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HELD ON
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026
4:30 P.M
DOUG GROB: Doug Grob, I'mfromthe State of
Mont ana.

ED SCHRI EVER: Jeff Allen, ny counterpart, the
ot her Council nenber fromldaho, is delayed on a flight.
He is rushing his way here as soon as he's wheels down
at the Spokane airport. | know he apol ogi zes for his
tardi ness, but we blame it on the airline.

Wiile we m ght have hoped for a bigger crowd,
we're very happy to see all of you here to participate
in the Council's hearing on the Draft Power Pl an.

Anyone wi shing to provide public coment
should sign up on the list in the back of the room and
| will call people to testify in the order in which you
si gned up.

When you conme up to the m crophone, even
t hough we've call ed your nanme, please state your nane
and spell it for the court recorder, please. Al of the
comments tonight will be recorded so that we can get

themall correctly transcribed and reviewed in the plan.

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N N N N NN B B PR R PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P+ O

PUBLI C HEARI NG Sept enber 14, 2026
101228

The hearing will run probably much | onger than

It needs to. W're going to go until 6:30 tonight.

We'll listen to all your comments, and if other folks
have come in the room we'll listen to them O herw se,
we'll adjourn briefly or for a |onger period of tinme

until someone el se cones up, but we wll stay here until
6: 30 to take any comment.

There is staff in the roomfromthe Power
Council Central Ofice. Thereis -- Nate Clayville is
staff to Jeff Allen and nyself in |daho.

Peter Cogswell is our executive director out
of the Portland office.

As the first order of business, | have a
statement to make for the adm nistrative record about
this public hearing.

The Nort hwest Power Act of 1980 directs the
Counci|l to develop a regional conservation and electric
generation power plan, and to review that plan every
five years. The Council's current power plan is its
eighth plan, also referred to as the 2021 Power PI an.

The Council is now engaged in its latest five-
year power plan review. The Council released the Draft
Ni nt h Northwest Power Plan in md-August for public
review and comment. For nore information, including the

text of the draft plan and technical appendices, please
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visit the Council's website at nwcouncil.org.

The Council wi |l be accepting conments on the
Draft Ninth Plan through October 16th, 2026. The act
also requires the Council to hold public hearings in
every state represented by the Council which includes
| daho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington. The full
schedul e of hearings can be found online at
WWw. nwecounci | . org.

| would |ike to encourage anyone who is
interested in comenting to please sign up on one of the
sheets | ocated around the room

W have a court reporter in attendance to
record your coments. The transcript of this hearing
wll be circulated to all Council nenbers and staff and
Wil be included in the adm nistrative record for the
Power Pl an review.

You can also |l eave witten comments wth a
staff menber today, or submt conments online.
| nstructions for submtting coments online can al so be
found at the Council's website.

All comments received wll be carefully
considered by the Council in making its final decision
to approve the Ninth Northwest Power Plan. The Council
expects to nmake a final decision on the plan at the end

this year or early in 2027. Thank you.

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N N N N NN B B PR R PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P+ O

PUBLI C HEARI NG Sept enber 14, 2026
101228

| would just state that this is a hearing, not
a conversation, so we're here to listen to you, not go
back and forth with you. 1'd ask you al so pl ease be
courteous to other speakers when they're up at the
m cr ophone.

Kevin is going to kick this off with a
presentation to give you sone very inportant background
i nformati on on the power plan.

KEVIN SMT: Al right. Thank you, Menber
Schriever.

H, nmy nane is Kevin Smt. |'mthe nmanager
t he Power Pl anning Resources at the Council, and |'m
going to give you a little bit of a high-level overview
and sonme background on the Draft Plan outline. After
that, we | ook forward to your comments.

Most of this was touched on already, but again
we were authorized by the Northwest Power Act in 1980,
and we've been follow ng that power act ever since. The
Counci | menbers are appointed by the governors of the
four states of |daho, Montana, Oregon, and WAshi ngton,
so each appoint two nenbers to that Council, so for a
total of eight. So those are the Council nenbers who we
report to and who develop this power plan.

And again, we develop this plan wth broad

public input, which is part of what we're here tonight
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for. And then the Bonneville Power Adm nistration has
sone | egal responsibility under the act. The Power Act
was witten with Bonneville Power Adm nistration in
m nd.

W also do a -- a Fish and Wldlife program
That's been conpleted for this go-round. That's always
done prior to the power plan. It was adopted by the
Council in June 2026, and so that provides a good basis
for starting the power plan because it's -- it's about,
you know, a lot of it is about the water, keeping the
water nmoving for mgrating fish and also still neeting
the regional energy needs. So our role is balancing
t hose fish needs and -- and the power needs as we go
forward

So in terns of the power plan, | nmean, what is

it that we do? There is sone words involved there that
| think are really inportant. Those are words we have
drilled into our mnds and what we -- will guide us in
devel opi ng the power plan, but it's to ensure adequate,
efficient, economcal, and reliable power supply for the
Nor t hwest .

Again, we update this plan every five years,
but it's a 20-year look. W |look out for 20 years. W
do our forecasts and -- and resource devel opnment on a

20-year | ook, and we update it every five years. And
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t hings change a lot in five years, or they can.

You know, at a high |evel the plan asks for,
okay, what is the capability of the systemtoday. That
means how much -- how nmany power generation resources
and other resources do we have to neet the needs, what
do we have today. And then we say, okay, what m ght be
-- this is where the forecasting cone -- cones in. How
much m ght we need in the future. Wat is our |oad
growm h and -- and what are the future demands on the
power systemthat we m ght need going down the road.

And then what is the |east cost and the | east
risk way to neet those future needs while being m ndful
of their capabilities, you know, the limts that we have
I ncluding the constraints on the hydro system W have
requi renents of how nmuch water needs to -- to go through
the danms and so on, and also the environnmental quality.
And that's -- in a nutshell, that's what our power
planning is all about.

So the high-level takeaways fromthis -- this
particul ar power plan. First of all, |oad growth.
That's -- you -- you've heard about it, you've read
about it. Load growmh is significant, even conpared to
just five years ago when we did the other plan. It's a
| ot nore extrene and a | ot nore pronounced in this plan.

Driven by data centers and electrification, we see the
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forecast over the next 20 years for the region to
I ncrease by at |east 50 percent up to 100 percent.
That's the range of our forecast. That's a lot of |oad
growt h.

We al so account for uncertainty and risk, we
-- which we we've always done, and we -- we -- in doing
that we ook at a range of futures and the range of
ri sks around | oads, resources, and al so the weat her

conditions, all those extrenes that we've seen, the heat

spells and the really -- the cold spells we've had. W
account for all of those in our -- in our risk and
anal ysi s.

