heart of �
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         1  our reservation.  I lived, fished along the Columbia 


         2  River for 11 years.  I am an energy rate payer to 


         3  Pacific Power.  I'm trying to get into Yakima Power 


         4  as the Benton REA guy said.    


         5            Interested in having healthy and abundant 


         6  salmon and steelhead populations in the Columbia and 


         7  Yakima Basins.  I currently serve as our Yakima 


         8  Nation General Council Chairman for the people.  I 


         9  understand that it may increase our electricity 


        10  rates.  I understand that Pacific Northwest is lower 


        11  than the rest of the country, and we do not do 


        12  enough for the salmon. 


        13            I believe Yakima Nation and this Power 


        14  Council have been working together for years on 


        15  healthy and abundant salmon runs in the Columbia and 


        16  Yakima Basins.  Our Yakima Nations fishery programs 


        17  have developed some of our hatcheries and natural 


        18  habitat projects for years.  Our council works on 


        19  funding for these projects to happen, and we are in 


        20  agreement in many local agencies restoring the fish 


        21  for better returns. 


        22            This plan is not only a benefit to us as a 


        23  nation.  It also benefits the state too.  I am here 


        24  to support the Northwest Power and Conservation 


        25  Council as a deeply concerned member of Yakima �
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         1  Nation hoping that the Northwest Power and 


         2  Conservation Council adopts a final 2026 Fish and 


         3  Wildlife Program that includes the full range of 


         4  robust, actionable, and accountable measures 


         5  necessary to achieve the Council's legal obligation 


         6  of five million fish returning to the Columbia River 


         7  in the next five to ten years and make an account -- 


         8  actionable progress for rebuilding salmon and 


         9  steelhead stocks. 


        10            It is my hope that the Yakima Nation and 


        11  the Northwest Power Council -- or Conservation 


        12  Council continue to support the fish managers' 


        13  comprehensive recommendations to help achieve this 


        14  goal of five million salmon returned to Columbia 


        15  River.  I hope they both keep the inclusion of all 


        16  of the state and tribal recommendations in the final 


        17  program. 


        18            I thank you for hearing me on this matter, 


        19  and however I can assist you, please reach out.  


        20  Thank you for your time.   


        21            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much for being 


        22  with us.  It's an easy name to spell, but would you 


        23  spell for her?  Oh, okay, is it on there?  Go ahead. 


        24            MR. BILL:  It's -- it's on there. 


        25            THE REPORTER:  I'm typing it.  �



                                                              45 



         1            MR. BILL:  Thank you.  


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much. 


         3            And that brings us to Urban Eberhart.  


         4  Unclear whether you wanted to testify.  Welcome. 


         5            MR. EBERHART:  I always bring a stopwatch.   


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  The conscious commentor. 


         7            MR. EBERHART:  Thank you.  My name is 


         8  Urban Eberhart.  That's, U-R-B-A-N, E-B-E-R-H-A-R-T.  


         9  I manage the Kittitas Reclamation District in the 


        10  upper Yakima Basin.  Thank you all for making the 


        11  trip here to the Yakima Basin which was historically 


        12  the second largest contributor of salmon and 


        13  steelhead to the Columbia River system annually just 


        14  behind the Snake River system. 


        15            I have been working on water issues here 


        16  in the Yakima Basin for more than the past 40 years.  


        17  Tom Clune from BPA, way back then we were working 


        18  with him.  We first were -- we passed our Yakima 


        19  River Basin Water Enhancement Project Act in 1979, 


        20  and the very first thing we did was go in and 


        21  rebuild the major fish screens on the main stem of 


        22  the Yakima in close partnership with the -- with BPA 


        23  then under the Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        24            Then -- that was phase one, and phase two, 


        25  under the same program, this program, previous �
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         1  versions, we were able to screen the smaller 


         2  diversions throughout the Yakima Basin and have done 


         3  really tremendous things together with our 


         4  partnerships with multiple federal agencies, also 


         5  BPA and state agencies, the tribes, local 


         6  governments, and NGOs, irrigation districts.  You 


         7  know, it's -- it's a really broad group, and we're 


         8  all working together here. 


