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VEETI NG
HELD ON
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026
3:30 P.M

CHAIR M LBURN: Wl cone you all today that
are online here listening and al so those that are --
are presenting or testifying before us. Appreciate
that a | ot.

If | didn't, 1'lIl call the neeting to
order. And this is the public hearing for the --
our Council's Draft 2026 Col unbia River Basin Fish
and WIldlife Program And a very inportant part of
-- of -- of our -- of our programis this part of
It, the public input. So we really appreciate you
being here, listening in, or testifying.

Anyone w shing to provide public coment
shoul d have signed in online. |If you decide during
the hearing that you would like to give comrent, do
so in this neeting organi zer at
nort hwest council.org. Wen the tine cones to hear
your comments, | will call your nane to testify in

the order in which you signed up.
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And we wll have a list on the -- on your
screen of everybody that signed up, and we'll do
that in order. 1'll give everyone three m nutes.
There will be a tinmer, so you can tine -- help
nonitor that yourself. And if it gets alittle
close to three mnutes, we'll give you a rem nder
that your tinme is -- is w nding down.

So first order of business is that | do
have a statenent that | have to read.

Under the Northwest Power Act, the
Nort hwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and
periodically anmends a programto protect, mtigate,
and enhance fish and wldlife facilities on the
Col unbia River Tributary.

Hold on. It says ny battery's getting
|l ow. That's not good. And it's plugged in. Be
prepared. W wll get this -- change cords here.
Al right. See where |I'm at.

Council's in the process of anmending this
Fish and Wldlife Programin a formal anendnent
process under the act. W recently released a draft
of the 2026 Fish and Wldlife Program The
Council's now at the stage of the amendnent process
where we are receiving public comment on that Draft

Fish and Wldlife Program The formal comment
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peri od extends until March 2nd, 2026. The Counci |
I s conducting public hearings like this one to
receive oral comments on the draft.

We have a court reporter in attendance to
record your comments. The transcript of this
hearing will be circulated to all council nenbers
and staff and will be included in the adm nistrative
record for this program anendnment process.

The Council is also accepting witten
coments on the Draft Fish and WIldlife Program
until March 2nd, 2026. Instructions for how to
coment in witing are on the Council's website.

The Council will consider all the oral and witten
coments on the Draft Program when nmaking a final
deci sion on the 2026 Fish and Wldlife Program The
Council is expecting to nake a decision on the final
programin May of this year.

W will run the neeting, | think it's
until 6 o'clock, that specific tine. And nmake sure
you sign-in, if you haven't, you'd |like to say
sonet hing and Kymis going to give us --

CHAD MADRON:  Kym | think Menber M I burn
may have been kicked off the -- he mght need to
reconnect his conputer. | do have the presentation

ready for you though.
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KYM BUZDYGON: Fantastic. Well, I wll do
that and we will work on getting turn over and back
online. | also just want to take one quick second
and doubl echeck.

Brittany, if you're the court reporter, do
you mnd just comng up for a second, letting us
know you' re here and ready.

THE REPORTER |'m present. Thank you.

"' m present. Thank you.

KYM BUZDYGON: G eat. Thank you so nuch.

Al right. WlIl, good afternoon,
everyone. Welcone to this public hearing on the
Nor t hwest Power and Conservation Council's Draft
2026 Colunmbia River Basin Fish and Wldlife Program

My nane is Kym Buzdygon. 1'mthe
Council's director of public affairs, and |I'm goi ng
to give a short presentation on the Council and the
Fish and Wldlife Programand then we will open it
up for public coment.

Next slide please.

So who we are. The Council was created by
Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to
give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power
pl anni ng and protecting fish and wildlife. The

Council is an interstate conpact agency representing
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the basin states of |daho, Mntana, O egon, and
Washi ngton. The governor of each state appoints two
menber s.

The Northwest Power Act requires the
Council to develop, with public participation, a
regi onal power plan and a Fish and Wl dlife Program
Federal agencies, including Bonneville Power
Adm ni stration, the Bureau of Reclanation, the Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers, and the Federal Energy
Regul atory Comm ssion all have | egal
responsi bilities under the act.

Next slide, please. So first, |'l]
briefly touch on our role in power planning.

The Council nust devel op a 20-year
regi onal power plan to ensure an adequat e,
efficient, economcal, and reliable power supply for
the Pacific Northwest. The Council considers how
much energy the region will need and what resources
are avail able to neet that need, beginning with
energy efficiency.

The Council's power plan -- Council's
power plan gui des Bonneville Power Adm nistration's
acqui sition of cost-effective resources. It also
serves as an inportant technical resource for the

region. The power plan is reviewed and revised
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every five years. The draft of the next power plan,
called the Ninth Power Plan, is expected m d-2026.

As with the Fish and Wldlife Program
there will be nultiple opportunities for public
comment on the power plan, and we hope to hear from
you.

Next slide, please.

So the Council's Fish and WIldlife Program
I s updated about every five years, based primarily
on the recomendations fromstate and federal fish
and wldlife agencies and tribes, along with other
partners, as directed by the Northwest Power Act.

The Fish and Wldlife Programis intended
to protect, mtigate, and enhance all fish and
wldlife inpacted by the hydropower system |t
I ncl udes on-site mtigation neasures at the dans,
| i ke changes to fl ow and passage, and off-site
mtigation neasures |like habitat restoration and
artificial production.

Next slide, please.

The Council's Fish and Wldlife Program
has been in place for over 40 years. It is one of
the largest mtigation efforts in the world,
covering an area roughly the size of France. It has

grown and evol ved over tine, based on the best
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avai | abl e science, and while progress is evident,
the Council recognizes that nore work remains to be
done.

Next slide please.

Over the 40-year life of the program
t here have been significant acconplishnents.
Changes to how the hydro system operates, as well as
| nproved passage at the dans, has benefited both
adult and juvenile magration. Habitat work has
protected, restored, or inproved hundreds of
t housands of acres of |and across the region.

The Col unbi a Basin Water Transaction
Program has col | aborated with willing | andowners and
irrigation districts to keep water in streans when
fish need it nost. Artificial production prograns
support both conservation and harvest objectives.
Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and
mai ntai ned to keep fish out of irrigation systens,
and that's just to nane a few acconplishnents.

Next slide, please. So next I'll talk
about how the Fish and WIldlife Programgets
updat ed.

So there are many steps that we have to
take to anend the Fish and Wl dlife Program

beginning with the call for recommendati ons that
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went out to the region in January 2025 and the
subsequent public coment period. W released the
Draft Programin Decenber of 2025, and we are now
accepting coments on that draft until Mrch 2nd.
The Council's goal is to release a final Fish and
WIildlife Programin May of 2026.

We received hundreds of recommendati ons
and thousands of comments during this anendnent
process, and the Council has considered them
carefully over the last six nonths. Over the course
of this review, sone topics seemto be of particul ar
urgency or inportance to the region.

Priorities identified for the Draft
Program i ncl ude nmaki ng sure that assets and projects
have the funding they need to continue to function
and benefit fish, having consistent and stable hydro
operations over a |longer period of tine that keeps
wat er noving, increases velocities, and m nim zes
fluctuations, assessing and nmanagi ng predation in
the areas nost likely to increase sal non and
st eel head survival, and continuing the cruci al
habitat work that is the cornerstone of the
Council's Fish and Wldlife Program

The Council is also placing particular

enphasis at this tinme on coordinating wth other
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rel evant agencies to identify sources of non-repair
f undi ng.

Next slide, please. Nowto get to a
littl e housekeepi ng.

So as the chair nentioned, the |ist of
peopl e who signed up to comment wll be displayed on
the screen. Chair MIlburn will call your nane, and
you'll be able to unnmute and nmake your commrent at
that tinme. You wll not be able to turn on your
caner a.

Each person is getting three m nutes for
comment. A tinmer wll be displayed in the corner of
the screen, and you'll also hear soneone chine in at
30 seconds, letting you know when it's al nost tine
to wrap up.

Pl ease be courteous to council nenbers,
staff, and others. Please note that your coments
wi || becone part of the official record. And please
note that you can also submt comments online. So
you can go to nwcouncil.org/anend, and that'l| guide
you through the online process.

Al right. Last slide, please.

So now we want to hear fromyou. One
qui ck rem nder, just to clearly state your nane and

organi zation if you're affiliated with one before
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you start your comments. That just hel ps our court
reporter with her transcript.

And that is all | have for now So |
think if we can pop up that list of fol ks, then we
can get started.

CHAIR M LBURN. Hi, Kym

KYM BUZDYGON: So back to you, Chair
M | burn. Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay. Thank you.

"' m back with you, at least until the next
bl ackout. I'mgoing to start first with introducing
our council nmenbers that are online.

And, Menber Hoffrmann, let's start wth
you.

MARGARET HOFFMANN:  Thank you, M. Chair.
My nane is Margi Hoffmann. | ama council nenber
fromthe great state of Oregon. Happy to be here.
Thank you.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. | don't see
who else is on. Just go down the |ine here for
ot her council menbers on.

KC GOLDEN: Hi, this is --

CHAIR M LBURN:. Go ahead, KC.

KC GOLDEN: -- KC CGol den from Washi ngt on.
Washi ngt on Counci| Menber. Thanks for com ng out
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and giving us your guidance.
CHARLES SAMS: Hey, everyone. Chuck Sans,
Oregon's Council Menber partnered with Margi. Thank
you for being here today.
THOVAS PURCE: Hi, I'mLes Purce. I|I'ma
Washi ngt on Council Menber. |It's nice to be here to
hear your comments this afternoon.
ED SCHRI EVER. Good afternoon, Ed
Schriever, Council Menber fromldaho. Pleasure to

have you all comenting today.

CHAIR MLBURN: Al right. Anyone else?
| think that's it. Thank you, Council Menbers, for
being here too. W're going to start right off --

DOUGLAS GROB: Doug G ob from Mont ana,
Counci | Menber.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Ch, Doug, you're on.
Yeah.

DOUGAS GROB: Yes. | got bl ocked off
when | started there, but |I'mhere. Doug G ob,
Mont ana. Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Thank you.

Al right. Thank you, all. Let's get
rolling here.

And, Rob Cole, you're the first one up.

Thank you for joining us.
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ROB COLE: Hi, thank you for having ne.

|'"'m Rob Cole fromValley Ford, WAshi ngton.
Raised in Wllanette Valley and spent nost of ny
life in Eastern WAshi ngton.

First, thank you for all that you're
doing. | appreciate all the work, review ng the
studies and the projections. And I wish | could
project that 20 years. And | do appreciate that
you' re taking the task on.

Probably ny bi ggest concern is grow ng up,
now hitting retirenent age, and just keeping an eye
on affordability for my own little universe here and
ny bills, seeing that the -- you know, the prices
seemto be rising faster than the national rate, and
| noticed where Washi ngton used to rank at sone of
the | owest energy costs.

So that would be one of ny mmj or concerns.
And plus, you know, we've got -- we're going to have
sone huge denmand with data centers. That's a
concern to ne, where | would hope that they are
heavily accountable in nmaking up their share of
prices and costs, rather, of energy. Oher than
that, predator managenent, | think it needs to be
handled a little nore aggressive with the --

preserving the sal non.
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And | thank you. That's what | have.
Appreciate it.

CHAIR M LBURN: And, Rob, thank you.

Next, we have den Spain. Thanks, G en.

GLEN SPAIN: Afternoon, Menbers of the
Council and Staff. M nane is Gden Spain. |1'mthe
Nort hwest Regional Director for the Pacific Coast
Federati on of Fishernen's Associations.

We are commercial fishing famlies up and
down the coast. And the mddle of that coast, of
course, is the Colunbia R ver, which was once the
| ar gest sal non- produci ng river systemin North
America, and perhaps in the world. And it has
fallen into disuse, unfortunately, through a variety
of things.

| -- 1 urge you to continue to invest in

neeting the goal, the five mllion returning spawn
goal is -- is -- is only a fraction of what we could
produce, but it's certainly a good goal. You don't
have to reinvent the wheel. There is already a -- a

100-year sal non restoration programout there, the
Col unbi a Basi n Partnership.

W were a nmenber of that. Sone 78
different entities, including states, tribes, and

federal agencies, many stakehol ders, have cone up
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with this plan. And it is a very workable plan.
It's been well-tested. That should be adopted as
part of the plan of -- of restoration that the
Council is pushing for. That would nmake it

consi stent.

QG herwise, we tend to pull in different
directions at different tines. [It's very inportant
to invest in our salnon resource. It is one of the
nost fundanental values that we have in the Pacific
Nort hwest, not only for a nultibillion-dollar
fishery, and renenber that 58 or so percent of all
t he sal non caught in Southeast Al aska originate in
t he Col unbi a.

Much of the fish and all the way down to
Central California conme from-- or inpacted by
Col unbi a Ri ver abundances. Al of that is an
I nvestnent, and making that investnent returns jobs
on a sustainable basis, provides food for Anerica's
tables. It also helps the entire ecosystem As you
know, there are nultiple ecosystem val ues of sal non.

It is the only known nechani sm where ocean
nutrients that are |ost through erosion cone back to
the land. It is the heartland, the base of a | ot of
our forest ecosystens. Sonme 126 ot her species

depend on salnon for all or part of their lifecycle.
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So all of these things are very inportant.

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaining.

GLEN SPAIN.  And | just thank you for all
of your effort. The -- we support the sal non goal
of five mllion, and we really would |ike to see you
I ntegrate the Colunbia Basin Partnership Plan into
the efforts that you' re undertaking today. Thank
you.

CHAIR M LBURN: Yes, and d en, thank you.
Appreciate it.

Al right. Chelsea, you're up.

CHAD MADRON: M. Chairman --

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yes.

CHAD MADRON: -- | don't see Chel sea as
connected right now, so we should probably nove on
to the next person for now.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay.

Kelly, you're up.

CHAD MADRON: Just a nonent, Kelly. I'm
unmuti ng you right now.

CHAIR M LBURN: Al right. Thank you.

CHAD MADRON:  All right, Kelly. You have
nmute, unnute control.

KELLY SCHW NT: Ckay. Am|1 on?

CHAIR M LBURN:  You bet. W -- |oud and
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clear. Thanks, Kelly.

KELLY SCHWNT: Al right. [I'mKelly
Schwint. [|'ma business rep for Local 77. |
represent utility workers in the northwest, around
9,000 of them

Alittle background on ne. | started in
fisheries at Gant PUD in 2009. | becane a -- a
hydro power plant operator through an
apprenticeship. | was a senior power plant
operator, and then |I becane a senior system
operator, which includes dispatching spil
generation and nmai ntai ning conpliance with fish
constraints on the Col unbi a.

My concern mainly today is the increased
spill far into August. Spill gases the river and
can cause GBT and juvenile sal non, not to nention,
you know, spilling too far into August. Wat are
t he actual nunbers of juvenile salnonids left in the
Snake River during August? | nean, there's really
not substantial evidence that we're even having a
mgration period into that tinme period.

| think it's inportant that spill over
time is reduced, and we allow the investnents such
as these juvenil e bypasses, spillway weirs,

trucking, and barging to really shine. W've
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reduced spill on the Colunbia at certain projects by
up to 80 percent wth sone of these technol ogies,

but the Snake is still handcuffed by sone of this
stuff, and we haven't really truly let sone of that
t echnol ogy shi ne.

Juvenile salnon swmin the top 40 feet of
wat er, and nost spillway gates are a | ot deeper than
that. So when fish swm they have to be sucked
down and out through those gates, and the pressure
drop disorients the fish, and you end up having nore
predation through the -- through a project than what
you woul d nornmal |y.

I'"d also |ike to point out, you know,
peopl e tal k about the nortality rate of projects,
and typically you see nortality --

KRIS HOVEL: Few seconds renai ni ng.

KELLY SCHWNT: -- in the 98 percent, and
only 7 of those go through the turbine, that's 0.14
percent. Investnent in the fish survival cones from
danms, and sal non and danms can coexist, and the
Col unbia is evidence of that, specifically the
Ckanagan red run.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Kelly, thank
you. Tine's up, and we appreciate your commrents.

Ckay. Let's see. |Is Chelsea in? Wat
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was the status of Chel sea?

CHAD MADRON: | don't see that nane
connected. 1've -- |'ve been scrolling up and down,
down to the queues as well, and | don't see that
person yet.

CHAI R M LBURN: Okay. Well, we'll just --
we'll just put her at the bottomthen, unless --

CHAD MADRON: Ckay.

CHAIR M LBURN: -- unless you say

ot herw se.
Al right. After Kelly, we have Marjorie.
MARJORI E M LLNER:  Ckay.
CHAIR MLBURN: Marjorie MIIner.
MARJORI E M LLNER  You can hear ne okay?
CHAIR M LBURN:  You bet.
MARJORI E M LLNER:  Ckay.
CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you for joining.
MARJORIE M LLNER: (Okay. Thank you.
My nane is Marjorie Mllner, MA-R-J-OR-
I-E, MI-L-L-N-E-R
Thank you, Council Menbers and Staff, for
all your hard work and for hol ding these hearings.
| testified virtually at the first hearing, and I
have sone additional comments on ny inpression of

the entire plan, which | finished reading this past
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week.

And on tribal treaty rights and clinmate
change, two factors that | feel haven't been
enphasi zed enough in the hearings. The proposed
pl an overall describes a failing river ecosystem and
multiple specific attenpts to get a better result
fromthe Bonneville Power Adm nistration and ot her
agenci es after what can only be called an utterly
| nadequat e perfornmance so far.

Any ot her contractor woul d be flat-out
fired if, after being given 40 years to increase
fish runs from2.5 mllion to a very nodest five
mllion, they ended up at their 2025 deadline with
no increase at all. And wild fish returns are
likely only 10 percent or less of current returns,
and this is after over $26 billion spent on
mtigation. Wat BPA has done is prove that eight
dans really are four dans too many.

The scientific consensus is that the four
| oner Snake River danms nust be breached if the wld
fish runs are to have any chance of recovery. These
four dans constitute only 2.6 percent of the
nort hwest power grid at this point. This, in trade
for the devastation of the Col unbia Snake River

ecosystem we cannot let this happen on our watch.
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Regarding tribal treaty rights, those who
have testified agai nst breaching the four | ower
Snake Ri ver dans al ways neke it about the noney.
Now, as a rate-payer, |'d be wwlling to pay nore to
honor the treaties and save the fish and orcas, but
by sone cal cul ations, rates would not have to
i ncrease. But we are all living on the mllions of
acres of land ceded by the tribes in treaties that
guarantee them fishing rights.

If we are a nation of |aws, we nust
fulfill our treaty obligations. The tribes have
been saying for decades that the four |ower Snake
Ri ver dans nust be breached for their fishing rights
to exist. Regardless of cost, it is tine to breach
the dans. W should just thank our |lucky stars that
t oday we do have good alternatives in conservation,
sol ar power, and wi nd power that we didn't have 50
years ago.

Regarding climte change, we are nowin a
different ecological world than the one that existed
when the Council was created. Recent summers have
seen increasing incidences of lethally high water
tenperatures and toxic algae in the slack water
behi nd the four |ower Snake River dans.

KRIS HOVEL: Few seconds renai ni ng.
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MARJCORI E M LLNER: It doesn't -- 1'll make

It does not matter if hatchery production
m ght be tripled. |If the fish have to return to
water so hot that they die, it's for nothing. The
I ncreased i ncidence of unhealthy or lethally high
wat er tenperatures in the slack water behind the
four | ower Snake River dans as a result of climate
change nust be recogni zed as the new existenti al
threat to salnon recovery that it is.

Thank you very much for all your work,
again, and for taking ny additional comments.

CHAIR M LBURN: Marjorie, and thank you.

And next we have Abbie.

Abbie. Are you on, Abbie?

CHAD MADRON: Abbi e, you have nmute, unnute
control. You can speak when you're ready.

ABBI E ABRAMOVI CH:  Thank you so nuch. Can
you hear ne?

CHAIR M LBURN:. You bet. Thank you,
Abbi e.

ABBI E ABRAMOVI CH:  Good afternoon. My
nanme i s Abbi e Abranovich, and |I'mthe Sal nron Program
Seni or Associate for the | daho Conservati on League.

My chil dhood was spent exploring the
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| andscapes of Idaho, including rafting trips on the
Sal nron River and what ny famly called Idaho
snorkeling on the red -- on Redfish Lake. 1t's not
| ost on ne that despite spending so nuch tine in

t hese places that were naned for lIdaho's fish, ny
chi | dhood was based in scarcity.

I nstead of witnessing wld sal non and
steel head in these special places, | knew the story
of Lonesone Larry and knew the chance of ne seeing a
w |l d salnon during these famly vacations was slim
to none. Decades |later, nothing has changed.
Despite the Power Council's role of protecting,
mtigating, and enhancing fish in the Col unbi an
Snake River Basin's wild sal non and steel head renmain
on the brink of extinction.

It was 1987 when the Council first
established the goal of five mllion adult fish
returning to the basin. This nearly 40-year-old
goal was based on a conprehensive review that found
hydr opower caused the vast majority of sal non
| osses, between 5 and 11 million fish. This five
mllion fish goal isn't arbitrary. [It's the nunber
needed to begin turning the tide of extinction and
restoring balance to the ecosystem

And yet, despite four decades of work,
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current adult returns are less than half that goal.
My | daho chil dhood was so clearly defined by the
| ack of salnmon in our region, it inspired ne to --

THE REPORTER: Last sentence pl ease.

ABBI E ABRAMOVI CH: -- personally to
protect and enhance this -- this --

CHAD MADRON: Abbie, we're having sone
trouble with your audio, and so the court reporter
was asking you to repeat your |ast sentence.

ABBI E ABRAMOVICH: Ch, | see. Thank you.
Let's see where | was at. |'Il just skip ahead.

"Il skip ahead to if | had failed over
and over to reach a 40-year-old goal, you can rest
assured that | would do everything in ny power to
change that. So to hear that this Council has not
adopted all the recomendations fromthe fish
managers in the region is incredibly disappointing.

| know you've heard that this will result
in rising costs, but significant rate increases
cannot be attributed to sal non neasures. Energy
rates in our region are going up due to a general
demand i ncrease, including data centers. |In the
comng years, we wll need to double the anount of
energy generation in the Pacific Northwest.

Conpared to this, incorporating
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recomrended operations for fish -- fish passage |ike
sumrer spill is a mnuscule ask. The Council's own

-- and it would not affect the region's ability to

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renai ni ng.

ABBI E ABRAMOVI CH: -- projected future
demands. | know you' ve al so heard that increased
spill would put hardworking people at the dans at

ri sk, but sal non operations are always suspended if
there's a concern for human or -- health or human
safety.

It's my goal to work nyself out of a job.
| hope that there never has to be another person in
nmy position because |I'm hopeful we'll see a day
where | daho kids actually get to witness healthy and
abundant salnon runs. We live in a world where
af f ordabl e, cl ean energy, and heal t hy sal non
popul ati ons can coexi st.

Pl ease adopt all the fish nanagers
recommendation to nmake this future a reality. Thank
you.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Thank you, Abbie.

Next is Owen.

CHAD MADRON: Hi, Onen. [|'mgiving you

nmut e, unnute control on the Zoom software. You
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shoul d be able to unnute and speak.

CHAIR M LBURN. Hello. Owen, are you
t her e?

CHAD MADRON: Look for the m crophone
control button in the bottomleft hand of the Zoom
software to unnute yourself and | et us know what you
have to say.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Let's go --

ONEN BEGLEY- COLLI ER:  Ch, can you hear ne
now?

CHAIR M LBURN: Oh, yeah. There you are,
Owen. Thank you.

ONEN BEGLEY- COLLI ER:  Sorry about that.
I'"'mon ny phone and it didn't show up.

CHAIR M LBURN: No, that's okay. Thank
you. Yeah, thanks for joining.

ONEN BEGLEY- COLLI ER:  Yes, thank you so
much for your tine.

My nane is Onen Begley-Collier and I'm a
student at Western Washington University.

A lifelong | ove of the southern resident
orcas has been a gateway into sal non advocacy.
Snake Ri ver sal non are a keystone species, feeding
the entire ecosystemfromorcas to bears to trees.

These sal non are also -- are also crucial for tribes
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all around the region, both spiritually, culturally,
and econom cal ly.

Sal non are also crucial for fisheries all
over the region. Salnon on the Snake River are
teetering on the edge of extinction. According to a
2021 report done by the Nez Perce Tribe, around 42
percent of spring and sunmer Chi nook on the Snake
River are already at the threshold for quasi-
extinction.

A 2022 report done by the National Cceanic
and At nospheric Adm ni stration concl uded t hat
breachi ng the Snake R ver dans is "essential and a
centerpiece action" for recovering salnon on the
Snake R ver. |Imedi ate action nust be taken to
recover Snake R ver salnon and to breach the | ower
Snake Ri ver dans as soon as possi bl e.

For those reasons, |'m asking that the
Counci | adopt a proposal that includes el evated
| evel s of spill through August 31st, detailed and
explicit accountability nmeasures, especially Iinked
to Bonneville Power Adm nistration's responsibility
to achi eve program goals.

And |I'm al so asking that the Council
acknow edge | ower Snake R ver dam breaching as a

necessary neasure in the final 2026 Fish and
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Wl dlife Program and include an analysis of a -- of
a dam breach scenario in the Ninth Power Pl an.
Thank you so much for your tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:  You bet, Oanen, and thank
you.

Next is Mchelle.

M CHELLE HENNI NGS: Hi, can everyone hear
-- hear ne?

CHAIR M LBURN: W can, Mchelle.

M CHELLE HENNI NGS: Ckay.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Thank you for joining.

M CHELLE HENNI NGS: Thank you.

Good afternoon. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. M nane is Mchelle
Henni ngs and |' mthe Executive Director of the
Washi ngt on Associ ati on of Wieat G owers.

' m speaki ng on behal f of Wshi ngton Wheat
Growers and personally as a wheat farner from
Eastern Washi ngton. WAG represents over 4,000
producers across the state who rely on the Col unbi a
Snake River system and particularly the | ower Snake
Ri ver danms for our livelihoods.

The Col unbi a Snake River is the nation's
top wheat export gateway with nore than 55 percent

of all US wheat exports noving through the Pacific
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Nort hwest. Specifically, roughly 10 percent of US
wheat exports pass through the four |ocks and dans
al ong the | ower Snake River.

This is especially inportant for our
state, as Washington is the fourth | argest wheat
producer in the nation and exports about 90 percent
of the wheat we produce. W appreciate the
Nor t hwest Power and Conservation Council's work on
the Draft Colunbia R ver Basin Fish and Wldlife
Program including support for the Phase 2
| npl ement ati on Plan and increased focus on nmanagi ng
predati on of sal non and steel head.

WAG strongly believes that dans and sal non
-- sal non can and do coexist. Average adult sal non
and steel head returns are nearly three tines higher
than the first counts at Bonneville Dam
denonstrating that coordi nated i nvestnents and
| nproved operations can produce real gains for fish
popul ati ons.

Rel i abl e, | ow cost hydropower fromthe
Col unbi a R ver system provides a substantial benefit
to wheat farners. Hydropower supplies |arge-scale,
fl exi bl e generation and hel ps keep | ocal electricity
prices |lower and stabilizes the grid during peak

seasonal demands, which is a critical -- which is
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critical during seeding and harvest.

Lower and nore predictable energy costs
reduce expenses for irrigation punping, grain
drying, aeration, and storage systens, preserving
already thin farm margi ns and hel pi ng mai ntain
conpetitiveness in global markets. Hydropower's
di spatchability al so supports irrigation
I nfrastructure and grain handling facilities when
farmers need them nost, reducing the need for costly
on-farm backup generati on.

At the sane tine, nmaintaining and
| mprovi ng hydropower operations nust go hand in hand
with strong nmeasures to protect and restore sal non,
such as fish passage i nprovenents, flow nanagenent
operati ons when appropriate, habitat restoration,
and nonitoring predati on nanagenent.

Conti nued investnment in nodernized dam
operations and habitat will help sustain both energy
reliability and healthy fish popul ati ons. Wen
bal anced effectively, these efforts sustain regional
energy affordability and reliability by protecting
fisheries, tribal resources, and the economc
resilience of --

KRIS HOVEL: Few seconds renai ni ng.

M CHELLE HENNI NGS: -- Washi ngt on wheat
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farmers in rural communities. The Pacific Northwest
Is quickly losing its energy affordability
advantage. R sing energy costs and declining
reliability are squeezing wheat farners during an
already difficult period by increasing operating
expenses and disrupting tine-sensitive activities.

Agai n, thank you for the opportunity to
testify on behal f of Washi ngton Weat Farners.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Thank you, M chelle.
Appreciate it.

Patricia, you're up.

CHAD MADRON: Menber M| burn -- excuse ne,
Chair MIburn --

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yes.

CHAD MADRON: -- Patricia, and then al so
t he next speaker, Andrew, do not appear to be
connected at this tine. And so | would suggest we
nove on to Jane Fritz.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Let's do that.
You | et nme know if they show up.

So Jane, you're up. Jane Fritz.

JANE FRITZ: Can you hear ne?

CHAIR MLBURN. | can. Thank you for
j oi ni ng.

JANE FRI TZ: Thank you for |istening.

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N DN D D MDD P P P PP,
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

MEETI NG February 24, 2026 33
93223

CHAIR M LBURN:  You bet.

JANE FRITZ: And I'mJane Fritz of the
| daho Mythweaver. |'mthe nedia director, a radio
producer, and a podcaster who has been working on
sal non i ssues since 1992, when | happened to be at
t he Sawt oot h Hat chery when Lonesone Larry was caught
in the weir on Redfish Creek.

So | go way back on stories about sal non,
but these |last five years | had worked on a nmjor
docunentary and radi o production called Peopl e of
the Sal non that | ooked at the Nez Perce Tribe's work
in the Wal l owa Mountains in the Wall owa Val | ey of
Oregon and their efforts to enhance, restore, and
rei ntroduce fish such as Coho salnon and -- and with
hopes to bring sockeye sal non back to Wall owa Lake.

It was an incredi ble eye-opening
experience. | was able to spend the sumer in the
Wal lowas in 2021. 1've |earned so nmuch in those
years. Qur one-hour programcane out in April of
2025. It's run in Spokane on public radio. |It's
run in Boise. | would love to have it in Oregon, in
Washi ngt on, other places, but it's also avail abl e.
| f anyone on the Council wants to hear it, you can
go to our website, nythweaver. org.

W are a non-profit, or it's on Spotify
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and Appl e Podcasts under Voices of the WIld Earth,
and it's called People of the Salnon. All | can
tell you is having listened and | earned and tal ked
to dozens of people, tribal people, biologists, it
Is very clear to nme that the Snake Ri ver Dans nust
be breached if salnon in the Wall owa Vall ey and
county are to survive.

Those wld fish, |like Lonesone Larry, are
-- are sonething to behold, and it's so essential to
save. And so I'm-- I'mnot a scientist. | listen
to scientists. | listen to tribal elders. CQur
docunentary has el ders who renenber fishing at
Celilo Falls. W have |lost so nuch, and in 40
years, not a | ot has been gained --

KRIS HOVEL: Seconds renai ni ng.

JANE FRITZ: -- that has been pointed out.
So ny hopes are that we can protect sal non and st eel
from-- steel head fromextinction, and -- and we
need to do it now. And the |oss of the Col unbi a
Basi n Agreenent was a trenendous | oss after all that
work with the tribes.

Thank you very much for |istening, and I
hope you'll listen to the docunentary. It says a
| ot .

CHAIR M LBURN. And thank you, Jane.
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Appreciate it.

Bear Prairie, welcone.

BEAR PRAIRIE: Thank you. dad to be
her e.

Gad to -- well, | nowrecently noved over
and worked for Lower Valley Energy as the CEO. W
represent and provide electric service to about
32,000 nenbers here in | daho and Wom ng.

And as a longtine born and raised |Idaho
resident, | can, you know, definitely speak to the
Redfish Lake. | grew up in Jerone. And, you know,

t hat was our background and our backyard of where we
spent a lot of tinme. And | remenber the, you know,
*80s and not having many fish around. | also can't
do a lot of tinme canping up there over the |ast, you
know, 15 years.

And | al so know that over the last four or
five years, |'ve been up there in the sumer when
sal non have been running, and people are catching
salnmon |ike crazy. And |'ve seen kids sitting in
the creek that conmes -- or the Redfish Creek that
cones into Redfish Lake. And |'ve watched kids snag
salnon with treble hooks, which was a little bit
alarmng. |If they're that extinct, why are we

havi ng ki ds snaggi ng them and stuff?
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So | think the narratives don't always fit
the reality on the ground. 1've also |ived through
the '80s where there was no salnon fishing. 1've
al so, in the 2000s, spent a |ot of tine sal non
fishing in Riggins and al ong the sal non, and have
caught a lot of wild sal non and hatchery sal non and
st eel head.