We do a resource portfolio. W -- we include

a cost-effective regional resource portfolio --
portfolio, excuse ne, for the suite of resources to add
to the grid to nmeet those future needs, so we | ook at
everything. W start wth a broad range and narrow t hat
down to the ones that are cost effective.

And then what's next? So the Council's
Regi onal Power Plan is a transparent, open, public
process, |like we're doing here, and these public
hearings are -- are part of that.

So this is kind of the high-level results.
The Draft Ninth Plan Resource Strategy for 2027 to 2032.

W really focus on that first six years of the plan,
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five or six years. O course it's a-- it's a 20-year
forecast so we have results for all those years, but the
focus is the action plan period, you know, before we
update it again.

So going down the |ist, the demand side
resources |like conservation, energy efficiency, provide
energy and capacity -- capacity that mnimze the need
to build out extra transm ssion and ot her resources. So
t hat reduces our |oad essentially, so we don't need
quite as many of those new resources.

Renewabl e energy conbined with storage to
support the region. They support adequacy and -- and
nmeeting clean goals. And you can see sone of the
nunbers in the table there. W're -- we're recomendi ng
for conservation, a thousand -- store a thousand average
megawatts. And with our nodeling work this tinme around,
we've shown different values in different places in the
regi on.

So we're -- we're setting two different
conservation targets this -- this time, proposing in
this Draft Plan 860 average negawatts for Oregon and
Washi ngton. That's where the |argest | oads and | oad
growh is. And then 200 average negawatts for |daho and
Montana. And you can see there the different avoi ded

costs to those. Sone -- the -- the higher value is --
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s nostly in Northwest Washi ngton where there's a | ot of
| oads and | oad growth and transm ssion constraints, and
| ess constrained and nore availability in Idaho and
Mont ana.

And you can see denmand response 590 negawatts,
vol tage regul ati on 220 negawatts, and then the renewabl e
s 9000 negawatts. Those are some pretty big nunbers,
and nunbers that we haven't seen recently, so that --
t hat response to that |oad grow h.

W al so have natural gas. New natural gas
provides energy to the systemat tines of |ow water.
And you can see there 2100 negawatts of natural gas are
part of the plan. 1In addition to that we have storage,
battery storage of 5200 nmegawatts. And again, that's
also a fairly large nunber and one we haven't seen
bef ore.

These resources are supported by a suite of
ot her reconmendations to address transm ssion,
permtting data center integration, and all kinds of
things that surround these particul ar nunbers, but these
are probably the -- the highlight of what you hear nost
about, and so here are those nunbers.

The Council's plan, you know, provides
| nportant gui dance for the whole region. Mny entities,

all the utilities in the region in sonme way are affected
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by the plan, but it has directly a connection to
Bonneville as the -- as the power nmarketer in region
they're required to acquire resources that it determ nes
consistent with the power plan. So they have a direct
link to -- to provide those resources consistently.

The Draft -- the Draft Ninth Plan recomends
Bonnevill e acquire its share of the conservation
resource, support its custonmers in acquiring other
demand si de resources, and acquire renewables if energy
I S needed beyond conservation. And then assess the cost
ef fecti veness between storage and natural gas if there's
a capacity need.

And even beyond the resource strategy, |
al luded to sone of this a second ago, but we do nore,
you know, we touch on all kinds of things. Transm ssion
planning is one of them W don't do detail ed
transm ssi on planni ng, but we have to know about the
constraints and -- and the costs and things of building
new transm ssion line. That does get factored in to our
-- our power planning.

We al so don't get too deeply into permtting
and siting of resources, but again we need to know about
t hat because we can't -- we can't recommend buil di ng
power plants where they can't be built, so things |ike

t hat we have to take into account, but we don't do those
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things directly.

And then the last bullet there too, we don't
set electricity rates or nake deci sions about resource
retirenment, so if resources are going to be retired that
doesn't conme fromus. W need to know that, if that's
goi ng to happen, we work that in to our planning, but
t hose are not our -- in our purview.

Ckay. The public coment, you've already
heard nost of this, please sign up on the sheets. Wen
you're ready to make a comment, please cone up to the
m crophone here. If you have questions, the staff
standi ng around can help you. Be courteous. Please
keep it brief and on topic. W do, | think, have plenty
of tine tonight but please keep it focused for others.
And your comments w Il becone part of the official
public record.

And if you do have witten conments, we wll
accept those. It does nake it easy for us if you have
t hose, and hand those over after you speak, if you can.
And you can also submt online. |[|f your friends or
relatives couldn't nmake it tonight, they can al ways
submt those witten comments online, and here's how you
do that. There's a QR code and information there if you
want to do that online. Just go to our website. It's

all there.

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N N N N NN B B PR R PR R R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P+ O

PUBLI C HEARI NG Sept enber 14, 2026 14
101228

And we want to hear fromyou. Thank you.

ED SCHRIEVER It will be the chairman's
deference to extend the coment period to five mnutes,
so feel confortable. W have two people signed up to
testify tonight. | appreciate that.

As | ong as you're not repeating yourself and
goi ng on and on about things that aren't related to the
power plan, I'mgoing to give you sone -- sone tine at
the mc.

| believe first is the honorable Ji mRobbins.

JI'M ROBBINS: Honor abl e?

ED SCHRIEVER. Did | say that out loud? Jim
when you conme to the mc would you pl ease say and spel
your name?

JIMROBBINS: | wll do that.

ED SCHRI EVER: Thank you, sir.

JIMROBBINS: M nane is JimRobbins, J-1-M
R-OB-B-1-NS, and a nunber of the Council menbers and
some of -- a number of the Northwest Power and
Conservation staff know ne as a board nenber of Kootena
El ectric, and also a board nenber of |daho Consuner
Uility Association.

| also cone here as a concerned user of power
fromthe Bonneville Power Adm nistration, which this

pl an has a great deal of influence on what they do and
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how they -- how they act. And as | |ook at the plan, ny
first concern is the reconmendati ons on resources.

|f we | earned anything at all about the -- the
resources in the Northwest, a couple of years ago in the
January three-day cold spell with no wnd, in which
there was zero wi nd production on the grid, we cane very
dangerously close to losing the power grid under those
condi tions.

And when | ook at this plan, you' re doubling
down on the very wind that doesn't show up under these
extrene conditions, and | find that extrenely troubling.
| spent nearly 60 years in delivering energy in this
Pacific Northwest, both natural gas and then electric.

| ' ve gone through and paid attention to the
severe weat her events that have occurred. The three-day
event in January was snmall conpared to those in the
past. | urge the staff and Council to | ook at 1988/ 89
w nter event, |asted al nost two weeks. The 1995/96
w nter, sane kind of conditions. 2016 and '17, simlar.