         9            And this Fish and Wildlife Program is a -- 


        10  is -- has been and continues -- is and continues to 


        11  be a key part of it.  The great work that was done 


        12  in Manastash with BPA assistance through the Power 


        13  Council and multiple different tributaries.  We are 


        14  now working to achieve the goals of a healthy 


        15  ecosystem and a healthy economy into the next 


        16  hundreds of years for those folks that were from 


        17  before, those of us that are here now, and those 


        18  that are in the future. 


        19            So we have irrigation districts, tribes, 


        20  fisheries, agencies, everybody working together, and 


        21  this program has and will continue to help us do it.  


        22  I -- our    we were also -- we're part of the 


        23  Columbia Basin collaborative process which is now 


        24  the Columbia Basin partnership process, and we 


        25  really appreciate you including the collaborative �
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         1  goals in this.  That is really what we're doing here 


         2  in the Yakima Basin, and many of us are trying to do 


         3  throughout the Columbia River Basin together. 


         4            So thank you for being here, and many 


         5  pieces of this draft will be able to help us 


         6  continue to succeed into the future.  So thank you 


         7  very much.  Good to meet you.    


         8            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you very much.  And 


         9  thanks for your great work.   


        10            MR. EBERHART:  Oh, and my timer.  


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh, yeah.   


        12            MR. EBERHART:  Ha.  Axed the timer.   


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Athena Tambarillo.  Here, 


        14  right?  Athena, are you with us?  Hi.  Welcome, 


        15  Athena.  


        16            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you. 


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Spell your name for us, 


        18  please.   


        19            MS. TAMBANILLO:  My name is Athena 


        20  Tambarillo.  That's A-T-H-E-N-A, T-A-M-B-A-N-I-L-L-


        21  O.  This doesn't go down?  Maybe?  It's fine. 


        22            Hi.  So I'm here -- I wanted to represent 


        23  a youthful perspective.  Sorry, I feel a little bit 


        24  underprepared.   


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  No, not at all. �
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         1            MS. TAMBARNILLO:  Thank you.   


         2            So I'm here with Yakima Valley Colleges 


         3  Climate Club.  I'm a second-year student.  Yeah.  I 


         4  thought it was important to be here, because I 


         5  wanted to represent my generation.  Yeah.  So my 


         6  generation think it's really important to have our 


         7  voices heard that -- to -- sorry -- to protect our 


         8  native wildlife populations to make all the right 


         9  decisions now so I won't be here again in 30 years 


        10  advocating for the same thing. 


        11            And I also think it's important to be 


        12  here, because I'm studying to be an environmental 


        13  engineer right now, so I'm really interested in the 


        14  -- in areas concerning renewable energy and also 


        15  protecting our wildlife populations.  So I feel a 


        16  little under -- under prepared.  I'm not as well 


        17  researched about this stuff.   


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  No worries. 


        19            MR. PURCE:  You're doing great.      


        20            MS. TAMBANILLO:  Thank you.  But yeah, I 


        21  wanted to be here to say it's important to listen to 


        22  the scientists now, to listen to the researchers 


        23  now, to all the teachers, all the people who are 


        24  well-read on -- on all these topics that -- yeah.  


        25  They're -- that -- but, yeah, we have the ability to �
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         1  provide affordable hydroelectric power now and we 


         2  also have the ability to protect our -- our wildlife 


         3  populations, our salmon populations.   


         4            So yeah.  I just wanted to be here to say 


         5  to make the right decisions now that I don't want to 


         6  be here again in -- later on in my career advocating 


         7  for these populations and be like, wow, I was there 


         8  10 years ago and when were trying to protect -- 


         9  protect the salmon.  So please listen to them and 


        10  reaching our goal of five million salmon.  So thank 


        11  you for your time. 