So you know, it is definitely a success
story, and | attribute that success story to the
hard work that you fol ks have been doi ng by
followi ng the science. And, you know, | think what
the science is telling us is that, you know, sal non
and dans can coexist. This is also an issue |'ve
been working on for a |lot of years.

This is a, you know, after working on, you
know, what was fornerly known as the Sinpson
Proposal, this is now a $65 billion probl em of
renmovi ng those four | ower Snake danms. And the
science is not clear because it's on that del ayed
nortality figure that we have truly not studied
enough. So we think it m ght have an inpact, but
we're not sure.

So | think we need to continue to foll ow
t he science and continue to do what we can to

mai ntain affordabl e, reliable, carbon-free
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generation. And | applaud, you know, the Counci l
for, you know, having a bal anced approach and

| ooki ng at the science and understanding the true
differences between the delayed nortality figures
and the nuance detail.

And | knowit's a red neat issue for a |ot
of groups and individuals, but the only --

KRIS HOVEL: Seconds renai ni ng.

BEAR PRAIRIE: -- the only way that we're
going to solve this is to continue working together
and acknow edging that we are on the right path, we
are doing the right things, and, you know, we need
to keep -- you know, keep the course.

So thank you for all your guys' work.

CHAIR M LBURN: And thank you, Bear, for
t hose conments.

Next will be John Gsborn.

JOHN OSBORN:  Thank you, Chairman M | burn,
for this opportunity to comment. My nane is John
Gsbor n.

I live on Vashon |sland, which is |ocated
between Seattl e and Tacoma, an unceded ancestr al
| and of the s ..babS or the Swift Water People.
And I'mtestifying as an individual in support of

sal non and orca.
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In way of background, |I'ma physician.
I"'min ny 41st year of providing nedical care for
veterans. | actually started with World War | vets.
My patients are nostly veterans fromthree states,
| daho, Montana, and Washi ngt on.

|'ve al so served as physician advi sor for
Canp Chaparral, jointly hosted by the Departnent of
Veteran Affairs and the Yakinma Nation, which is
centered on Indian conbat vets with PTSD, and that
work al so has infornmed ny ethics work on the
Col unbi a Ri ver.

| cane of age in Idaho's sawtooth country
and know t he power of sal non chargi ng up the Sal non
Ri ver to spawni ng headwaters. They are bel ow Gal ena
Summit. M nother is Marie Gsborn. She's |daho's
first nurse practitioner and the nation's first
| i censed nurse practitioner.

My not her covered 6,000 square m | es of
Central Idaho through the Stanley dinic and Stanl ey
Ambul ance and the volunteer EMIs. So | know t hat
well -- that world well and | knew -- and -- and |
know what it's |like to see salnon comng up river.

Li ke many people in this region, | -- |
care about salnmon. | ama rate payer and | want to

see BPA and ny utility, Puget Sound Energy, be part
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of the solution for salnmon, for fish and wldlife,
and for orca. M work in ethics includes helping to
coordinate the One River Ethics Matter or ORM
conference seri es.

ORM supports invol venent from | ndi genous
sovereigns, faith | eaders, and academ c institutions
to undertake what has been a nulti-year ethics
consultation for our severely inpaired river. Qur
12th ORMw Il be virtual and held on Novenber 12th
and 13th and focused on fisheries and sal non
restoration of the Upper Col unbia above G and Coul ee
and Chi ef Joe.

And here's the key point for Council --
for Council Menbers. Decisions about the Col unbi a
Ri ver, they may be economc, they may be cul tural,
but they are definitely ethical. Decisions about
Col unbi a Ri ver sal non should uphold --

KRIS HOVEL: Seconds renai ni ng.

JOHN OSBORN:  Deci si ons about Col unbi a
Ri ver sal non shoul d uphol d ethical principles,
not abl y benefi cence, autonony, and justice.

Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN: And thank you. Appreciate

Al right. Looks like Bridget is next.
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BRI DGET ALBERS: Hi.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Hi, Bridget.

BRI DGET ALBERS: Thank you for the
opportunity to share comments today.

My nane is Bridget Al bers and |I'm an
Avista Uilities rate payer. | was raised in
Portland, Oregon. |'mcurrently studying at Gonzaga
Uni versity in Spokane, studying sociology and health
equity. | amalso a part of Save Qur WId Sal non's
Next Gen Sal non Col | ecti ve.

Through these organi zations, |'ve |earned
how val uable it is that we take care of our natural
resources in order to pronote the health of not only
our salnon, but all living things. Salnon are a
keyst one speci es, neaning that pronoting the health
of our salnon is crucial for the health of our
ecosyst ens.

While | understand the inportance of
af fordabl e energy, it should not have to cone at the
cost of our sal non populations. |In order to achieve
t he Northwest Power and Conservation Council's goal
of five mllion annual fish return, we nust |isten
to all recommendations fromtribal and state fishery
managers.

| have three main asks of the Council.
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The first is for elevated spill |evels through
August 31st as a priority hydropower operations
nmeasure.

The second is for detailed and explicit
accountability nmeasures to be put in place to ensure
that BPA is responsible for achieving the goals of
their program

The third is that this program
acknow edges that the Lower Snake Ri ver dam renoval
I S a necessary neasure in order to restore sal non
popul ations to full abundance and that an anal ysis
of the dam breach scenario should be included in the
power pl an.

| am deeply concerned about the crisis
t hat sal non and steel head popul ati ons are facing
across the Colunbia River Basin. W have the
opportunity nowto alter this trajectory. Let's
pl ease listen to the | ands and experts in order to
protect our environnment now and for future
gener ati ons.

Thank you so nuch for your tinme and your
work on this project.

CHAIR M LBURN: And thank you, Bridget.

Next will be Lauri. Lauri Dayton.

CHAD MADRON: Lauri, we show you as
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unmuted. You may be bl ocked in another way. From
our side, it |ooks |ike you can speak okay.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. How are we
doi ng?

CHAD MADRON: She still shows as unnuted
on our side. W can circle back if you'd |like, M.
Chai r man.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. GCkay. Let's
see. Yeah, let's -- let's go with Katie and then
we'll conme back to Lauri and see if she's up.
Thanks.

CHAD MADRON: Al right. Let ne see --
CHAIR M LBURN: Katie, are you on?
CHAD MADRON: -- let ne see if Kaia is

connected. Just a nonent. She wasn't a nonent ago.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay.

CHAD MADRON: | do not see Kai a connect ed,

but | do see Mark Leed as connect ed.
CHAIR M LBURN:  Mark, good.
Mark, let's go with you. Thank you.
MARK LEED: Thank you. Yeah.
My nane is Mark Leed. |'ma resident of
Vancouver, Washi ngton.
"' manot her fan of Redfish Lake. |[|'ve

been canpi ng up there probably eight different
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tinmes. | ama rate payer of Clark Public Uilities,
which obtains, | think, the majority of their power
fromthe hydroelectric dans in the Col unbia and
Snake Ri ver system

For your 2026 Fish and Wldlife Plan, |
encourage you to incorporate the recommendati ons of
all the state and tribal fisheries managers in the
region. | would also |ike you to extend el evat ed
spill over the danms through the end of August in
order to optim ze conditions for out-mgrating
juveni |l e sal non and st eel head.

And the plan al so needs to acknow edge
t hat breaching of -- of the | ower Snake River dans
IS a necessary neasure for restoring sal non and
st eel head populations. That is the consensus of the
fisheries biologists who have studied the issue.

And | think that the services provided by
t he dans can be transitioned to other sources and
phased out over the next few years. They only
provide, as -- as sonebody nentioned earlier, a very
smal |l portion of the power. And upgrading the
hydroel ectric plants at those four dans is going to
cost hundreds of mllions of dollars. They're --
they're aging at this point.

And in terns of the wheat transportation,
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that is an issue, but a lot of the transportation of
wheat through Sout heastern Washi ngton has al ready
been transitioned to trucking over the |ast 25
years. And so | think it is feasible that barging
coul d be phased out, and that's not a necessity in
the long term

And | think that finishes ny coments.
Thank you very much for your tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yeah, you bet, Mark.

Thank you.

MARK LEED: Mm hmm

CHAIR M LBURN. Ckay. It looks like we're
going to go to Parker -- Parker Meade.

PARKER MEADE: Thank you very nuch for
getting me on the list, and thanks for -- thanks for
your time.

CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you, Parker.

PARKER MEADE: So ny nane is Parker Made,

and | live in Seattle, Washington. | was born in
| daho, and |'ve grown up in Washington. |'ve lived
here nmy whole life. |I'ma ratepayer and utility

custoner of Seattle City Light, and I'mhere to
share why sal non recovery and a strong Fish and
WIidlife Programnmatter to ne.

As a ratepayer, | care about affordable,
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reliabl e power, but nore inportantly, | care about
living in a region defined by heal thy, abundant

sal nron and steel head. Sal non are a keystone species
i n the Colunbia and the Snake Ri ver ecosystens, and
they feed forests, wldlife, and entire food web
systens. Their decline signals ecosystemfailure.

W' ve known for decades that danms harm
sal non. The inpacts of federal hydropower systens,
bl ocked habitat, turbine nortality, altered fl ows,
and warm ng reservoirs are all well-docunented.
Continuing increnental mtigation while wild stocks
decline anounts to nmanaged extinction. W cannot
accept that outcone.

To achieve the Council's five mllion fish
goal, | urge you all to adopt all of the
recomrendati ons fromstate and tribal fishery
managers as required under the Northwest Power Act,
i ncluding three priorities. Elevated spill through
August, wild juvenile salnon that mgrate in August
make up the -- a disproportionate large --

di sproportionately | arge anount of the returning
adul ts.

An increased spill protects genetic
diversity and supports their |ong-term popul ati on

grow h. Second, clear and enforceable
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accountability nmeasures tied to Bonneville Power
Adm ni stration's responsibility to achi eve program
goal s using a whole -- whole of governnent approach
in the Ninth Power PIan.

BPA manages and markets this power system
and nust be accountable for neeting neasures --
neasur abl e fish recovery benchmarks. Third,
acknow edge | ower Snake damrenoval as a necessary
measure in the final 2026 Fish and Wldlife Program
and include a full breach scenario analysis in the
Ni nt h Power -- Power PIlan.

The science shows that renoving the four
| oner Snake danms woul d have the highest -- or the
single | argest inpact on salnon recovery and is
necessary to reach the five mllion goal.
Significant rate increases cannot be attributed to
sal non neasures. Energy rates are rising primarily
because of grow ng denmand and our region w ||
continue to grow in the comng years.

The purpose of a strong Fish and Wldlife
Programis to set clear biological goals first. The
power plan can then determ ne how to maintain | ow
costs while neeting those obligations. Please do
not weaken the program before conducting the full

energy analysis --
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KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaining.

PARKER MEADE: -- needed to show that we
can have both affordabl e power and abundant fi sh.
We al so need to be honest about shifting baselines.
Each generation grows up thinking that sal non
nunbers they see are nornal.

When we see snall tenporary inprovenents
It's easy to call that success, but today's returns
are a fraction of historic abundance. What | ooks
| i ke recovery is often just a slight uptick from
crisis levels. W cannot redefine success downwards
sinply because we've grown used to scarcity.

We have the science. W have the
responsibility. | urge you to adopt the program
t hat noves us beyond nanaged decline toward real
recovery.

Thank you very nuch for your tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Thank you, Parker.

Al right. Next Jennifer.

JENNI FER JOLY: (Good evening, Chair
M| burn and Menbers of the Council.

My nanme is Jennifer Joly. |I'mwth the
Oregon Municipal Electric Uilities Association
which is made up of 11 nunicipally-owned and

operated electric utilities.
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We appreciate the Council's work and our
custoners' significant investnents to protect,
mtigate, and enhance fish and wldlife in our
regi on while ensuring adequate, efficient,
econom cal, and reliable power supply.

We are supportive of priorities to address
predation, invest in critical naintenance and
i nfrastructure for sal non and steel head, and the
rei ntroducti on above G and Coul ee and Chi ef Joseph.
As full requirenents custonmers of BPA, our utilities
depend on the Federal Col unbia River Power System
and we recently signed new 16-year contracts wth
BPA.

| ncreases in systemcosts or risk to
reliability have disproportionate inpacts in our
communities. Two quick exanples. MMnnville Water
and Light supports industrial and agricul tural
workers in Oregon's wine grow ng region. Cascade
Steel is the city's largest enployer providing
fam |y wage j obs.

Cascade, one of the few remaini ng steel
pl ants on the West Coast, would not be sited in
McM nnville w thout access to reliable, |ow cost
power. In the city of Forest G ove in the Portl and

Metro area, utility custonmers are highly inpacted by
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the housing crisis and face econom ¢ hardship. One-
third of renters spend over 50 percent of their
I ncome on rent.

At the school district, 60 percent of
students receive free and reduced | unch. W nust
have the Council clearly identify data, assunptions,
and any uncertainties underlying your
recomendations. Prioritize cost-effective actions
wi th denonstrated biol ogical benefit.

OVEU i s concerned that the proposed
mai nstem hydro operations are |likely to negatively
| npact affordability and reliability. W urge the
Council to nmeaningfully coordinate this programwth
BPA and ot her federal agencies who have
responsibility for operating the system As you
know, operational changes to the hydro system are
currently subject to ongoing federal litigation.

It is inportant that the Council's program
not prejudge outcones or constrain future
operational flexibility before those processes are
conpl et e.

KRI'S HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaini ng.

JENNI FER JOLY: Recent extrene weat her
events have nmade cl ear how essential hydro

flexibility is for maintaining reliable service and
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literally saving lives.
the Council to delay or extend
given the -- the litigation.
In cl osing, QOVEU can
system operati ons as proposed.
and m ni mum operati ng pool req
extrene. W urge the Council
bal anced appr oach.
Thank you.
CHAI R M LBURN:
Al right, Joel -- J

CHAD MADRON: Joel,

connected three different ways,

and unnute all

Thank you,

We think it nakes sense for

your public process

not accept the hydro
The fl ow objectives

uirements are too

to take a nore

Jenni fer.
oel Fletcher.
| show you as

so l'mgoing to try

three of them and hope that one of

themis the right way to get you connected there.

o, Joel.

all three instances

so if you want to go

can you hear ne?

e you go, Joel.

Al right. Go ahead, Joel.
CHAI R M LBURN:  Hel
CHAD MADRON:  Joel ,
W th your nane are unnuted,
ahead and give it a shot at one of your devices
t here.
JCEL FLETCHER  Hi,
CHAIR M LBURN:  Ther
JOEL FLETCHER: Joe

of Washi ngt on,

Fl et cher, University

Earth and Space Sci ences.

Yeabh.
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CHAIR M LBURN: Thanks for joining, Joel.
Go ahead.

JCEL FLETCHER: Thanks.

| want to address the structural concern
in this draft. The Northwest Power Act assigns the
Council the responsibility to protect, mtigate, and
enhance fish and wldlife affected by the hydropower
system The responsibility rests -- rests with you
guys.

I'"d just like to say what's -- what's
absent here is a clear finding. Secondary | ogistics
do not relieve the Council of its statutory
responsibility, and quite frankly, if they are being
used to defer structural determ nations, that
position nust be expressly adopted and substanti at ed
in the record.

The act requires equitable treatnent of
fish and wildlife al ongsi de power production.

Post ponenent does not satisfy the statutory duty.
This Council has operated under the Pacific

Nort hwest El ectric Power Planning and Conservation
Act since 1980.

And whil e your service is acknow edged,
frankly, after five years or five decades -- al nost

five decades, 45 years now, w th sal non nunbers
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crashing throughout their range, this Council's
efforts have been ineffective, and after 44 years of
taki ng taxpayer dollars, it's ny recommendation that
this Council be dissol ved.

Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Joel .

kay. We've got London.

CHAD MADRON:  All right. Just a nonent,

pl ease.

Al right. London, you have mute, unnute
control .

LONDON FLETCHER  Hel | 0?

CHAIR M LBURN. Hi, London. Thanks for
j oi ni ng us.

LONDON FLETCHER: My nane i s London
Fletcher. |I'ma research assistant with the Oca

Research Trust in New Zeal and and within the
University of Washington's Departnent of Biology in
Seattle.

| reviewed the draft anendnents to the
Fish and Wldlife Program |'m alarnmed not only by
what it contains but by what it omts. This draft
reduces abundance anbition relative to docunented
hi storical production. It maintains mninmmSnolt-

to-Adult Return thresholds as |low as 2 percent.
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It contains no structural escalation
mechanismif those targets fail. It relies on,
“"Contribute to verbiage rather than enforceable
outcones,"” and it defers the conprehensive system
w de power nodeling necessary to evaluate structural
alternatives. Federal |aw nmandates that this
Counci|l nust protect, mtigate, and enhance fish and
wldlife affected by hydropower while assuring
reliable supply.

It is established that this program nust
be based upon the best avail able scientific
know edge. Wen the best available scientific
know edge establishes cunul ati ve system w de
nortality drivers, a programthat |owers anbition,
omts structural accountability triggers, and defers
conparative nodeling nust explain how it renains
consistent with its statutory nmandate.

That explanation is not present in this
draft. This program sets biological targets but
does not determ ne or does not require publication
of conparative nodeling before dism ssing structural
alternatives. |If reliability is the reason to
retain the current configuration, then publish the
full grid sinulations.

Publ i sh sumrer peak denmand scenari os.
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Publ i sh wi nter extrene event nodeling. Publish cost

| npacts to rate payers. Publish carbon
inplications. |If the dans are absolutely

I ndi spensabl e, denonstrate it.

If they are replaceable within reliability

standards, then refusing to evaluate structural
alternatives while biological targets continue to
underperformis inconsistent wwth the statutory
obligation to protect fish affected by the

hydr opower system

Twenty-five years fromnow, the record
w Il show exactly what this Council knew. It wll
show t hat peer-revi ewed science had al ready
denonstrated how freshwater and marine conditions
jointly determ ne Chinook survival. It wll show
t hat repl acenent power nodeling franeworks already
exi sted and had quantified the negawatts,
portfolios, and costs required to replace the | ower
Snake River dans while neeting reliability
st andar ds.

It will show that the Northwest Power Act
requi red protection of fish and wldlife using the
best avail able scientific know edge whil e assuring
reliable power. It wll show that survival targets

were set as low as 2 percent, which is grossly
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unanbitious. It wll show that conparative nodeling
was avail able but not required in this anmendnent,
and it wll show the vote.

Hi story will not renenber process
| anguage. History will not credit good intentions.
Hi story can only neasure --

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaining.

LONDON FLETCHER: -- the adult returns
w || have rebounded towards historic production
capacity or they will not have. Twenty-five years
fromnow, no one will ask whether this was

politically difficult. They wll ask whether it was
scientifically defensible, whether it was legally
consi stent.

They will ask whether |eaders acted when
the data was clear. W are the generation
I nheriting that answer. Make sure it w thstands the
record.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Thanks,
London.

Let's see who we have. Nancy's next.
Nancy Johnson.

NANCY JOHNSON: Thank you.

My nane is Nancy Johnson. | appreciate --

LONDON FLETCHER: Can | | eave the neeting?
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NANCY JOHNSON: -- | appreciate this tine
and -- and your work. | grewup in -- I'mcurrently
living in Ednonds, Washington, and a rate payer with
Snohom sh County PUD.

| grew up in South Central Washington in a
famly that farnmed, fished, and hiked. [|'m
testifying today in honor of ny dad, Forrest
Johnson, a good farner, a passionate fisherman, and
a strong conservationist. Wwen | was five, dad took
me to Celilo Falls.

This was about a year before the
conpletion of the Dalles Dam which w ped out the
falls and surrounding community. A traditional -- a
traditional fishing ground where several tribes
gathered to fish during salnon runs. Later, he
explained to ne that we took that trip because of
his concern that the dam woul d be the end of an era
for that rich tribal fishery and the Village of
Celil o.

He knew the dam and the fish popul ation
could not coexist. He was a realist, but he would
be shocked today at how few sal non remain. W need
to restore at least five mllion salnon. Please
adopt the recommendations fromstate and tri bal

fisheries managers. They know what they're talking
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about .

Sal nron nust have enough water to mgrate
t hrough the nonth of August in order to maxim ze
genetic diversity. Salnon first, when it cones to
water. And you and we cannot | et the BPA off the
hook. They nust neet their obligations to protect
fisheries and honor treaties with tribal nations.

Finally, the -- the topic of breaching the
four Lower Snake River Dans must be included in the
plan. Upstreamfromthe Lower Snake River Dans |ies
t he best renmmining sal non and steel head habitat in
the continental US. Renoving those four dans and
repl acing their hydropower with clean, renewable
energy wll have the single |argest inpact for
rebui | di ng sal non runs.

Thank you again for this opportunity to
conment .

CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you, Nancy.

Al right. Kirsten Kane is next.

CHAD MADRON: Kirsten, |'ve given you nute
and unnmute control.

KI RSTEN KANE: All right. Can you hear ne
now?

CHAD MADRON: Yes, we can.

CHAIR M LBURN: There you are. Yeah.
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KI RSTEN KANE: Gkay. G eat.
CHAI R M LBURN: Yeah. Hi , Kirsten.

Thanks.

KI RSTEN KANE: Awesone.

Well, hello, nmenbers of the Northwest
Power and Conservation Council. M nane is Kirsten
Kane.

| have a PhD in ocean ecol ogy and
bi ogeochem stry. And |I'm here today on behal f of
Friends of the San Juans, urging you to include sone
| nportant points in the five-year update to the Fish
and WIldlife Program

Wth the Trunp adm nistration's w thdrawal
fromthe Resilient Colunbia Basin Agreenent and its
failure to carry out a national effort to recover
native fish popul ations throughout the Col unbia
Ri ver Basin, this Draft Fish and Wldlife Programis
the best way to mtigate harmto threatened sal non
and steel head from Col unbi a and Snake Ri ver Dam
oper ati ons.

These sal non popul ations are critical to
the health and prosperity of endangered southern
resident killer whales. |I'mhere to advocate for
I ncreased prey availability to support the southern

residents' recovery. Many of the Chi nook sal non
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popul ations that southern residents feed on cone
directly fromthe Colunbia R ver Basin and are
| isted as threatened or endanger ed.

The goal of this plan nmust be to restore
five mllion salnmon in the Col unbia R ver Basin.
State and tribal fishery managers have agreed and
have reconmmended ways to achieve this goal. First,
the plan should include elevated | evels of spil
t hrough the end of August. So August 31st is a
priority hydropower operations neasure.

Sal nron and st eel head need extra water
spilled over dans to help themmgrate. This is
especially inportant for juveniles that mgrate in
| at e August as they are inportant for genetic
di versity.

My second point is that the plan should
I ncrease funding and strengthen support for the Fish
Passage Center, including the Conparative Survival
Study and Snolt Mnitoring Program

Third, the plan should ensure a path
forward -- a path forward towards affordabl e,
reliable, and new cl ean energy devel opnent that al so
protects and restores harvestabl e and abundant
sal non.

Fourt h, the Bonnevill e Power
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Adm ni stration, or BPA, nust be held accountable for
reaching the goals set in the plan, neeting their
obligations to protect fisheries and honor treaties
with tribal nations. W recommend adopting a 2035
timeline to keep BPA accountable in achieving the
five mllion sal non goal.

And finally, the plan should include
breaching the four | ower Snake River danms as an
action for fish that nust be considered and anal yzed
I n the next power plan. Renoving these four dans
and repl acing their hydropower --

KRIS HOVEL: Few seconds renai ni ng.

KI RSTEN KANE: -- replacing their
hydr opower with cl ean, renewabl e energy will have
the single |argest inpact for rebuilding the sal non
runs.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide
conment s.

CHAD MADRON: Al right, M. Chairmn.
Looki ng through the nanes online, Lauri Dayton, is
still connect ed.

Lauri, if you' d like to go ahead and try
and speak now, we could do that.

And the other folks are currently not

connect ed.
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Lauri Dayton, if you would unnute, we can
try again.

kay. She doesn't seem-- oh, wait. She
just unnuted. So let's see.

Lauri? Lauri, again, you show unnuted on
our side. So there m ght be sonething with your
| ocal equi pnent that's neeting you, naybe a -- a
hard setting on your m crophone or sonething |ike
t hat .

CHAIR M LBURN: Well, what do you think?
No Lauri? And is anybody el se connected?

CHAD MADRON: None of the other names that
were on the |list have connected at this tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Ckay.

CHAD MADRON: And Lauri seens to be having
a technical issue on her end.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. WlIl, | guess
we could take a break. Should we do that? Check
back in in a few?

PATTY O TOOLE: Hi, M. Chair. This is
Patty. Yeah, | think we do need to continue to
maintain the [ine until about 6:00. As nore people
will sign up, | think Chad will add nanmes to the
list, and then we'll certainly notify people. But a

break seens to nake sense.
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Just letting Brittany know we may take a

break. And then if people show up, we'll gavel back
i n and continue forward. But we'll nake sure you're
ready.

CHAIR MLBURN: So let's do that. Well,
how about if we took a break at 10 to? Wuld that
wor k? And then check back in? Patty, does that
sound good?

PATTY O TOOLE: Yeah.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Ckay.

PATTY O TOOLE: That sounds -- sounds
great. Thank you.

CHAD MADRON:  Ckay.

CHAIR M LBURN. Ckay. Yeah, let's just do
that. And canera's off then, everyone, for a bit.
We'll see you at 10 mnutes to the hour. Thanks.

CHAD MADRON: All panelists, please nute
your mcs and turn off your caneras.

Those attendi ng, you can see on the screen
and on our website, their email
meet i ngor gani zer @wcounci |l .org to sign up to give
comment today. And I'lIl add you to the list that we
show on the screen. Thank you.

(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

PATTY O TOOLE: -- connect with you on
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when he is ready. He's probably still addi ng nanes.
Al right.

CHAD MADRON: Hello, M. Chairman. Yes,
|'ve processed all the email that | have up to this
nmonment. And the list is updated on the screen. So
| et me go ahead and find our next speaker.

If you want to go ahead to M. GCevock, we
can go there.

CHAIR M LBURN:. That sounds good.

Ni ck, you're next.

NI CK GEVOCK:  Thank you, Council Menbers
and Chair. I'm-- I'mglad you got ne on here.
Thanks for this opportunity.

My nane is Nick Gevock. |'mactually a
Mont ana sportsman, and just speaking for nyself
t oday.

And | certainly spent a lot of tine
recreating in the Colunbia Basin and -- and as an
angler. You know, a lot of what | wanted to say has
been said, but I do just want to express support for
a strong, robust sal non recovery. Many of the
poi nts that have been nade elevating the spill over
t he danms, incorporate those reconmendati ons from
your tribal and state fish nmanagers.

And -- and really get serious about
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achieving this five mllion fish goal. And | can't
stress enough that, you know, what's -- what's
happening is not working. |It's tine to get serious

about sal non recovery. So certainly this Council
needs to include breaching of the | ower Snake River
dans in the -- in the plan or at |east |looking at it
and taking a serious |ook at what it would do.

So anyway, | just wanted to express ny
strong support for those neasures. And thank you
for the opportunity to speak.

CHAIR M LBURN: You bet, Nick. And thank

you.

Al'l right. Dave, you're up.

DAVE TEGELER: Hello. Can anybody hear
me?

CHAIR M LBURN: You bet we can. Thank
you.

DAVE TEGELER Ckay. | thank you for this
forum

|'"ve -- 1've just been kind of | ooking

fromthe outside-in at this whole effort over the

| ast couple of years. And ny comments are going to
be contrary to nost of the people who have spoken
her e.

|"'ma licensed professional engineer in
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the state of Washington. And one of the comments
that got ny attention here a few m nutes ago was
sonebody was saying, "W can breach the dans and
repl ace the power with clean, reliable, renewable
energy." Well, let ne make a comment about that.
Except for hydropower, there is no clean and
reliabl e energy.

Wndmlls and sol ar panels are about as
dirty and expensive as you can get. If you think of
-- of the mning that has to go on to produce the
sol ar panels or the horrible blight of the |andscape
the windmlls create, it's not an even trade at all.
And |'m a supporter of keeping the dans wherever
they are, even raising themif we can, but solve the
problemw th fish | adders, if you have to.

But I do want to nmeke a comment. The --
the current cost in -- in terns of electrical bills
for everybody, when you equate it to a pound of
sal nron you buy at the grocery store, which costs
about 10 to 12 bucks dependi ng on the market, the
cost right now today of the reqgulation associ ated
with preserving the sal non we have, is anywhere from
$15 to $25 a pound.

And | -- | did a -- a search, and G ok Al

actually did quite an extensive report on it. |If
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you have an inclination, you ought to -- you ought
to search it yourself. What is -- what is the

energy cost subsidy for a pound of sal non you buy at

the grocery store? |It's about twice what you're
paying for at the grocery store.

So any -- any fish | adders or anything of
that nature have to take into the account that you
are increasing a regulatory subsidy on the
producti on of sal non.

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaini ng.

DAVE TEGELER | think at |east people in
ny canp would say, "Well, how nuch is enough?" But
| think we absolutely have to keep those reservoirs
as giant batteries on the power system and keep
t hose dans alive.

Thank you very nuch.

CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you, Dave.

El i zabet h, you're up.

ELI ZABETH KERWN: Hi, my nane is
Eli zabeth Kerwin and |'mhere to share why sal non
recovery and a strong Fish and Wldlife Program
matter to ne.

| Iive in Whatcom County and |'ma rate

payer and utility custoner of PSE. | and many ot her

rate payers in our conmmunity want BPA and our
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utility conpanies to prioritize fish-friendly power
generation and sustai nabl e, abundant sal non and

st eel head popul ations. And, you know, |'m not that
technically adept at speaking, but I'mworking hard
to understand all of this.

And one thing that's really clear to ne is
t hat we have nmade sone devastating choi ces rel ated
to the environnent. And | have | ooked quite a bit
at information about the Lower Snake Ri ver Dam and
really believe that it needs to be renoved as a
necessary neasure in the final 2026 Fish and
Wl dlife Program

And, you know, | heard soneone -- an
| npassi oned younger speaker earlier in this call,
and | really appreciated what she spoke about how we
woul d | ook back 25 years fromnow at this nonent in
time and what needs to happen in order to have an
environnent that is livable for people who are nuch
younger than ourselves right now.

And | -- | really don't trust that the
desire for profit isn't wnning out. And, yeah, |
think that's a devastating reality, especially in
terms of the current admnistration and the
envi ronnental protections that are being stripped

away. And so ny work actually as a forest protector
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up in Whatcom County is really focused on what can
we do nore locally. And the Northwest is ny region.

And | really deeply hope that we can
consider what is going to be best for future
generations. And the other part of this for ne is
what ' s happened to the indi genous popul ati ons of
this country and of the state of Washington. And
what do we owe in terns of the cultural inplications
for -- | live near the -- the Nooksack people. And
| think that that's such a huge consideration --

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaini ng.

ELI ZABETH KERWN: -- that has been
under pl ayed. And so, you know, ny position is
cl ear.

And | thank you so nuch for being wlling
to listen to individual citizens.

CHAIR M LBURN: You bet, Elizabeth, and

t hank you.
Al right, next, Chris WIke.
CHRIS WLKE: Can everybody hear ne?
CHAIR M LBURN: You bet. Thanks, Chris.
CHRIS WLKE: Oay. Geat. Thanks for
maki ng space for this testinony. It took ne a while
to figure out howto get on the list. | appreciate

it.
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CHAIR M LBURN:  Yeabh.
CHRIS WLKE: M nane -- ny nane is Chris
W I ki e.
|'"'mthe Executive Director at Center for
Environnental Law and Policy. [|I'malso a rate

payer, a conservationist, a salnon and steel head
fisherman. | travel to the Colunbia R ver Basin and
spend noney in the communities there.

Sal nron are not optional to our region.
They're a keystone species that connects our forest
to our resident orcas offshore. They've been the
|i febl ood of our rivers. And for the Pacific
Nort hwest tribes since tinme imenorial. These
rivers are nowin |ife support.

Wiile we may speak at tinmes of nonentary
abundance, we still see deadly high tenperatures,
fish kills, predation problens associated with dans,
poor water quality. The science shows that we have
some runs on the brink of extinction and others have
been | ost entirely. W truck fish around dans. W
shoot them through water cannons on TV.

And when these stories cone out, people
think we're solving the problem But are we?
Climte change is getting worse for our region. And

we can expect drought conditions increasing in
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frequency and intensity. W can expect | ower
snowpack. And we can expect nore demand from power
fromdata centers and a grow ng popul ati on.

We can al so expect nore habitat | osses and
| ess marine survival for the salnon, which will nean
fewer fish returning. And nost of all, we can
expect warner waters and less of it. W have a
chance now to build resilience to restore sal non
runs to five mllion fish because they will get
knock -- knocked back again fromclinmte change.