No wind. Extreme cold. It was zero degrees
in Seattle, and mnus 20 on the east side of the
Cascades, and | have no idea how cold Mntana was. And
you' re proposing 9000 average negawatts of wi nd, which
was the very thing that doesn't showup. | find this

danger ous.
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|f we | earned anything out of history, recent
history in Texas of losing the grid, people die when the
power grid goes down, and | think we should try to avoid
that here. | would Iike to see a whole |ot nore gas --
gas generation in place, and a whole Iot I ess w nd.

Don't take ny word for it. The Wstern
El ectric Coordinating Council whose responsibility it is
to assess the reliability of the bulk power systemin
the U.S. and the west makes the followi ng statenent in
their nost recent production. The Northwest and basin
are expected to be at an elevated risk of electric
shortfall during potential extrene weather events.
That's for 19 -- for 2026.

So | urge the Council to reconsider the stack
t hat they have and get nore dispatchabl e base | oad power
production so that we don't run out of power in these
critical period tinmes.

Now with this alleviation to a little bit nore
tinme, let nme al so expand on one other thing I find
troubling. This 9000 average negawatts of w nd under
the current designs will take up 550 to 750,000 acres of
| and. Now, do you think that's going to be built on the
west side of the Cascades? Not I|ikely.

And the politics that are currently in place

I's not going to allow where the wnd blows on the west
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side, which is offshore. So that neans that Eastern
Washi ngton, Eastern O egon, |daho, and Montana wll take
the brunt of all these wind turbines. |If Lava Ridge
project told us anything, the public and consequently
the politics are not too happy with people building

| arge wi nd projects where the power really goes

sonepl ace el se.

So | just add that as a piece of advice,
recogni zing the land requirements and the structure
requi rements for that nuch wind. So thank you.

ED SCHRI EVER: Thank you, Jim

And potentially our final speaker of the
ni ght, Abby Saks.

ABBY SAKS. Hello, ny nane is Abby Saks, A-B-
B-Y, SSA-K-S. | live in Spokane, and |I'm a ratepayer of
Avista. | amalso with Save Qur WIld Sal non Coalition
Wiile | do live in Spokane, our energy grid is deeply
connected with Coeur d Alene's, with both cities being
serviced by Avista, and we're also obviously a part of
the same water system the Spokane Val |l ey- Rat hdrum
Prairie Aquifer.

The river that runs through Spokane that just
ran dry this sumer runs from Lake Coeur D Al ene,

t hrough the city, past Post Falls Damand into
Washi ngton. And while our states have very different
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energy |and escapes, we are affected by clinmate change
in very simlar ways. Fires like the ones that just
devast at ed Spokane are occurring across the Northwest,
I ncl udi ng Mont ana and | daho.

Qur region nust work together to limt these
| npacts of climte change, and to do so it nust foster
an energy future where electricity is affordable and
cl ean, and supports heal thy and abundant sal non and
st eel head popul ations. These things can and shoul d
coexi st, and the power plan presents an opportunity to
work towards this future.

So first | urge you to adopt strong
conservation targets and encourage regi on-w de
col laboration to neet these goals. Qur energy grid nust
be i nproved and amended col | aboratively w thout setting
these different standards for different states.

Second, our region's transm ssion systemis
severely outdated which has limted our ability to bring
cl ean energy projects onto the grid, and not only is
this threatening energy reliability as denonstrated --
as demand increases and as denonstrated in blackouts in
Spokane where transm ssion systemwasn't able to deal
with the rapid demand increase -- or rapid demand.

But this also is putting further pressure on

the hydro systemwhich is already limted after years of
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drought and | ow snowpack. 1In the final power plan, I
urge you to nore robustly pursue new cl ean resources to
meet future needs, renove barriers to necessary
transm ssi on connections across the four states, and
request BPA to prepare for and acquire renewabl e
resources and |ead the region in expanding transm ssion
capacity in order to integrate theminto the grid.

For nmuch of Eastern Washi ngton and | daho our
sunmers are sunny and dry. W have the perfect
conditions for solar to power our increasingly grow ng
need for AC at this time of year, ACthat's used in
Spokane and Tri-Cities and Yakima and other cities in
Eastern Washington. There is also an i mense
opportunity for wnd year round across Central
Washi ngton. However, we need adequate transm ssion
capacity to fully realize this potential.

As we see the inpacts of the climate crisis
wor sen, our sal non popul ati ons al so continue near
extinction. This past August | was able to go to
Stanl ey, |daho, where the Sal non R ver and Redfish Lake,
bodi es of water that both got their names from once
abundant sal non popul ati ons, were noticeably enpty of
salmon. | believe five wild sockeye are returning to
t he Sal non basin this year.

And just this past weekend | attended the Free
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the Snake Flotilla in Lew ston, |daho, where over three
hundred people from Oregon, |daho, and Washi ngt on
rallied for salnon recovery and a free-flow ng | ower
Snake River. Seeing the dire state of salnon and river
heal th across -- or consensus and support for |ower
Snake restoration across the Northwest is grow ng.

So along these lines, the power plan resource
strategy can replace the 700 negawatts produced annually
fromthe four [ower Snake River dans, and the Counci
shoul d provi de technical support and nodeling in
partnership with Washington State to incorporate Lower
Snake River dam s energy replacenent into our region's
future power plans.

And finally, | urge you to request that BPA
help regional utilities inplenment demand response
prograns and Anericani ze energy conservati on program
delivery, especially to address the unique aspects of
serving rural comunities.

In the final plan, | urge the Council to
enbrace this really critical opportunity to build an
energy generation to benefit fish, our water and rivers,
and our communities so that we don't see another river
running dry next year. Thank you -- or in the future.

ED SCHRI EVER. Thank you.

Whi | e our coments m ght have been few, they
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21

were wel |l prepared and very nuch appreci at ed.

W will stand at recess until such tinme we
have nore people to provide comments.

(WHEREUPON, the Public Meeting concluded at
6:30 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Greg Salina, do hereby certify that |
reported all proceedi ngs adduced in the foregoing matter
and that the foregoing transcript pages constitutes a
full, true and accurate record of said proceedings to

the best of my ability.
| further certify that | amneither related to
counsel or any party to the proceedi ngs nor have any

interest in the outcone of the proceedings.

| N WTNESS HERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 26th Day of Septenber, 2026.