        12            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        13            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you for being with us, 


        14  Athena.  I hope you are here 30 years from now with 


        15  lots of -- with lots of victories to celebrate. 


        16            MR. PURCE:  Yes. 


        17            MS. TAMBARILLO:  Thanks.  


        18            MR. GOLDEN:  Your generation is well-


        19  represented.  Thanks so much. 


        20            And AJ Cooper is next.  And then AJ will 


        21  be followed by Kana -- 


        22            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina.  Sorry. 


        23            MR. GOLDEN:  Columbia?   


        24            MS. SOLORIO:  Karina. 


        25            MR. GOLDEN:  Karina.  Got it.   �
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         1            Welcome, AJ. 


         2            MS. COOPER:  Thank you.  My name is AJ 


         3  Cooper.   


         4            MR. GOLDEN:  And spell your name. 


         5            MS. COOPER:  And it -- A-J, C-O-O-P-E-R. 


         6            MR. GOLDEN:  Great.  Thank you. 


         7            MS. COOPER:  So I moved here in 2012 to 


         8  Washington State, and I was very excited to be 


         9  moving to the Pacific Northwest just because of all 


        10  of what it has to offer, the hiking, the kayaking, 


        11  the oceans, the -- the -- you know, the Puget Sound, 


        12  you know, the streams, the desert.  You know, there 


        13  -- we have so many different climates, and so many 


        14  different environments here. 


        15            And so to me, protecting these 


        16  environments is very important, and I care about 


        17  salmon and support the actions necessary to recover 


        18  them.  So I do want Bonneville Power Administration 


        19  and our utility companies, my utility company is 


        20  Pacific Power, to prioritize fish-friendly 


        21  generations -- or power generation.   


        22            So the spill -- you know, increasing the 


        23  spill all the way until August 31st, you've heard 


        24  all of the reasons for that.  I'm also here to talk 


        25  about removing the Lower -- the four Lower Snake �
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         1  Dams.  You know, we hear hydropower described as 


         2  clean energy.  It is a lower carbon emission, but it 


         3  does not necessarily mean that it is environmentally 


         4  friendly.  It does have a negative impact on our 


         5  salmon populations and other populations like the 


         6  lamprey eels.   


         7            And as you know, the salmon are a keystone 


         8  species.  So they are not only an important food 


         9  source to people or orcas, but they also provide 


        10  nutrients to lands and to our    to our forests with 


        11  the nutrients that they bring back from the oceans.  


        12  And we are in an area -- era right now where we are 


        13  losing -- you know, losing species at an alarming 


        14  rate. 


        15            You know, we have warming of our rivers, 


        16  warming of our oceans.  So I feel like we should 


        17  give the salmon a fighting chance.  And when they 


        18  have these barriers in their way, I do feel we need 


        19  to be removing those barriers.  And maybe kind of 


        20  changing our mindset, you know?  Our dams were built 


        21  at a time where it felt like our -- our idea -- our 


        22  ideology was a little more about dominating nature.  


        23  Maybe changing our mindset so that we're not 


        24  dominating nature -- mother nature, but we're 


        25  actually working with mother nature.   �
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         1            And I know that -- understand that this is 


         2  going to be an easy task removing these dams.  You 


         3  know, that is going to take into consideration, you 


         4  know, the -- what they do offer, you know?  But I 


         5  would like to see investments in -- you know, we've 


         6  done studies, we know that they impact the salmon.  


         7  But also -- but I'd like to see investments in maybe 


         8  changing our power from more environmentally 


         9  friendly higher -- hydropower or maybe supplementing 


        10  with solar or wind or maybe other types of energies 


        11  that we invest in, discovering along the way.   


        12            You know, and of course finding those 


        13  differences for, you know, the replacement for the 


        14  irrigation and of course the traveling for our 


        15  products down the river.  But, you know, salmon, 


        16  they are important to us, especially here in the 


        17  Pacific Northwest.  We have a very special place 


        18  here and I would like to keep it.  Thank you. 