But if we strengthen this plan, we can
hel p give thema fighting chance. And for this
reason, |'murging the conm ssion to include
el evated spill over the dans through August 31st to
protect the juvenile out-mgrating sal non and
mai ntai n biodiversity, to incorporate the
recommendations of tribal and state fisheries
managers, to adopt that 20-35 tine franme for
achieving the five mllion fish goal, and to include
breachi ng the | ower Snake R ver dans.

And here |I'd |li ke to take a nonent to
address a comment that was nmade earlier about
windmlls being dirty energy. This is really a
false narrative that's put out as disinfornmation.

There's plenty of mning and extracti on goi ng on
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with fossil fuels. The |egacy --

KRIS HOMEL: Thirty seconds renaining.

CHRIS WLKE: -- legacy of dans is -- is
dirty also. There's nethane em ssions comng from
the dans, 1.8 mllion nmegawatt -- netric tons of CO2
equi val ent comng just fromthe | ower Snake R ver
dans every year. You can |ook up the estimted of
greenhouse gas enissions from| ower Snake River dans
and reservoirs using the All-Res tool for that
I nformati on.

So for this reason, | urge you to -- to
connect your plan wth specific actions and
performance standards to ensure the recovery of
sal nron. Thank you.

CHAD MADRON: Al right, Chair M burn.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yes.

CHAD MADRON: Hey, so | see that --

CHAIR M LBURN: |'m nut ed.

Chel sea, you're up.

Thank you, Chris. Thank you.

Chel sea, you're up.

CHAD MADRON: | see Chelsea is still not
connect ed.

CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Let's -- let's
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CHAD MADRON: | was going to say Kaia
A son has connected now.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay.

CHAD MADRON: So we can junp down to her.

CHAIR M LBURN. Kaia -- Kaia. Let's goto
Kai a.

KAIA OLSON: Hello. Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN: Kai a, thank you.

KAI A OLSON: Yes, thank you for being here
and hosting this public coment.

My nane is Kaia dson. | ama student up
in Bellingham and a rate payer of Puget Sound
Energy. And as a rate payer, | want reliable energy
year-round that al so supports strong and sustai nabl e
sal non popul ati ons.

I"d like to see BPA and local utilities
prioritize clean energy that reduces our region's
dependence on hydropower. |'m deeply al arnmed about
the crisis salnon and steel head are facing across
t he Col unbia Basin, and | urge you to adopt a final
2026 Fish and Wldlife Programthat hel ps achieve
the Council's legal obligations for the next 5 to 10
years and nmake actionabl e progress for sal non and
st eel head recovery.

To achieve the Council's five mllion fish
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goal, | urge you to adopt all of the recomendati ons
by state and tribal fish managers throughout the
region to whomthe Council nust pay deference as
requi red by the Northwest Power Act. Specifically,
the followng three priorities.

The first being elevated spills of --
| evel s of spill through August 31st as a priority
hydr opower operations neasure. Detailed and
explicit accountability nmeasures, especially Iinked
to BPA's responsibility to achi eve program goal s.

And acknow edgenent that | ower Snake dam
renmoval is a necessary neasure in the final 2026
Fish and Wldlife Program and that would include an
anal ysis of dam breach scenario in the N nth Power
Plan. | just -- | really want to highlight that
sal non are the |ifeblood of the Pacific Northwest,
and | cannot imagine a future wthout them

|''ma young environnental science student,
and | -- you know, | cannot -- | can't inagine a
future without this keystone species that neans so
much to our region econom cally and ecol ogically and
culturally. So | urge you to adopt a plan that
ensures reliable energy w thout conprom sing sal non
and steel head and all that they nean to us.

Thank you for your tine.
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CHAIR M LBURN: Kai a, thank you.

Al right. Let's see. Wuo do we want?
Who's on? Who's connect ed?

CHAD MADRON: Well, | see that Lauri
Dayt on reconnected, so let ne try --

CHAIR M LBURN: Al right.

CHAD MADRON: -- again allowing her to
tal k, and perhaps she's fixed her equi pnent issue.

LAURI DAYTON: Hell o?

CHAD MADRON: Hel | o.

LAURI DAYTON: Hello. Can you hear ne?

CHAD MADRON: Yes, we can.

LAURI DAYTON: OCh, finally.

CHAIR M LBURN. There we go. Thank you.

LAURI DAYTON: Sorry about all that.

My nane is Lauri Dayton, and |I'm a
resi dent of Eastern WAshi ngton here, by profession
el ectrical engineering, have -- having worked at one
of them Priest Rapids Dam Also an old Port of
Mat t awa conmi ssioner and an avid fisherman, and ny
famly -- extended famly farns wheat in Colfax.

So I"'mpretty interested in the | ower
Snake River dans, but I want to | ook at a real
narrow topic of the tenperature of the water in the

Snake River. First-hand experience, | was fortunate
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enough to have a trip up Hells Canyon to Pittsburgh
Landi ng right during the heat done event, August
11th. And surprisingly the fish finder said the
wat er was 74 degrees.

So | junped in and sure enough, it didn't
freeze. And so, I'mgood to think, "Now, wait a
m nute. Sal non are supposedly biologically inpacted
sonewhere north of 68 degrees. So if the inflowis
that warm how can the Snake Ri ver dans be
responsi ble for heating the water up that nuch?"

Enter Dworshak Damwith the activity of
rel easing cold water |ow fromthe reservoir in the
sumrer to conpensate for tenperatures, and you find
that the water coming in at Lew ston, or the water
in the systemat Lewi ston is sonmewhere around 66
degr ees.

Now, ny 74 degree tenperature thing was
corroborated by the gauging station at Anatone,
which | have the data on, and | was able to graph
over that. Yes, it's 24 degrees Cel sius, whatever
that is. And when it leaves Ice Harbor, it's on the
order of 22 degrees -- 21 to 22 degrees. So that's
about five or six degrees.

Anyhow, whi ch causes ne to question the

foundati on of the argunent that the Snake River
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dans, and Dworshak as a system cause fish nortality
by raising the tenperature too high. And so, that
does reduce the argunents on --

KRIS HOVEL: Thirty seconds renaini ng.

LAURI DAYTON: -- that does reduce the
argunents on that axis for renoving the Snake River
dans, and | think what we need is sone nore
concentrated study because there's a | ot of data out
t here.

Anyhow, thanks for your tinme. Take care.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yeah, you bet, and thank
you. Yeah, thanks for your input. Appreciate it.

Okay. We have three remaining. Any of
t hem connected? Chel sea, Yuan, Patricia, Andrew?

CHAD MADRON: | do have one phone |ine
that just connected. Let ne nake sure.

If this is the phone |line that connected,
are you Chelsea, Patricia, or Andrew? |'mgoing to
take that as a no. And so, the other three nanes
have not connected yet. No, sir.

CHAIR M LBURN: Al right.

Well, we are on the hook until 6:00 your
time, 7:00 ny time. So we can take another -- take
anot her break until 20 after, | suppose. Do you

want to do that?
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Patty, what do you think?
PATTY O TOOLE: Yeah, that sounds pretty
good. | think a good 15 mnutes. And, M. Chair,

then if we need to, we can extend it again. And |I'm

sure Chad wll keep watching email.

CHAIR MLBURN: Al right. [1'll do that.
"1l check the --
CHAD MADRON: | did have soneone just sign

up just now. They are connected if you want to take
that caller.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay. Yeah, go ahead.
Let's just do that right now

CHAD MADRON: It's M. Garrett Hylton or

Hi | ton.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay. Go ahead.

GARRETT HYLTON: Yeah, hello. M nane is
Garrett Hilton. | work for Wells Rural Electric

Conpany in Northeastern Nevada. W're a BPA al
requi rements custoner.

| just want to provide a little bit of
context for a -- a comment nmade about, you know,
met hane gas rel eases at -- at dans. The study that
that references nost -- nost frequently is a study
that takes a ook at dans -- all dans worl dw de.

In the United States, for exanple, |ess
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than 3 percent of all dans are equipped wth
hydr oel ectric capabilities. Dans exist for all

ki nds of reasons. Also, there are a |ot of
disparities in gas rel eases near the equator versus
gas rel eases as you get higher up into the Northern
Hem sphere.

And so, sonme of those nunbers that we're
tal king about are -- are fairly mniml when we're
tal ki ng about the Northwest dans and their inpact on
-- on carbon release. | do want to acknow edge this
Is an incredibly difficult, conplicated issue, and
multiple things can be true at once. Certainly, we
-- we want heal t hy, abundant sal non runs.

W want to be honoring treaties with --
with Native Anerican groups. W also want to nmake
sure that our power grid is reliable in providing
energy to all of the -- the custoners that we serve.
And, you know, the -- the bottomline here is, while
| certainly I'msynpathetic to the desire for
I nvesting in green, reliable energy, the fact
remains that wind is not a di spatchable form of
generation.

Sol ar power is not a dispatchable form of
generation. So your alternatives to a basel oad

resource |ike hydro are -- are fairly limted. And
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so, this is certainly not an easy, straightforward,
sinple solution to adhere and -- and solve all of
t hese probl ens.

Thank you for your commtnment to trying to
solve all of these problens and taking these things
I nto account, and for your tine today.

CHAIR M LBURN: And, Garrett, thank you
for your -- for your words. Appreciate it.

Al right. Anyone el se connected since

that, the last one? AlIl right.

CHAD MADRON:  No.

CHAIR M LBURN. Ckay. Let's just -- let's
just cone back --

PATTY O TOOLE: May | suggest, yeah, maybe
till 5:30, and then we'll see if anyone el se has
come back.

CHAIR M LBURN: 6:30? Ckay.

PATTY O TOOLE: O yeah -- or sorry, 5:30.
Yeah, 6:30 your tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:  You nean 5:30. Yeah, 6:30
my time. 5:30? Ckay.

PATTY O TOOLE: Ckay. Ckay.

CHAIR M LBURN: Let's just do that. Check
back in then. Thanks.

Canmera's off. Audio off.
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(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

CHAIR M LBURN:. There's Patty, there's
Brittany, there's Les, there's Chad. Let's go ahead
and get going again. |f anyone has figured out how
to connect, | guess.

CHAD MADRON: Hi, everyone. Yeah, the
t hree nanes that had signed up ahead of the neeting
still have not connected.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Ckay.

CHAD MADRON: And we've had no new sign-
ups.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ri ght.

CHAD MADRON: So there's nothing to report
at this tine.

CHAIR M LBURN:. Ckay. Well, | guess what
do we do?

PATTY O TOOLE: So, M. Chair, at this
point, | think it's -- we're sort of obligated to
make sure soneone renmai ns avail able and --

CHAI R M LBURN:. Yeah.

PATTY O TOOLE: -- the court reporter
remain available for the full time, M. Chair. But
if -- if you want to assign staff or a -- or just
yoursel f and rel ease others, it's kind of up to you

at this point. |It's possible that soneone could pop
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i n before 6:00.

Anot her option is just to take another 15-
m nute break, cone back, check in, just do that one
or two nore tines. O you can release -- rel ease
fol ks and we'll just make sure soneone does stay
around to be able to capture anything that m ght
cone in. It's up to you, M. Chair.

CHAIR MLBURN: Let's -- let's -- | doubt
anybody's going to sign up. For any of the council
menbers or anyone except Brittany, | guess you,
Patty, and ne, go ahead and go if you'd |ike, but
we're -- we're going to -- let's take another break
t hough. And at a quarter to, we'll check back in.
In the neantine, anybody wants to | eave, go ahead
and go. So we'll --

PATTY O TOOLE: Thank you.

CHAIR MLBURN: -- we'll handle it. So,
okay. So let's check back in at your 5:45 tine,
Patty and Brittany, if we could, and anyone el se
that wants to stick around, but let's do that. And
then we'll nmake a decision fromthere, whether to
just assign one or two people to stick around.

PATTY O TOOLE: Ckay. Thank you, M.

Chai r.
ED SCHRIEVER. And |I'mgoing to junp off.
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CHAIR M LBURN: Okay. Good.
ED SCHRIEVER It's Ed. Good night.
CHAIR M LBURN: See you, Ed. Thank you.
ED SCHRI EVER: Ckay.
(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)
CHAIR M LBURN: Looks |like only the sane
t hr ee.
CHAD MADRON: Actual ly, M. Chairman,
we' ve added three new nanes. So --

CHAIR MLBURN: On, we do. Oh, there we
are.

CHAD MADRON: Emme here. Yeah. The other
three still not connected, but we have three new
nanes. One is not quite connected yet, but | did
get an email fromher. So |I'm hoping she'll connect
shortly.

Oh, there she is. So yeah, the three
fol ks starting with Emry (sic) and Jan and Bea have
all connected and we can work through those nanes
when you' re ready.

CHAIR M LBURN: Al right. Sounds good.

Emy, let's go ahead with you. Thanks.

EMME ROUTON:. Hey there, how s it going?
It's Enme, but it's confusing to everyone.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Emme?
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EMME ROUTON:  Yes.

CHAIR M LBURN: Emme. Ckay.

EMMVE ROUTON:  Yeah, | just want to thank
you guys for taking the tine out of your days to --
to do this.

Just want to say, yeah, salnon are the --
t he ecol ogi cal bedrock of -- of this place and this
land. And | think need to be prioritized in -- in
all decisions because we can figure out solutions to

power generation, but it's pretty hard to bring back

-- bring back the sal non.

Yeah, food chain coll apse, everything,
forest collapse, all the things that cone downstream
of losing salnon. They are -- they are integral to
the system And so anything we can do to prioritize
their well-being, prioritizes the well-being of this
| and and its peopl es.

Yeah, so just want to say that. Really
appreci ate you guys --

CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you.

EMMVE ROUTON: -- yeah, allowing --
allowmng nore spill through August woul d be great.

CHAIR M LBURN: Thank you, Enme.
Appreciate it.
EMMVE ROUTON:  Yeah. Al right. Take
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care.
CHAIR MLBURN. Al right. Yeah. Thanks.
CHAD MADRON: Thanks, Emre.
CHAIR M LBURN: Al right, Jan.
s Jan on -- Conitz?
JAN CONI TZ: Yeah.
CHAIR M LBURN: Hi, Jan. Thanks.
CHAD MADRON: Jan, you have the ability --
there you go. | see you unnuted.

JAN CONI TZ: Okay. Hello. On-oh. 1've
got a bad echo.

CHAIR M LBURN: Cnh, yeah.

JAN CONI TZ: Let ne nake sure -- |I'm
sorry. Are you getting an echo?

CHAIR M LBURN: Yeah, we are. W can cone
back to you, if you would like. And we --

JAN CONITZ: Let ne try noving to a
different |ocation in the house.

CHAIR M LBURN: Ckay.

JAN CONI TZ: How about this?

CHAIR MLBURN. A little better nmaybe.
Try it again.

JAN CONI TZ: How about now?

CHAIR MLBURN. It's a little better.

JAN CONI TZ: kay.
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CHAIR MLBURN: | think -- | think it's
okay. Wy don't you go ahead. Let's try it.
JAN CONI TZ: kay. Sorry about that.
kay. M nane is Jan Conitz. | grew up
and graduated from hi gh school in Mscow, |daho. |
attended the University of Washington with a bi ol ogy
degree. And ever since | have lived in Al aska, |
got a naster's degree fromthe University of Al aska
in fisheries.

| fish commercially for salnon in
Sout heast Al aska. And | worked as a research
fisheries biologist with the Al aska Departnent of
Fish and Gane and US Fish and WIldlife Service for
about 20 years in Southeast Al aska and in the --

THE REPORTER: The echo is throw ng ne
off. The |ast sentence, please.

JAN CONI TZ: Pardon?

CHAIR M LBURN: Yeah. Wuld you -- would
you repeat your |ast sentence there? W'Ill try it a
little bit Ionger and see if we can do this. W!'re
still getting an echo. Repeat your |ast sentence.
We've got a recorder -- clerk recorder type here
t aki ng notes.

JAN CONI TZ: Ckay. Let nme just try

sonething. | think I mght have a duplicate Zoom
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sessi on.

CHAD MADRON: You did seemto have a
dupl i cate Zoom session. Jan, do you want to try
agai n?

CHAIR M LBURN: Yeah, Jan, are you there?
Still show ng on.

CHAD MADRON: Jan, | show you unnuted on
your side, but unfortunately, we can't hear you
anynor e.

CHAIR M LBURN: You know what? Let's go
to the next one. Maybe she can figure it out --

CHAD MADRON: Ckay.

CHAIR MLBURN. -- in the neanti ne.

Is that -- is it Bea, Bay?

BEA BAGLEY: It's Bea. Hi .
CHAI R M LBURN: Bea, hi. H , thanks for

BEA BAGLEY: Hi, thank you.

I'"'ma student. | live in Bellingham
Thanks for staying in the neeting for this Iike
little last mnute comment. |'Il| be quick.

| just wanted to rem nd you, the Council,
of your legal obligation to protect and enhance all
fisheries inpacted by the hydropower system And a

great way to do that would be el evated spill over
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the dans to the end of August to protect the out
mgrating juvenil e sal non and steel head.

And | just want to rem nd everyone again
that in the long-term the only way to get to the
Council's proposed goal of five mllion fish is by
breaching the | ower Snake R ver dans. This is
pretty inportant to ne.

I"'mfromthe Pacific Northwest. | want to
continue living here and the sal non are inportant
for our tribes and our ecol ogi cal and economnic
wel | being. That's all | got.

Thank you.

CHAIR M LBURN:  Yes, thank you.

kay. Back to Jan. Any luck there? Jan,
can you hear us?

CHAD MADRON:  Hi, Jan. | still show you
as connected twice actually. 1've given both of
your lines ability to unnute if you want to try one.

CHAIR M LBURN: Jan, we're not getting you
here. |If you don't have |luck, Jan, you can al ways
emai | .

Al right. WlIl, the other three | ooks
| i ke probably aren't going to be joining us.

We can take anot her.

PATTY O TOOLE: M. Chair, | think it's
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okay. | nmean, we've only got 10 mnutes left. |
think if you want to adjourn, | think we can.

CHAIR M LBURN.  Ckay.

PATTY O TOOLE: We woul d just offer that
| f anybody, Jan or anyone el se who wanted to, yeah,
you can go to our website and submt witten
coment. It's quite easy. There's |lots of
different ways. Chad's show ng you right now.

There's just all kinds of information and
resources on our website that will help you do that.
So it's a great option if you did not or were not
able to participate in this hearing. That's a great
-- great way to do it.

So, M. Chair, I'lIl leave it up to you.
But | think at this point, we've got |less than 10
mnutes. | think it's okay.

CHAIR MLBURN: Let's -- let's do it.

"Il go ahead and adjourn the neeting. Thank you.
Anyone el se that's out there |istening,
t hanks for your input. W appreciate it. And the
council nmenbers, thanks for joining in and
especially to the staff, Patty, Kym Chad, everyone.
Thank you and good ni ght.
PATTY O TOCOLE: Thanks, all.
CHAIR M LBURN:  Yeah.
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THE REPORTER  Have a good night. Thank
you.

(WHEREUPON, the 2026 COLUMBI A Rl VER BASI N
FI SH AND W LDLI FE PROGRAM MEETI NG concl uded at 5:52

p. m)
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proceedings to the best of ny ability.

| further certify that | amneither related to
counsel or any party to the proceedi ngs nor have any

Interest in the outcone of the proceedi ngs.
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		285						LN		11		24		false		        24  quick reminder, just to clearly state your name and				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  organization if you're affiliated with one before				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		         1  you start your comments.  That just helps our court				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		         2  reporter with her transcript.				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3            And that is all I have for now.  So I				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  think if we can pop up that list of folks, then we				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  can get started.				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, Kym.				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7            KYM BUZDYGON:  So back to you, Chair				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  Milburn.  Thank you.				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10            I'm back with you, at least until the next				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  blackout.  I'm going to start first with introducing				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  our council members that are online.				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13            And, Member Hoffmann, let's start with				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14  you.				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15            MARGARET HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  My name is Margi Hoffmann.  I am a council member				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17  from the great state of Oregon.  Happy to be here.				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  Thank you.				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  I don't see				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  who else is on.  Just go down the line here for				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21  other council members on.				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22            KC GOLDEN:  Hi, this is --				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Go ahead, KC.				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24            KC GOLDEN:  -- KC Golden from Washington.				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25  Washington Council Member.  Thanks for coming out				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  and giving us your guidance.				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2            CHARLES SAMS:  Hey, everyone.  Chuck Sams,				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3  Oregon's Council Member partnered with Margi.  Thank				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  you for being here today.				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5            THOMAS PURCE:  Hi, I'm Les Purce.  I'm a				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6  Washington Council Member.  It's nice to be here to				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  hear your comments this afternoon.				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8            ED SCHRIEVER:  Good afternoon, Ed				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9  Schriever, Council Member from Idaho.  Pleasure to				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  have you all commenting today.				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Anyone else?				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  I think that's it.  Thank you, Council Members, for				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13  being here too.  We're going to start right off --				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14            DOUGLAS GROB:  Doug Grob from Montana,				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		        15  Council Member.				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, Doug, you're on.				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		        17  Yeah.				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18            DOUGLAS GROB:  Yes.  I got blocked off				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  when I started there, but I'm here.  Doug Grob,				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  Montana.  Thank you.				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you.				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22            All right.  Thank you, all.  Let's get				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23  rolling here.				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24            And, Rob Cole, you're the first one up.				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  Thank you for joining us.				false

		339						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		340						LN		14		1		false		         1            ROB COLE:  Hi, thank you for having me.				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2            I'm Rob Cole from Valley Ford, Washington.				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3  Raised in Willamette Valley and spent most of my				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  life in Eastern Washington.				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5            First, thank you for all that you're				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6  doing.  I appreciate all the work, reviewing the				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7  studies and the projections.  And I wish I could				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8  project that 20 years.  And I do appreciate that				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  you're taking the task on.				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		        10            Probably my biggest concern is growing up,				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		        11  now hitting retirement age, and just keeping an eye				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		        12  on affordability for my own little universe here and				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		        13  my bills, seeing that the -- you know, the prices				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		        14  seem to be rising faster than the national rate, and				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		        15  I noticed where Washington used to rank at some of				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		        16  the lowest energy costs.				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		        17            So that would be one of my major concerns.				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		        18  And plus, you know, we've got -- we're going to have				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  some huge demand with data centers.  That's a				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		        20  concern to me, where I would hope that they are				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		        21  heavily accountable in making up their share of				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		        22  prices and costs, rather, of energy.  Other than				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		        23  that, predator management, I think it needs to be				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		        24  handled a little more aggressive with the --				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		        25  preserving the salmon.				false
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		366						LN		15		1		false		         1            And I thank you.  That's what I have.				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		         2  Appreciate it.				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  And, Rob, thank you.				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		         4            Next, we have Glen Spain.  Thanks, Glen.				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		         5            GLEN SPAIN:  Afternoon, Members of the				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		         6  Council and Staff.  My name is Glen Spain.  I'm the				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		         7  Northwest Regional Director for the Pacific Coast				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8  Federation of Fishermen's Associations.				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9            We are commercial fishing families up and				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		        10  down the coast.  And the middle of that coast, of				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		        11  course, is the Columbia River, which was once the				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		        12  largest salmon-producing river system in North				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		        13  America, and perhaps in the world.  And it has				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		        14  fallen into disuse, unfortunately, through a variety				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		        15  of things.				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		        16            I -- I urge you to continue to invest in				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		        17  meeting the goal, the five million returning spawn				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18  goal is -- is -- is only a fraction of what we could				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  produce, but it's certainly a good goal.  You don't				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20  have to reinvent the wheel.  There is already a -- a				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21  100-year salmon restoration program out there, the				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22  Columbia Basin Partnership.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23            We were a member of that.  Some 78				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  different entities, including states, tribes, and				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		        25  federal agencies, many stakeholders, have come up				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		         1  with this plan.  And it is a very workable plan.				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		         2  It's been well-tested.  That should be adopted as				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  part of the plan of -- of restoration that the				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  Council is pushing for.  That would make it				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		         5  consistent.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		         6            Otherwise, we tend to pull in different				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  directions at different times.  It's very important				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  to invest in our salmon resource.  It is one of the				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		         9  most fundamental values that we have in the Pacific				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		        10  Northwest, not only for a multibillion-dollar				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11  fishery, and remember that 58 or so percent of all				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  the salmon caught in Southeast Alaska originate in				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13  the Columbia.				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14            Much of the fish and all the way down to				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15  Central California come from -- or impacted by				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16  Columbia River abundances.  All of that is an				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17  investment, and making that investment returns jobs				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18  on a sustainable basis, provides food for America's				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19  tables.  It also helps the entire ecosystem.  As you				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  know, there are multiple ecosystem values of salmon.				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21            It is the only known mechanism where ocean				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  nutrients that are lost through erosion come back to				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23  the land.  It is the heartland, the base of a lot of				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24  our forest ecosystems.  Some 126 other species				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25  depend on salmon for all or part of their lifecycle.				false
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		418						LN		17		1		false		         1  So all of these things are very important.				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3            GLEN SPAIN:  And I just thank you for all				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  of your effort.  The -- we support the salmon goal				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5  of five million, and we really would like to see you				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  integrate the Columbia Basin Partnership Plan into				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  the efforts that you're undertaking today.  Thank				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8  you.				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes, and Glen, thank you.				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10  Appreciate it.				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11            All right.  Chelsea, you're up.				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12            CHAD MADRON:  Mr. Chairman --				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes.				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14            CHAD MADRON:  -- I don't see Chelsea as				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15  connected right now, so we should probably move on				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16  to the next person for now.				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18            Kelly, you're up.				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19            CHAD MADRON:  Just a moment, Kelly.  I'm				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20  unmuting you right now.				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Thank you.				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Kelly.  You have				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  mute, unmute control.				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24            KELLY SCHWINT:  Okay.  Am I on?				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  We -- loud and				false
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		444						LN		18		1		false		         1  clear.  Thanks, Kelly.				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		         2            KELLY SCHWINT:  All right.  I'm Kelly				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3  Schwint.  I'm a business rep for Local 77.  I				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4  represent utility workers in the northwest, around				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  9,000 of them.				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6            A little background on me.  I started in				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  fisheries at Grant PUD in 2009.  I became a -- a				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  hydro power plant operator through an				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9  apprenticeship.  I was a senior power plant				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10  operator, and then I became a senior system				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  operator, which includes dispatching spill				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  generation and maintaining compliance with fish				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13  constraints on the Columbia.				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		        14            My concern mainly today is the increased				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		        15  spill far into August.  Spill gases the river and				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		        16  can cause GBT and juvenile salmon, not to mention,				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		        17  you know, spilling too far into August.  What are				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		        18  the actual numbers of juvenile salmonids left in the				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		        19  Snake River during August?  I mean, there's really				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		        20  not substantial evidence that we're even having a				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		        21  migration period into that time period.				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		        22            I think it's important that spill over				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  time is reduced, and we allow the investments such				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		        24  as these juvenile bypasses, spillway weirs,				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		        25  trucking, and barging to really shine.  We've				false
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		470						LN		19		1		false		         1  reduced spill on the Columbia at certain projects by				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		         2  up to 80 percent with some of these technologies,				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		         3  but the Snake is still handcuffed by some of this				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		         4  stuff, and we haven't really truly let some of that				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		         5  technology shine.				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		         6            Juvenile salmon swim in the top 40 feet of				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7  water, and most spillway gates are a lot deeper than				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		         8  that.  So when fish swim, they have to be sucked				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		         9  down and out through those gates, and the pressure				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		        10  drop disorients the fish, and you end up having more				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		        11  predation through the -- through a project than what				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		        12  you would normally.				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		        13            I'd also like to point out, you know,				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		        14  people talk about the mortality rate of projects,				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		        15  and typically you see mortality --				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		        16            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining.				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		        17            KELLY SCHWINT:  -- in the 98 percent, and				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		        18  only 7 of those go through the turbine, that's 0.14				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		        19  percent.  Investment in the fish survival comes from				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		        20  dams, and salmon and dams can coexist, and the				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		        21  Columbia is evidence of that, specifically the				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		        22  Okanagan red run.				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Kelly, thank				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		        24  you.  Time's up, and we appreciate your comments.				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		        25            Okay.  Let's see.  Is Chelsea in?  What				false
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		496						LN		20		1		false		         1  was the status of Chelsea?				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		         2            CHAD MADRON:  I don't see that name				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		         3  connected.  I've -- I've been scrolling up and down,				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		         4  down to the queues as well, and I don't see that				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		         5  person yet.				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Well, we'll just --				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		         7  we'll just put her at the bottom then, unless --				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		         8            CHAD MADRON:  Okay.				false

		504						LN		20		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- unless you say				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		        10  otherwise.				false

		506						LN		20		11		false		        11            All right.  After Kelly, we have Marjorie.				false

		507						LN		20		12		false		        12            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.				false

		508						LN		20		13		false		        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Marjorie Millner.				false

		509						LN		20		14		false		        14            MARJORIE MILLNER:  You can hear me okay?				false

		510						LN		20		15		false		        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.				false

		511						LN		20		16		false		        16            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.				false

		512						LN		20		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you for joining.				false

		513						LN		20		18		false		        18            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		514						LN		20		19		false		        19            My name is Marjorie Millner, M-A-R-J-O-R-				false

		515						LN		20		20		false		        20  I-E, M-I-L-L-N-E-R.				false

		516						LN		20		21		false		        21            Thank you, Council Members and Staff, for				false

		517						LN		20		22		false		        22  all your hard work and for holding these hearings.				false

		518						LN		20		23		false		        23  I testified virtually at the first hearing, and I				false

		519						LN		20		24		false		        24  have some additional comments on my impression of				false

		520						LN		20		25		false		        25  the entire plan, which I finished reading this past				false
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		522						LN		21		1		false		         1  week.				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		         2            And on tribal treaty rights and climate				false

		524						LN		21		3		false		         3  change, two factors that I feel haven't been				false

		525						LN		21		4		false		         4  emphasized enough in the hearings.  The proposed				false

		526						LN		21		5		false		         5  plan overall describes a failing river ecosystem and				false

		527						LN		21		6		false		         6  multiple specific attempts to get a better result				false

		528						LN		21		7		false		         7  from the Bonneville Power Administration and other				false

		529						LN		21		8		false		         8  agencies after what can only be called an utterly				false

		530						LN		21		9		false		         9  inadequate performance so far.				false

		531						LN		21		10		false		        10            Any other contractor would be flat-out				false

		532						LN		21		11		false		        11  fired if, after being given 40 years to increase				false

		533						LN		21		12		false		        12  fish runs from 2.5 million to a very modest five				false

		534						LN		21		13		false		        13  million, they ended up at their 2025 deadline with				false

		535						LN		21		14		false		        14  no increase at all.  And wild fish returns are				false

		536						LN		21		15		false		        15  likely only 10 percent or less of current returns,				false

		537						LN		21		16		false		        16  and this is after over $26 billion spent on				false

		538						LN		21		17		false		        17  mitigation.  What BPA has done is prove that eight				false

		539						LN		21		18		false		        18  dams really are four dams too many.				false

		540						LN		21		19		false		        19            The scientific consensus is that the four				false

		541						LN		21		20		false		        20  lower Snake River dams must be breached if the wild				false

		542						LN		21		21		false		        21  fish runs are to have any chance of recovery.  These				false

		543						LN		21		22		false		        22  four dams constitute only 2.6 percent of the				false

		544						LN		21		23		false		        23  northwest power grid at this point.  This, in trade				false

		545						LN		21		24		false		        24  for the devastation of the Columbia Snake River				false

		546						LN		21		25		false		        25  ecosystem, we cannot let this happen on our watch.				false

		547						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		548						LN		22		1		false		         1            Regarding tribal treaty rights, those who				false

		549						LN		22		2		false		         2  have testified against breaching the four lower				false

		550						LN		22		3		false		         3  Snake River dams always make it about the money.				false

		551						LN		22		4		false		         4  Now, as a rate-payer, I'd be willing to pay more to				false

		552						LN		22		5		false		         5  honor the treaties and save the fish and orcas, but				false

		553						LN		22		6		false		         6  by some calculations, rates would not have to				false

		554						LN		22		7		false		         7  increase.  But we are all living on the millions of				false

		555						LN		22		8		false		         8  acres of land ceded by the tribes in treaties that				false

		556						LN		22		9		false		         9  guarantee them fishing rights.				false

		557						LN		22		10		false		        10            If we are a nation of laws, we must				false

		558						LN		22		11		false		        11  fulfill our treaty obligations.  The tribes have				false

		559						LN		22		12		false		        12  been saying for decades that the four lower Snake				false

		560						LN		22		13		false		        13  River dams must be breached for their fishing rights				false

		561						LN		22		14		false		        14  to exist.  Regardless of cost, it is time to breach				false

		562						LN		22		15		false		        15  the dams.  We should just thank our lucky stars that				false

		563						LN		22		16		false		        16  today we do have good alternatives in conservation,				false

		564						LN		22		17		false		        17  solar power, and wind power that we didn't have 50				false

		565						LN		22		18		false		        18  years ago.				false

		566						LN		22		19		false		        19            Regarding climate change, we are now in a				false

		567						LN		22		20		false		        20  different ecological world than the one that existed				false

		568						LN		22		21		false		        21  when the Council was created.  Recent summers have				false

		569						LN		22		22		false		        22  seen increasing incidences of lethally high water				false

		570						LN		22		23		false		        23  temperatures and toxic algae in the slack water				false

		571						LN		22		24		false		        24  behind the four lower Snake River dams.				false

		572						LN		22		25		false		        25            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining.				false

		573						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		574						LN		23		1		false		         1            MARJORIE MILLNER:  It doesn't -- I'll make				false