G eg Salina, CER No. 1441
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		114						LN		5		9		false		         9            I would like to encourage anyone who is				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		        10  interested in commenting to please sign up on one of the				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		        11  sheets located around the room.				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		        12            We have a court reporter in attendance to				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		        13  record your comments.  The transcript of this hearing				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		        14  will be circulated to all Council members and staff and				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		        15  will be included in the administrative record for the				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		        16  Power Plan review.				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		        17            You can also leave written comments with a				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		        18  staff member today, or submit comments online.				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		        19  Instructions for submitting comments online can also be				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		        20  found at the Council's website.				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		        21            All comments received will be carefully				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		        22  considered by the Council in making its final decision				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		        23  to approve the Ninth Northwest Power Plan.  The Council				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		        24  expects to make a final decision on the plan at the end				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		        25  this year or early in 2027.  Thank you.				false

		131						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		132						LN		6		1		false		         1            I would just state that this is a hearing, not				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		         2  a conversation, so we're here to listen to you, not go				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		         3  back and forth with you.  I'd ask you also please be				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		         4  courteous to other speakers when they're up at the				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		         5  microphone.				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		         6            Kevin is going to kick this off with a				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		         7  presentation to give you some very important background				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		         8  information on the power plan.				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		         9            KEVIN SMIT:  All right.  Thank you, Member				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		        10  Schriever.				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		        11            Hi, my name is Kevin Smit.  I'm the manager				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		        12  the Power Planning Resources at the Council, and I'm				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		        13  going to give you a little bit of a high-level overview				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		        14  and some background on the Draft Plan outline.  After				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		        15  that, we look forward to your comments.				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		        16            Most of this was touched on already, but again				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		        17  we were authorized by the Northwest Power Act in 1980,				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		        18  and we've been following that power act ever since.  The				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		        19  Council members are appointed by the governors of the				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		        20  four states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington,				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		        21  so each appoint two members to that Council, so for a				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		        22  total of eight.  So those are the Council members who we				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		        23  report to and who develop this power plan.				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		        24            And again, we develop this plan with broad				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		        25  public input, which is part of what we're here tonight				false

		157						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		158						LN		7		1		false		         1  for.  And then the Bonneville Power Administration has				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		         2  some legal responsibility under the act.  The Power Act				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		         3  was written with Bonneville Power Administration in				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		         4  mind.				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		         5            We also do a -- a Fish and Wildlife program.				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		         6  That's been completed for this go-round.  That's always				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		         7  done prior to the power plan.  It was adopted by the				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		         8  Council in June 2026, and so that provides a good basis				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		         9  for starting the power plan because it's -- it's about,				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		        10  you know, a lot of it is about the water, keeping the				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		        11  water moving for migrating fish and also still meeting				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		        12  the regional energy needs.  So our role is balancing				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		        13  those fish needs and -- and the power needs as we go				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		        14  forward.				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		        15            So in terms of the power plan, I mean, what is				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		        16  it that we do?  There is some words involved there that				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		        17  I think are really important.  Those are words we have				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		        18  drilled into our minds and what we -- will guide us in				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		        19  developing the power plan, but it's to ensure adequate,				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		        20  efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for the				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		        21  Northwest.				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		        22            Again, we update this plan every five years,				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		        23  but it's a 20-year look.  We look out for 20 years.  We				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		        24  do our forecasts and -- and resource development on a				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		        25  20-year look, and we update it every five years.  And				false

		183						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		184						LN		8		1		false		         1  things change a lot in five years, or they can.				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		         2            You know, at a high level the plan asks for,				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		         3  okay, what is the capability of the system today.  That				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		         4  means how much -- how many power generation resources				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		         5  and other resources do we have to meet the needs, what				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		         6  do we have today.  And then we say, okay, what might be				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		         7  -- this is where the forecasting come -- comes in.  How				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		         8  much might we need in the future.  What is our load				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		         9  growth and -- and what are the future demands on the				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		        10  power system that we might need going down the road.				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		        11            And then what is the least cost and the least				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		        12  risk way to meet those future needs while being mindful				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		        13  of their capabilities, you know, the limits that we have				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		        14  including the constraints on the hydro system.  We have				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		        15  requirements of how much water needs to -- to go through				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		        16  the dams and so on, and also the environmental quality.				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		        17  And that's -- in a nutshell, that's what our power				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		        18  planning is all about.				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		        19            So the high-level takeaways from this -- this				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		        20  particular power plan.  First of all, load growth.				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		        21  That's -- you -- you've heard about it, you've read				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		        22  about it.  Load growth is significant, even compared to				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		        23  just five years ago when we did the other plan.  It's a				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		        24  lot more extreme and a lot more pronounced in this plan.				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		        25  Driven by data centers and electrification, we see the				false

		209						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		210						LN		9		1		false		         1  forecast over the next 20 years for the region to				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		         2  increase by at least 50 percent up to 100 percent.				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		         3  That's the range of our forecast.  That's a lot of load				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		         4  growth.				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		         5            We also account for uncertainty and risk, we				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		         6  -- which we we've always done, and we -- we -- in doing				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		         7  that we look at a range of futures and the range of				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		         8  risks around loads, resources, and also the weather				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		         9  conditions, all those extremes that we've seen, the heat				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		        10  spells and the really -- the cold spells we've had.  We				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		        11  account for all of those in our -- in our risk and				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		        12  analysis.				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		        13            We do a resource portfolio.  We -- we include				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		        14  a cost-effective regional resource portfolio --				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		        15  portfolio, excuse me, for the suite of resources to add				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		        16  to the grid to meet those future needs, so we look at				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		        17  everything.  We start with a broad range and narrow that				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		        18  down to the ones that are cost effective.				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		        19            And then what's next?  So the Council's				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		        20  Regional Power Plan is a transparent, open, public				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		        21  process, like we're doing here, and these public				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		        22  hearings are -- are part of that.				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		        23            So this is kind of the high-level results.				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		        24  The Draft Ninth Plan Resource Strategy for 2027 to 2032.				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		        25  We really focus on that first six years of the plan,				false