        19            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks so much, AJ. 


        20            Okay, Karina.  I'm not even going to try 


        21  on the last name.  Please enlighten us and spell it 


        22  for us.  Welcome. 


        23            MS. SOLORIO:  Sorry.  My handwriting's 


        24  bad.  Hi.  I'm Karina, K-A-R-I-N-A.  Solorio, S-O-L-


        25  O-R-I-O.  So I'm here as a community member of �
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         1  Yakima, a taxpayer, and a Northwest Energy customer.  


         2  I'm also an environmental justice organizer with the 


         3  Washington Conservation Action, and I'm also 


         4  pescatarian, so I rely a lot on fish to -- for my 


         5  nutrients. 


         6            And I'm -- have just a very short 


         7  statement to make.  I'm here on behalf of our salmon 


         8  and our steelhead population.  This is important not 


         9  just for the wellbeing of our fish and wildlife, but 


        10  also to honor what the salmon mean to our native 


        11  community.  I urge the Northwest Pacific    the 


        12  Northwest Power and Conservation Council to adopt 


        13  all the recommendations from the state and most 


        14  importantly from tribal fish managers throughout our 


        15  region.   


        16            These demands which you've heard already 


        17  include elevated levels of spill through August 31st 


        18  as a priority measure to help protect migrating 


        19  juvenile salmon and steelhead.  Include explicit 


        20  accountability measures for achieving program goals, 


        21  especially with regards to ensuring Bonneville Power 


        22  Administration.  And lastly, to acknowledge the 


        23  Lower Snake River Dam removal as a necessary action 


        24  for the future of our -- our community and just in 


        25  general of our country.   �
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         1            Yeah.  That's about it for me.  Thank you 


         2  for your time. 


         3            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for your words, 


         4  Karina, and for your work.  Much appreciate. 


         5            Yvonne Colfax? 


         6            UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  She spoke already. 


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  I'm sorry.  And then -- oh, 


         8  is it Victor Valerio?  I met you yesterday, didn't 


         9  I? 


        10            MR. VALERIO:  Close enough.  Yes, we did 


        11  meet yesterday.  You did a lot of driving this week. 


        12            MR. GOLDEN:  Yeah. 


        13            MR. VALERIO:  How is everyone?   


        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Welcome.  


        15            MR. VALERIO:  Just -- sorry.  I had to -- 


        16  and I forgot to print it out.  


        17            My name is Victor, V-I-C-T-O-R.  Last name 


        18  Valerio, V-A-L-E-R-I-O.  


        19            Well, first of all, thank you Council 


        20  Members for the opportunity to provide public -- for 


        21  the public hearing today.  Again, my name is Victor 


        22  Valerio.  I am here to represent Northwest River 


        23  Partners.  We are a not for profit organization that 


        24  -- we focus on education and advocacy for the 


        25  hydroelectric system.  I am the new reach and �
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         1  research manager, so nice to meet you guys. 


         2            Well, first of all, or organization 


         3  appreciates the work that the Council has done to 


         4  draft the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  We are 


         5  especially pleased to see the Council prioritizing 


         6  priority management and investments in critical 


         7  infrastructure which are necessary to help sustain 


         8  the trend of increasing salmon runs that we have 


         9  seen in recent decades.  


        10            As you know, average returns of salmon and 


        11  steelhead above Bonneville Dam, the first federal 


        12  dam in the Columbia Basin, have nearly tripled in 


        13  the last few years when compared to the first return 


        14  recorded in 1938.  We are also glad to see the 


        15  Council continue to include the reintroduction of 


        16  salmon above Chief Joseph and Grand Coulee Dam.   