		575						LN		23		2		false		         2  it.				false

		576						LN		23		3		false		         3            It does not matter if hatchery production				false

		577						LN		23		4		false		         4  might be tripled.  If the fish have to return to				false

		578						LN		23		5		false		         5  water so hot that they die, it's for nothing.  The				false

		579						LN		23		6		false		         6  increased incidence of unhealthy or lethally high				false

		580						LN		23		7		false		         7  water temperatures in the slack water behind the				false

		581						LN		23		8		false		         8  four lower Snake River dams as a result of climate				false

		582						LN		23		9		false		         9  change must be recognized as the new existential				false

		583						LN		23		10		false		        10  threat to salmon recovery that it is.				false

		584						LN		23		11		false		        11            Thank you very much for all your work,				false

		585						LN		23		12		false		        12  again, and for taking my additional comments.				false

		586						LN		23		13		false		        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Marjorie, and thank you.				false

		587						LN		23		14		false		        14            And next we have Abbie.				false

		588						LN		23		15		false		        15            Abbie.  Are you on, Abbie?				false

		589						LN		23		16		false		        16            CHAD MADRON:  Abbie, you have mute, unmute				false

		590						LN		23		17		false		        17  control.  You can speak when you're ready.				false

		591						LN		23		18		false		        18            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Thank you so much.  Can				false

		592						LN		23		19		false		        19  you hear me?				false

		593						LN		23		20		false		        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  Thank you,				false

		594						LN		23		21		false		        21  Abbie.				false

		595						LN		23		22		false		        22            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Good afternoon.  My				false

		596						LN		23		23		false		        23  name is Abbie Abramovich, and I'm the Salmon Program				false

		597						LN		23		24		false		        24  Senior Associate for the Idaho Conservation League.				false

		598						LN		23		25		false		        25            My childhood was spent exploring the				false

		599						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		600						LN		24		1		false		         1  landscapes of Idaho, including rafting trips on the				false

		601						LN		24		2		false		         2  Salmon River and what my family called Idaho				false

		602						LN		24		3		false		         3  snorkeling on the red -- on Redfish Lake.  It's not				false

		603						LN		24		4		false		         4  lost on me that despite spending so much time in				false

		604						LN		24		5		false		         5  these places that were named for Idaho's fish, my				false

		605						LN		24		6		false		         6  childhood was based in scarcity.				false

		606						LN		24		7		false		         7            Instead of witnessing wild salmon and				false

		607						LN		24		8		false		         8  steelhead in these special places, I knew the story				false

		608						LN		24		9		false		         9  of Lonesome Larry and knew the chance of me seeing a				false

		609						LN		24		10		false		        10  wild salmon during these family vacations was slim				false

		610						LN		24		11		false		        11  to none.  Decades later, nothing has changed.				false

		611						LN		24		12		false		        12  Despite the Power Council's role of protecting,				false

		612						LN		24		13		false		        13  mitigating, and enhancing fish in the Columbian				false

		613						LN		24		14		false		        14  Snake River Basin's wild salmon and steelhead remain				false

		614						LN		24		15		false		        15  on the brink of extinction.				false

		615						LN		24		16		false		        16            It was 1987 when the Council first				false

		616						LN		24		17		false		        17  established the goal of five million adult fish				false

		617						LN		24		18		false		        18  returning to the basin.  This nearly 40-year-old				false

		618						LN		24		19		false		        19  goal was based on a comprehensive review that found				false

		619						LN		24		20		false		        20  hydropower caused the vast majority of salmon				false

		620						LN		24		21		false		        21  losses, between 5 and 11 million fish.  This five				false

		621						LN		24		22		false		        22  million fish goal isn't arbitrary.  It's the number				false

		622						LN		24		23		false		        23  needed to begin turning the tide of extinction and				false

		623						LN		24		24		false		        24  restoring balance to the ecosystem.				false

		624						LN		24		25		false		        25            And yet, despite four decades of work,				false

		625						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		626						LN		25		1		false		         1  current adult returns are less than half that goal.				false

		627						LN		25		2		false		         2  My Idaho childhood was so clearly defined by the				false

		628						LN		25		3		false		         3  lack of salmon in our region, it inspired me to --				false

		629						LN		25		4		false		         4            THE REPORTER:  Last sentence please.				false

		630						LN		25		5		false		         5            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  -- personally to				false

		631						LN		25		6		false		         6  protect and enhance this -- this --				false

		632						LN		25		7		false		         7            CHAD MADRON:  Abbie, we're having some				false

		633						LN		25		8		false		         8  trouble with your audio, and so the court reporter				false

		634						LN		25		9		false		         9  was asking you to repeat your last sentence.				false

		635						LN		25		10		false		        10            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Oh, I see.  Thank you.				false

		636						LN		25		11		false		        11  Let's see where I was at.  I'll just skip ahead.				false

		637						LN		25		12		false		        12            I'll skip ahead to if I had failed over				false

		638						LN		25		13		false		        13  and over to reach a 40-year-old goal, you can rest				false

		639						LN		25		14		false		        14  assured that I would do everything in my power to				false

		640						LN		25		15		false		        15  change that.  So to hear that this Council has not				false

		641						LN		25		16		false		        16  adopted all the recommendations from the fish				false

		642						LN		25		17		false		        17  managers in the region is incredibly disappointing.				false

		643						LN		25		18		false		        18            I know you've heard that this will result				false

		644						LN		25		19		false		        19  in rising costs, but significant rate increases				false

		645						LN		25		20		false		        20  cannot be attributed to salmon measures.  Energy				false

		646						LN		25		21		false		        21  rates in our region are going up due to a general				false

		647						LN		25		22		false		        22  demand increase, including data centers.  In the				false

		648						LN		25		23		false		        23  coming years, we will need to double the amount of				false

		649						LN		25		24		false		        24  energy generation in the Pacific Northwest.				false

		650						LN		25		25		false		        25            Compared to this, incorporating				false

		651						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		652						LN		26		1		false		         1  recommended operations for fish -- fish passage like				false

		653						LN		26		2		false		         2  summer spill is a minuscule ask.  The Council's own				false

		654						LN		26		3		false		         3  -- and it would not affect the region's ability to				false

		655						LN		26		4		false		         4  --				false

		656						LN		26		5		false		         5            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		657						LN		26		6		false		         6            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  -- projected future				false

		658						LN		26		7		false		         7  demands.  I know you've also heard that increased				false

		659						LN		26		8		false		         8  spill would put hardworking people at the dams at				false

		660						LN		26		9		false		         9  risk, but salmon operations are always suspended if				false

		661						LN		26		10		false		        10  there's a concern for human or -- health or human				false

		662						LN		26		11		false		        11  safety.				false

		663						LN		26		12		false		        12            It's my goal to work myself out of a job.				false

		664						LN		26		13		false		        13  I hope that there never has to be another person in				false

		665						LN		26		14		false		        14  my position because I'm hopeful we'll see a day				false

		666						LN		26		15		false		        15  where Idaho kids actually get to witness healthy and				false

		667						LN		26		16		false		        16  abundant salmon runs.  We live in a world where				false

		668						LN		26		17		false		        17  affordable, clean energy, and healthy salmon				false

		669						LN		26		18		false		        18  populations can coexist.				false

		670						LN		26		19		false		        19            Please adopt all the fish managers'				false

		671						LN		26		20		false		        20  recommendation to make this future a reality.  Thank				false

		672						LN		26		21		false		        21  you.				false

		673						LN		26		22		false		        22            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Abbie.				false

		674						LN		26		23		false		        23            Next is Owen.				false

		675						LN		26		24		false		        24            CHAD MADRON:  Hi, Owen.  I'm giving you				false

		676						LN		26		25		false		        25  mute, unmute control on the Zoom software.  You				false

		677						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		678						LN		27		1		false		         1  should be able to unmute and speak.				false

		679						LN		27		2		false		         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hello.  Owen, are you				false

		680						LN		27		3		false		         3  there?				false

		681						LN		27		4		false		         4            CHAD MADRON:  Look for the microphone				false

		682						LN		27		5		false		         5  control button in the bottom left hand of the Zoom				false

		683						LN		27		6		false		         6  software to unmute yourself and let us know what you				false

		684						LN		27		7		false		         7  have to say.				false

		685						LN		27		8		false		         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Let's go --				false

		686						LN		27		9		false		         9            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Oh, can you hear me				false

		687						LN		27		10		false		        10  now?				false

		688						LN		27		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, yeah.  There you are,				false

		689						LN		27		12		false		        12  Owen.  Thank you.				false

		690						LN		27		13		false		        13            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Sorry about that.				false

		691						LN		27		14		false		        14  I'm on my phone and it didn't show up.				false

		692						LN		27		15		false		        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  No, that's okay.  Thank				false

		693						LN		27		16		false		        16  you.  Yeah, thanks for joining.				false

		694						LN		27		17		false		        17            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Yes, thank you so				false

		695						LN		27		18		false		        18  much for your time.				false

		696						LN		27		19		false		        19            My name is Owen Begley-Collier and I'm a				false

		697						LN		27		20		false		        20  student at Western Washington University.				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		        21            A lifelong love of the southern resident				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		        22  orcas has been a gateway into salmon advocacy.				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		        23  Snake River salmon are a keystone species, feeding				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		        24  the entire ecosystem from orcas to bears to trees.				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		        25  These salmon are also -- are also crucial for tribes				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		         1  all around the region, both spiritually, culturally,				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		         2  and economically.				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		         3            Salmon are also crucial for fisheries all				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		         4  over the region.  Salmon on the Snake River are				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		         5  teetering on the edge of extinction.  According to a				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		         6  2021 report done by the Nez Perce Tribe, around 42				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		         7  percent of spring and summer Chinook on the Snake				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		         8  River are already at the threshold for quasi-				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		         9  extinction.				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		        10            A 2022 report done by the National Oceanic				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		        11  and Atmospheric Administration concluded that				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		        12  breaching the Snake River dams is "essential and a				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		        13  centerpiece action" for recovering salmon on the				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		        14  Snake River.  Immediate action must be taken to				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		        15  recover Snake River salmon and to breach the lower				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		        16  Snake River dams as soon as possible.				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		        17            For those reasons, I'm asking that the				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		        18  Council adopt a proposal that includes elevated				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		        19  levels of spill through August 31st, detailed and				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		        20  explicit accountability measures, especially linked				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		        21  to Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		        22  to achieve program goals.				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		        23            And I'm also asking that the Council				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		        24  acknowledge lower Snake River dam breaching as a				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		        25  necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		         1  Wildlife Program and include an analysis of a -- of				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		         2  a dam breach scenario in the Ninth Power Plan.				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		         3  Thank you so much for your time.				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		         4            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Owen, and thank				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		         5  you.				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		         6            Next is Michelle.				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		         7            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Hi, can everyone hear				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		         8  -- hear me?				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  We can, Michelle.				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		        10            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Okay.				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you for joining.				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		        12            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Thank you.				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		        13            Good afternoon.  Thank you for the				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		        14  opportunity to speak today.  My name is Michelle				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		        15  Hennings and I'm the Executive Director of the				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		        16  Washington Association of Wheat Growers.				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		        17            I'm speaking on behalf of Washington Wheat				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		        18  Growers and personally as a wheat farmer from				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		        19  Eastern Washington.  WAG represents over 4,000				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		        20  producers across the state who rely on the Columbia				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		        21  Snake River system and particularly the lower Snake				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		        22  River dams for our livelihoods.				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		        23            The Columbia Snake River is the nation's				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		        24  top wheat export gateway with more than 55 percent				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		        25  of all US wheat exports moving through the Pacific				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		         1  Northwest.  Specifically, roughly 10 percent of US				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		         2  wheat exports pass through the four locks and dams				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		         3  along the lower Snake River.				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		         4            This is especially important for our				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		         5  state, as Washington is the fourth largest wheat				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		         6  producer in the nation and exports about 90 percent				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		         7  of the wheat we produce.  We appreciate the				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		         8  Northwest Power and Conservation Council's work on				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		         9  the Draft Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		        10  Program, including support for the Phase 2				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		        11  Implementation Plan and increased focus on managing				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		        12  predation of salmon and steelhead.				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		        13            WAG strongly believes that dams and salmon				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		        14  -- salmon can and do coexist.  Average adult salmon				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		        15  and steelhead returns are nearly three times higher				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		        16  than the first counts at Bonneville Dam,				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		        17  demonstrating that coordinated investments and				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		        18  improved operations can produce real gains for fish				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		        19  populations.				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		        20            Reliable, low-cost hydropower from the				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		        21  Columbia River system provides a substantial benefit				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		        22  to wheat farmers.  Hydropower supplies large-scale,				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		        23  flexible generation and helps keep local electricity				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		        24  prices lower and stabilizes the grid during peak				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		        25  seasonal demands, which is a critical -- which is				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		         1  critical during seeding and harvest.				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		         2            Lower and more predictable energy costs				false
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		1529						LN		59		20		false		        20            Third, the plan should ensure a path				false

		1530						LN		59		21		false		        21  forward -- a path forward towards affordable,				false

		1531						LN		59		22		false		        22  reliable, and new clean energy development that also				false

		1532						LN		59		23		false		        23  protects and restores harvestable and abundant				false

		1533						LN		59		24		false		        24  salmon.				false

		1534						LN		59		25		false		        25            Fourth, the Bonneville Power				false

		1535						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1536						LN		60		1		false		         1  Administration, or BPA, must be held accountable for				false

		1537						LN		60		2		false		         2  reaching the goals set in the plan, meeting their				false

		1538						LN		60		3		false		         3  obligations to protect fisheries and honor treaties				false

		1539						LN		60		4		false		         4  with tribal nations.  We recommend adopting a 2035				false

		1540						LN		60		5		false		         5  timeline to keep BPA accountable in achieving the				false

		1541						LN		60		6		false		         6  five million salmon goal.				false

		1542						LN		60		7		false		         7            And finally, the plan should include				false

		1543						LN		60		8		false		         8  breaching the four lower Snake River dams as an				false

		1544						LN		60		9		false		         9  action for fish that must be considered and analyzed				false

		1545						LN		60		10		false		        10  in the next power plan.  Removing these four dams				false

		1546						LN		60		11		false		        11  and replacing their hydropower --				false

		1547						LN		60		12		false		        12            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining.				false

		1548						LN		60		13		false		        13            KIRSTEN KANE:  -- replacing their				false

		1549						LN		60		14		false		        14  hydropower with clean, renewable energy will have				false

		1550						LN		60		15		false		        15  the single largest impact for rebuilding the salmon				false

		1551						LN		60		16		false		        16  runs.				false

		1552						LN		60		17		false		        17            Thank you for the opportunity to provide				false

		1553						LN		60		18		false		        18  comments.				false

		1554						LN		60		19		false		        19            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Mr. Chairman.				false

		1555						LN		60		20		false		        20  Looking through the names online, Lauri Dayton, is				false

		1556						LN		60		21		false		        21  still connected.				false

		1557						LN		60		22		false		        22            Lauri, if you'd like to go ahead and try				false

		1558						LN		60		23		false		        23  and speak now, we could do that.				false

		1559						LN		60		24		false		        24            And the other folks are currently not				false

		1560						LN		60		25		false		        25  connected.				false
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		1562						LN		61		1		false		         1            Lauri Dayton, if you would unmute, we can				false

		1563						LN		61		2		false		         2  try again.				false

		1564						LN		61		3		false		         3            Okay.  She doesn't seem -- oh, wait.  She				false

		1565						LN		61		4		false		         4  just unmuted.  So let's see.				false

		1566						LN		61		5		false		         5            Lauri?  Lauri, again, you show unmuted on				false

		1567						LN		61		6		false		         6  our side.  So there might be something with your				false

		1568						LN		61		7		false		         7  local equipment that's meeting you, maybe a -- a				false

		1569						LN		61		8		false		         8  hard setting on your microphone or something like				false

		1570						LN		61		9		false		         9  that.				false

		1571						LN		61		10		false		        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Well, what do you think?				false

		1572						LN		61		11		false		        11  No Lauri?  And is anybody else connected?				false

		1573						LN		61		12		false		        12            CHAD MADRON:  None of the other names that				false

		1574						LN		61		13		false		        13  were on the list have connected at this time.				false

		1575						LN		61		14		false		        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		1576						LN		61		15		false		        15            CHAD MADRON:  And Lauri seems to be having				false

		1577						LN		61		16		false		        16  a technical issue on her end.				false

		1578						LN		61		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Well, I guess				false

		1579						LN		61		18		false		        18  we could take a break.  Should we do that?  Check				false

		1580						LN		61		19		false		        19  back in in a few?				false

		1581						LN		61		20		false		        20            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Hi, Mr. Chair.  This is				false

		1582						LN		61		21		false		        21  Patty.  Yeah, I think we do need to continue to				false

		1583						LN		61		22		false		        22  maintain the line until about 6:00.  As more people				false

		1584						LN		61		23		false		        23  will sign up, I think Chad will add names to the				false

		1585						LN		61		24		false		        24  list, and then we'll certainly notify people.  But a				false

		1586						LN		61		25		false		        25  break seems to make sense.				false

		1587						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1588						LN		62		1		false		         1            Just letting Brittany know we may take a				false

		1589						LN		62		2		false		         2  break.  And then if people show up, we'll gavel back				false

		1590						LN		62		3		false		         3  in and continue forward.  But we'll make sure you're				false

		1591						LN		62		4		false		         4  ready.				false

		1592						LN		62		5		false		         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  So let's do that.  Well,				false

		1593						LN		62		6		false		         6  how about if we took a break at 10 to?  Would that				false

		1594						LN		62		7		false		         7  work?  And then check back in?  Patty, does that				false

		1595						LN		62		8		false		         8  sound good?				false

		1596						LN		62		9		false		         9            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Yeah.				false

		1597						LN		62		10		false		        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		1598						LN		62		11		false		        11            PATTY O'TOOLE:  That sounds -- sounds				false

		1599						LN		62		12		false		        12  great.  Thank you.				false

		1600						LN		62		13		false		        13            CHAD MADRON:  Okay.				false

		1601						LN		62		14		false		        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Yeah, let's just do				false

		1602						LN		62		15		false		        15  that.  And camera's off then, everyone, for a bit.				false

		1603						LN		62		16		false		        16  We'll see you at 10 minutes to the hour.  Thanks.				false

		1604						LN		62		17		false		        17            CHAD MADRON:  All panelists, please mute				false

		1605						LN		62		18		false		        18  your mics and turn off your cameras.				false

		1606						LN		62		19		false		        19            Those attending, you can see on the screen				false

		1607						LN		62		20		false		        20  and on our website, their email				false

		1608						LN		62		21		false		        21  meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org to sign up to give				false

		1609						LN		62		22		false		        22  comment today.  And I'll add you to the list that we				false

		1610						LN		62		23		false		        23  show on the screen.  Thank you.				false

		1611						LN		62		24		false		        24            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)				false

		1612						LN		62		25		false		        25            PATTY O'TOOLE:  -- connect with you on				false

		1613						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1614						LN		63		1		false		         1  when he is ready.  He's probably still adding names.				false

		1615						LN		63		2		false		         2  All right.				false

		1616						LN		63		3		false		         3            CHAD MADRON:  Hello, Mr. Chairman.  Yes,				false

		1617						LN		63		4		false		         4  I've processed all the email that I have up to this				false

		1618						LN		63		5		false		         5  moment.  And the list is updated on the screen.  So				false

		1619						LN		63		6		false		         6  let me go ahead and find our next speaker.				false

		1620						LN		63		7		false		         7            If you want to go ahead to Mr. Gevock, we				false

		1621						LN		63		8		false		         8  can go there.				false

		1622						LN		63		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  That sounds good.				false

		1623						LN		63		10		false		        10            Nick, you're next.				false

		1624						LN		63		11		false		        11            NICK GEVOCK:  Thank you, Council Members				false

		1625						LN		63		12		false		        12  and Chair.  I'm -- I'm glad you got me on here.				false

		1626						LN		63		13		false		        13  Thanks for this opportunity.				false

		1627						LN		63		14		false		        14            My name is Nick Gevock.  I'm actually a				false

		1628						LN		63		15		false		        15  Montana sportsman, and just speaking for myself				false

		1629						LN		63		16		false		        16  today.				false

		1630						LN		63		17		false		        17            And I certainly spent a lot of time				false

		1631						LN		63		18		false		        18  recreating in the Columbia Basin and -- and as an				false

		1632						LN		63		19		false		        19  angler.  You know, a lot of what I wanted to say has				false

		1633						LN		63		20		false		        20  been said, but I do just want to express support for				false

		1634						LN		63		21		false		        21  a strong, robust salmon recovery.  Many of the				false

		1635						LN		63		22		false		        22  points that have been made elevating the spill over				false

		1636						LN		63		23		false		        23  the dams, incorporate those recommendations from				false

		1637						LN		63		24		false		        24  your tribal and state fish managers.				false

		1638						LN		63		25		false		        25            And -- and really get serious about				false
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		1640						LN		64		1		false		         1  achieving this five million fish goal.  And I can't				false

		1641						LN		64		2		false		         2  stress enough that, you know, what's -- what's				false

		1642						LN		64		3		false		         3  happening is not working.  It's time to get serious				false

		1643						LN		64		4		false		         4  about salmon recovery.  So certainly this Council				false

		1644						LN		64		5		false		         5  needs to include breaching of the lower Snake River				false

		1645						LN		64		6		false		         6  dams in the -- in the plan or at least looking at it				false

		1646						LN		64		7		false		         7  and taking a serious look at what it would do.				false

		1647						LN		64		8		false		         8            So anyway, I just wanted to express my				false

		1648						LN		64		9		false		         9  strong support for those measures.  And thank you				false

		1649						LN		64		10		false		        10  for the opportunity to speak.				false

		1650						LN		64		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Nick.  And thank				false

		1651						LN		64		12		false		        12  you.				false

		1652						LN		64		13		false		        13            All right.  Dave, you're up.				false

		1653						LN		64		14		false		        14            DAVE TEGELER:  Hello.  Can anybody hear				false

		1654						LN		64		15		false		        15  me?				false

		1655						LN		64		16		false		        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet we can.  Thank				false

		1656						LN		64		17		false		        17  you.				false

		1657						LN		64		18		false		        18            DAVE TEGELER:  Okay.  I thank you for this				false

		1658						LN		64		19		false		        19  forum.				false

		1659						LN		64		20		false		        20            I've -- I've just been kind of looking				false

		1660						LN		64		21		false		        21  from the outside-in at this whole effort over the				false

		1661						LN		64		22		false		        22  last couple of years.  And my comments are going to				false

		1662						LN		64		23		false		        23  be contrary to most of the people who have spoken				false

		1663						LN		64		24		false		        24  here.				false

		1664						LN		64		25		false		        25            I'm a licensed professional engineer in				false
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		1666						LN		65		1		false		         1  the state of Washington.  And one of the comments				false

		1667						LN		65		2		false		         2  that got my attention here a few minutes ago was				false

		1668						LN		65		3		false		         3  somebody was saying, "We can breach the dams and				false

		1669						LN		65		4		false		         4  replace the power with clean, reliable, renewable				false

		1670						LN		65		5		false		         5  energy."  Well, let me make a comment about that.				false

		1671						LN		65		6		false		         6  Except for hydropower, there is no clean and				false

		1672						LN		65		7		false		         7  reliable energy.				false

		1673						LN		65		8		false		         8            Windmills and solar panels are about as				false

		1674						LN		65		9		false		         9  dirty and expensive as you can get.  If you think of				false

		1675						LN		65		10		false		        10  -- of the mining that has to go on to produce the				false

		1676						LN		65		11		false		        11  solar panels or the horrible blight of the landscape				false

		1677						LN		65		12		false		        12  the windmills create, it's not an even trade at all.				false

		1678						LN		65		13		false		        13  And I'm a supporter of keeping the dams wherever				false

		1679						LN		65		14		false		        14  they are, even raising them if we can, but solve the				false

		1680						LN		65		15		false		        15  problem with fish ladders, if you have to.				false

		1681						LN		65		16		false		        16            But I do want to make a comment.  The --				false

		1682						LN		65		17		false		        17  the current cost in -- in terms of electrical bills				false

		1683						LN		65		18		false		        18  for everybody, when you equate it to a pound of				false

		1684						LN		65		19		false		        19  salmon you buy at the grocery store, which costs				false

		1685						LN		65		20		false		        20  about 10 to 12 bucks depending on the market, the				false

		1686						LN		65		21		false		        21  cost right now today of the regulation associated				false

		1687						LN		65		22		false		        22  with preserving the salmon we have, is anywhere from				false

		1688						LN		65		23		false		        23  $15 to $25 a pound.				false

		1689						LN		65		24		false		        24            And I -- I did a -- a search, and Grok AI				false

		1690						LN		65		25		false		        25  actually did quite an extensive report on it.  If				false
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		1692						LN		66		1		false		         1  you have an inclination, you ought to -- you ought				false

		1693						LN		66		2		false		         2  to search it yourself.  What is -- what is the				false

		1694						LN		66		3		false		         3  energy cost subsidy for a pound of salmon you buy at				false

		1695						LN		66		4		false		         4  the grocery store?  It's about twice what you're				false

		1696						LN		66		5		false		         5  paying for at the grocery store.				false

		1697						LN		66		6		false		         6            So any -- any fish ladders or anything of				false

		1698						LN		66		7		false		         7  that nature have to take into the account that you				false

		1699						LN		66		8		false		         8  are increasing a regulatory subsidy on the				false

		1700						LN		66		9		false		         9  production of salmon.				false

		1701						LN		66		10		false		        10            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		1702						LN		66		11		false		        11            DAVE TEGELER:  I think at least people in				false

		1703						LN		66		12		false		        12  my camp would say, "Well, how much is enough?"  But				false

		1704						LN		66		13		false		        13  I think we absolutely have to keep those reservoirs				false

		1705						LN		66		14		false		        14  as giant batteries on the power system and keep				false

		1706						LN		66		15		false		        15  those dams alive.				false

		1707						LN		66		16		false		        16            Thank you very much.				false

		1708						LN		66		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Dave.				false

		1709						LN		66		18		false		        18            Elizabeth, you're up.				false

		1710						LN		66		19		false		        19            ELIZABETH KERWIN:  Hi, my name is				false

		1711						LN		66		20		false		        20  Elizabeth Kerwin and I'm here to share why salmon				false

		1712						LN		66		21		false		        21  recovery and a strong Fish and Wildlife Program				false

		1713						LN		66		22		false		        22  matter to me.				false

		1714						LN		66		23		false		        23            I live in Whatcom County and I'm a rate				false

		1715						LN		66		24		false		        24  payer and utility customer of PSE.  I and many other				false

		1716						LN		66		25		false		        25  rate payers in our community want BPA and our				false
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		1718						LN		67		1		false		         1  utility companies to prioritize fish-friendly power				false

		1719						LN		67		2		false		         2  generation and sustainable, abundant salmon and				false

		1720						LN		67		3		false		         3  steelhead populations.  And, you know, I'm not that				false

		1721						LN		67		4		false		         4  technically adept at speaking, but I'm working hard				false

		1722						LN		67		5		false		         5  to understand all of this.				false

		1723						LN		67		6		false		         6            And one thing that's really clear to me is				false

		1724						LN		67		7		false		         7  that we have made some devastating choices related				false

		1725						LN		67		8		false		         8  to the environment.  And I have looked quite a bit				false

		1726						LN		67		9		false		         9  at information about the Lower Snake River Dam and				false

		1727						LN		67		10		false		        10  really believe that it needs to be removed as a				false

		1728						LN		67		11		false		        11  necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and				false

		1729						LN		67		12		false		        12  Wildlife Program.				false

		1730						LN		67		13		false		        13            And, you know, I heard someone -- an				false

		1731						LN		67		14		false		        14  impassioned younger speaker earlier in this call,				false

		1732						LN		67		15		false		        15  and I really appreciated what she spoke about how we				false

		1733						LN		67		16		false		        16  would look back 25 years from now at this moment in				false

		1734						LN		67		17		false		        17  time and what needs to happen in order to have an				false

		1735						LN		67		18		false		        18  environment that is livable for people who are much				false

		1736						LN		67		19		false		        19  younger than ourselves right now.				false

		1737						LN		67		20		false		        20            And I -- I really don't trust that the				false

		1738						LN		67		21		false		        21  desire for profit isn't winning out.  And, yeah, I				false

		1739						LN		67		22		false		        22  think that's a devastating reality, especially in				false

		1740						LN		67		23		false		        23  terms of the current administration and the				false

		1741						LN		67		24		false		        24  environmental protections that are being stripped				false

		1742						LN		67		25		false		        25  away.  And so my work actually as a forest protector				false
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		1744						LN		68		1		false		         1  up in Whatcom County is really focused on what can				false

		1745						LN		68		2		false		         2  we do more locally.  And the Northwest is my region.				false

		1746						LN		68		3		false		         3            And I really deeply hope that we can				false

		1747						LN		68		4		false		         4  consider what is going to be best for future				false

		1748						LN		68		5		false		         5  generations.  And the other part of this for me is				false

		1749						LN		68		6		false		         6  what's happened to the indigenous populations of				false

		1750						LN		68		7		false		         7  this country and of the state of Washington.  And				false

		1751						LN		68		8		false		         8  what do we owe in terms of the cultural implications				false

		1752						LN		68		9		false		         9  for -- I live near the -- the Nooksack people.  And				false

		1753						LN		68		10		false		        10  I think that that's such a huge consideration --				false

		1754						LN		68		11		false		        11            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		1755						LN		68		12		false		        12            ELIZABETH KERWIN:  -- that has been				false

		1756						LN		68		13		false		        13  underplayed.  And so, you know, my position is				false

		1757						LN		68		14		false		        14  clear.				false

		1758						LN		68		15		false		        15            And I thank you so much for being willing				false

		1759						LN		68		16		false		        16  to listen to individual citizens.				false

		1760						LN		68		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Elizabeth, and				false

		1761						LN		68		18		false		        18  thank you.				false

		1762						LN		68		19		false		        19            All right, next, Chris Wilke.				false

		1763						LN		68		20		false		        20            CHRIS WILKE:  Can everybody hear me?				false

		1764						LN		68		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  Thanks, Chris.				false

		1765						LN		68		22		false		        22            CHRIS WILKE:  Okay.  Great.  Thanks for				false

		1766						LN		68		23		false		        23  making space for this testimony.  It took me a while				false

		1767						LN		68		24		false		        24  to figure out how to get on the list.  I appreciate				false

		1768						LN		68		25		false		        25  it.				false
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		1770						LN		69		1		false		         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah.				false

		1771						LN		69		2		false		         2            CHRIS WILKE:  My name -- my name is Chris				false

		1772						LN		69		3		false		         3  Wilkie.				false

		1773						LN		69		4		false		         4            I'm the Executive Director at Center for				false

		1774						LN		69		5		false		         5  Environmental Law and Policy.  I'm also a rate				false

		1775						LN		69		6		false		         6  payer, a conservationist, a salmon and steelhead				false

		1776						LN		69		7		false		         7  fisherman.  I travel to the Columbia River Basin and				false

		1777						LN		69		8		false		         8  spend money in the communities there.				false

		1778						LN		69		9		false		         9            Salmon are not optional to our region.				false

		1779						LN		69		10		false		        10  They're a keystone species that connects our forest				false

		1780						LN		69		11		false		        11  to our resident orcas offshore.  They've been the				false

		1781						LN		69		12		false		        12  lifeblood of our rivers.  And for the Pacific				false

		1782						LN		69		13		false		        13  Northwest tribes since time immemorial.  These				false

		1783						LN		69		14		false		        14  rivers are now in life support.				false

		1784						LN		69		15		false		        15            While we may speak at times of momentary				false

		1785						LN		69		16		false		        16  abundance, we still see deadly high temperatures,				false

		1786						LN		69		17		false		        17  fish kills, predation problems associated with dams,				false

		1787						LN		69		18		false		        18  poor water quality.  The science shows that we have				false

		1788						LN		69		19		false		        19  some runs on the brink of extinction and others have				false

		1789						LN		69		20		false		        20  been lost entirely.  We truck fish around dams.  We				false

		1790						LN		69		21		false		        21  shoot them through water cannons on TV.				false

		1791						LN		69		22		false		        22            And when these stories come out, people				false

		1792						LN		69		23		false		        23  think we're solving the problem.  But are we?				false

		1793						LN		69		24		false		        24  Climate change is getting worse for our region.  And				false

		1794						LN		69		25		false		        25  we can expect drought conditions increasing in				false

		1795						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1796						LN		70		1		false		         1  frequency and intensity.  We can expect lower				false