		235						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		236						LN		10		1		false		         1  five or six years.  Of course it's a -- it's a 20-year				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		         2  forecast so we have results for all those years, but the				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		         3  focus is the action plan period, you know, before we				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		         4  update it again.				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		         5            So going down the list, the demand side				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		         6  resources like conservation, energy efficiency, provide				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		         7  energy and capacity -- capacity that minimize the need				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		         8  to build out extra transmission and other resources.  So				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		         9  that reduces our load essentially, so we don't need				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		        10  quite as many of those new resources.				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		        11            Renewable energy combined with storage to				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		        12  support the region.  They support adequacy and -- and				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		        13  meeting clean goals.  And you can see some of the				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		        14  numbers in the table there.  We're -- we're recommending				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		        15  for conservation, a thousand -- store a thousand average				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		        16  megawatts.  And with our modeling work this time around,				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		        17  we've shown different values in different places in the				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		        18  region.				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		        19            So we're -- we're setting two different				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		        20  conservation targets this -- this time, proposing in				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		        21  this Draft Plan 860 average megawatts for Oregon and				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		        22  Washington.  That's where the largest loads and load				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		        23  growth is.  And then 200 average megawatts for Idaho and				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		        24  Montana.  And you can see there the different avoided				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		        25  costs to those.  Some -- the -- the higher value is --				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		         1  is mostly in Northwest Washington where there's a lot of				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		         2  loads and load growth and transmission constraints, and				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		         3  less constrained and more availability in Idaho and				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		         4  Montana.				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		         5            And you can see demand response 590 megawatts,				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		         6  voltage regulation 220 megawatts, and then the renewable				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		         7  is 9000 megawatts.  Those are some pretty big numbers,				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		         8  and numbers that we haven't seen recently, so that --				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		         9  that response to that load growth.				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		        10            We also have natural gas.  New natural gas				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		        11  provides energy to the system at times of low water.				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		        12  And you can see there 2100 megawatts of natural gas are				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		        13  part of the plan.  In addition to that we have storage,				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		        14  battery storage of 5200 megawatts.  And again, that's				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		        15  also a fairly large number and one we haven't seen				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		        16  before.				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		        17            These resources are supported by a suite of				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		        18  other recommendations to address transmission,				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		        19  permitting data center integration, and all kinds of				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		        20  things that surround these particular numbers, but these				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		        21  are probably the -- the highlight of what you hear most				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		        22  about, and so here are those numbers.				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		        23            The Council's plan, you know, provides				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		        24  important guidance for the whole region.  Many entities,				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  all the utilities in the region in some way are affected				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		         1  by the plan, but it has directly a connection to				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		         2  Bonneville as the -- as the power marketer in region				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3  they're required to acquire resources that it determines				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  consistent with the power plan.  So they have a direct				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  link to -- to provide those resources consistently.				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6            The Draft -- the Draft Ninth Plan recommends				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7  Bonneville acquire its share of the conservation				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  resource, support its customers in acquiring other				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9  demand side resources, and acquire renewables if energy				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10  is needed beyond conservation.  And then assess the cost				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  effectiveness between storage and natural gas if there's				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  a capacity need.				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13            And even beyond the resource strategy, I				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14  alluded to some of this a second ago, but we do more,				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15  you know, we touch on all kinds of things.  Transmission				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  planning is one of them.  We don't do detailed				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17  transmission planning, but we have to know about the				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  constraints and -- and the costs and things of building				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19  new transmission line.  That does get factored in to our				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  -- our power planning.				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21            We also don't get too deeply into permitting				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22  and siting of resources, but again we need to know about				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23  that because we can't -- we can't recommend building				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24  power plants where they can't be built, so things like				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25  that we have to take into account, but we don't do those				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  things directly.				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2            And then the last bullet there too, we don't				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3  set electricity rates or make decisions about resource				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  retirement, so if resources are going to be retired that				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5  doesn't come from us.  We need to know that, if that's				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6  going to happen, we work that in to our planning, but				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  those are not our -- in our purview.				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8            Okay.  The public comment, you've already				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9  heard most of this, please sign up on the sheets.  When				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  you're ready to make a comment, please come up to the				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11  microphone here.  If you have questions, the staff				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  standing around can help you.  Be courteous.  Please				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13  keep it brief and on topic.  We do, I think, have plenty				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14  of time tonight but please keep it focused for others.				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		        15  And your comments will become part of the official				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		        16  public record.				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		        17            And if you do have written comments, we will				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18  accept those.  It does make it easy for us if you have				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  those, and hand those over after you speak, if you can.				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  And you can also submit online.  If your friends or				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  relatives couldn't make it tonight, they can always				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22  submit those written comments online, and here's how you				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23  do that.  There's a QR code and information there if you				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24  want to do that online.  Just go to our website.  It's				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  all there.				false
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		340						LN		14		1		false		         1            And we want to hear from you.  Thank you.				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2            ED SCHRIEVER:  It will be the chairman's				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3  deference to extend the comment period to five minutes,				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  so feel comfortable.  We have two people signed up to				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5  testify tonight.  I appreciate that.				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6            As long as you're not repeating yourself and				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7  going on and on about things that aren't related to the				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8  power plan, I'm going to give you some -- some time at				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  the mic.				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		        10            I believe first is the honorable Jim Robbins.				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		        11            JIM ROBBINS:  Honorable?				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		        12            ED SCHRIEVER:  Did I say that out loud?  Jim,				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		        13  when you come to the mic would you please say and spell				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		        14  your name?				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		        15            JIM ROBBINS:  I will do that.				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		        16            ED SCHRIEVER:  Thank you, sir.				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		        17            JIM ROBBINS:  My name is Jim Robbins, J-I-M,				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		        18  R-O-B-B-I-N-S, and a number of the Council members and				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  some of -- a number of the Northwest Power and				false
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         1                       PUBLIC HEARING 



         2                 NINTH NORTHWEST POWER PLAN  



         3                           HELD ON 



         4                 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 



         5                          4:30 P.M. 



         6   



         7            DOUG GROB:   Doug Grob, I'm from the State of 



         8  Montana. 



         9            ED SCHRIEVER:  Jeff Allen, my counterpart, the 



        10  other Council member from Idaho, is delayed on a flight.  



        11  He is rushing his way here as soon as he's wheels down 



        12  at the Spokane airport.  I know he apologizes for his 



        13  tardiness, but we blame it on the airline.   



        14            While we might have hoped for a bigger crowd, 



        15  we're very happy to see all of you here to participate 



        16  in the Council's hearing on the Draft Power Plan.   



        17            Anyone wishing to provide public comment 



        18  should sign up on the list in the back of the room, and 



        19  I will call people to testify in the order in which you 



        20  signed up.   



        21            When you come up to the microphone, even 



        22  though we've called your name, please state your name 



        23  and spell it for the court recorder, please.  All of the 



        24  comments tonight will be recorded so that we can get 



        25  them all correctly transcribed and reviewed in the plan.   �
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         1            The hearing will run probably much longer than 



         2  it needs to.  We're going to go until 6:30 tonight.  



         3  We'll listen to all your comments, and if other folks 



         4  have come in the room, we'll listen to them.  Otherwise, 



         5  we'll adjourn briefly or for a longer period of time 



         6  until someone else comes up, but we will stay here until 



         7  6:30 to take any comment.   



         8            There is staff in the room from the Power 



         9  Council Central Office.  There is -- Nate Clayville is 



        10  staff to Jeff Allen and myself in Idaho.   



        11            Peter Cogswell is our executive director out 



        12  of the Portland office.   



        13            As the first order of business, I have a 



        14  statement to make for the administrative record about 



        15  this public hearing.   



        16            The Northwest Power Act of 1980 directs the 



        17  Council to develop a regional conservation and electric 



        18  generation power plan, and to review that plan every 



        19  five years.  The Council's current power plan is its 



        20  eighth plan, also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan.   