        17            Northwest River Partners is actively 


        18  supporting this vital initiative led by these tribal 


        19  nations.  I actually had the opportunity last summer 


        20  to attend a first salmon ceremony up at Chief 


        21  Joseph.  To be honest, it was an eye-opening 


        22  experience.  I did not know how much of an impact 


        23  the salmon had as far as a cultural importance, so 


        24  it was a really great opportunity for me. 


        25            Our greatest concern with the Draft �
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         1  Program lies with the main stem hydro system 


         2  operations section.  The margins for energy 


         3  affordability and reliability are already razor 


         4  thin.  The latest example is from the electric-


         5  published North American Electric Reliability 


         6  Corporation 2025 long term reliability assessment 


         7  which warns the Northwest is projected to move into 


         8  a high-risk category by 2029 as demand growth 


         9  outpaces new generation. 


        10            NERC also cautions the traditional 


        11  resource -- the traditional resource adequacy 


        12  metrics may understate real-time operating risk, 


        13  reinforcing the growing importance of reserving 


        14  operational flexibility.  And as we    and as we've 


        15  previously shared, Washington's residential electric 


        16  customers are feeling the weight of an 8.4 percent 


        17  rate increase between 2023 and 2024, at least double 


        18  the rate of inflation.   


        19            Even modest operational changes that 


        20  increase reliance on high-cost emergency power are 


        21  especially hard on low- and fixed-income households.  


        22  The Council's rationale calls for consistent, agreed 


        23  upon hydropower operations over multiple years.  We 


        24  concur but ask that they are agreed upon by all 


        25  relevant stakeholders and that Bonneville, the U.S. �
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         1  Army Corps of Engineers, and the Bureau of 


         2  Reclamation are consulted before any hydro system 


         3  measures are finalized. 


         4            Thank you again for the time to comment, 


         5  and we look forward to continuing our dialogue with 


         6  the Council in the next few meetings.  Thank you. 


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks for being here, 


         8  Victor.  Congrats on the new job. 


         9            MR. VALERIO:  Thank you. 


        10            MR. GOLDEN:  And next up is Lottie S-A -- 


        11  is Lottie here?  Welcome, Lottie.  I wish everyone's 


        12  handwriting was as good as -- as beautiful as their 


        13  words tonight.  Thanks for being with us, Lottie. 


        14            MS. SAM:  Well, good evening.  Thank you 


        15  for this opportunity to provide comment on behalf of 


        16  -- for myself and my family.  I'm a -- 


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Lottie, if you could just 


        18  spell your name for us.  Sorry. 


        19            MS. SAM:  Lottie Sam.  L-O-T-T-I-E.  Last 


        20  name Sam, S-A-M. 


        21            So I wanted to speak a little bit about 


        22  myself and my family.  My name is Lottie, and I'm 


        23  here to talk about salmon recovery and a strong fish 


        24  and wildlife program, because it matters to me and 


        25  my children and my grandchildren.  And it was good �
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         1  to hear the few words that we have from our youth 


         2  here, because I'm a education and outreach 


         3  specialist for Yakima Nation, but also been a 


         4  lifelong educator from pre-K all the way to 


         5  elementary and eighth grade. 


         6            So I teach about our practices with our 


         7  traditional foods, and salmon is our -- is our 


         8  staple.  It is a staple food for my family.  We rely 


         9  upon it, and my family is a fishing family from the 


        10  Columbia River down by White Salmon and Bingen.  And 


        11  I've traveled there many years of life.  Our family, 


        12  like I said, is traditional, so my brothers fish for 


        13  us, and I -- I get to haul fish, clean fish, cut 


        14  fish, dry it, can it, because I want that food 


        15  source to take care of me as we're taught. 


        16            I live in Wapato in Harrah area, and I am 


        17  a Yakima Nation -- or Yakima Power recipient, but I 


        18  also in my time growing up and becoming an adult did 


        19  have a -- was a rate payer for Pacific Power and 


        20  Benton REA.  I just wanted to share that to achieve 


        21  the Council's five million fish goal, I urge you to 


        22  adopt all the recommendations by state and tribal 


        23  fishery managers throughout the region to whom the 


        24  Council paid deference required by the North -- 


        25  Northwest Power Act including the -- the few �
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         1  priorities I'm going to mention.   