		1797						LN		70		2		false		         2  snowpack.  And we can expect more demand from power				false

		1798						LN		70		3		false		         3  from data centers and a growing population.				false

		1799						LN		70		4		false		         4            We can also expect more habitat losses and				false

		1800						LN		70		5		false		         5  less marine survival for the salmon, which will mean				false

		1801						LN		70		6		false		         6  fewer fish returning.  And most of all, we can				false

		1802						LN		70		7		false		         7  expect warmer waters and less of it.  We have a				false

		1803						LN		70		8		false		         8  chance now to build resilience to restore salmon				false

		1804						LN		70		9		false		         9  runs to five million fish because they will get				false

		1805						LN		70		10		false		        10  knock -- knocked back again from climate change.				false

		1806						LN		70		11		false		        11            But if we strengthen this plan, we can				false

		1807						LN		70		12		false		        12  help give them a fighting chance.  And for this				false

		1808						LN		70		13		false		        13  reason, I'm urging the commission to include				false

		1809						LN		70		14		false		        14  elevated spill over the dams through August 31st to				false

		1810						LN		70		15		false		        15  protect the juvenile out-migrating salmon and				false

		1811						LN		70		16		false		        16  maintain biodiversity, to incorporate the				false

		1812						LN		70		17		false		        17  recommendations of tribal and state fisheries				false

		1813						LN		70		18		false		        18  managers, to adopt that 20-35 time frame for				false

		1814						LN		70		19		false		        19  achieving the five million fish goal, and to include				false

		1815						LN		70		20		false		        20  breaching the lower Snake River dams.				false

		1816						LN		70		21		false		        21            And here I'd like to take a moment to				false

		1817						LN		70		22		false		        22  address a comment that was made earlier about				false

		1818						LN		70		23		false		        23  windmills being dirty energy.  This is really a				false

		1819						LN		70		24		false		        24  false narrative that's put out as disinformation.				false

		1820						LN		70		25		false		        25  There's plenty of mining and extraction going on				false

		1821						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1822						LN		71		1		false		         1  with fossil fuels.  The legacy --				false

		1823						LN		71		2		false		         2            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		1824						LN		71		3		false		         3            CHRIS WILKE:  -- legacy of dams is -- is				false

		1825						LN		71		4		false		         4  dirty also.  There's methane emissions coming from				false

		1826						LN		71		5		false		         5  the dams, 1.8 million megawatt -- metric tons of CO2				false

		1827						LN		71		6		false		         6  equivalent coming just from the lower Snake River				false

		1828						LN		71		7		false		         7  dams every year.  You can look up the estimated of				false

		1829						LN		71		8		false		         8  greenhouse gas emissions from lower Snake River dams				false

		1830						LN		71		9		false		         9  and reservoirs using the All-Res tool for that				false

		1831						LN		71		10		false		        10  information.				false

		1832						LN		71		11		false		        11            So for this reason, I urge you to -- to				false

		1833						LN		71		12		false		        12  connect your plan with specific actions and				false

		1834						LN		71		13		false		        13  performance standards to ensure the recovery of				false

		1835						LN		71		14		false		        14  salmon.  Thank you.				false

		1836						LN		71		15		false		        15            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Chair Milburn.				false

		1837						LN		71		16		false		        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes.				false

		1838						LN		71		17		false		        17            CHAD MADRON:  Hey, so I see that --				false

		1839						LN		71		18		false		        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  I'm muted.				false

		1840						LN		71		19		false		        19            Chelsea, you're up.				false

		1841						LN		71		20		false		        20            Thank you, Chris.  Thank you.				false

		1842						LN		71		21		false		        21            Chelsea, you're up.				false

		1843						LN		71		22		false		        22            CHAD MADRON:  I see Chelsea is still not				false

		1844						LN		71		23		false		        23  connected.				false

		1845						LN		71		24		false		        24            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Let's -- let's				false

		1846						LN		71		25		false		        25  --				false

		1847						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1848						LN		72		1		false		         1            CHAD MADRON:  I was going to say Kaia				false

		1849						LN		72		2		false		         2  Olson has connected now.				false

		1850						LN		72		3		false		         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		1851						LN		72		4		false		         4            CHAD MADRON:  So we can jump down to her.				false

		1852						LN		72		5		false		         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia -- Kaia.  Let's go to				false

		1853						LN		72		6		false		         6  Kaia.				false

		1854						LN		72		7		false		         7            KAIA OLSON:  Hello.  Thank you.				false

		1855						LN		72		8		false		         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia, thank you.				false

		1856						LN		72		9		false		         9            KAIA OLSON:  Yes, thank you for being here				false

		1857						LN		72		10		false		        10  and hosting this public comment.				false

		1858						LN		72		11		false		        11            My name is Kaia Olson.  I am a student up				false

		1859						LN		72		12		false		        12  in Bellingham and a rate payer of Puget Sound				false

		1860						LN		72		13		false		        13  Energy.  And as a rate payer, I want reliable energy				false

		1861						LN		72		14		false		        14  year-round that also supports strong and sustainable				false

		1862						LN		72		15		false		        15  salmon populations.				false

		1863						LN		72		16		false		        16            I'd like to see BPA and local utilities				false

		1864						LN		72		17		false		        17  prioritize clean energy that reduces our region's				false

		1865						LN		72		18		false		        18  dependence on hydropower.  I'm deeply alarmed about				false

		1866						LN		72		19		false		        19  the crisis salmon and steelhead are facing across				false

		1867						LN		72		20		false		        20  the Columbia Basin, and I urge you to adopt a final				false

		1868						LN		72		21		false		        21  2026 Fish and Wildlife Program that helps achieve				false

		1869						LN		72		22		false		        22  the Council's legal obligations for the next 5 to 10				false

		1870						LN		72		23		false		        23  years and make actionable progress for salmon and				false

		1871						LN		72		24		false		        24  steelhead recovery.				false

		1872						LN		72		25		false		        25            To achieve the Council's five million fish				false

		1873						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1874						LN		73		1		false		         1  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations				false

		1875						LN		73		2		false		         2  by state and tribal fish managers throughout the				false

		1876						LN		73		3		false		         3  region to whom the Council must pay deference as				false

		1877						LN		73		4		false		         4  required by the Northwest Power Act.  Specifically,				false

		1878						LN		73		5		false		         5  the following three priorities.				false

		1879						LN		73		6		false		         6            The first being elevated spills of --				false

		1880						LN		73		7		false		         7  levels of spill through August 31st as a priority				false

		1881						LN		73		8		false		         8  hydropower operations measure.  Detailed and				false

		1882						LN		73		9		false		         9  explicit accountability measures, especially linked				false

		1883						LN		73		10		false		        10  to BPA's responsibility to achieve program goals.				false

		1884						LN		73		11		false		        11            And acknowledgement that lower Snake dam				false

		1885						LN		73		12		false		        12  removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026				false

		1886						LN		73		13		false		        13  Fish and Wildlife Program, and that would include an				false

		1887						LN		73		14		false		        14  analysis of dam breach scenario in the Ninth Power				false

		1888						LN		73		15		false		        15  Plan.  I just -- I really want to highlight that				false

		1889						LN		73		16		false		        16  salmon are the lifeblood of the Pacific Northwest,				false

		1890						LN		73		17		false		        17  and I cannot imagine a future without them.				false

		1891						LN		73		18		false		        18            I'm a young environmental science student,				false

		1892						LN		73		19		false		        19  and I -- you know, I cannot -- I can't imagine a				false

		1893						LN		73		20		false		        20  future without this keystone species that means so				false

		1894						LN		73		21		false		        21  much to our region economically and ecologically and				false

		1895						LN		73		22		false		        22  culturally.  So I urge you to adopt a plan that				false

		1896						LN		73		23		false		        23  ensures reliable energy without compromising salmon				false

		1897						LN		73		24		false		        24  and steelhead and all that they mean to us.				false

		1898						LN		73		25		false		        25            Thank you for your time.				false

		1899						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1900						LN		74		1		false		         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia, thank you.				false

		1901						LN		74		2		false		         2            All right.  Let's see.  Who do we want?				false

		1902						LN		74		3		false		         3  Who's on?  Who's connected?				false

		1903						LN		74		4		false		         4            CHAD MADRON:  Well, I see that Lauri				false

		1904						LN		74		5		false		         5  Dayton reconnected, so let me try --				false

		1905						LN		74		6		false		         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.				false

		1906						LN		74		7		false		         7            CHAD MADRON:  -- again allowing her to				false

		1907						LN		74		8		false		         8  talk, and perhaps she's fixed her equipment issue.				false

		1908						LN		74		9		false		         9            LAURI DAYTON:  Hello?				false

		1909						LN		74		10		false		        10            CHAD MADRON:  Hello.				false

		1910						LN		74		11		false		        11            LAURI DAYTON:  Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		1911						LN		74		12		false		        12            CHAD MADRON:  Yes, we can.				false

		1912						LN		74		13		false		        13            LAURI DAYTON:  Oh, finally.				false

		1913						LN		74		14		false		        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  There we go.  Thank you.				false

		1914						LN		74		15		false		        15            LAURI DAYTON:  Sorry about all that.				false

		1915						LN		74		16		false		        16            My name is Lauri Dayton, and I'm a				false

		1916						LN		74		17		false		        17  resident of Eastern Washington here, by profession				false

		1917						LN		74		18		false		        18  electrical engineering, have -- having worked at one				false

		1918						LN		74		19		false		        19  of them, Priest Rapids Dam.  Also an old Port of				false

		1919						LN		74		20		false		        20  Mattawa commissioner and an avid fisherman, and my				false

		1920						LN		74		21		false		        21  family -- extended family farms wheat in Colfax.				false

		1921						LN		74		22		false		        22            So I'm pretty interested in the lower				false

		1922						LN		74		23		false		        23  Snake River dams, but I want to look at a real				false

		1923						LN		74		24		false		        24  narrow topic of the temperature of the water in the				false

		1924						LN		74		25		false		        25  Snake River.  First-hand experience, I was fortunate				false

		1925						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1926						LN		75		1		false		         1  enough to have a trip up Hells Canyon to Pittsburgh				false

		1927						LN		75		2		false		         2  Landing right during the heat dome event, August				false

		1928						LN		75		3		false		         3  11th.  And surprisingly the fish finder said the				false

		1929						LN		75		4		false		         4  water was 74 degrees.				false

		1930						LN		75		5		false		         5            So I jumped in and sure enough, it didn't				false

		1931						LN		75		6		false		         6  freeze.  And so, I'm good to think, "Now, wait a				false

		1932						LN		75		7		false		         7  minute.  Salmon are supposedly biologically impacted				false

		1933						LN		75		8		false		         8  somewhere north of 68 degrees.  So if the inflow is				false

		1934						LN		75		9		false		         9  that warm, how can the Snake River dams be				false

		1935						LN		75		10		false		        10  responsible for heating the water up that much?"				false

		1936						LN		75		11		false		        11            Enter Dworshak Dam with the activity of				false

		1937						LN		75		12		false		        12  releasing cold water low from the reservoir in the				false

		1938						LN		75		13		false		        13  summer to compensate for temperatures, and you find				false

		1939						LN		75		14		false		        14  that the water coming in at Lewiston, or the water				false

		1940						LN		75		15		false		        15  in the system at Lewiston is somewhere around 66				false

		1941						LN		75		16		false		        16  degrees.				false

		1942						LN		75		17		false		        17            Now, my 74 degree temperature thing was				false

		1943						LN		75		18		false		        18  corroborated by the gauging station at Anatone,				false

		1944						LN		75		19		false		        19  which I have the data on, and I was able to graph				false

		1945						LN		75		20		false		        20  over that.  Yes, it's 24 degrees Celsius, whatever				false

		1946						LN		75		21		false		        21  that is.  And when it leaves Ice Harbor, it's on the				false

		1947						LN		75		22		false		        22  order of 22 degrees -- 21 to 22 degrees.  So that's				false

		1948						LN		75		23		false		        23  about five or six degrees.				false

		1949						LN		75		24		false		        24            Anyhow, which causes me to question the				false

		1950						LN		75		25		false		        25  foundation of the argument that the Snake River				false

		1951						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1952						LN		76		1		false		         1  dams, and Dworshak as a system, cause fish mortality				false

		1953						LN		76		2		false		         2  by raising the temperature too high.  And so, that				false

		1954						LN		76		3		false		         3  does reduce the arguments on --				false

		1955						LN		76		4		false		         4            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining.				false

		1956						LN		76		5		false		         5            LAURI DAYTON:  -- that does reduce the				false

		1957						LN		76		6		false		         6  arguments on that axis for removing the Snake River				false

		1958						LN		76		7		false		         7  dams, and I think what we need is some more				false

		1959						LN		76		8		false		         8  concentrated study because there's a lot of data out				false

		1960						LN		76		9		false		         9  there.				false

		1961						LN		76		10		false		        10            Anyhow, thanks for your time.  Take care.				false

		1962						LN		76		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, you bet, and thank				false

		1963						LN		76		12		false		        12  you.  Yeah, thanks for your input.  Appreciate it.				false

		1964						LN		76		13		false		        13            Okay.  We have three remaining.  Any of				false

		1965						LN		76		14		false		        14  them connected?  Chelsea, Yuan, Patricia, Andrew?				false

		1966						LN		76		15		false		        15            CHAD MADRON:  I do have one phone line				false

		1967						LN		76		16		false		        16  that just connected.  Let me make sure.				false

		1968						LN		76		17		false		        17            If this is the phone line that connected,				false

		1969						LN		76		18		false		        18  are you Chelsea, Patricia, or Andrew?  I'm going to				false

		1970						LN		76		19		false		        19  take that as a no.  And so, the other three names				false

		1971						LN		76		20		false		        20  have not connected yet.  No, sir.				false

		1972						LN		76		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.				false

		1973						LN		76		22		false		        22            Well, we are on the hook until 6:00 your				false

		1974						LN		76		23		false		        23  time, 7:00 my time.  So we can take another -- take				false

		1975						LN		76		24		false		        24  another break until 20 after, I suppose.  Do you				false

		1976						LN		76		25		false		        25  want to do that?				false

		1977						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1978						LN		77		1		false		         1            Patty, what do you think?				false

		1979						LN		77		2		false		         2            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Yeah, that sounds pretty				false

		1980						LN		77		3		false		         3  good.  I think a good 15 minutes.  And, Mr. Chair,				false

		1981						LN		77		4		false		         4  then if we need to, we can extend it again.  And I'm				false

		1982						LN		77		5		false		         5  sure Chad will keep watching email.				false

		1983						LN		77		6		false		         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  I'll do that.				false

		1984						LN		77		7		false		         7  I'll check the --				false

		1985						LN		77		8		false		         8            CHAD MADRON:  I did have someone just sign				false

		1986						LN		77		9		false		         9  up just now.  They are connected if you want to take				false

		1987						LN		77		10		false		        10  that caller.				false

		1988						LN		77		11		false		        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Yeah, go ahead.				false

		1989						LN		77		12		false		        12  Let's just do that right now.				false

		1990						LN		77		13		false		        13            CHAD MADRON:  It's Mr. Garrett Hylton or				false

		1991						LN		77		14		false		        14  Hilton.				false

		1992						LN		77		15		false		        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Go ahead.				false

		1993						LN		77		16		false		        16            GARRETT HYLTON:  Yeah, hello.  My name is				false

		1994						LN		77		17		false		        17  Garrett Hilton.  I work for Wells Rural Electric				false

		1995						LN		77		18		false		        18  Company in Northeastern Nevada.  We're a BPA all				false

		1996						LN		77		19		false		        19  requirements customer.				false

		1997						LN		77		20		false		        20            I just want to provide a little bit of				false

		1998						LN		77		21		false		        21  context for a -- a comment made about, you know,				false

		1999						LN		77		22		false		        22  methane gas releases at -- at dams.  The study that				false

		2000						LN		77		23		false		        23  that references most -- most frequently is a study				false

		2001						LN		77		24		false		        24  that takes a look at dams -- all dams worldwide.				false

		2002						LN		77		25		false		        25            In the United States, for example, less				false

		2003						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2004						LN		78		1		false		         1  than 3 percent of all dams are equipped with				false

		2005						LN		78		2		false		         2  hydroelectric capabilities.  Dams exist for all				false

		2006						LN		78		3		false		         3  kinds of reasons.  Also, there are a lot of				false

		2007						LN		78		4		false		         4  disparities in gas releases near the equator versus				false

		2008						LN		78		5		false		         5  gas releases as you get higher up into the Northern				false

		2009						LN		78		6		false		         6  Hemisphere.				false

		2010						LN		78		7		false		         7            And so, some of those numbers that we're				false

		2011						LN		78		8		false		         8  talking about are -- are fairly minimal when we're				false

		2012						LN		78		9		false		         9  talking about the Northwest dams and their impact on				false

		2013						LN		78		10		false		        10  -- on carbon release.  I do want to acknowledge this				false

		2014						LN		78		11		false		        11  is an incredibly difficult, complicated issue, and				false

		2015						LN		78		12		false		        12  multiple things can be true at once.  Certainly, we				false

		2016						LN		78		13		false		        13  -- we want healthy, abundant salmon runs.				false

		2017						LN		78		14		false		        14            We want to be honoring treaties with --				false

		2018						LN		78		15		false		        15  with Native American groups.  We also want to make				false

		2019						LN		78		16		false		        16  sure that our power grid is reliable in providing				false

		2020						LN		78		17		false		        17  energy to all of the -- the customers that we serve.				false

		2021						LN		78		18		false		        18  And, you know, the -- the bottom line here is, while				false

		2022						LN		78		19		false		        19  I certainly I'm sympathetic to the desire for				false

		2023						LN		78		20		false		        20  investing in green, reliable energy, the fact				false

		2024						LN		78		21		false		        21  remains that wind is not a dispatchable form of				false

		2025						LN		78		22		false		        22  generation.				false

		2026						LN		78		23		false		        23            Solar power is not a dispatchable form of				false

		2027						LN		78		24		false		        24  generation.  So your alternatives to a baseload				false

		2028						LN		78		25		false		        25  resource like hydro are -- are fairly limited.  And				false

		2029						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2030						LN		79		1		false		         1  so, this is certainly not an easy, straightforward,				false

		2031						LN		79		2		false		         2  simple solution to adhere and -- and solve all of				false

		2032						LN		79		3		false		         3  these problems.				false

		2033						LN		79		4		false		         4            Thank you for your commitment to trying to				false

		2034						LN		79		5		false		         5  solve all of these problems and taking these things				false

		2035						LN		79		6		false		         6  into account, and for your time today.				false

		2036						LN		79		7		false		         7            CHAIR MILBURN:  And, Garrett, thank you				false

		2037						LN		79		8		false		         8  for your -- for your words.  Appreciate it.				false

		2038						LN		79		9		false		         9            All right.  Anyone else connected since				false

		2039						LN		79		10		false		        10  that, the last one?  All right.				false

		2040						LN		79		11		false		        11            CHAD MADRON:  No.				false

		2041						LN		79		12		false		        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Let's just -- let's				false

		2042						LN		79		13		false		        13  just come back --				false

		2043						LN		79		14		false		        14            PATTY O'TOOLE:  May I suggest, yeah, maybe				false

		2044						LN		79		15		false		        15  till 5:30, and then we'll see if anyone else has				false

		2045						LN		79		16		false		        16  come back.				false

		2046						LN		79		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  6:30?  Okay.				false

		2047						LN		79		18		false		        18            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Or yeah -- or sorry, 5:30.				false

		2048						LN		79		19		false		        19  Yeah, 6:30 your time.				false

		2049						LN		79		20		false		        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  You mean 5:30.  Yeah, 6:30				false

		2050						LN		79		21		false		        21  my time.  5:30?  Okay.				false

		2051						LN		79		22		false		        22            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Okay.  Okay.				false

		2052						LN		79		23		false		        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Let's just do that.  Check				false

		2053						LN		79		24		false		        24  back in then.  Thanks.				false

		2054						LN		79		25		false		        25            Camera's off.  Audio off.				false

		2055						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2056						LN		80		1		false		         1            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)				false

		2057						LN		80		2		false		         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  There's Patty, there's				false

		2058						LN		80		3		false		         3  Brittany, there's Les, there's Chad.  Let's go ahead				false

		2059						LN		80		4		false		         4  and get going again.  If anyone has figured out how				false

		2060						LN		80		5		false		         5  to connect, I guess.				false

		2061						LN		80		6		false		         6            CHAD MADRON:  Hi, everyone.  Yeah, the				false

		2062						LN		80		7		false		         7  three names that had signed up ahead of the meeting				false

		2063						LN		80		8		false		         8  still have not connected.				false

		2064						LN		80		9		false		         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		2065						LN		80		10		false		        10            CHAD MADRON:  And we've had no new sign-				false

		2066						LN		80		11		false		        11  ups.				false

		2067						LN		80		12		false		        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Right.				false

		2068						LN		80		13		false		        13            CHAD MADRON:  So there's nothing to report				false

		2069						LN		80		14		false		        14  at this time.				false

		2070						LN		80		15		false		        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Well, I guess what				false

		2071						LN		80		16		false		        16  do we do?				false

		2072						LN		80		17		false		        17            PATTY O'TOOLE:  So, Mr. Chair, at this				false

		2073						LN		80		18		false		        18  point, I think it's -- we're sort of obligated to				false

		2074						LN		80		19		false		        19  make sure someone remains available and --				false

		2075						LN		80		20		false		        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah.				false

		2076						LN		80		21		false		        21            PATTY O'TOOLE:  -- the court reporter				false

		2077						LN		80		22		false		        22  remain available for the full time, Mr. Chair.  But				false

		2078						LN		80		23		false		        23  if -- if you want to assign staff or a -- or just				false

		2079						LN		80		24		false		        24  yourself and release others, it's kind of up to you				false

		2080						LN		80		25		false		        25  at this point.  It's possible that someone could pop				false

		2081						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2082						LN		81		1		false		         1  in before 6:00.				false

		2083						LN		81		2		false		         2            Another option is just to take another 15-				false

		2084						LN		81		3		false		         3  minute break, come back, check in, just do that one				false

		2085						LN		81		4		false		         4  or two more times.  Or you can release -- release				false

		2086						LN		81		5		false		         5  folks and we'll just make sure someone does stay				false

		2087						LN		81		6		false		         6  around to be able to capture anything that might				false

		2088						LN		81		7		false		         7  come in.  It's up to you, Mr. Chair.				false

		2089						LN		81		8		false		         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  Let's -- let's -- I doubt				false

		2090						LN		81		9		false		         9  anybody's going to sign up.  For any of the council				false

		2091						LN		81		10		false		        10  members or anyone except Brittany, I guess you,				false

		2092						LN		81		11		false		        11  Patty, and me, go ahead and go if you'd like, but				false

		2093						LN		81		12		false		        12  we're -- we're going to -- let's take another break				false

		2094						LN		81		13		false		        13  though.  And at a quarter to, we'll check back in.				false

		2095						LN		81		14		false		        14  In the meantime, anybody wants to leave, go ahead				false

		2096						LN		81		15		false		        15  and go.  So we'll --				false

		2097						LN		81		16		false		        16            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Thank you.				false

		2098						LN		81		17		false		        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- we'll handle it.  So,				false

		2099						LN		81		18		false		        18  okay.  So let's check back in at your 5:45 time,				false

		2100						LN		81		19		false		        19  Patty and Brittany, if we could, and anyone else				false

		2101						LN		81		20		false		        20  that wants to stick around, but let's do that.  And				false

		2102						LN		81		21		false		        21  then we'll make a decision from there, whether to				false

		2103						LN		81		22		false		        22  just assign one or two people to stick around.				false

		2104						LN		81		23		false		        23            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr.				false

		2105						LN		81		24		false		        24  Chair.				false

		2106						LN		81		25		false		        25            ED SCHRIEVER:  And I'm going to jump off.				false

		2107						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2108						LN		82		1		false		         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Good.				false

		2109						LN		82		2		false		         2            ED SCHRIEVER:  It's Ed.  Good night.				false

		2110						LN		82		3		false		         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  See you, Ed.  Thank you.				false

		2111						LN		82		4		false		         4            ED SCHRIEVER:  Okay.				false

		2112						LN		82		5		false		         5            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)				false

		2113						LN		82		6		false		         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Looks like only the same				false

		2114						LN		82		7		false		         7  three.				false

		2115						LN		82		8		false		         8            CHAD MADRON:  Actually, Mr. Chairman,				false

		2116						LN		82		9		false		         9  we've added three new names.  So --				false

		2117						LN		82		10		false		        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, we do.  Oh, there we				false

		2118						LN		82		11		false		        11  are.				false

		2119						LN		82		12		false		        12            CHAD MADRON:  Emme here.  Yeah.  The other				false

		2120						LN		82		13		false		        13  three still not connected, but we have three new				false

		2121						LN		82		14		false		        14  names.  One is not quite connected yet, but I did				false

		2122						LN		82		15		false		        15  get an email from her.  So I'm hoping she'll connect				false

		2123						LN		82		16		false		        16  shortly.				false

		2124						LN		82		17		false		        17            Oh, there she is.  So yeah, the three				false

		2125						LN		82		18		false		        18  folks starting with Emmy (sic) and Jan and Bea have				false

		2126						LN		82		19		false		        19  all connected and we can work through those names				false

		2127						LN		82		20		false		        20  when you're ready.				false

		2128						LN		82		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Sounds good.				false

		2129						LN		82		22		false		        22            Emmy, let's go ahead with you.  Thanks.				false

		2130						LN		82		23		false		        23            EMME ROUTON:  Hey there, how's it going?				false

		2131						LN		82		24		false		        24  It's Emme, but it's confusing to everyone.				false

		2132						LN		82		25		false		        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  Emme?				false

		2133						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2134						LN		83		1		false		         1            EMME ROUTON:  Yes.				false

		2135						LN		83		2		false		         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Emme.  Okay.				false

		2136						LN		83		3		false		         3            EMME ROUTON:  Yeah, I just want to thank				false

		2137						LN		83		4		false		         4  you guys for taking the time out of your days to --				false

		2138						LN		83		5		false		         5  to do this.				false

		2139						LN		83		6		false		         6            Just want to say, yeah, salmon are the --				false

		2140						LN		83		7		false		         7  the ecological bedrock of -- of this place and this				false

		2141						LN		83		8		false		         8  land.  And I think need to be prioritized in -- in				false

		2142						LN		83		9		false		         9  all decisions because we can figure out solutions to				false

		2143						LN		83		10		false		        10  power generation, but it's pretty hard to bring back				false

		2144						LN		83		11		false		        11  -- bring back the salmon.				false

		2145						LN		83		12		false		        12            Yeah, food chain collapse, everything,				false

		2146						LN		83		13		false		        13  forest collapse, all the things that come downstream				false

		2147						LN		83		14		false		        14  of losing salmon.  They are -- they are integral to				false

		2148						LN		83		15		false		        15  the system.  And so anything we can do to prioritize				false

		2149						LN		83		16		false		        16  their well-being, prioritizes the well-being of this				false

		2150						LN		83		17		false		        17  land and its peoples.				false

		2151						LN		83		18		false		        18            Yeah, so just want to say that.  Really				false

		2152						LN		83		19		false		        19  appreciate you guys --				false

		2153						LN		83		20		false		        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you.				false

		2154						LN		83		21		false		        21            EMME ROUTON:  -- yeah, allowing --				false

		2155						LN		83		22		false		        22  allowing more spill through August would be great.				false

		2156						LN		83		23		false		        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Emme.				false

		2157						LN		83		24		false		        24  Appreciate it.				false

		2158						LN		83		25		false		        25            EMME ROUTON:  Yeah.  All right.  Take				false

		2159						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2160						LN		84		1		false		         1  care.				false

		2161						LN		84		2		false		         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Yeah.  Thanks.				false

		2162						LN		84		3		false		         3            CHAD MADRON:  Thanks, Emme.				false

		2163						LN		84		4		false		         4            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right, Jan.				false

		2164						LN		84		5		false		         5            Is Jan on -- Conitz?				false

		2165						LN		84		6		false		         6            JAN CONITZ:  Yeah.				false

		2166						LN		84		7		false		         7            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, Jan.  Thanks.				false

		2167						LN		84		8		false		         8            CHAD MADRON:  Jan, you have the ability --				false

		2168						LN		84		9		false		         9  there you go.  I see you unmuted.				false

		2169						LN		84		10		false		        10            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Hello.  Oh-oh.  I've				false

		2170						LN		84		11		false		        11  got a bad echo.				false

		2171						LN		84		12		false		        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, yeah.				false

		2172						LN		84		13		false		        13            JAN CONITZ:  Let me make sure -- I'm				false

		2173						LN		84		14		false		        14  sorry.  Are you getting an echo?				false

		2174						LN		84		15		false		        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, we are.  We can come				false

		2175						LN		84		16		false		        16  back to you, if you would like.  And we --				false

		2176						LN		84		17		false		        17            JAN CONITZ:  Let me try moving to a				false

		2177						LN		84		18		false		        18  different location in the house.				false

		2178						LN		84		19		false		        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.				false

		2179						LN		84		20		false		        20            JAN CONITZ:  How about this?				false

		2180						LN		84		21		false		        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  A little better maybe.				false

		2181						LN		84		22		false		        22  Try it again.				false

		2182						LN		84		23		false		        23            JAN CONITZ:  How about now?				false

		2183						LN		84		24		false		        24            CHAIR MILBURN:  It's a little better.				false

		2184						LN		84		25		false		        25            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.				false

		2185						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2186						LN		85		1		false		         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  I think -- I think it's				false

		2187						LN		85		2		false		         2  okay.  Why don't you go ahead.  Let's try it.				false

		2188						LN		85		3		false		         3            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Sorry about that.				false

		2189						LN		85		4		false		         4            Okay.  My name is Jan Conitz.  I grew up				false

		2190						LN		85		5		false		         5  and graduated from high school in Moscow, Idaho.  I				false

		2191						LN		85		6		false		         6  attended the University of Washington with a biology				false

		2192						LN		85		7		false		         7  degree.  And ever since I have lived in Alaska, I				false

		2193						LN		85		8		false		         8  got a master's degree from the University of Alaska				false

		2194						LN		85		9		false		         9  in fisheries.				false

		2195						LN		85		10		false		        10            I fish commercially for salmon in				false

		2196						LN		85		11		false		        11  Southeast Alaska.  And I worked as a research				false

		2197						LN		85		12		false		        12  fisheries biologist with the Alaska Department of				false

		2198						LN		85		13		false		        13  Fish and Game and US Fish and Wildlife Service for				false

		2199						LN		85		14		false		        14  about 20 years in Southeast Alaska and in the --				false

		2200						LN		85		15		false		        15            THE REPORTER:  The echo is throwing me				false

		2201						LN		85		16		false		        16  off.  The last sentence, please.				false

		2202						LN		85		17		false		        17            JAN CONITZ:  Pardon?				false

		2203						LN		85		18		false		        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah.  Would you -- would				false

		2204						LN		85		19		false		        19  you repeat your last sentence there?  We'll try it a				false

		2205						LN		85		20		false		        20  little bit longer and see if we can do this.  We're				false

		2206						LN		85		21		false		        21  still getting an echo.  Repeat your last sentence.				false

		2207						LN		85		22		false		        22  We've got a recorder -- clerk recorder type here				false

		2208						LN		85		23		false		        23  taking notes.				false

		2209						LN		85		24		false		        24            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Let me just try				false

		2210						LN		85		25		false		        25  something.  I think I might have a duplicate Zoom				false

		2211						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2212						LN		86		1		false		         1  session.				false

		2213						LN		86		2		false		         2            CHAD MADRON:  You did seem to have a				false

		2214						LN		86		3		false		         3  duplicate Zoom session.  Jan, do you want to try				false

		2215						LN		86		4		false		         4  again?				false

		2216						LN		86		5		false		         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, Jan, are you there?				false

		2217						LN		86		6		false		         6  Still showing on.				false

		2218						LN		86		7		false		         7            CHAD MADRON:  Jan, I show you unmuted on				false

		2219						LN		86		8		false		         8  your side, but unfortunately, we can't hear you				false

		2220						LN		86		9		false		         9  anymore.				false

		2221						LN		86		10		false		        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  You know what?  Let's go				false

		2222						LN		86		11		false		        11  to the next one.  Maybe she can figure it out --				false

		2223						LN		86		12		false		        12            CHAD MADRON:  Okay.				false

		2224						LN		86		13		false		        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- in the meantime.				false

		2225						LN		86		14		false		        14            Is that -- is it Bea, Bay?				false

		2226						LN		86		15		false		        15            BEA BAGLEY:  It's Bea.  Hi.				false

		2227						LN		86		16		false		        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Bea, hi.  Hi, thanks for				false

		2228						LN		86		17		false		        17  --				false

		2229						LN		86		18		false		        18            BEA BAGLEY:  Hi, thank you.				false

		2230						LN		86		19		false		        19            I'm a student.  I live in Bellingham.				false

		2231						LN		86		20		false		        20  Thanks for staying in the meeting for this like				false

		2232						LN		86		21		false		        21  little last minute comment.  I'll be quick.				false

		2233						LN		86		22		false		        22            I just wanted to remind you, the Council,				false

		2234						LN		86		23		false		        23  of your legal obligation to protect and enhance all				false

		2235						LN		86		24		false		        24  fisheries impacted by the hydropower system.  And a				false

		2236						LN		86		25		false		        25  great way to do that would be elevated spill over				false

		2237						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2238						LN		87		1		false		         1  the dams to the end of August to protect the out				false

		2239						LN		87		2		false		         2  migrating juvenile salmon and steelhead.				false

		2240						LN		87		3		false		         3            And I just want to remind everyone again				false

		2241						LN		87		4		false		         4  that in the long-term, the only way to get to the				false

		2242						LN		87		5		false		         5  Council's proposed goal of five million fish is by				false

		2243						LN		87		6		false		         6  breaching the lower Snake River dams.  This is				false

		2244						LN		87		7		false		         7  pretty important to me.				false

		2245						LN		87		8		false		         8            I'm from the Pacific Northwest.  I want to				false

		2246						LN		87		9		false		         9  continue living here and the salmon are important				false

		2247						LN		87		10		false		        10  for our tribes and our ecological and economic				false

		2248						LN		87		11		false		        11  wellbeing.  That's all I got.				false

		2249						LN		87		12		false		        12            Thank you.				false

		2250						LN		87		13		false		        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes, thank you.				false

		2251						LN		87		14		false		        14            Okay.  Back to Jan.  Any luck there?  Jan,				false

		2252						LN		87		15		false		        15  can you hear us?				false
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         1      TRANSCRIPT OF DRAFT 2026 COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN 


         2                FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAM 


         3                         MEETING 


         4                         HELD ON 


         5               TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2026 


         6                        3:30 P.M. 