        21            The Council is now engaged in its latest five-



        22  year power plan review.  The Council released the Draft 



        23  Ninth Northwest Power Plan in mid-August for public 



        24  review and comment.  For more information, including the 



        25  text of the draft plan and technical appendices, please �
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         1  visit the Council's website at nwcouncil.org. 



         2            The Council will be accepting comments on the 



         3  Draft Ninth Plan through October 16th, 2026.  The act 



         4  also requires the Council to hold public hearings in 



         5  every state represented by the Council which includes 



         6  Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington.  The full 



         7  schedule of hearings can be found online at 



         8  www.nwcouncil.org. 



         9            I would like to encourage anyone who is 



        10  interested in commenting to please sign up on one of the 



        11  sheets located around the room.   



        12            We have a court reporter in attendance to 



        13  record your comments.  The transcript of this hearing 



        14  will be circulated to all Council members and staff and 



        15  will be included in the administrative record for the 



        16  Power Plan review.   



        17            You can also leave written comments with a 



        18  staff member today, or submit comments online.  



        19  Instructions for submitting comments online can also be 



        20  found at the Council's website.   



        21            All comments received will be carefully 



        22  considered by the Council in making its final decision 



        23  to approve the Ninth Northwest Power Plan.  The Council 



        24  expects to make a final decision on the plan at the end 



        25  this year or early in 2027.  Thank you.   �
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         1            I would just state that this is a hearing, not 



         2  a conversation, so we're here to listen to you, not go 



         3  back and forth with you.  I'd ask you also please be 



         4  courteous to other speakers when they're up at the 



         5  microphone.   



         6            Kevin is going to kick this off with a 



         7  presentation to give you some very important background 



         8  information on the power plan.   



         9            KEVIN SMIT:  All right.  Thank you, Member 



        10  Schriever.   



        11            Hi, my name is Kevin Smit.  I'm the manager 



        12  the Power Planning Resources at the Council, and I'm 



        13  going to give you a little bit of a high-level overview 



        14  and some background on the Draft Plan outline.  After 



        15  that, we look forward to your comments.   



        16            Most of this was touched on already, but again 



        17  we were authorized by the Northwest Power Act in 1980, 



        18  and we've been following that power act ever since.  The 



        19  Council members are appointed by the governors of the 



        20  four states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, 



        21  so each appoint two members to that Council, so for a 



        22  total of eight.  So those are the Council members who we 



        23  report to and who develop this power plan.   



        24            And again, we develop this plan with broad 



        25  public input, which is part of what we're here tonight �
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         1  for.  And then the Bonneville Power Administration has 



         2  some legal responsibility under the act.  The Power Act 



         3  was written with Bonneville Power Administration in 



         4  mind.   



         5            We also do a -- a Fish and Wildlife program.  



         6  That's been completed for this go-round.  That's always 



         7  done prior to the power plan.  It was adopted by the 



         8  Council in June 2026, and so that provides a good basis 



         9  for starting the power plan because it's -- it's about, 



        10  you know, a lot of it is about the water, keeping the 



        11  water moving for migrating fish and also still meeting 



        12  the regional energy needs.  So our role is balancing 



        13  those fish needs and -- and the power needs as we go 



        14  forward.   



        15            So in terms of the power plan, I mean, what is 



        16  it that we do?  There is some words involved there that 



        17  I think are really important.  Those are words we have 



        18  drilled into our minds and what we -- will guide us in 



        19  developing the power plan, but it's to ensure adequate, 



        20  efficient, economical, and reliable power supply for the 



        21  Northwest.   



        22            Again, we update this plan every five years, 



        23  but it's a 20-year look.  We look out for 20 years.  We 



        24  do our forecasts and -- and resource development on a 



        25  20-year look, and we update it every five years.  And �
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         1  things change a lot in five years, or they can.   



         2            You know, at a high level the plan asks for, 



         3  okay, what is the capability of the system today.  That 



         4  means how much -- how many power generation resources 



         5  and other resources do we have to meet the needs, what 



         6  do we have today.  And then we say, okay, what might be 



         7  -- this is where the forecasting come -- comes in.  How 



         8  much might we need in the future.  What is our load 



         9  growth and -- and what are the future demands on the 



        10  power system that we might need going down the road.   



        11            And then what is the least cost and the least 



        12  risk way to meet those future needs while being mindful 



        13  of their capabilities, you know, the limits that we have 



        14  including the constraints on the hydro system.  We have 



        15  requirements of how much water needs to -- to go through 



        16  the dams and so on, and also the environmental quality.  



        17  And that's -- in a nutshell, that's what our power 



        18  planning is all about.   



        19            So the high-level takeaways from this -- this 



        20  particular power plan.  First of all, load growth.  



        21  That's -- you -- you've heard about it, you've read 



        22  about it.  Load growth is significant, even compared to 



        23  just five years ago when we did the other plan.  It's a 



        24  lot more extreme and a lot more pronounced in this plan.  



        25  Driven by data centers and electrification, we see the �
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         1  forecast over the next 20 years for the region to 



         2  increase by at least 50 percent up to 100 percent.  



         3  That's the range of our forecast.  That's a lot of load 



         4  growth.   



         5            We also account for uncertainty and risk, we  



         6  -- which we we've always done, and we -- we -- in doing 



         7  that we look at a range of futures and the range of 



         8  risks around loads, resources, and also the weather 



         9  conditions, all those extremes that we've seen, the heat 



        10  spells and the really -- the cold spells we've had.  We 



        11  account for all of those in our -- in our risk and 



        12  analysis.   



        13            We do a resource portfolio.  We -- we include 



        14  a cost-effective regional resource portfolio -- 



        15  portfolio, excuse me, for the suite of resources to add 



        16  to the grid to meet those future needs, so we look at 



        17  everything.  We start with a broad range and narrow that 



        18  down to the ones that are cost effective.   



        19            And then what's next?  So the Council's 



        20  Regional Power Plan is a transparent, open, public 



        21  process, like we're doing here, and these public 



        22  hearings are -- are part of that.   



        23            So this is kind of the high-level results.  



        24  The Draft Ninth Plan Resource Strategy for 2027 to 2032.  



        25  We really focus on that first six years of the plan, �
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         1  five or six years.  Of course it's a -- it's a 20-year 



         2  forecast so we have results for all those years, but the 



         3  focus is the action plan period, you know, before we 



         4  update it again.   



         5            So going down the list, the demand side 



         6  resources like conservation, energy efficiency, provide 



         7  energy and capacity -- capacity that minimize the need 



         8  to build out extra transmission and other resources.  So 



         9  that reduces our load essentially, so we don't need 



        10  quite as many of those new resources.   