         2            One, elevate the levels of spill through 


         3  August 31st as a priority hydropower operations 


         4  measure.  While juvenile salmon and steelhead that 


         5  out migrate throughout August make up a 


         6  disproportionally large share of the wild adults 


         7  that return to the Columbia and the Snake Rivers.  


         8  Increased spill is necessary to protect the genetic 


         9  diversity of wild and natural stocks and allow the 


        10  generational population growth that is necessary to 


        11  recover healthy and abundant fisheries.  


        12            Number two, detailed and explicit 


        13  accountability measures, especially linked to 


        14  Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility to 


        15  achieve program goals with a whole of government 


        16  approach and to address all necessary hydropower 


        17  measures in the 9th Power Plan.   


        18            Also just a little bit in regards to the 


        19  Lower Snake River Dams removal.  It's been talked 


        20  about.  We've heard the -- the benefits, the pros 


        21  and cons of it, but we do want to adhere and still 


        22  hope to see that five million fish goal and maybe 


        23  even more.  And I know our programs are working hard 


        24  to establish and to work with a plan that hopefully 


        25  will -- will work towards that five million and    �
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         1  and more. 


         2            So I thank you for this opportunity again, 


         3  and, you know, hope that this will be met on and in 


         4  a good way.   


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Lottie.  


         6  We -- we hear a lot of expert testimony and a lot of 


         7  expert witnesses, which is great and important, but 


         8  it's also great to hear about your families and 


         9  community too.  Thank you for bringing that. 


        10            Jamaica Zoglman?  And this is the last 


        11  person I think we have signed up to testify.  If 


        12  someone else who signed up wanted to testify or 


        13  changed their mind, want to testify now, please we 


        14  can do another sheet back there.  Let us know.  And 


        15  okay.  We will have on more, and then we will take a 


        16  little break.   


        17            Jamaica? 


        18            MS. ZOGLMAN:  Okay.  Hi.  I'm Jamaica 


        19  Zoglman.  That's J A-M-A-I-C-A, Z-O-G-L-M-A-N.  And 


        20  I am from Yakima, Washington.  I use Pacific Power.  


        21  I'd like to acknowledge the Paiute, Nez Perce, 


        22  Umatilla, Colville, Wanapum, Coeur D'Alene, 


        23  Kalispel, Kootenai, Warm Springs, Shoshone, Spokane, 


        24  and Yakama Tribes.  These cultures are linked 


        25  inextricably to the Columbia and Snake Rivers and �
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         1  who have been stewards of these waterways for 


         2  countless generations. 


         3            I'm not an expert.  The statement I'm 


         4  making is just my own experience.  But it's not 


         5  really about me, it's about the cultural legacies of 


         6  Washington's rivers.  As other speakers have done 


         7  more eloquently, I want to talk about Celilo Falls, 


         8  which was flooded with the damming of the Columbia 


         9  River on March 10, 1957.  I remember the day that I 


        10  learned about Celilo Falls.  I was 18 and taking 


        11  classes toward my degree in anthropology. 


        12            I remember the absolute shock that I felt, 


        13  first that one of the major trading hubs of the 


        14  globe had existed for 11,000 years just a couple 


        15  hours from where I grew up.  Second, that it had 


        16  been deliberately obliterated within living memory.  


        17  And finally, that I had lived my whole life without 


        18  knowing any of this.  It was like learning that my 


        19  grandparents had burned down the Library of 


        20  Alexandria 200 miles from my house.  


        21            And that day changed my life.  It altered 


        22  my understanding of the world, and I'm here to hold 


        23  the Council accountable for answering the questions 


        24  that I started asking on that day.  Who was in the 


        25  room making decisions about how best to care for the �
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         1  animals, plants, air, water, and earth that has 


         2  sustained people here for many thousands of years.  