         7   


         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  Welcome you all today that 


         9  are online here listening and also those that are -- 


        10  are presenting or testifying before us.  Appreciate 


        11  that a lot. 


        12            If I didn't, I'll call the meeting to 


        13  order.  And this is the public hearing for the -- 


        14  our Council's Draft 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish 


        15  and Wildlife Program.  And a very important part of 


        16  -- of -- of our -- of our program is this part of 


        17  it, the public input.  So we really appreciate you 


        18  being here, listening in, or testifying. 


        19            Anyone wishing to provide public comment 


        20  should have signed in online.  If you decide during 


        21  the hearing that you would like to give comment, do 


        22  so in this meeting organizer at 


        23  northwestcouncil.org.  When the time comes to hear 


        24  your comments, I will call your name to testify in 


        25  the order in which you signed up. �
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         1            And we will have a list on the -- on your 


         2  screen of everybody that signed up, and we'll do 


         3  that in order.  I'll give everyone three minutes.  


         4  There will be a timer, so you can time -- help 


         5  monitor that yourself.  And if it gets a little 


         6  close to three minutes, we'll give you a reminder 


         7  that your time is -- is winding down. 


         8            So first order of business is that I do 


         9  have a statement that I have to read. 


        10            Under the Northwest Power Act, the 


        11  Northwest Power and Conservation Council adopts and 


        12  periodically amends a program to protect, mitigate, 


        13  and enhance fish and wildlife facilities on the 


        14  Columbia River Tributary. 


        15            Hold on.  It says my battery's getting 


        16  low.  That's not good.  And it's plugged in.  Be 


        17  prepared.  We will get this -- change cords here.  


        18  All right.  See where I'm at. 


        19            Council's in the process of amending this 


        20  Fish and Wildlife Program in a formal amendment 


        21  process under the act.  We recently released a draft 


        22  of the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  The 


        23  Council's now at the stage of the amendment process 


        24  where we are receiving public comment on that Draft 


        25  Fish and Wildlife Program.  The formal comment �
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         1  period extends until March 2nd, 2026.  The Council 


         2  is conducting public hearings like this one to 


         3  receive oral comments on the draft. 


         4            We have a court reporter in attendance to 


         5  record your comments.  The transcript of this 


         6  hearing will be circulated to all council members 


         7  and staff and will be included in the administrative 


         8  record for this program amendment process. 


         9            The Council is also accepting written 


        10  comments on the Draft Fish and Wildlife Program 


        11  until March 2nd, 2026.  Instructions for how to 


        12  comment in writing are on the Council's website.  


        13  The Council will consider all the oral and written 


        14  comments on the Draft Program when making a final 


        15  decision on the 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program.  The 


        16  Council is expecting to make a decision on the final 


        17  program in May of this year. 


        18            We will run the meeting, I think it's 


        19  until 6 o'clock, that specific time.  And make sure 


        20  you sign-in, if you haven't, you'd like to say 


        21  something and Kym is going to give us -- 


        22            CHAD MADRON:  Kym, I think Member Milburn 


        23  may have been kicked off the -- he might need to 


        24  reconnect his computer.  I do have the presentation 


        25  ready for you though. �
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         1            KYM BUZDYGON:  Fantastic.  Well, I will do 


         2  that and we will work on getting turn over and back 


         3  online.  I also just want to take one quick second 


         4  and doublecheck. 


         5            Brittany, if you're the court reporter, do 


         6  you mind just coming up for a second, letting us 


         7  know you're here and ready. 


         8            THE REPORTER:  I'm present.  Thank you.  


         9  I'm present.  Thank you. 


        10            KYM BUZDYGON:  Great.  Thank you so much. 


        11            All right.  Well, good afternoon, 


        12  everyone.  Welcome to this public hearing on the 


        13  Northwest Power and Conservation Council's Draft 


        14  2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        15            My name is Kym Buzdygon.  I'm the 


        16  Council's director of public affairs, and I'm going 


        17  to give a short presentation on the Council and the 


        18  Fish and Wildlife Program and then we will open it 


        19  up for public comment. 


        20            Next slide please. 


        21            So who we are.  The Council was created by 


        22  Congress under the Northwest Power Act of 1980 to 


        23  give the Pacific Northwest a greater voice in power 


        24  planning and protecting fish and wildlife.  The 


        25  Council is an interstate compact agency representing �
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         1  the basin states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and 


         2  Washington.  The governor of each state appoints two 


         3  members. 


         4            The Northwest Power Act requires the 


         5  Council to develop, with public participation, a 


         6  regional power plan and a Fish and Wildlife Program.  


         7  Federal agencies, including Bonneville Power 


         8  Administration, the Bureau of Reclamation, the Army 


         9  Corps of Engineers, and the Federal Energy 


        10  Regulatory Commission all have legal 


        11  responsibilities under the act. 


        12            Next slide, please.  So first, I'll 


        13  briefly touch on our role in power planning. 


        14            The Council must develop a 20-year 


        15  regional power plan to ensure an adequate, 


        16  efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for 


        17  the Pacific Northwest.  The Council considers how 


        18  much energy the region will need and what resources 


        19  are available to meet that need, beginning with 


        20  energy efficiency. 


        21            The Council's power plan -- Council's 


        22  power plan guides Bonneville Power Administration's 


        23  acquisition of cost-effective resources.  It also 


        24  serves as an important technical resource for the 


        25  region.  The power plan is reviewed and revised �
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         1  every five years.  The draft of the next power plan, 


         2  called the Ninth Power Plan, is expected mid-2026. 


         3            As with the Fish and Wildlife Program, 


         4  there will be multiple opportunities for public 


         5  comment on the power plan, and we hope to hear from 


         6  you. 


         7            Next slide, please. 


         8            So the Council's Fish and Wildlife Program 


         9  is updated about every five years, based primarily 


        10  on the recommendations from state and federal fish 


        11  and wildlife agencies and tribes, along with other 


        12  partners, as directed by the Northwest Power Act. 


        13            The Fish and Wildlife Program is intended 


        14  to protect, mitigate, and enhance all fish and 


        15  wildlife impacted by the hydropower system.  It 


        16  includes on-site mitigation measures at the dams, 


        17  like changes to flow and passage, and off-site 


        18  mitigation measures like habitat restoration and 


        19  artificial production. 


        20            Next slide, please. 


        21            The Council's Fish and Wildlife Program 


        22  has been in place for over 40 years.  It is one of 


        23  the largest mitigation efforts in the world, 


        24  covering an area roughly the size of France.  It has 


        25  grown and evolved over time, based on the best �
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         1  available science, and while progress is evident, 


         2  the Council recognizes that more work remains to be 


         3  done. 


         4            Next slide please. 


         5            Over the 40-year life of the program, 


         6  there have been significant accomplishments.  


         7  Changes to how the hydro system operates, as well as 


         8  improved passage at the dams, has benefited both 


         9  adult and juvenile migration.  Habitat work has 


        10  protected, restored, or improved hundreds of 


        11  thousands of acres of land across the region. 


        12            The Columbia Basin Water Transaction 


        13  Program has collaborated with willing landowners and 


        14  irrigation districts to keep water in streams when 


        15  fish need it most.  Artificial production programs 


        16  support both conservation and harvest objectives.  


        17  Over 1,800 fish screens have been installed and 


        18  maintained to keep fish out of irrigation systems, 


        19  and that's just to name a few accomplishments. 


        20            Next slide, please.  So next I'll talk 


        21  about how the Fish and Wildlife Program gets 


        22  updated. 


        23            So there are many steps that we have to 


        24  take to amend the Fish and Wildlife Program, 


        25  beginning with the call for recommendations that �
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         1  went out to the region in January 2025 and the 


         2  subsequent public comment period.  We released the 


         3  Draft Program in December of 2025, and we are now 


         4  accepting comments on that draft until March 2nd.  


         5  The Council's goal is to release a final Fish and 


         6  Wildlife Program in May of 2026. 


         7            We received hundreds of recommendations 


         8  and thousands of comments during this amendment 


         9  process, and the Council has considered them 


        10  carefully over the last six months.  Over the course 


        11  of this review, some topics seem to be of particular 


        12  urgency or importance to the region. 


        13            Priorities identified for the Draft 


        14  Program include making sure that assets and projects 


        15  have the funding they need to continue to function 


        16  and benefit fish, having consistent and stable hydro 


        17  operations over a longer period of time that keeps 


        18  water moving, increases velocities, and minimizes 


        19  fluctuations, assessing and managing predation in 


        20  the areas most likely to increase salmon and 


        21  steelhead survival, and continuing the crucial 


        22  habitat work that is the cornerstone of the 


        23  Council's Fish and Wildlife Program. 


        24            The Council is also placing particular 


        25  emphasis at this time on coordinating with other �
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         1  relevant agencies to identify sources of non-repair 


         2  funding. 


         3            Next slide, please.  Now to get to a 


         4  little housekeeping. 


         5            So as the chair mentioned, the list of 


         6  people who signed up to comment will be displayed on 


         7  the screen.  Chair Milburn will call your name, and 


         8  you'll be able to unmute and make your comment at 


         9  that time.  You will not be able to turn on your 


        10  camera. 


        11            Each person is getting three minutes for 


        12  comment.  A timer will be displayed in the corner of 


        13  the screen, and you'll also hear someone chime in at 


        14  30 seconds, letting you know when it's almost time 


        15  to wrap up. 


        16            Please be courteous to council members, 


        17  staff, and others.  Please note that your comments 


        18  will become part of the official record.  And please 


        19  note that you can also submit comments online.  So 


        20  you can go to nwcouncil.org/amend, and that'll guide 


        21  you through the online process. 


        22            All right.  Last slide, please. 


        23            So now we want to hear from you.  One 


        24  quick reminder, just to clearly state your name and 


        25  organization if you're affiliated with one before �
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         1  you start your comments.  That just helps our court 


         2  reporter with her transcript. 


         3            And that is all I have for now.  So I 


         4  think if we can pop up that list of folks, then we 


         5  can get started. 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, Kym. 


         7            KYM BUZDYGON:  So back to you, Chair 


         8  Milburn.  Thank you. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Thank you. 


        10            I'm back with you, at least until the next 


        11  blackout.  I'm going to start first with introducing 


        12  our council members that are online. 


        13            And, Member Hoffmann, let's start with 


        14  you. 


        15            MARGARET HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  


        16  My name is Margi Hoffmann.  I am a council member 


        17  from the great state of Oregon.  Happy to be here.  


        18  Thank you. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  I don't see 


        20  who else is on.  Just go down the line here for 


        21  other council members on. 


        22            KC GOLDEN:  Hi, this is -- 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Go ahead, KC. 


        24            KC GOLDEN:  -- KC Golden from Washington.  


        25  Washington Council Member.  Thanks for coming out �
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         1  and giving us your guidance. 


         2            CHARLES SAMS:  Hey, everyone.  Chuck Sams, 


         3  Oregon's Council Member partnered with Margi.  Thank 


         4  you for being here today. 


         5            THOMAS PURCE:  Hi, I'm Les Purce.  I'm a 


         6  Washington Council Member.  It's nice to be here to 


         7  hear your comments this afternoon. 


         8            ED SCHRIEVER:  Good afternoon, Ed 


         9  Schriever, Council Member from Idaho.  Pleasure to 


        10  have you all commenting today. 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Anyone else?  


        12  I think that's it.  Thank you, Council Members, for 


        13  being here too.  We're going to start right off -- 


        14            DOUGLAS GROB:  Doug Grob from Montana, 


        15  Council Member. 


        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, Doug, you're on.  


        17  Yeah. 


        18            DOUGLAS GROB:  Yes.  I got blocked off 


        19  when I started there, but I'm here.  Doug Grob, 


        20  Montana.  Thank you. 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you. 


        22            All right.  Thank you, all.  Let's get 


        23  rolling here. 


        24            And, Rob Cole, you're the first one up.  


        25  Thank you for joining us. �
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         1            ROB COLE:  Hi, thank you for having me. 


         2            I'm Rob Cole from Valley Ford, Washington.  


         3  Raised in Willamette Valley and spent most of my 


         4  life in Eastern Washington. 


         5            First, thank you for all that you're 


         6  doing.  I appreciate all the work, reviewing the 


         7  studies and the projections.  And I wish I could 


         8  project that 20 years.  And I do appreciate that 


         9  you're taking the task on. 


        10            Probably my biggest concern is growing up, 


        11  now hitting retirement age, and just keeping an eye 


        12  on affordability for my own little universe here and 


        13  my bills, seeing that the -- you know, the prices 


        14  seem to be rising faster than the national rate, and 


        15  I noticed where Washington used to rank at some of 


        16  the lowest energy costs. 


        17            So that would be one of my major concerns.  


        18  And plus, you know, we've got -- we're going to have 


        19  some huge demand with data centers.  That's a 


        20  concern to me, where I would hope that they are 


        21  heavily accountable in making up their share of 


        22  prices and costs, rather, of energy.  Other than 


        23  that, predator management, I think it needs to be 


        24  handled a little more aggressive with the -- 


        25  preserving the salmon. �
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         1            And I thank you.  That's what I have.  


         2  Appreciate it. 


         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  And, Rob, thank you. 


         4            Next, we have Glen Spain.  Thanks, Glen. 


         5            GLEN SPAIN:  Afternoon, Members of the 


         6  Council and Staff.  My name is Glen Spain.  I'm the 


         7  Northwest Regional Director for the Pacific Coast 


         8  Federation of Fishermen's Associations. 


         9            We are commercial fishing families up and 


        10  down the coast.  And the middle of that coast, of 


        11  course, is the Columbia River, which was once the 


        12  largest salmon-producing river system in North 


        13  America, and perhaps in the world.  And it has 


        14  fallen into disuse, unfortunately, through a variety 


        15  of things. 


        16            I -- I urge you to continue to invest in 


        17  meeting the goal, the five million returning spawn 


        18  goal is -- is -- is only a fraction of what we could 


        19  produce, but it's certainly a good goal.  You don't 


        20  have to reinvent the wheel.  There is already a -- a 


        21  100-year salmon restoration program out there, the 


        22  Columbia Basin Partnership. 


        23            We were a member of that.  Some 78 


        24  different entities, including states, tribes, and 


        25  federal agencies, many stakeholders, have come up �
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         1  with this plan.  And it is a very workable plan.  


         2  It's been well-tested.  That should be adopted as 


         3  part of the plan of -- of restoration that the 


         4  Council is pushing for.  That would make it 


         5  consistent. 


         6            Otherwise, we tend to pull in different 


         7  directions at different times.  It's very important 


         8  to invest in our salmon resource.  It is one of the 


         9  most fundamental values that we have in the Pacific 


        10  Northwest, not only for a multibillion-dollar 


        11  fishery, and remember that 58 or so percent of all 


        12  the salmon caught in Southeast Alaska originate in 


        13  the Columbia. 


        14            Much of the fish and all the way down to 


        15  Central California come from -- or impacted by 


        16  Columbia River abundances.  All of that is an 


        17  investment, and making that investment returns jobs 


        18  on a sustainable basis, provides food for America's 


        19  tables.  It also helps the entire ecosystem.  As you 


        20  know, there are multiple ecosystem values of salmon. 


        21            It is the only known mechanism where ocean 


        22  nutrients that are lost through erosion come back to 


        23  the land.  It is the heartland, the base of a lot of 


        24  our forest ecosystems.  Some 126 other species 


        25  depend on salmon for all or part of their lifecycle.  �
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         1  So all of these things are very important. 


         2            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         3            GLEN SPAIN:  And I just thank you for all 


         4  of your effort.  The -- we support the salmon goal 


         5  of five million, and we really would like to see you 


         6  integrate the Columbia Basin Partnership Plan into 


         7  the efforts that you're undertaking today.  Thank 


         8  you. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes, and Glen, thank you.  


        10  Appreciate it. 


        11            All right.  Chelsea, you're up. 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Mr. Chairman -- 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes. 


        14            CHAD MADRON:  -- I don't see Chelsea as 


        15  connected right now, so we should probably move on 


        16  to the next person for now. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        18            Kelly, you're up. 


        19            CHAD MADRON:  Just a moment, Kelly.  I'm 


        20  unmuting you right now. 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Thank you. 


        22            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Kelly.  You have 


        23  mute, unmute control. 


        24            KELLY SCHWINT:  Okay.  Am I on? 


        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  We -- loud and �
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         1  clear.  Thanks, Kelly. 


         2            KELLY SCHWINT:  All right.  I'm Kelly 


         3  Schwint.  I'm a business rep for Local 77.  I 


         4  represent utility workers in the northwest, around 


         5  9,000 of them. 


         6            A little background on me.  I started in 


         7  fisheries at Grant PUD in 2009.  I became a -- a 


         8  hydro power plant operator through an 


         9  apprenticeship.  I was a senior power plant 


        10  operator, and then I became a senior system 


        11  operator, which includes dispatching spill 


        12  generation and maintaining compliance with fish 


        13  constraints on the Columbia. 


        14            My concern mainly today is the increased 


        15  spill far into August.  Spill gases the river and 


        16  can cause GBT and juvenile salmon, not to mention, 


        17  you know, spilling too far into August.  What are 


        18  the actual numbers of juvenile salmonids left in the 


        19  Snake River during August?  I mean, there's really 


        20  not substantial evidence that we're even having a 


        21  migration period into that time period. 


        22            I think it's important that spill over 


        23  time is reduced, and we allow the investments such 


        24  as these juvenile bypasses, spillway weirs, 


        25  trucking, and barging to really shine.  We've �
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         1  reduced spill on the Columbia at certain projects by 


         2  up to 80 percent with some of these technologies, 


         3  but the Snake is still handcuffed by some of this 


         4  stuff, and we haven't really truly let some of that 


         5  technology shine. 


         6            Juvenile salmon swim in the top 40 feet of 


         7  water, and most spillway gates are a lot deeper than 


         8  that.  So when fish swim, they have to be sucked 


         9  down and out through those gates, and the pressure 


        10  drop disorients the fish, and you end up having more 


        11  predation through the -- through a project than what 


        12  you would normally. 


        13            I'd also like to point out, you know, 


        14  people talk about the mortality rate of projects, 


        15  and typically you see mortality -- 


        16            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining. 


        17            KELLY SCHWINT:  -- in the 98 percent, and 


        18  only 7 of those go through the turbine, that's 0.14 


        19  percent.  Investment in the fish survival comes from 


        20  dams, and salmon and dams can coexist, and the 


        21  Columbia is evidence of that, specifically the 


        22  Okanagan red run. 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Kelly, thank 


        24  you.  Time's up, and we appreciate your comments. 


        25            Okay.  Let's see.  Is Chelsea in?  What �
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         1  was the status of Chelsea? 


         2            CHAD MADRON:  I don't see that name 


         3  connected.  I've -- I've been scrolling up and down, 


         4  down to the queues as well, and I don't see that 


         5  person yet. 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Well, we'll just -- 


         7  we'll just put her at the bottom then, unless -- 


         8            CHAD MADRON:  Okay. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- unless you say 


        10  otherwise. 


        11            All right.  After Kelly, we have Marjorie. 


        12            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay. 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Marjorie Millner. 


        14            MARJORIE MILLNER:  You can hear me okay? 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet. 


        16            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you for joining. 


        18            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.  Thank you. 


        19            My name is Marjorie Millner, M-A-R-J-O-R-


        20  I-E, M-I-L-L-N-E-R. 


        21            Thank you, Council Members and Staff, for 


        22  all your hard work and for holding these hearings.  


        23  I testified virtually at the first hearing, and I 


        24  have some additional comments on my impression of 


        25  the entire plan, which I finished reading this past �
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         1  week. 


         2            And on tribal treaty rights and climate 


         3  change, two factors that I feel haven't been 


         4  emphasized enough in the hearings.  The proposed 


         5  plan overall describes a failing river ecosystem and 


         6  multiple specific attempts to get a better result 


         7  from the Bonneville Power Administration and other 


         8  agencies after what can only be called an utterly 


         9  inadequate performance so far. 


        10            Any other contractor would be flat-out 


        11  fired if, after being given 40 years to increase 


        12  fish runs from 2.5 million to a very modest five 


        13  million, they ended up at their 2025 deadline with 


        14  no increase at all.  And wild fish returns are 


        15  likely only 10 percent or less of current returns, 


        16  and this is after over $26 billion spent on 


        17  mitigation.  What BPA has done is prove that eight 


        18  dams really are four dams too many. 


        19            The scientific consensus is that the four 


        20  lower Snake River dams must be breached if the wild 


        21  fish runs are to have any chance of recovery.  These 


        22  four dams constitute only 2.6 percent of the 


        23  northwest power grid at this point.  This, in trade 


        24  for the devastation of the Columbia Snake River 


        25  ecosystem, we cannot let this happen on our watch. �
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         1            Regarding tribal treaty rights, those who 


         2  have testified against breaching the four lower 


         3  Snake River dams always make it about the money.  


         4  Now, as a rate-payer, I'd be willing to pay more to 


         5  honor the treaties and save the fish and orcas, but 


         6  by some calculations, rates would not have to 


         7  increase.  But we are all living on the millions of 


         8  acres of land ceded by the tribes in treaties that 


         9  guarantee them fishing rights. 


        10            If we are a nation of laws, we must 


        11  fulfill our treaty obligations.  The tribes have 


        12  been saying for decades that the four lower Snake 


        13  River dams must be breached for their fishing rights 


        14  to exist.  Regardless of cost, it is time to breach 


        15  the dams.  We should just thank our lucky stars that 


        16  today we do have good alternatives in conservation, 


        17  solar power, and wind power that we didn't have 50 


        18  years ago. 


        19            Regarding climate change, we are now in a 


        20  different ecological world than the one that existed 


        21  when the Council was created.  Recent summers have 


        22  seen increasing incidences of lethally high water 


        23  temperatures and toxic algae in the slack water 


        24  behind the four lower Snake River dams. 


        25            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining. �
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         1            MARJORIE MILLNER:  It doesn't -- I'll make 


         2  it. 


         3            It does not matter if hatchery production 


         4  might be tripled.  If the fish have to return to 


         5  water so hot that they die, it's for nothing.  The 


         6  increased incidence of unhealthy or lethally high 


         7  water temperatures in the slack water behind the 


         8  four lower Snake River dams as a result of climate 


         9  change must be recognized as the new existential 


        10  threat to salmon recovery that it is. 


        11            Thank you very much for all your work, 


        12  again, and for taking my additional comments. 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Marjorie, and thank you. 


        14            And next we have Abbie. 


        15            Abbie.  Are you on, Abbie? 


        16            CHAD MADRON:  Abbie, you have mute, unmute 


        17  control.  You can speak when you're ready. 


        18            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Thank you so much.  Can 


        19  you hear me? 


        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  Thank you, 


        21  Abbie. 


        22            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Good afternoon.  My 


        23  name is Abbie Abramovich, and I'm the Salmon Program 


        24  Senior Associate for the Idaho Conservation League. 


        25            My childhood was spent exploring the �
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         1  landscapes of Idaho, including rafting trips on the 


         2  Salmon River and what my family called Idaho 


         3  snorkeling on the red -- on Redfish Lake.  It's not 


         4  lost on me that despite spending so much time in 


         5  these places that were named for Idaho's fish, my 


         6  childhood was based in scarcity. 


         7            Instead of witnessing wild salmon and 


         8  steelhead in these special places, I knew the story 


         9  of Lonesome Larry and knew the chance of me seeing a 


        10  wild salmon during these family vacations was slim 


        11  to none.  Decades later, nothing has changed.  


        12  Despite the Power Council's role of protecting, 


        13  mitigating, and enhancing fish in the Columbian 


        14  Snake River Basin's wild salmon and steelhead remain 


        15  on the brink of extinction. 


        16            It was 1987 when the Council first 


        17  established the goal of five million adult fish 


        18  returning to the basin.  This nearly 40-year-old 


        19  goal was based on a comprehensive review that found 


        20  hydropower caused the vast majority of salmon 


        21  losses, between 5 and 11 million fish.  This five 


        22  million fish goal isn't arbitrary.  It's the number 


        23  needed to begin turning the tide of extinction and 


        24  restoring balance to the ecosystem. 


        25            And yet, despite four decades of work, �
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         1  current adult returns are less than half that goal.  


         2  My Idaho childhood was so clearly defined by the 


         3  lack of salmon in our region, it inspired me to -- 


         4            THE REPORTER:  Last sentence please. 


         5            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  -- personally to 


         6  protect and enhance this -- this -- 


         7            CHAD MADRON:  Abbie, we're having some 


         8  trouble with your audio, and so the court reporter 


         9  was asking you to repeat your last sentence. 


        10            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  Oh, I see.  Thank you.  


        11  Let's see where I was at.  I'll just skip ahead. 


        12            I'll skip ahead to if I had failed over 


        13  and over to reach a 40-year-old goal, you can rest 


        14  assured that I would do everything in my power to 


        15  change that.  So to hear that this Council has not 


        16  adopted all the recommendations from the fish 


        17  managers in the region is incredibly disappointing. 


        18            I know you've heard that this will result 


        19  in rising costs, but significant rate increases 


        20  cannot be attributed to salmon measures.  Energy 


        21  rates in our region are going up due to a general 


        22  demand increase, including data centers.  In the 


        23  coming years, we will need to double the amount of 


        24  energy generation in the Pacific Northwest. 


        25            Compared to this, incorporating �
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         1  recommended operations for fish -- fish passage like 


         2  summer spill is a minuscule ask.  The Council's own 


         3  -- and it would not affect the region's ability to  


         4  -- 


         5            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         6            ABBIE ABRAMOVICH:  -- projected future 


         7  demands.  I know you've also heard that increased 


         8  spill would put hardworking people at the dams at 


         9  risk, but salmon operations are always suspended if 


        10  there's a concern for human or -- health or human 


        11  safety. 


        12            It's my goal to work myself out of a job.  


        13  I hope that there never has to be another person in 


        14  my position because I'm hopeful we'll see a day 


        15  where Idaho kids actually get to witness healthy and 


        16  abundant salmon runs.  We live in a world where 


        17  affordable, clean energy, and healthy salmon 


        18  populations can coexist. 


        19            Please adopt all the fish managers' 


        20  recommendation to make this future a reality.  Thank 


        21  you. 


        22            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Abbie. 


        23            Next is Owen. 


        24            CHAD MADRON:  Hi, Owen.  I'm giving you 


        25  mute, unmute control on the Zoom software.  You �
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         1  should be able to unmute and speak. 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hello.  Owen, are you 


         3  there? 


         4            CHAD MADRON:  Look for the microphone 


         5  control button in the bottom left hand of the Zoom 


         6  software to unmute yourself and let us know what you 


         7  have to say. 


         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Let's go -- 


         9            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Oh, can you hear me 


        10  now? 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, yeah.  There you are, 


        12  Owen.  Thank you. 


        13            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Sorry about that.  


        14  I'm on my phone and it didn't show up. 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  No, that's okay.  Thank 


        16  you.  Yeah, thanks for joining. 


        17            OWEN BEGLEY-COLLIER:  Yes, thank you so 


        18  much for your time. 


        19            My name is Owen Begley-Collier and I'm a 


        20  student at Western Washington University. 


        21            A lifelong love of the southern resident 


        22  orcas has been a gateway into salmon advocacy.  


        23  Snake River salmon are a keystone species, feeding 


        24  the entire ecosystem from orcas to bears to trees.  


        25  These salmon are also -- are also crucial for tribes �
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         1  all around the region, both spiritually, culturally, 


         2  and economically. 


         3            Salmon are also crucial for fisheries all 


         4  over the region.  Salmon on the Snake River are 


         5  teetering on the edge of extinction.  According to a 


         6  2021 report done by the Nez Perce Tribe, around 42 


         7  percent of spring and summer Chinook on the Snake 


         8  River are already at the threshold for quasi-


         9  extinction. 


        10            A 2022 report done by the National Oceanic 


        11  and Atmospheric Administration concluded that 


        12  breaching the Snake River dams is "essential and a 


        13  centerpiece action" for recovering salmon on the 


        14  Snake River.  Immediate action must be taken to 


        15  recover Snake River salmon and to breach the lower 


        16  Snake River dams as soon as possible. 


        17            For those reasons, I'm asking that the 


        18  Council adopt a proposal that includes elevated 


        19  levels of spill through August 31st, detailed and 


        20  explicit accountability measures, especially linked 


        21  to Bonneville Power Administration's responsibility 


        22  to achieve program goals. 


        23            And I'm also asking that the Council 


        24  acknowledge lower Snake River dam breaching as a 


        25  necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and �
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         1  Wildlife Program and include an analysis of a -- of 


         2  a dam breach scenario in the Ninth Power Plan.  


         3  Thank you so much for your time. 


         4            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Owen, and thank 


         5  you. 


         6            Next is Michelle. 


         7            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Hi, can everyone hear 


         8  -- hear me? 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  We can, Michelle. 


        10            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Okay. 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you for joining. 


        12            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  Thank you. 


        13            Good afternoon.  Thank you for the 


        14  opportunity to speak today.  My name is Michelle 


        15  Hennings and I'm the Executive Director of the 


        16  Washington Association of Wheat Growers. 


        17            I'm speaking on behalf of Washington Wheat 


        18  Growers and personally as a wheat farmer from 


        19  Eastern Washington.  WAG represents over 4,000 


        20  producers across the state who rely on the Columbia 


        21  Snake River system and particularly the lower Snake 


        22  River dams for our livelihoods. 


        23            The Columbia Snake River is the nation's 


        24  top wheat export gateway with more than 55 percent 


        25  of all US wheat exports moving through the Pacific �
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         1  Northwest.  Specifically, roughly 10 percent of US 


         2  wheat exports pass through the four locks and dams 


         3  along the lower Snake River. 


         4            This is especially important for our 


         5  state, as Washington is the fourth largest wheat 


         6  producer in the nation and exports about 90 percent 


         7  of the wheat we produce.  We appreciate the 


         8  Northwest Power and Conservation Council's work on 


         9  the Draft Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife 


        10  Program, including support for the Phase 2 


        11  Implementation Plan and increased focus on managing 


        12  predation of salmon and steelhead. 


        13            WAG strongly believes that dams and salmon 


        14  -- salmon can and do coexist.  Average adult salmon 


        15  and steelhead returns are nearly three times higher 


        16  than the first counts at Bonneville Dam, 


        17  demonstrating that coordinated investments and 


        18  improved operations can produce real gains for fish 


        19  populations. 


        20            Reliable, low-cost hydropower from the 


        21  Columbia River system provides a substantial benefit 


        22  to wheat farmers.  Hydropower supplies large-scale, 


        23  flexible generation and helps keep local electricity 


        24  prices lower and stabilizes the grid during peak 


        25  seasonal demands, which is a critical -- which is �
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         1  critical during seeding and harvest. 