        11            Renewable energy combined with storage to 



        12  support the region.  They support adequacy and -- and 



        13  meeting clean goals.  And you can see some of the 



        14  numbers in the table there.  We're -- we're recommending 



        15  for conservation, a thousand -- store a thousand average 



        16  megawatts.  And with our modeling work this time around, 



        17  we've shown different values in different places in the 



        18  region.   



        19            So we're -- we're setting two different 



        20  conservation targets this -- this time, proposing in 



        21  this Draft Plan 860 average megawatts for Oregon and 



        22  Washington.  That's where the largest loads and load 



        23  growth is.  And then 200 average megawatts for Idaho and 



        24  Montana.  And you can see there the different avoided 



        25  costs to those.  Some -- the -- the higher value is -- �
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         1  is mostly in Northwest Washington where there's a lot of 



         2  loads and load growth and transmission constraints, and 



         3  less constrained and more availability in Idaho and 



         4  Montana.   



         5            And you can see demand response 590 megawatts, 



         6  voltage regulation 220 megawatts, and then the renewable 



         7  is 9000 megawatts.  Those are some pretty big numbers, 



         8  and numbers that we haven't seen recently, so that -- 



         9  that response to that load growth.   



        10            We also have natural gas.  New natural gas 



        11  provides energy to the system at times of low water.  



        12  And you can see there 2100 megawatts of natural gas are 



        13  part of the plan.  In addition to that we have storage, 



        14  battery storage of 5200 megawatts.  And again, that's 



        15  also a fairly large number and one we haven't seen 



        16  before.   



        17            These resources are supported by a suite of 



        18  other recommendations to address transmission, 



        19  permitting data center integration, and all kinds of 



        20  things that surround these particular numbers, but these 



        21  are probably the -- the highlight of what you hear most 



        22  about, and so here are those numbers.   



        23            The Council's plan, you know, provides 



        24  important guidance for the whole region.  Many entities, 



        25  all the utilities in the region in some way are affected �
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         1  by the plan, but it has directly a connection to 



         2  Bonneville as the -- as the power marketer in region 



         3  they're required to acquire resources that it determines 



         4  consistent with the power plan.  So they have a direct 



         5  link to -- to provide those resources consistently.   



         6            The Draft -- the Draft Ninth Plan recommends 



         7  Bonneville acquire its share of the conservation 



         8  resource, support its customers in acquiring other 



         9  demand side resources, and acquire renewables if energy 



        10  is needed beyond conservation.  And then assess the cost 



        11  effectiveness between storage and natural gas if there's 



        12  a capacity need.   



        13            And even beyond the resource strategy, I 



        14  alluded to some of this a second ago, but we do more, 



        15  you know, we touch on all kinds of things.  Transmission 



        16  planning is one of them.  We don't do detailed 



        17  transmission planning, but we have to know about the 



        18  constraints and -- and the costs and things of building 



        19  new transmission line.  That does get factored in to our 



        20  -- our power planning.   



        21            We also don't get too deeply into permitting 



        22  and siting of resources, but again we need to know about 



        23  that because we can't -- we can't recommend building 



        24  power plants where they can't be built, so things like 



        25  that we have to take into account, but we don't do those �
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         1  things directly.   



         2            And then the last bullet there too, we don't 



         3  set electricity rates or make decisions about resource 



         4  retirement, so if resources are going to be retired that 



         5  doesn't come from us.  We need to know that, if that's 



         6  going to happen, we work that in to our planning, but 



         7  those are not our -- in our purview.   



         8            Okay.  The public comment, you've already 



         9  heard most of this, please sign up on the sheets.  When 



        10  you're ready to make a comment, please come up to the 



        11  microphone here.  If you have questions, the staff 



        12  standing around can help you.  Be courteous.  Please 



        13  keep it brief and on topic.  We do, I think, have plenty 



        14  of time tonight but please keep it focused for others.  



        15  And your comments will become part of the official 



        16  public record.   



        17            And if you do have written comments, we will 



        18  accept those.  It does make it easy for us if you have 



        19  those, and hand those over after you speak, if you can.  



        20  And you can also submit online.  If your friends or 



        21  relatives couldn't make it tonight, they can always 



        22  submit those written comments online, and here's how you 



        23  do that.  There's a QR code and information there if you 



        24  want to do that online.  Just go to our website.  It's 



        25  all there.   �
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         1            And we want to hear from you.  Thank you.   



         2            ED SCHRIEVER:  It will be the chairman's 



         3  deference to extend the comment period to five minutes, 



         4  so feel comfortable.  We have two people signed up to 



         5  testify tonight.  I appreciate that.   



         6            As long as you're not repeating yourself and 



         7  going on and on about things that aren't related to the 



         8  power plan, I'm going to give you some -- some time at 



         9  the mic.   



        10            I believe first is the honorable Jim Robbins.   



        11            JIM ROBBINS:  Honorable?   



        12            ED SCHRIEVER:  Did I say that out loud?  Jim, 



        13  when you come to the mic would you please say and spell 



        14  your name?   



        15            JIM ROBBINS:  I will do that.   



        16            ED SCHRIEVER:  Thank you, sir.   



        17            JIM ROBBINS:  My name is Jim Robbins, J-I-M, 



        18  R-O-B-B-I-N-S, and a number of the Council members and 



        19  some of -- a number of the Northwest Power and 



        20  Conservation staff know me as a board member of Kootenai 



        21  Electric, and also a board member of Idaho Consumer 



        22  Utility Association.   



        23            I also come here as a concerned user of power 



        24  from the Bonneville Power Administration, which this 



        25  plan has a great deal of influence on what they do and �
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         1  how they -- how they act.  And as I look at the plan, my 



         2  first concern is the recommendations on resources.   



         3            If we learned anything at all about the -- the 



         4  resources in the Northwest, a couple of years ago in the 



         5  January three-day cold spell with no wind, in which 



         6  there was zero wind production on the grid, we came very 



         7  dangerously close to losing the power grid under those 



         8  conditions.   



         9            And when I look at this plan, you're doubling 



        10  down on the very wind that doesn't show up under these 



        11  extreme conditions, and I find that extremely troubling.  



        12  I spent nearly 60 years in delivering energy in this 



        13  Pacific Northwest, both natural gas and then electric.   



        14            I've gone through and paid attention to the 



        15  severe weather events that have occurred.  The three-day 



        16  event in January was small compared to those in the 



        17  past.  I urge the staff and Council to look at 1988/89 



        18  winter event, lasted almost two weeks.  The 1995/96 



        19  winter, same kind of conditions.  2016 and '17, similar.   