         3  Whose voice is being excluded and why.  Who benefits 


         4  from those decisions, and who loses, and what is the 


         5  story we tell ourselves about why that loss was 


         6  justified. 


         7            I believe we have a responsibility to 


         8  prioritize the wellbeing of our rivers and the 


         9  creatures that depend on their waters.  We also have 


        10  a responsibility to prioritize the voices of tribal 


        11  members who are uniquely able to guide policy and 


        12  care for rivers that have the -- been the lifeblood 


        13  of native people from the beginning.   


        14            The government has a long history of 


        15  getting it wrong and telling a story that justifies 


        16  it.  We must do better today.  And that's why I'm 


        17  elevating the voices of state and tribal fishery 


        18  members, managers, and asking for elevated levels of 


        19  spill through August 31st as a priority hydropower 


        20  operations measure.   


        21            Detailed and explicit accountability 


        22  measures, especially linked to Bonneville Power 


        23  Administration's responsibility to achieve program 


        24  goals.  An acknowledgement of Lower Snake River Dam 


        25  removal as a necessary measure in the final 2026 �
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         1  Fish and Wildlife Program.  Thank you. 


         2            MR. GOLDEN:  Thank you so much, Jamaica.   


         3            And next we have David Fast.   


         4            MR. FAST:  Not David. 


         5            MR. GOLDEN:  Nope?  No?   


         6            MR. FAST:  Just signed up as an attendee.  


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  Oh.  Got you.  Okay. 


         8            Susan Fleming has been inspired by the 


         9  rest of you to offer a few words. 


        10            MS. FLEMING:  That is true. 


        11            MR. GOLDEN:  And we're glad for it.  


        12  Welcome, Susan. 


        13            MS. FLEMING:  That is true.  Susan 


        14  Fleming.  S U S-A-N, Fleming, like it sounds, F-L-E-


        15  M-I-N-G.  I have some appreciation for the 


        16  difficulty of what you do here.  There's a law that 


        17  you have to abide by.  There are probably a hundred 


        18  organizations you need to try to coordinate, and you 


        19  have goals that seem to me to be contradictory.  


        20  Save the fish and make sure the power's good.  


        21  That's really hard stuff. 


        22            So I thank you for trying to do it.  I'm 


        23  glad we have such law.  I don't know how you are 


        24  able to negotiate all this.  But I just wanted to 


        25  say something about the Snake River Dams.  People �
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         1  need to be compensated for what they lose if the 


         2  dams are taken down.  I can't see any other 


         3  reasonable way to do this. 


         4            Clearly, from the science I know about, 


         5  which isn't all of it, taking those dams down is the 


         6  best chance we have for improving the number of 


         7  salmon that comes through.  But, it's not right to 


         8  take away people's livelihoods, or it's not white -- 


         9  it's not right to cause them financial damages for 


        10  something that -- that wasn't their fault and will 


        11  benefit all of us and that actually has to do with a 


        12  law.    


        13            So I would like you to go -- I would love 


        14  the dams to come down, but I think it ought to be 


        15  done in a way that seems fair to -- to the 


        16  stakeholders.   


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Fair enough.  Thank you so 


        18  much, Susan.   


        19            That concludes our list.  We are going to 


        20  keep the hearing open until 6:30; is that right?  


        21  Yeah?  And I -- I guess we'll take a little break 


        22  now.  We'll reconvene in a little while.  Staff and 


        23  Les will be back, and I'm here and we -- we can keep 


        24  it informal for a little while, and if someone wants 


        25  to provide formal testimony a little later, we'll be �
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         1  there for that too.  Thank you so much, everyone. 


         2            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


         3            MR. GOLDEN:  And with that, we will 


         4  conclude the Yakima hearing for the 2026 Draft Fish 


         5  and Wildlife Program.   


         6            (WHEREUPON, the meeting concluded at 6:30 


         7  p.m.)                            
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