         2            Lower and more predictable energy costs 


         3  reduce expenses for irrigation pumping, grain 


         4  drying, aeration, and storage systems, preserving 


         5  already thin farm margins and helping maintain 


         6  competitiveness in global markets.  Hydropower's 


         7  dispatchability also supports irrigation 


         8  infrastructure and grain handling facilities when 


         9  farmers need them most, reducing the need for costly 


        10  on-farm backup generation. 


        11            At the same time, maintaining and 


        12  improving hydropower operations must go hand in hand 


        13  with strong measures to protect and restore salmon, 


        14  such as fish passage improvements, flow management 


        15  operations when appropriate, habitat restoration, 


        16  and monitoring predation management. 


        17            Continued investment in modernized dam 


        18  operations and habitat will help sustain both energy 


        19  reliability and healthy fish populations.  When 


        20  balanced effectively, these efforts sustain regional 


        21  energy affordability and reliability by protecting 


        22  fisheries, tribal resources, and the economic 


        23  resilience of -- 


        24            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining. 


        25            MICHELLE HENNINGS:  -- Washington wheat �
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         1  farmers in rural communities.  The Pacific Northwest 


         2  is quickly losing its energy affordability 


         3  advantage.  Rising energy costs and declining 


         4  reliability are squeezing wheat farmers during an 


         5  already difficult period by increasing operating 


         6  expenses and disrupting time-sensitive activities. 


         7            Again, thank you for the opportunity to 


         8  testify on behalf of Washington Wheat Farmers. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Michelle.  


        10  Appreciate it. 


        11            Patricia, you're up. 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Member Milburn -- excuse me, 


        13  Chair Milburn -- 


        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes. 


        15            CHAD MADRON:  -- Patricia, and then also 


        16  the next speaker, Andrew, do not appear to be 


        17  connected at this time.  And so I would suggest we 


        18  move on to Jane Fritz. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Let's do that.  


        20  You let me know if they show up. 


        21            So Jane, you're up.  Jane Fritz. 


        22            JANE FRITZ:  Can you hear me? 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  I can.  Thank you for 


        24  joining. 


        25            JANE FRITZ:  Thank you for listening. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet. 


         2            JANE FRITZ:  And I'm Jane Fritz of the 


         3  Idaho Mythweaver.  I'm the media director, a radio 


         4  producer, and a podcaster who has been working on 


         5  salmon issues since 1992, when I happened to be at 


         6  the Sawtooth Hatchery when Lonesome Larry was caught 


         7  in the weir on Redfish Creek. 


         8            So I go way back on stories about salmon, 


         9  but these last five years I had worked on a major 


        10  documentary and radio production called People of 


        11  the Salmon that looked at the Nez Perce Tribe's work 


        12  in the Wallowa Mountains in the Wallowa Valley of 


        13  Oregon and their efforts to enhance, restore, and 


        14  reintroduce fish such as Coho salmon and -- and with 


        15  hopes to bring sockeye salmon back to Wallowa Lake. 


        16            It was an incredible eye-opening 


        17  experience.  I was able to spend the summer in the 


        18  Wallowas in 2021.  I've learned so much in those 


        19  years.  Our one-hour program came out in April of 


        20  2025.  It's run in Spokane on public radio.  It's 


        21  run in Boise.  I would love to have it in Oregon, in 


        22  Washington, other places, but it's also available.  


        23  If anyone on the Council wants to hear it, you can 


        24  go to our website, mythweaver.org. 


        25            We are a non-profit, or it's on Spotify �
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         1  and Apple Podcasts under Voices of the Wild Earth, 


         2  and it's called People of the Salmon.  All I can 


         3  tell you is having listened and learned and talked 


         4  to dozens of people, tribal people, biologists, it 


         5  is very clear to me that the Snake River Dams must 


         6  be breached if salmon in the Wallowa Valley and 


         7  county are to survive. 


         8            Those wild fish, like Lonesome Larry, are 


         9  -- are something to behold, and it's so essential to 


        10  save.  And so I'm -- I'm not a scientist.  I listen 


        11  to scientists.  I listen to tribal elders.  Our 


        12  documentary has elders who remember fishing at 


        13  Celilo Falls.  We have lost so much, and in 40 


        14  years, not a lot has been gained -- 


        15            KRIS HOMEL:  Seconds remaining. 


        16            JANE FRITZ:  -- that has been pointed out.  


        17  So my hopes are that we can protect salmon and steel 


        18  from -- steelhead from extinction, and -- and we 


        19  need to do it now.  And the loss of the Columbia 


        20  Basin Agreement was a tremendous loss after all that 


        21  work with the tribes. 


        22            Thank you very much for listening, and I 


        23  hope you'll listen to the documentary.  It says a 


        24  lot. 


        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  And thank you, Jane.  �
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         1  Appreciate it. 


         2            Bear Prairie, welcome. 


         3            BEAR PRAIRIE:  Thank you.  Glad to be 


         4  here. 


         5            Glad to -- well, I now recently moved over 


         6  and worked for Lower Valley Energy as the CEO.  We 


         7  represent and provide electric service to about 


         8  32,000 members here in Idaho and Wyoming. 


         9            And as a longtime born and raised Idaho 


        10  resident, I can, you know, definitely speak to the 


        11  Redfish Lake.  I grew up in Jerome.  And, you know, 


        12  that was our background and our backyard of where we 


        13  spent a lot of time.  And I remember the, you know, 


        14  '80s and not having many fish around.  I also can't 


        15  do a lot of time camping up there over the last, you 


        16  know, 15 years. 


        17            And I also know that over the last four or 


        18  five years, I've been up there in the summer when 


        19  salmon have been running, and people are catching 


        20  salmon like crazy.  And I've seen kids sitting in 


        21  the creek that comes -- or the Redfish Creek that 


        22  comes into Redfish Lake.  And I've watched kids snag 


        23  salmon with treble hooks, which was a little bit 


        24  alarming.  If they're that extinct, why are we 


        25  having kids snagging them and stuff? �
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         1            So I think the narratives don't always fit 


         2  the reality on the ground.  I've also lived through 


         3  the '80s where there was no salmon fishing.  I've 


         4  also, in the 2000s, spent a lot of time salmon 


         5  fishing in Riggins and along the salmon, and have 


         6  caught a lot of wild salmon and hatchery salmon and 


         7  steelhead. 


         8            So you know, it is definitely a success 


         9  story, and I attribute that success story to the 


        10  hard work that you folks have been doing by 


        11  following the science.  And, you know, I think what 


        12  the science is telling us is that, you know, salmon 


        13  and dams can coexist.  This is also an issue I've 


        14  been working on for a lot of years. 


        15            This is a, you know, after working on, you 


        16  know, what was formerly known as the Simpson 


        17  Proposal, this is now a $65 billion problem of 


        18  removing those four lower Snake dams.  And the 


        19  science is not clear because it's on that delayed 


        20  mortality figure that we have truly not studied 


        21  enough.  So we think it might have an impact, but 


        22  we're not sure. 


        23            So I think we need to continue to follow 


        24  the science and continue to do what we can to 


        25  maintain affordable, reliable, carbon-free �
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         1  generation.  And I applaud, you know, the Council 


         2  for, you know, having a balanced approach and 


         3  looking at the science and understanding the true 


         4  differences between the delayed mortality figures 


         5  and the nuance detail. 


         6            And I know it's a red meat issue for a lot 


         7  of groups and individuals, but the only -- 


         8            KRIS HOMEL:  Seconds remaining. 


         9            BEAR PRAIRIE:  -- the only way that we're 


        10  going to solve this is to continue working together 


        11  and acknowledging that we are on the right path, we 


        12  are doing the right things, and, you know, we need 


        13  to keep -- you know, keep the course. 


        14            So thank you for all your guys' work. 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  And thank you, Bear, for 


        16  those comments. 


        17            Next will be John Osborn. 


        18            JOHN OSBORN:  Thank you, Chairman Milburn, 


        19  for this opportunity to comment.  My name is John 


        20  Osborn. 


        21            I live on Vashon Island, which is located 


        22  between Seattle and Tacoma, an unceded ancestral 


        23  land of the s  ..babš or the Swift Water People.  


        24  And I'm testifying as an individual in support of 


        25  salmon and orca. �
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         1            In way of background, I'm a physician.  


         2  I'm in my 41st year of providing medical care for 


         3  veterans.  I actually started with World War I vets.  


         4  My patients are mostly veterans from three states, 


         5  Idaho, Montana, and Washington. 


         6            I've also served as physician advisor for 


         7  Camp Chaparral, jointly hosted by the Department of 


         8  Veteran Affairs and the Yakima Nation, which is 


         9  centered on Indian combat vets with PTSD, and that 


        10  work also has informed my ethics work on the 


        11  Columbia River. 


        12            I came of age in Idaho's sawtooth country 


        13  and know the power of salmon charging up the Salmon 


        14  River to spawning headwaters.  They are below Galena 


        15  Summit.  My mother is Marie Osborn.  She's Idaho's 


        16  first nurse practitioner and the nation's first 


        17  licensed nurse practitioner. 


        18            My mother covered 6,000 square miles of 


        19  Central Idaho through the Stanley Clinic and Stanley 


        20  Ambulance and the volunteer EMTs.  So I know that 


        21  well -- that world well and I knew -- and -- and I 


        22  know what it's like to see salmon coming up river. 


        23            Like many people in this region, I -- I 


        24  care about salmon.  I am a rate payer and I want to 


        25  see BPA and my utility, Puget Sound Energy, be part �
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         1  of the solution for salmon, for fish and wildlife, 


         2  and for orca.  My work in ethics includes helping to 


         3  coordinate the One River Ethics Matter or ORM 


         4  conference series. 


         5            ORM supports involvement from Indigenous 


         6  sovereigns, faith leaders, and academic institutions 


         7  to undertake what has been a multi-year ethics 


         8  consultation for our severely impaired river.  Our 


         9  12th ORM will be virtual and held on November 12th 


        10  and 13th and focused on fisheries and salmon 


        11  restoration of the Upper Columbia above Grand Coulee 


        12  and Chief Joe. 


        13            And here's the key point for Council -- 


        14  for Council Members.  Decisions about the Columbia 


        15  River, they may be economic, they may be cultural, 


        16  but they are definitely ethical.  Decisions about 


        17  Columbia River salmon should uphold -- 


        18            KRIS HOMEL:  Seconds remaining. 


        19            JOHN OSBORN:  Decisions about Columbia 


        20  River salmon should uphold ethical principles, 


        21  notably beneficence, autonomy, and justice. 


        22            Thank you. 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  And thank you.  Appreciate 


        24  it. 


        25            All right.  Looks like Bridget is next. �
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         1            BRIDGET ALBERS:  Hi. 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, Bridget. 


         3            BRIDGET ALBERS:  Thank you for the 


         4  opportunity to share comments today.   


         5            My name is Bridget Albers and I'm an 


         6  Avista Utilities rate payer.  I was raised in 


         7  Portland, Oregon.  I'm currently studying at Gonzaga 


         8  University in Spokane, studying sociology and health 


         9  equity.  I am also a part of Save Our Wild Salmon's 


        10  NextGen Salmon Collective. 


        11            Through these organizations, I've learned 


        12  how valuable it is that we take care of our natural 


        13  resources in order to promote the health of not only 


        14  our salmon, but all living things.  Salmon are a 


        15  keystone species, meaning that promoting the health 


        16  of our salmon is crucial for the health of our 


        17  ecosystems. 


        18            While I understand the importance of 


        19  affordable energy, it should not have to come at the 


        20  cost of our salmon populations.  In order to achieve 


        21  the Northwest Power and Conservation Council's goal 


        22  of five million annual fish return, we must listen 


        23  to all recommendations from tribal and state fishery 


        24  managers. 


        25            I have three main asks of the Council.  �



                                                              41 



         1  The first is for elevated spill levels through 


         2  August 31st as a priority hydropower operations 


         3  measure.   


         4            The second is for detailed and explicit 


         5  accountability measures to be put in place to ensure 


         6  that BPA is responsible for achieving the goals of 


         7  their program. 


         8            The third is that this program 


         9  acknowledges that the Lower Snake River dam removal 


        10  is a necessary measure in order to restore salmon 


        11  populations to full abundance and that an analysis 


        12  of the dam breach scenario should be included in the 


        13  power plan. 


        14            I am deeply concerned about the crisis 


        15  that salmon and steelhead populations are facing 


        16  across the Columbia River Basin.  We have the 


        17  opportunity now to alter this trajectory.  Let's 


        18  please listen to the lands and experts in order to 


        19  protect our environment now and for future 


        20  generations. 


        21            Thank you so much for your time and your 


        22  work on this project. 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  And thank you, Bridget. 


        24            Next will be Lauri.  Lauri Dayton. 


        25            CHAD MADRON:  Lauri, we show you as �
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         1  unmuted.  You may be blocked in another way.  From 


         2  our side, it looks like you can speak okay. 


         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  How are we 


         4  doing? 


         5            CHAD MADRON:  She still shows as unmuted 


         6  on our side.  We can circle back if you'd like, Mr. 


         7  Chairman. 


         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Okay.  Let's 


         9  see.  Yeah, let's -- let's go with Katie and then 


        10  we'll come back to Lauri and see if she's up.  


        11  Thanks. 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  All right.  Let me see -- 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Katie, are you on? 


        14            CHAD MADRON:  -- let me see if Kaia is 


        15  connected.  Just a moment.  She wasn't a moment ago. 


        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        17            CHAD MADRON:  I do not see Kaia connected, 


        18  but I do see Mark Leed as connected. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  Mark, good. 


        20            Mark, let's go with you.  Thank you. 


        21            MARK LEED:  Thank you.  Yeah. 


        22            My name is Mark Leed.  I'm a resident of 


        23  Vancouver, Washington.   


        24            I'm another fan of Redfish Lake.  I've 


        25  been camping up there probably eight different �
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         1  times.  I am a rate payer of Clark Public Utilities, 


         2  which obtains, I think, the majority of their power 


         3  from the hydroelectric dams in the Columbia and 


         4  Snake River system. 


         5            For your 2026 Fish and Wildlife Plan, I 


         6  encourage you to incorporate the recommendations of 


         7  all the state and tribal fisheries managers in the 


         8  region.  I would also like you to extend elevated 


         9  spill over the dams through the end of August in 


        10  order to optimize conditions for out-migrating 


        11  juvenile salmon and steelhead. 


        12            And the plan also needs to acknowledge 


        13  that breaching of -- of the lower Snake River dams 


        14  is a necessary measure for restoring salmon and 


        15  steelhead populations.  That is the consensus of the 


        16  fisheries biologists who have studied the issue. 


        17            And I think that the services provided by 


        18  the dams can be transitioned to other sources and 


        19  phased out over the next few years.  They only 


        20  provide, as -- as somebody mentioned earlier, a very 


        21  small portion of the power.  And upgrading the 


        22  hydroelectric plants at those four dams is going to 


        23  cost hundreds of millions of dollars.  They're -- 


        24  they're aging at this point. 


        25            And in terms of the wheat transportation, �
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         1  that is an issue, but a lot of the transportation of 


         2  wheat through Southeastern Washington has already 


         3  been transitioned to trucking over the last 25 


         4  years.  And so I think it is feasible that barging 


         5  could be phased out, and that's not a necessity in 


         6  the long term. 


         7            And I think that finishes my comments.  


         8  Thank you very much for your time. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, you bet, Mark.  


        10  Thank you. 


        11            MARK LEED:  Mm-hmm. 


        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  It looks like we're 


        13  going to go to Parker -- Parker Meade. 


        14            PARKER MEADE:  Thank you very much for 


        15  getting me on the list, and thanks for -- thanks for 


        16  your time. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Parker. 


        18            PARKER MEADE:  So my name is Parker Meade, 


        19  and I live in Seattle, Washington.  I was born in 


        20  Idaho, and I've grown up in Washington.  I've lived 


        21  here my whole life.  I'm a ratepayer and utility 


        22  customer of Seattle City Light, and I'm here to 


        23  share why salmon recovery and a strong Fish and 


        24  Wildlife Program matter to me. 


        25            As a ratepayer, I care about affordable, �
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         1  reliable power, but more importantly, I care about 


         2  living in a region defined by healthy, abundant 


         3  salmon and steelhead.  Salmon are a keystone species 


         4  in the Columbia and the Snake River ecosystems, and 


         5  they feed forests, wildlife, and entire food web 


         6  systems.  Their decline signals ecosystem failure. 


         7            We've known for decades that dams harm 


         8  salmon.  The impacts of federal hydropower systems, 


         9  blocked habitat, turbine mortality, altered flows, 


        10  and warming reservoirs are all well-documented.  


        11  Continuing incremental mitigation while wild stocks 


        12  decline amounts to managed extinction.  We cannot 


        13  accept that outcome. 


        14            To achieve the Council's five million fish 


        15  goal, I urge you all to adopt all of the 


        16  recommendations from state and tribal fishery 


        17  managers as required under the Northwest Power Act, 


        18  including three priorities.  Elevated spill through 


        19  August, wild juvenile salmon that migrate in August 


        20  make up the -- a disproportionate large -- 


        21  disproportionately large amount of the returning 


        22  adults. 


        23            An increased spill protects genetic 


        24  diversity and supports their long-term population 


        25  growth.  Second, clear and enforceable �
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         1  accountability measures tied to Bonneville Power 


         2  Administration's responsibility to achieve program 


         3  goals using a whole -- whole of government approach 


         4  in the Ninth Power Plan. 


         5            BPA manages and markets this power system 


         6  and must be accountable for meeting measures -- 


         7  measurable fish recovery benchmarks.  Third, 


         8  acknowledge lower Snake dam removal as a necessary 


         9  measure in the final 2026 Fish and Wildlife Program 


        10  and include a full breach scenario analysis in the 


        11  Ninth Power -- Power Plan. 


        12            The science shows that removing the four 


        13  lower Snake dams would have the highest -- or the 


        14  single largest impact on salmon recovery and is 


        15  necessary to reach the five million goal.  


        16  Significant rate increases cannot be attributed to 


        17  salmon measures.  Energy rates are rising primarily 


        18  because of growing demand and our region will 


        19  continue to grow in the coming years. 


        20            The purpose of a strong Fish and Wildlife 


        21  Program is to set clear biological goals first.  The 


        22  power plan can then determine how to maintain low 


        23  costs while meeting those obligations.  Please do 


        24  not weaken the program before conducting the full 


        25  energy analysis -- �
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         1            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         2            PARKER MEADE:  -- needed to show that we 


         3  can have both affordable power and abundant fish.  


         4  We also need to be honest about shifting baselines.  


         5  Each generation grows up thinking that salmon 


         6  numbers they see are normal. 


         7            When we see small temporary improvements 


         8  it's easy to call that success, but today's returns 


         9  are a fraction of historic abundance.  What looks 


        10  like recovery is often just a slight uptick from 


        11  crisis levels.  We cannot redefine success downwards 


        12  simply because we've grown used to scarcity. 


        13            We have the science.  We have the 


        14  responsibility.  I urge you to adopt the program 


        15  that moves us beyond managed decline toward real 


        16  recovery. 


        17            Thank you very much for your time. 


        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Parker. 


        19            All right.  Next Jennifer. 


        20            JENNIFER JOLY:  Good evening, Chair 


        21  Milburn and Members of the Council. 


        22            My name is Jennifer Joly.  I'm with the 


        23  Oregon Municipal Electric Utilities Association 


        24  which is made up of 11 municipally-owned and 


        25  operated electric utilities. �
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         1            We appreciate the Council's work and our 


         2  customers' significant investments to protect, 


         3  mitigate, and enhance fish and wildlife in our 


         4  region while ensuring adequate, efficient, 


         5  economical, and reliable power supply. 


         6            We are supportive of priorities to address 


         7  predation, invest in critical maintenance and 


         8  infrastructure for salmon and steelhead, and the 


         9  reintroduction above Grand Coulee and Chief Joseph.  


        10  As full requirements customers of BPA, our utilities 


        11  depend on the Federal Columbia River Power System 


        12  and we recently signed new 16-year contracts with 


        13  BPA. 


        14            Increases in system costs or risk to 


        15  reliability have disproportionate impacts in our 


        16  communities.  Two quick examples.  McMinnville Water 


        17  and Light supports industrial and agricultural 


        18  workers in Oregon's wine growing region.  Cascade 


        19  Steel is the city's largest employer providing 


        20  family wage jobs. 


        21            Cascade, one of the few remaining steel 


        22  plants on the West Coast, would not be sited in 


        23  McMinnville without access to reliable, low-cost 


        24  power.  In the city of Forest Grove in the Portland 


        25  Metro area, utility customers are highly impacted by �
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         1  the housing crisis and face economic hardship.  One-


         2  third of renters spend over 50 percent of their 


         3  income on rent. 


         4            At the school district, 60 percent of 


         5  students receive free and reduced lunch.  We must 


         6  have the Council clearly identify data, assumptions, 


         7  and any uncertainties underlying your 


         8  recommendations.  Prioritize cost-effective actions 


         9  with demonstrated biological benefit. 


        10            OMEU is concerned that the proposed 


        11  mainstem hydro operations are likely to negatively 


        12  impact affordability and reliability.  We urge the 


        13  Council to meaningfully coordinate this program with 


        14  BPA and other federal agencies who have 


        15  responsibility for operating the system.  As you 


        16  know, operational changes to the hydro system are 


        17  currently subject to ongoing federal litigation. 


        18            It is important that the Council's program 


        19  not prejudge outcomes or constrain future 


        20  operational flexibility before those processes are 


        21  complete. 


        22            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


        23            JENNIFER JOLY:  Recent extreme weather 


        24  events have made clear how essential hydro 


        25  flexibility is for maintaining reliable service and �
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         1  literally saving lives.  We think it makes sense for 


         2  the Council to delay or extend your public process 


         3  given the -- the litigation. 


         4            In closing, OMEU cannot accept the hydro 


         5  system operations as proposed.  The flow objectives 


         6  and minimum operating pool requirements are too 


         7  extreme.  We urge the Council to take a more 


         8  balanced approach. 


         9            Thank you. 


        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Jennifer. 


        11            All right, Joel -- Joel Fletcher. 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Joel, I show you as 


        13  connected three different ways, so I'm going to try 


        14  and unmute all three of them and hope that one of 


        15  them is the right way to get you connected there.  


        16  All right.  Go ahead, Joel. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hello, Joel. 


        18            CHAD MADRON:  Joel, all three instances 


        19  with your name are unmuted, so if you want to go 


        20  ahead and give it a shot at one of your devices 


        21  there. 


        22            JOEL FLETCHER:  Hi, can you hear me? 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  There you go, Joel.  Yeah. 


        24            JOEL FLETCHER:  Joel Fletcher, University 


        25  of Washington, Earth and Space Sciences. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thanks for joining, Joel.  


         2  Go ahead. 


         3            JOEL FLETCHER:  Thanks. 


         4            I want to address the structural concern 


         5  in this draft.  The Northwest Power Act assigns the 


         6  Council the responsibility to protect, mitigate, and 


         7  enhance fish and wildlife affected by the hydropower 


         8  system.  The responsibility rests -- rests with you 


         9  guys. 


        10            I'd just like to say what's -- what's 


        11  absent here is a clear finding.  Secondary logistics 


        12  do not relieve the Council of its statutory 


        13  responsibility, and quite frankly, if they are being 


        14  used to defer structural determinations, that 


        15  position must be expressly adopted and substantiated 


        16  in the record. 


        17            The act requires equitable treatment of 


        18  fish and wildlife alongside power production.  


        19  Postponement does not satisfy the statutory duty.  


        20  This Council has operated under the Pacific 


        21  Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation 


        22  Act since 1980. 


        23            And while your service is acknowledged, 


        24  frankly, after five years or five decades -- almost 


        25  five decades, 45 years now, with salmon numbers �
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         1  crashing throughout their range, this Council's 


         2  efforts have been ineffective, and after 44 years of 


         3  taking taxpayer dollars, it's my recommendation that 


         4  this Council be dissolved. 


         5            Thank you. 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Joel. 


         7            Okay.  We've got London. 


         8            CHAD MADRON:  All right.  Just a moment, 


         9  please. 


        10            All right.  London, you have mute, unmute 


        11  control. 


        12            LONDON FLETCHER:  Hello? 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, London.  Thanks for 


        14  joining us. 


        15            LONDON FLETCHER:  My name is London 


        16  Fletcher.  I'm a research assistant with the Orca 


        17  Research Trust in New Zealand and within the 


        18  University of Washington's Department of Biology in 


        19  Seattle. 


        20            I reviewed the draft amendments to the 


        21  Fish and Wildlife Program.  I'm alarmed not only by 


        22  what it contains but by what it omits.  This draft 


        23  reduces abundance ambition relative to documented 


        24  historical production.  It maintains minimum Smolt-


        25  to-Adult Return thresholds as low as 2 percent. �
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         1            It contains no structural escalation 


         2  mechanism if those targets fail.  It relies on, 


         3  "Contribute to verbiage rather than enforceable 


         4  outcomes," and it defers the comprehensive system-


         5  wide power modeling necessary to evaluate structural 


         6  alternatives.  Federal law mandates that this 


         7  Council must protect, mitigate, and enhance fish and 


         8  wildlife affected by hydropower while assuring 


         9  reliable supply. 


        10            It is established that this program must 


        11  be based upon the best available scientific 


        12  knowledge.  When the best available scientific 


        13  knowledge establishes cumulative system-wide 


        14  mortality drivers, a program that lowers ambition, 


        15  omits structural accountability triggers, and defers 


        16  comparative modeling must explain how it remains 


        17  consistent with its statutory mandate. 


        18            That explanation is not present in this 


        19  draft.  This program sets biological targets but 


        20  does not determine or does not require publication 


        21  of comparative modeling before dismissing structural 


        22  alternatives.  If reliability is the reason to 


        23  retain the current configuration, then publish the 


        24  full grid simulations. 


        25            Publish summer peak demand scenarios.  �
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         1  Publish winter extreme event modeling.  Publish cost 


         2  impacts to rate payers.  Publish carbon 


         3  implications.  If the dams are absolutely 


         4  indispensable, demonstrate it. 


         5            If they are replaceable within reliability 


         6  standards, then refusing to evaluate structural 


         7  alternatives while biological targets continue to 


         8  underperform is inconsistent with the statutory 


         9  obligation to protect fish affected by the 


        10  hydropower system. 


        11            Twenty-five years from now, the record 


        12  will show exactly what this Council knew.  It will 


        13  show that peer-reviewed science had already 


        14  demonstrated how freshwater and marine conditions 


        15  jointly determine Chinook survival.  It will show 


        16  that replacement power modeling frameworks already 


        17  existed and had quantified the megawatts, 


        18  portfolios, and costs required to replace the lower 


        19  Snake River dams while meeting reliability 


        20  standards. 


        21            It will show that the Northwest Power Act 


        22  required protection of fish and wildlife using the 


        23  best available scientific knowledge while assuring 


        24  reliable power.  It will show that survival targets 


        25  were set as low as 2 percent, which is grossly �
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         1  unambitious.  It will show that comparative modeling 


         2  was available but not required in this amendment, 


         3  and it will show the vote. 


         4            History will not remember process 


         5  language.  History will not credit good intentions.  


         6  History can only measure -- 


         7            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         8            LONDON FLETCHER:  -- the adult returns 


         9  will have rebounded towards historic production 


        10  capacity or they will not have.  Twenty-five years 


        11  from now, no one will ask whether this was 


        12  politically difficult.  They will ask whether it was 


        13  scientifically defensible, whether it was legally 


        14  consistent. 


        15            They will ask whether leaders acted when 


        16  the data was clear.  We are the generation 


        17  inheriting that answer.  Make sure it withstands the 


        18  record. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Thanks, 


        20  London. 


        21            Let's see who we have.  Nancy's next.  


        22  Nancy Johnson. 


        23            NANCY JOHNSON:  Thank you. 


        24            My name is Nancy Johnson.  I appreciate -- 


        25            LONDON FLETCHER:  Can I leave the meeting? �
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         1            NANCY JOHNSON:  -- I appreciate this time 


         2  and -- and your work.  I grew up in -- I'm currently 


         3  living in Edmonds, Washington, and a rate payer with 


         4  Snohomish County PUD. 


         5            I grew up in South Central Washington in a 


         6  family that farmed, fished, and hiked.  I'm 


         7  testifying today in honor of my dad, Forrest 


         8  Johnson, a good farmer, a passionate fisherman, and 


         9  a strong conservationist.  When I was five, dad took 


        10  me to Celilo Falls. 


        11            This was about a year before the 


        12  completion of the Dalles Dam, which wiped out the 


        13  falls and surrounding community.  A traditional -- a 


        14  traditional fishing ground where several tribes 


        15  gathered to fish during salmon runs.  Later, he 


        16  explained to me that we took that trip because of 


        17  his concern that the dam would be the end of an era 


        18  for that rich tribal fishery and the Village of 


        19  Celilo. 


        20            He knew the dam and the fish population 


        21  could not coexist.  He was a realist, but he would 


        22  be shocked today at how few salmon remain.  We need 


        23  to restore at least five million salmon.  Please 


        24  adopt the recommendations from state and tribal 


        25  fisheries managers.  They know what they're talking �
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         1  about. 


         2            Salmon must have enough water to migrate 


         3  through the month of August in order to maximize 


         4  genetic diversity.  Salmon first, when it comes to 


         5  water.  And you and we cannot let the BPA off the 


         6  hook.  They must meet their obligations to protect 


         7  fisheries and honor treaties with tribal nations. 


         8            Finally, the -- the topic of breaching the 


         9  four Lower Snake River Dams must be included in the 


        10  plan.  Upstream from the Lower Snake River Dams lies 


        11  the best remaining salmon and steelhead habitat in 


        12  the continental US.  Removing those four dams and 


        13  replacing their hydropower with clean, renewable 


        14  energy will have the single largest impact for 


        15  rebuilding salmon runs. 


        16            Thank you again for this opportunity to 


        17  comment. 


        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Nancy. 


        19            All right.  Kirsten Kane is next. 


        20            CHAD MADRON:  Kirsten, I've given you mute 


        21  and unmute control. 


        22            KIRSTEN KANE:  All right.  Can you hear me 


        23  now? 


        24            CHAD MADRON:  Yes, we can. 


        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  There you are.  Yeah. �
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         1            KIRSTEN KANE:  Okay.  Great. 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah.  Hi, Kirsten.  


         3  Thanks. 


         4            KIRSTEN KANE:  Awesome. 


         5            Well, hello, members of the Northwest 


         6  Power and Conservation Council.  My name is Kirsten 


         7  Kane. 


         8            I have a PhD in ocean ecology and 


         9  biogeochemistry.  And I'm here today on behalf of 


        10  Friends of the San Juans, urging you to include some 


        11  important points in the five-year update to the Fish 


        12  and Wildlife Program. 


        13            With the Trump administration's withdrawal 


        14  from the Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement and its 


        15  failure to carry out a national effort to recover 


        16  native fish populations throughout the Columbia 


        17  River Basin, this Draft Fish and Wildlife Program is 


        18  the best way to mitigate harm to threatened salmon 


        19  and steelhead from Columbia and Snake River Dam 


        20  operations. 


        21            These salmon populations are critical to 


        22  the health and prosperity of endangered southern 


        23  resident killer whales.  I'm here to advocate for 


        24  increased prey availability to support the southern 


        25  residents' recovery.  Many of the Chinook salmon �
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         1  populations that southern residents feed on come 


         2  directly from the Columbia River Basin and are 


         3  listed as threatened or endangered. 


         4            The goal of this plan must be to restore 


         5  five million salmon in the Columbia River Basin.  


         6  State and tribal fishery managers have agreed and 


         7  have recommended ways to achieve this goal.  First, 


         8  the plan should include elevated levels of spill 


         9  through the end of August.  So August 31st is a 


        10  priority hydropower operations measure. 


        11            Salmon and steelhead need extra water 


        12  spilled over dams to help them migrate.  This is 


        13  especially important for juveniles that migrate in 


        14  late August as they are important for genetic 


        15  diversity. 


        16            My second point is that the plan should 


        17  increase funding and strengthen support for the Fish 


        18  Passage Center, including the Comparative Survival 


        19  Study and Smolt Monitoring Program. 


        20            Third, the plan should ensure a path 


        21  forward -- a path forward towards affordable, 


        22  reliable, and new clean energy development that also 


        23  protects and restores harvestable and abundant 


        24  salmon. 


        25            Fourth, the Bonneville Power �



                                                              60 



         1  Administration, or BPA, must be held accountable for 


         2  reaching the goals set in the plan, meeting their 


         3  obligations to protect fisheries and honor treaties 


         4  with tribal nations.  We recommend adopting a 2035 


         5  timeline to keep BPA accountable in achieving the 


         6  five million salmon goal. 