        20            No wind.  Extreme cold.  It was zero degrees 



        21  in Seattle, and minus 20 on the east side of the 



        22  Cascades, and I have no idea how cold Montana was.  And 



        23  you're proposing 9000 average megawatts of wind, which 



        24  was the very thing that doesn't show up.  I find this 



        25  dangerous.   �
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         1            If we learned anything out of history, recent 



         2  history in Texas of losing the grid, people die when the 



         3  power grid goes down, and I think we should try to avoid 



         4  that here.  I would like to see a whole lot more gas -- 



         5  gas generation in place, and a whole lot less wind.   



         6            Don't take my word for it.  The Western 



         7  Electric Coordinating Council whose responsibility it is 



         8  to assess the reliability of the bulk power system in 



         9  the U.S. and the west makes the following statement in 



        10  their most recent production.  The Northwest and basin 



        11  are expected to be at an elevated risk of electric 



        12  shortfall during potential extreme weather events.  



        13  That's for 19 -- for 2026.   



        14            So I urge the Council to reconsider the stack 



        15  that they have and get more dispatchable base load power 



        16  production so that we don't run out of power in these 



        17  critical period times.   



        18            Now with this alleviation to a little bit more 



        19  time, let me also expand on one other thing I find 



        20  troubling.  This 9000 average megawatts of wind under 



        21  the current designs will take up 550 to 750,000 acres of 



        22  land.  Now, do you think that's going to be built on the 



        23  west side of the Cascades?  Not likely.   



        24            And the politics that are currently in place 



        25  is not going to allow where the wind blows on the west �
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         1  side, which is offshore.  So that means that Eastern 



         2  Washington, Eastern Oregon, Idaho, and Montana will take 



         3  the brunt of all these wind turbines.  If Lava Ridge 



         4  project told us anything, the public and consequently 



         5  the politics are not too happy with people building 



         6  large wind projects where the power really goes 



         7  someplace else.   



         8            So I just add that as a piece of advice, 



         9  recognizing the land requirements and the structure 



        10  requirements for that much wind.  So thank you.   



        11            ED SCHRIEVER:  Thank you, Jim.   



        12            And potentially our final speaker of the 



        13  night, Abby Saks.  



        14            ABBY SAKS:  Hello, my name is Abby Saks, A-B-



        15  B-Y, S-A-K-S.  I live in Spokane, and I'm a ratepayer of 



        16  Avista.  I am also with Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition.  



        17  While I do live in Spokane, our energy grid is deeply 



        18  connected with Coeur d'Alene's, with both cities being 



        19  serviced by Avista, and we're also obviously a part of 



        20  the same water system, the Spokane Valley-Rathdrum 



        21  Prairie Aquifer.   



        22            The river that runs through Spokane that just 



        23  ran dry this summer runs from Lake Coeur D'Alene, 



        24  through the city, past Post Falls Dam and into 



        25  Washington.  And while our states have very different �
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         1  energy land escapes, we are affected by climate change 



         2  in very similar ways.  Fires like the ones that just 



         3  devastated Spokane are occurring across the Northwest, 



         4  including Montana and Idaho.   



         5            Our region must work together to limit these 



         6  impacts of climate change, and to do so it must foster 



         7  an energy future where electricity is affordable and 



         8  clean, and supports healthy and abundant salmon and 



         9  steelhead populations.  These things can and should 



        10  coexist, and the power plan presents an opportunity to 



        11  work towards this future.   



        12            So first I urge you to adopt strong 



        13  conservation targets and encourage region-wide 



        14  collaboration to meet these goals.  Our energy grid must 



        15  be improved and amended collaboratively without setting 



        16  these different standards for different states.   



        17            Second, our region's transmission system is 



        18  severely outdated which has limited our ability to bring 



        19  clean energy projects onto the grid, and not only is 



        20  this threatening energy reliability as demonstrated -- 



        21  as demand increases and as demonstrated in blackouts in 



        22  Spokane where transmission system wasn't able to deal 



        23  with the rapid demand increase -- or rapid demand.   



        24            But this also is putting further pressure on 



        25  the hydro system which is already limited after years of �
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         1  drought and low snowpack.  In the final power plan, I 



         2  urge you to more robustly pursue new clean resources to 



         3  meet future needs, remove barriers to necessary 



         4  transmission connections across the four states, and 



         5  request BPA to prepare for and acquire renewable 



         6  resources and lead the region in expanding transmission 



         7  capacity in order to integrate them into the grid.   



         8            For much of Eastern Washington and Idaho our 



         9  summers are sunny and dry.  We have the perfect 



        10  conditions for solar to power our increasingly growing 



        11  need for AC at this time of year, AC that's used in 



        12  Spokane and Tri-Cities and Yakima and other cities in 



        13  Eastern Washington.  There is also an immense 



        14  opportunity for wind year round across Central 



        15  Washington.  However, we need adequate transmission 



        16  capacity to fully realize this potential.   



        17            As we see the impacts of the climate crisis 



        18  worsen, our salmon populations also continue near 



        19  extinction.  This past August I was able to go to 



        20  Stanley, Idaho, where the Salmon River and Redfish Lake, 



        21  bodies of water that both got their names from once 



        22  abundant salmon populations, were noticeably empty of 



        23  salmon.  I believe five wild sockeye are returning to 



        24  the Salmon basin this year.   



        25            And just this past weekend I attended the Free �
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         1  the Snake Flotilla in Lewiston, Idaho, where over three 



         2  hundred people from Oregon, Idaho, and Washington 



         3  rallied for salmon recovery and a free-flowing lower 



         4  Snake River.  Seeing the dire state of salmon and river 



         5  health across -- or consensus and support for lower 



         6  Snake restoration across the Northwest is growing.   



         7            So along these lines, the power plan resource 



         8  strategy can replace the 700 megawatts produced annually 



         9  from the four lower Snake River dams, and the Council 



        10  should provide technical support and modeling in 



        11  partnership with Washington State to incorporate Lower 



        12  Snake River dam's energy replacement into our region's 



        13  future power plans.   



        14            And finally, I urge you to request that BPA 



        15  help regional utilities implement demand response 



        16  programs and Americanize energy conservation program 



        17  delivery, especially to address the unique aspects of 



        18  serving rural communities.   



        19            In the final plan, I urge the Council to 



        20  embrace this really critical opportunity to build an 



        21  energy generation to benefit fish, our water and rivers, 



        22  and our communities so that we don't see another river 



        23  running dry next year.  Thank you -- or in the future.   



        24            ED SCHRIEVER:  Thank you.   



        25            While our comments might have been few, they �
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         1  were well prepared and very much appreciated.   



         2            We will stand at recess until such time we 



         3  have more people to provide comments.  



         4            (WHEREUPON, the Public Meeting concluded at 



         5  6:30 p.m.) 
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