         7            And finally, the plan should include 


         8  breaching the four lower Snake River dams as an 


         9  action for fish that must be considered and analyzed 


        10  in the next power plan.  Removing these four dams 


        11  and replacing their hydropower -- 


        12            KRIS HOMEL:  Few seconds remaining. 


        13            KIRSTEN KANE:  -- replacing their 


        14  hydropower with clean, renewable energy will have 


        15  the single largest impact for rebuilding the salmon 


        16  runs. 


        17            Thank you for the opportunity to provide 


        18  comments. 


        19            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Mr. Chairman.  


        20  Looking through the names online, Lauri Dayton, is 


        21  still connected. 


        22            Lauri, if you'd like to go ahead and try 


        23  and speak now, we could do that. 


        24            And the other folks are currently not 


        25  connected. �
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         1            Lauri Dayton, if you would unmute, we can 


         2  try again. 


         3            Okay.  She doesn't seem -- oh, wait.  She 


         4  just unmuted.  So let's see. 


         5            Lauri?  Lauri, again, you show unmuted on 


         6  our side.  So there might be something with your 


         7  local equipment that's meeting you, maybe a -- a 


         8  hard setting on your microphone or something like 


         9  that. 


        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Well, what do you think?  


        11  No Lauri?  And is anybody else connected? 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  None of the other names that 


        13  were on the list have connected at this time. 


        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        15            CHAD MADRON:  And Lauri seems to be having 


        16  a technical issue on her end. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Well, I guess 


        18  we could take a break.  Should we do that?  Check 


        19  back in in a few? 


        20            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Hi, Mr. Chair.  This is 


        21  Patty.  Yeah, I think we do need to continue to 


        22  maintain the line until about 6:00.  As more people 


        23  will sign up, I think Chad will add names to the 


        24  list, and then we'll certainly notify people.  But a 


        25  break seems to make sense. �
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         1            Just letting Brittany know we may take a 


         2  break.  And then if people show up, we'll gavel back 


         3  in and continue forward.  But we'll make sure you're 


         4  ready. 


         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  So let's do that.  Well, 


         6  how about if we took a break at 10 to?  Would that 


         7  work?  And then check back in?  Patty, does that 


         8  sound good? 


         9            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Yeah. 


        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        11            PATTY O'TOOLE:  That sounds -- sounds 


        12  great.  Thank you. 


        13            CHAD MADRON:  Okay. 


        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Yeah, let's just do 


        15  that.  And camera's off then, everyone, for a bit.  


        16  We'll see you at 10 minutes to the hour.  Thanks. 


        17            CHAD MADRON:  All panelists, please mute 


        18  your mics and turn off your cameras. 


        19            Those attending, you can see on the screen 


        20  and on our website, their email 


        21  meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org to sign up to give 


        22  comment today.  And I'll add you to the list that we 


        23  show on the screen.  Thank you. 


        24            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        25            PATTY O'TOOLE:  -- connect with you on �
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         1  when he is ready.  He's probably still adding names.  


         2  All right. 


         3            CHAD MADRON:  Hello, Mr. Chairman.  Yes, 


         4  I've processed all the email that I have up to this 


         5  moment.  And the list is updated on the screen.  So 


         6  let me go ahead and find our next speaker. 


         7            If you want to go ahead to Mr. Gevock, we 


         8  can go there. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  That sounds good. 


        10            Nick, you're next. 


        11            NICK GEVOCK:  Thank you, Council Members 


        12  and Chair.  I'm -- I'm glad you got me on here.  


        13  Thanks for this opportunity. 


        14            My name is Nick Gevock.  I'm actually a 


        15  Montana sportsman, and just speaking for myself 


        16  today. 


        17            And I certainly spent a lot of time 


        18  recreating in the Columbia Basin and -- and as an 


        19  angler.  You know, a lot of what I wanted to say has 


        20  been said, but I do just want to express support for 


        21  a strong, robust salmon recovery.  Many of the 


        22  points that have been made elevating the spill over 


        23  the dams, incorporate those recommendations from 


        24  your tribal and state fish managers. 


        25            And -- and really get serious about �



                                                              64 



         1  achieving this five million fish goal.  And I can't 


         2  stress enough that, you know, what's -- what's 


         3  happening is not working.  It's time to get serious 


         4  about salmon recovery.  So certainly this Council 


         5  needs to include breaching of the lower Snake River 


         6  dams in the -- in the plan or at least looking at it 


         7  and taking a serious look at what it would do. 


         8            So anyway, I just wanted to express my 


         9  strong support for those measures.  And thank you 


        10  for the opportunity to speak. 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Nick.  And thank 


        12  you. 


        13            All right.  Dave, you're up. 


        14            DAVE TEGELER:  Hello.  Can anybody hear 


        15  me? 


        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet we can.  Thank 


        17  you. 


        18            DAVE TEGELER:  Okay.  I thank you for this 


        19  forum. 


        20            I've -- I've just been kind of looking 


        21  from the outside-in at this whole effort over the 


        22  last couple of years.  And my comments are going to 


        23  be contrary to most of the people who have spoken 


        24  here. 


        25            I'm a licensed professional engineer in �
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         1  the state of Washington.  And one of the comments 


         2  that got my attention here a few minutes ago was 


         3  somebody was saying, "We can breach the dams and 


         4  replace the power with clean, reliable, renewable 


         5  energy."  Well, let me make a comment about that.  


         6  Except for hydropower, there is no clean and 


         7  reliable energy. 


         8            Windmills and solar panels are about as 


         9  dirty and expensive as you can get.  If you think of 


        10  -- of the mining that has to go on to produce the 


        11  solar panels or the horrible blight of the landscape 


        12  the windmills create, it's not an even trade at all.  


        13  And I'm a supporter of keeping the dams wherever 


        14  they are, even raising them if we can, but solve the 


        15  problem with fish ladders, if you have to. 


        16            But I do want to make a comment.  The -- 


        17  the current cost in -- in terms of electrical bills 


        18  for everybody, when you equate it to a pound of 


        19  salmon you buy at the grocery store, which costs 


        20  about 10 to 12 bucks depending on the market, the 


        21  cost right now today of the regulation associated 


        22  with preserving the salmon we have, is anywhere from 


        23  $15 to $25 a pound. 


        24            And I -- I did a -- a search, and Grok AI 


        25  actually did quite an extensive report on it.  If �
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         1  you have an inclination, you ought to -- you ought 


         2  to search it yourself.  What is -- what is the 


         3  energy cost subsidy for a pound of salmon you buy at 


         4  the grocery store?  It's about twice what you're 


         5  paying for at the grocery store. 


         6            So any -- any fish ladders or anything of 


         7  that nature have to take into the account that you 


         8  are increasing a regulatory subsidy on the 


         9  production of salmon. 


        10            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


        11            DAVE TEGELER:  I think at least people in 


        12  my camp would say, "Well, how much is enough?"  But 


        13  I think we absolutely have to keep those reservoirs 


        14  as giant batteries on the power system and keep 


        15  those dams alive. 


        16            Thank you very much. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Dave. 


        18            Elizabeth, you're up. 


        19            ELIZABETH KERWIN:  Hi, my name is 


        20  Elizabeth Kerwin and I'm here to share why salmon 


        21  recovery and a strong Fish and Wildlife Program 


        22  matter to me. 


        23            I live in Whatcom County and I'm a rate 


        24  payer and utility customer of PSE.  I and many other 


        25  rate payers in our community want BPA and our �
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         1  utility companies to prioritize fish-friendly power 


         2  generation and sustainable, abundant salmon and 


         3  steelhead populations.  And, you know, I'm not that 


         4  technically adept at speaking, but I'm working hard 


         5  to understand all of this. 


         6            And one thing that's really clear to me is 


         7  that we have made some devastating choices related 


         8  to the environment.  And I have looked quite a bit 


         9  at information about the Lower Snake River Dam and 


        10  really believe that it needs to be removed as a 


        11  necessary measure in the final 2026 Fish and 


        12  Wildlife Program. 


        13            And, you know, I heard someone -- an 


        14  impassioned younger speaker earlier in this call, 


        15  and I really appreciated what she spoke about how we 


        16  would look back 25 years from now at this moment in 


        17  time and what needs to happen in order to have an 


        18  environment that is livable for people who are much 


        19  younger than ourselves right now. 


        20            And I -- I really don't trust that the 


        21  desire for profit isn't winning out.  And, yeah, I 


        22  think that's a devastating reality, especially in 


        23  terms of the current administration and the 


        24  environmental protections that are being stripped 


        25  away.  And so my work actually as a forest protector �
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         1  up in Whatcom County is really focused on what can 


         2  we do more locally.  And the Northwest is my region. 


         3            And I really deeply hope that we can 


         4  consider what is going to be best for future 


         5  generations.  And the other part of this for me is 


         6  what's happened to the indigenous populations of 


         7  this country and of the state of Washington.  And 


         8  what do we owe in terms of the cultural implications 


         9  for -- I live near the -- the Nooksack people.  And 


        10  I think that that's such a huge consideration -- 


        11            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


        12            ELIZABETH KERWIN:  -- that has been 


        13  underplayed.  And so, you know, my position is 


        14  clear. 


        15            And I thank you so much for being willing 


        16  to listen to individual citizens. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet, Elizabeth, and 


        18  thank you. 


        19            All right, next, Chris Wilke. 


        20            CHRIS WILKE:  Can everybody hear me? 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  You bet.  Thanks, Chris. 


        22            CHRIS WILKE:  Okay.  Great.  Thanks for 


        23  making space for this testimony.  It took me a while 


        24  to figure out how to get on the list.  I appreciate 


        25  it. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah. 


         2            CHRIS WILKE:  My name -- my name is Chris 


         3  Wilkie. 


         4            I'm the Executive Director at Center for 


         5  Environmental Law and Policy.  I'm also a rate 


         6  payer, a conservationist, a salmon and steelhead 


         7  fisherman.  I travel to the Columbia River Basin and 


         8  spend money in the communities there. 


         9            Salmon are not optional to our region.  


        10  They're a keystone species that connects our forest 


        11  to our resident orcas offshore.  They've been the 


        12  lifeblood of our rivers.  And for the Pacific 


        13  Northwest tribes since time immemorial.  These 


        14  rivers are now in life support. 


        15            While we may speak at times of momentary 


        16  abundance, we still see deadly high temperatures, 


        17  fish kills, predation problems associated with dams, 


        18  poor water quality.  The science shows that we have 


        19  some runs on the brink of extinction and others have 


        20  been lost entirely.  We truck fish around dams.  We 


        21  shoot them through water cannons on TV. 


        22            And when these stories come out, people 


        23  think we're solving the problem.  But are we?  


        24  Climate change is getting worse for our region.  And 


        25  we can expect drought conditions increasing in �
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         1  frequency and intensity.  We can expect lower 


         2  snowpack.  And we can expect more demand from power 


         3  from data centers and a growing population. 


         4            We can also expect more habitat losses and 


         5  less marine survival for the salmon, which will mean 


         6  fewer fish returning.  And most of all, we can 


         7  expect warmer waters and less of it.  We have a 


         8  chance now to build resilience to restore salmon 


         9  runs to five million fish because they will get 


        10  knock -- knocked back again from climate change. 


        11            But if we strengthen this plan, we can 


        12  help give them a fighting chance.  And for this 


        13  reason, I'm urging the commission to include 


        14  elevated spill over the dams through August 31st to 


        15  protect the juvenile out-migrating salmon and 


        16  maintain biodiversity, to incorporate the 


        17  recommendations of tribal and state fisheries 


        18  managers, to adopt that 20-35 time frame for 


        19  achieving the five million fish goal, and to include 


        20  breaching the lower Snake River dams. 


        21            And here I'd like to take a moment to 


        22  address a comment that was made earlier about 


        23  windmills being dirty energy.  This is really a 


        24  false narrative that's put out as disinformation.  


        25  There's plenty of mining and extraction going on �
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         1  with fossil fuels.  The legacy -- 


         2            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         3            CHRIS WILKE:  -- legacy of dams is -- is 


         4  dirty also.  There's methane emissions coming from 


         5  the dams, 1.8 million megawatt -- metric tons of CO2 


         6  equivalent coming just from the lower Snake River 


         7  dams every year.  You can look up the estimated of 


         8  greenhouse gas emissions from lower Snake River dams 


         9  and reservoirs using the All-Res tool for that 


        10  information. 


        11            So for this reason, I urge you to -- to 


        12  connect your plan with specific actions and 


        13  performance standards to ensure the recovery of 


        14  salmon.  Thank you. 


        15            CHAD MADRON:  All right, Chair Milburn. 


        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes. 


        17            CHAD MADRON:  Hey, so I see that -- 


        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  I'm muted. 


        19            Chelsea, you're up. 


        20            Thank you, Chris.  Thank you. 


        21            Chelsea, you're up. 


        22            CHAD MADRON:  I see Chelsea is still not 


        23  connected. 


        24            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Let's -- let's 


        25  -- �
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         1            CHAD MADRON:  I was going to say Kaia 


         2  Olson has connected now. 


         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


         4            CHAD MADRON:  So we can jump down to her. 


         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia -- Kaia.  Let's go to 


         6  Kaia. 


         7            KAIA OLSON:  Hello.  Thank you. 


         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia, thank you. 


         9            KAIA OLSON:  Yes, thank you for being here 


        10  and hosting this public comment. 


        11            My name is Kaia Olson.  I am a student up 


        12  in Bellingham and a rate payer of Puget Sound 


        13  Energy.  And as a rate payer, I want reliable energy 


        14  year-round that also supports strong and sustainable 


        15  salmon populations. 


        16            I'd like to see BPA and local utilities 


        17  prioritize clean energy that reduces our region's 


        18  dependence on hydropower.  I'm deeply alarmed about 


        19  the crisis salmon and steelhead are facing across 


        20  the Columbia Basin, and I urge you to adopt a final 


        21  2026 Fish and Wildlife Program that helps achieve 


        22  the Council's legal obligations for the next 5 to 10 


        23  years and make actionable progress for salmon and 


        24  steelhead recovery. 


        25            To achieve the Council's five million fish �
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         1  goal, I urge you to adopt all of the recommendations 


         2  by state and tribal fish managers throughout the 


         3  region to whom the Council must pay deference as 


         4  required by the Northwest Power Act.  Specifically, 


         5  the following three priorities. 


         6            The first being elevated spills of -- 


         7  levels of spill through August 31st as a priority 


         8  hydropower operations measure.  Detailed and 


         9  explicit accountability measures, especially linked 


        10  to BPA's responsibility to achieve program goals. 


        11            And acknowledgement that lower Snake dam 


        12  removal is a necessary measure in the final 2026 


        13  Fish and Wildlife Program, and that would include an 


        14  analysis of dam breach scenario in the Ninth Power 


        15  Plan.  I just -- I really want to highlight that 


        16  salmon are the lifeblood of the Pacific Northwest, 


        17  and I cannot imagine a future without them. 


        18            I'm a young environmental science student, 


        19  and I -- you know, I cannot -- I can't imagine a 


        20  future without this keystone species that means so 


        21  much to our region economically and ecologically and 


        22  culturally.  So I urge you to adopt a plan that 


        23  ensures reliable energy without compromising salmon 


        24  and steelhead and all that they mean to us. 


        25            Thank you for your time. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Kaia, thank you. 


         2            All right.  Let's see.  Who do we want?  


         3  Who's on?  Who's connected? 


         4            CHAD MADRON:  Well, I see that Lauri 


         5  Dayton reconnected, so let me try -- 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right. 


         7            CHAD MADRON:  -- again allowing her to 


         8  talk, and perhaps she's fixed her equipment issue. 


         9            LAURI DAYTON:  Hello? 


        10            CHAD MADRON:  Hello. 


        11            LAURI DAYTON:  Hello.  Can you hear me? 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Yes, we can. 


        13            LAURI DAYTON:  Oh, finally. 


        14            CHAIR MILBURN:  There we go.  Thank you. 


        15            LAURI DAYTON:  Sorry about all that. 


        16            My name is Lauri Dayton, and I'm a 


        17  resident of Eastern Washington here, by profession 


        18  electrical engineering, have -- having worked at one 


        19  of them, Priest Rapids Dam.  Also an old Port of 


        20  Mattawa commissioner and an avid fisherman, and my 


        21  family -- extended family farms wheat in Colfax. 


        22            So I'm pretty interested in the lower 


        23  Snake River dams, but I want to look at a real 


        24  narrow topic of the temperature of the water in the 


        25  Snake River.  First-hand experience, I was fortunate �
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         1  enough to have a trip up Hells Canyon to Pittsburgh 


         2  Landing right during the heat dome event, August 


         3  11th.  And surprisingly the fish finder said the 


         4  water was 74 degrees. 


         5            So I jumped in and sure enough, it didn't 


         6  freeze.  And so, I'm good to think, "Now, wait a 


         7  minute.  Salmon are supposedly biologically impacted 


         8  somewhere north of 68 degrees.  So if the inflow is 


         9  that warm, how can the Snake River dams be 


        10  responsible for heating the water up that much?" 


        11            Enter Dworshak Dam with the activity of 


        12  releasing cold water low from the reservoir in the 


        13  summer to compensate for temperatures, and you find 


        14  that the water coming in at Lewiston, or the water 


        15  in the system at Lewiston is somewhere around 66 


        16  degrees. 


        17            Now, my 74 degree temperature thing was 


        18  corroborated by the gauging station at Anatone, 


        19  which I have the data on, and I was able to graph 


        20  over that.  Yes, it's 24 degrees Celsius, whatever 


        21  that is.  And when it leaves Ice Harbor, it's on the 


        22  order of 22 degrees -- 21 to 22 degrees.  So that's 


        23  about five or six degrees. 


        24            Anyhow, which causes me to question the 


        25  foundation of the argument that the Snake River �
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         1  dams, and Dworshak as a system, cause fish mortality 


         2  by raising the temperature too high.  And so, that 


         3  does reduce the arguments on -- 


         4            KRIS HOMEL:  Thirty seconds remaining. 


         5            LAURI DAYTON:  -- that does reduce the 


         6  arguments on that axis for removing the Snake River 


         7  dams, and I think what we need is some more 


         8  concentrated study because there's a lot of data out 


         9  there. 


        10            Anyhow, thanks for your time.  Take care. 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, you bet, and thank 


        12  you.  Yeah, thanks for your input.  Appreciate it. 


        13            Okay.  We have three remaining.  Any of 


        14  them connected?  Chelsea, Yuan, Patricia, Andrew? 


        15            CHAD MADRON:  I do have one phone line 


        16  that just connected.  Let me make sure. 


        17            If this is the phone line that connected, 


        18  are you Chelsea, Patricia, or Andrew?  I'm going to 


        19  take that as a no.  And so, the other three names 


        20  have not connected yet.  No, sir. 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.   


        22            Well, we are on the hook until 6:00 your 


        23  time, 7:00 my time.  So we can take another -- take 


        24  another break until 20 after, I suppose.  Do you 


        25  want to do that? �
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         1            Patty, what do you think? 


         2            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Yeah, that sounds pretty 


         3  good.  I think a good 15 minutes.  And, Mr. Chair, 


         4  then if we need to, we can extend it again.  And I'm 


         5  sure Chad will keep watching email. 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  I'll do that.  


         7  I'll check the -- 


         8            CHAD MADRON:  I did have someone just sign 


         9  up just now.  They are connected if you want to take 


        10  that caller. 


        11            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Yeah, go ahead.  


        12  Let's just do that right now. 


        13            CHAD MADRON:  It's Mr. Garrett Hylton or 


        14  Hilton. 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Go ahead. 


        16            GARRETT HYLTON:  Yeah, hello.  My name is 


        17  Garrett Hilton.  I work for Wells Rural Electric 


        18  Company in Northeastern Nevada.  We're a BPA all 


        19  requirements customer. 


        20            I just want to provide a little bit of 


        21  context for a -- a comment made about, you know, 


        22  methane gas releases at -- at dams.  The study that 


        23  that references most -- most frequently is a study 


        24  that takes a look at dams -- all dams worldwide. 


        25            In the United States, for example, less �
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         1  than 3 percent of all dams are equipped with 


         2  hydroelectric capabilities.  Dams exist for all 


         3  kinds of reasons.  Also, there are a lot of 


         4  disparities in gas releases near the equator versus 


         5  gas releases as you get higher up into the Northern 


         6  Hemisphere. 


         7            And so, some of those numbers that we're 


         8  talking about are -- are fairly minimal when we're 


         9  talking about the Northwest dams and their impact on 


        10  -- on carbon release.  I do want to acknowledge this 


        11  is an incredibly difficult, complicated issue, and 


        12  multiple things can be true at once.  Certainly, we 


        13  -- we want healthy, abundant salmon runs. 


        14            We want to be honoring treaties with -- 


        15  with Native American groups.  We also want to make 


        16  sure that our power grid is reliable in providing 


        17  energy to all of the -- the customers that we serve.  


        18  And, you know, the -- the bottom line here is, while 


        19  I certainly I'm sympathetic to the desire for 


        20  investing in green, reliable energy, the fact 


        21  remains that wind is not a dispatchable form of 


        22  generation. 


        23            Solar power is not a dispatchable form of 


        24  generation.  So your alternatives to a baseload 


        25  resource like hydro are -- are fairly limited.  And �
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         1  so, this is certainly not an easy, straightforward, 


         2  simple solution to adhere and -- and solve all of 


         3  these problems. 


         4            Thank you for your commitment to trying to 


         5  solve all of these problems and taking these things 


         6  into account, and for your time today. 


         7            CHAIR MILBURN:  And, Garrett, thank you 


         8  for your -- for your words.  Appreciate it. 


         9            All right.  Anyone else connected since 


        10  that, the last one?  All right. 


        11            CHAD MADRON:  No. 


        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Let's just -- let's 


        13  just come back -- 


        14            PATTY O'TOOLE:  May I suggest, yeah, maybe 


        15  till 5:30, and then we'll see if anyone else has 


        16  come back. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  6:30?  Okay. 


        18            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Or yeah -- or sorry, 5:30.  


        19  Yeah, 6:30 your time. 


        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  You mean 5:30.  Yeah, 6:30 


        21  my time.  5:30?  Okay. 


        22            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Okay.  Okay. 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Let's just do that.  Check 


        24  back in then.  Thanks. 


        25            Camera's off.  Audio off. �
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         1            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  There's Patty, there's 


         3  Brittany, there's Les, there's Chad.  Let's go ahead 


         4  and get going again.  If anyone has figured out how 


         5  to connect, I guess. 


         6            CHAD MADRON:  Hi, everyone.  Yeah, the 


         7  three names that had signed up ahead of the meeting 


         8  still have not connected. 


         9            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        10            CHAD MADRON:  And we've had no new sign-


        11  ups. 


        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Right. 


        13            CHAD MADRON:  So there's nothing to report 


        14  at this time. 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Well, I guess what 


        16  do we do? 


        17            PATTY O'TOOLE:  So, Mr. Chair, at this 


        18  point, I think it's -- we're sort of obligated to 


        19  make sure someone remains available and -- 


        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah. 


        21            PATTY O'TOOLE:  -- the court reporter 


        22  remain available for the full time, Mr. Chair.  But 


        23  if -- if you want to assign staff or a -- or just 


        24  yourself and release others, it's kind of up to you 


        25  at this point.  It's possible that someone could pop �
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         1  in before 6:00. 


         2            Another option is just to take another 15-


         3  minute break, come back, check in, just do that one 


         4  or two more times.  Or you can release -- release 


         5  folks and we'll just make sure someone does stay 


         6  around to be able to capture anything that might 


         7  come in.  It's up to you, Mr. Chair. 


         8            CHAIR MILBURN:  Let's -- let's -- I doubt 


         9  anybody's going to sign up.  For any of the council 


        10  members or anyone except Brittany, I guess you, 


        11  Patty, and me, go ahead and go if you'd like, but 


        12  we're -- we're going to -- let's take another break 


        13  though.  And at a quarter to, we'll check back in.  


        14  In the meantime, anybody wants to leave, go ahead 


        15  and go.  So we'll -- 


        16            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Thank you. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- we'll handle it.  So, 


        18  okay.  So let's check back in at your 5:45 time, 


        19  Patty and Brittany, if we could, and anyone else 


        20  that wants to stick around, but let's do that.  And 


        21  then we'll make a decision from there, whether to 


        22  just assign one or two people to stick around. 


        23            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Okay.  Thank you, Mr. 


        24  Chair. 


        25            ED SCHRIEVER:  And I'm going to jump off. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay.  Good. 


         2            ED SCHRIEVER:  It's Ed.  Good night. 


         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  See you, Ed.  Thank you. 


         4            ED SCHRIEVER:  Okay. 


         5            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


         6            CHAIR MILBURN:  Looks like only the same 


         7  three. 


         8            CHAD MADRON:  Actually, Mr. Chairman, 


         9  we've added three new names.  So -- 


        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, we do.  Oh, there we 


        11  are. 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Emme here.  Yeah.  The other 


        13  three still not connected, but we have three new 


        14  names.  One is not quite connected yet, but I did 


        15  get an email from her.  So I'm hoping she'll connect 


        16  shortly.   


        17            Oh, there she is.  So yeah, the three 


        18  folks starting with Emmy (sic) and Jan and Bea have 


        19  all connected and we can work through those names 


        20  when you're ready. 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Sounds good. 


        22            Emmy, let's go ahead with you.  Thanks. 


        23            EMME ROUTON:  Hey there, how's it going?  


        24  It's Emme, but it's confusing to everyone. 


        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  Emme? �
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         1            EMME ROUTON:  Yes. 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  Emme.  Okay. 


         3            EMME ROUTON:  Yeah, I just want to thank 


         4  you guys for taking the time out of your days to -- 


         5  to do this. 


         6            Just want to say, yeah, salmon are the -- 


         7  the ecological bedrock of -- of this place and this 


         8  land.  And I think need to be prioritized in -- in 


         9  all decisions because we can figure out solutions to 


        10  power generation, but it's pretty hard to bring back 


        11  -- bring back the salmon. 


        12            Yeah, food chain collapse, everything, 


        13  forest collapse, all the things that come downstream 


        14  of losing salmon.  They are -- they are integral to 


        15  the system.  And so anything we can do to prioritize 


        16  their well-being, prioritizes the well-being of this 


        17  land and its peoples. 


        18            Yeah, so just want to say that.  Really 


        19  appreciate you guys -- 


        20            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you. 


        21            EMME ROUTON:  -- yeah, allowing -- 


        22  allowing more spill through August would be great. 


        23            CHAIR MILBURN:  Thank you, Emme.  


        24  Appreciate it. 


        25            EMME ROUTON:  Yeah.  All right.  Take �
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         1  care. 


         2            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right.  Yeah.  Thanks. 


         3            CHAD MADRON:  Thanks, Emme. 


         4            CHAIR MILBURN:  All right, Jan. 


         5            Is Jan on -- Conitz? 


         6            JAN CONITZ:  Yeah. 


         7            CHAIR MILBURN:  Hi, Jan.  Thanks. 


         8            CHAD MADRON:  Jan, you have the ability -- 


         9  there you go.  I see you unmuted. 


        10            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Hello.  Oh-oh.  I've 


        11  got a bad echo. 


        12            CHAIR MILBURN:  Oh, yeah. 


        13            JAN CONITZ:  Let me make sure -- I'm 


        14  sorry.  Are you getting an echo? 


        15            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, we are.  We can come 


        16  back to you, if you would like.  And we -- 


        17            JAN CONITZ:  Let me try moving to a 


        18  different location in the house. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


        20            JAN CONITZ:  How about this? 


        21            CHAIR MILBURN:  A little better maybe.  


        22  Try it again. 


        23            JAN CONITZ:  How about now? 


        24            CHAIR MILBURN:  It's a little better. 


        25            JAN CONITZ:  Okay. �
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         1            CHAIR MILBURN:  I think -- I think it's 


         2  okay.  Why don't you go ahead.  Let's try it. 


         3            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Sorry about that. 


         4            Okay.  My name is Jan Conitz.  I grew up 


         5  and graduated from high school in Moscow, Idaho.  I 


         6  attended the University of Washington with a biology 


         7  degree.  And ever since I have lived in Alaska, I 


         8  got a master's degree from the University of Alaska 


         9  in fisheries. 


        10            I fish commercially for salmon in 


        11  Southeast Alaska.  And I worked as a research 


        12  fisheries biologist with the Alaska Department of 


        13  Fish and Game and US Fish and Wildlife Service for 


        14  about 20 years in Southeast Alaska and in the -- 


        15            THE REPORTER:  The echo is throwing me 


        16  off.  The last sentence, please. 


        17            JAN CONITZ:  Pardon? 


        18            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah.  Would you -- would 


        19  you repeat your last sentence there?  We'll try it a 


        20  little bit longer and see if we can do this.  We're 


        21  still getting an echo.  Repeat your last sentence.  


        22  We've got a recorder -- clerk recorder type here 


        23  taking notes. 


        24            JAN CONITZ:  Okay.  Let me just try 


        25  something.  I think I might have a duplicate Zoom �
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         1  session. 


         2            CHAD MADRON:  You did seem to have a 


         3  duplicate Zoom session.  Jan, do you want to try 


         4  again? 


         5            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah, Jan, are you there?  


         6  Still showing on. 


         7            CHAD MADRON:  Jan, I show you unmuted on 


         8  your side, but unfortunately, we can't hear you 


         9  anymore. 


        10            CHAIR MILBURN:  You know what?  Let's go 


        11  to the next one.  Maybe she can figure it out -- 


        12            CHAD MADRON:  Okay. 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  -- in the meantime. 


        14            Is that -- is it Bea, Bay? 


        15            BEA BAGLEY:  It's Bea.  Hi. 


        16            CHAIR MILBURN:  Bea, hi.  Hi, thanks for  


        17  -- 


        18            BEA BAGLEY:  Hi, thank you. 


        19            I'm a student.  I live in Bellingham.  


        20  Thanks for staying in the meeting for this like 


        21  little last minute comment.  I'll be quick. 


        22            I just wanted to remind you, the Council, 


        23  of your legal obligation to protect and enhance all 


        24  fisheries impacted by the hydropower system.  And a 


        25  great way to do that would be elevated spill over �
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         1  the dams to the end of August to protect the out 


         2  migrating juvenile salmon and steelhead. 


         3            And I just want to remind everyone again 


         4  that in the long-term, the only way to get to the 


         5  Council's proposed goal of five million fish is by 


         6  breaching the lower Snake River dams.  This is 


         7  pretty important to me.   


         8            I'm from the Pacific Northwest.  I want to 


         9  continue living here and the salmon are important 


        10  for our tribes and our ecological and economic 


        11  wellbeing.  That's all I got. 


        12            Thank you. 


        13            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yes, thank you. 


        14            Okay.  Back to Jan.  Any luck there?  Jan, 


        15  can you hear us? 


        16            CHAD MADRON:  Hi, Jan.  I still show you 


        17  as connected twice actually.  I've given both of 


        18  your lines ability to unmute if you want to try one. 


        19            CHAIR MILBURN:  Jan, we're not getting you 


        20  here.  If you don't have luck, Jan, you can always 


        21  email. 


        22            All right.  Well, the other three looks 


        23  like probably aren't going to be joining us. 


        24            We can take another. 


        25            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Mr. Chair, I think it's �
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         1  okay.  I mean, we've only got 10 minutes left.  I 


         2  think if you want to adjourn, I think we can. 


         3            CHAIR MILBURN:  Okay. 


         4            PATTY O'TOOLE:  We would just offer that 


         5  if anybody, Jan or anyone else who wanted to, yeah, 


         6  you can go to our website and submit written 


         7  comment.  It's quite easy.  There's lots of 


         8  different ways.  Chad's showing you right now.     


         9            There's just all kinds of information and 


        10  resources on our website that will help you do that.  


        11  So it's a great option if you did not or were not 


        12  able to participate in this hearing.  That's a great 


        13  -- great way to do it. 


        14            So, Mr. Chair, I'll leave it up to you.  


        15  But I think at this point, we've got less than 10 


        16  minutes.  I think it's okay. 


        17            CHAIR MILBURN:  Let's -- let's do it.  


        18  I'll go ahead and adjourn the meeting.  Thank you. 


        19            Anyone else that's out there listening, 


        20  thanks for your input.  We appreciate it.  And the 


        21  council members, thanks for joining in and 


        22  especially to the staff, Patty, Kym, Chad, everyone. 


        23            Thank you and good night. 


        24            PATTY O'TOOLE:  Thanks, all. 


        25            CHAIR MILBURN:  Yeah. �
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         1            THE REPORTER:  Have a good night.  Thank 


         2  you. 


         3            (WHEREUPON, the 2026 COLUMBIA RIVER BASIN 


         4  FISH AND WILDLIFE PROGRAM MEETING concluded at 5:52 


         5  p.m.) 
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