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·1· · · · · · · · · · · TRANSCRIPT OF

·2· · · · · ·NINTH NORTHWEST REGIONAL POWER PLAN

·3· · · · · · · · · · ·PUBLIC HEARING

·4· · · · · · · · · · HELD VIA ZOOM ON

·5· · · · · · · · THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · 4:00 P.M.

·7

·8· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Hello everyone.· I would

·9· like to welcome you to the 9th Power Plan public

10· comment session on Thursday, October 1st.· I'm going

11· to begin by reading a statement into the record.

12· · · · · · Good evening, everyone.· I'd like to call

13· this public hearing to order.· My name is Margaret

14· Hoffmann.· I'm a member of the Northwest Power and

15· Conservation Council from the state of Oregon.· I'd

16· like to welcome you to today's public hearing and on

17· the Council's Draft 9th Northwest Power Plan.

18· Anyone wishing to provide public comment should sign

19· up on the list provided.· When the time comes to

20· hear your comments, I will call people up to testify

21· in the order in which you signed up.· We will unmute

22· you.

23· · · · · · As the first order of business, I have a

24· statement to make for the administrative record

25· about this public hearing.· The Power Act of 1980 --
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·1· my text cut off.· Pause.· The Northwest Power Act of

·2· 1980 directs the council to develop a regional

·3· conservation and electric generation power plan and

·4· to review that plan every five years.

·5· · · · · · The Council's current power plan is its

·6· 8th plan, also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan.

·7· The Council is now engaged in its latest five-year

·8· power plan review.· The Council released the Draft

·9· 9th Power -- Northwest Power Plan in mid-August for

10· public review and comment.

11· · · · · · For more information, including the text

12· of the draft plan and technical appendices, please

13· visit the Council's website at nwcouncil.org.· The

14· Council will be accepting comments on the Draft 9th

15· Plan through October 16th, 2026.

16· · · · · · The Act also requires the Council to hold

17· public hearings in every state represented by the

18· Council, which includes Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and

19· Washington.· The full schedule of hearings can be

20· found online.

21· · · · · · I would like to encourage anyone who is

22· interested in commenting, to please sign up on one

23· of the sheets located around the room.· We have a

24· court reporter in attendance to record your

25· comments.· The transcript of this hearing will be
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·1· circulated to all council members and staff will be

·2· included in the administrative record for the power

·3· plan review.

·4· · · · · · You can also leave written comments with a

·5· staff member today or submit comments online.

·6· Instructions for submitting comments online can be

·7· found on the Council's website.· All comments will

·8· -- received will be carefully considered by the

·9· Council in making its final decision to approve the

10· 9th Northwest Power Plan.· The Council expects to

11· make a final decision on the plan at the end of this

12· year or early in 2027.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · So, Chad, I would love for you to clarify

14· how people who want to testify at this hearing,

15· which is online, can sign up to do so.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Sure, Chair Hoffmann.· To

17· everyone attending the webinar, if you have not

18· already, and you'd like to give verbal comment

19· today, you need to send us an email at

20· meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org.· You can see it on

21· the meeting website.· I have the information

22· highlighted, and it'll be shown again on the screen

23· when we're going ahead and starting to take

24· testimony -- excuse me, comment.· And we'll be

25· working through that list, and Chair Hoffmann will
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·1· be running the meeting at that point.

·2· · · · · · At this point, I can bring up the

·3· PowerPoint if we're ready for that step?

·4· · · · · · MS. LIGHT: That'd be great, Chad.

·5· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you very much,

·6· Chad.· And I'd like to turn it over to Jennifer

·7· Light, the director of our power division.

·8· · · · · · MS. LIGHT:· Thanks, Chair Hoffmann.

·9· Welcome, everyone.· Thanks so much for joining us at

10· this public hearing.· I just have a short

11· presentation to orient us before we get to the

12· public comment portion of the night.

13· · · · · · As Member Hoffmann noted, the Northwest

14· Power Act of 1980 created the Council and puts forth

15· us to develop a regional power plan and efficient

16· wildlife program for the Columbia River Basin.· And

17· under the Power Act, Bonneville does have legal

18· responsibilities to acquire resources that it

19· determines are consistent with the Council's plan.

20· And so this is the -- the power plan piece of our

21· work that we'll be talking about today.

22· · · · · · But before I get further into that, I do

23· want to briefly touch on the Council's Columbia

24· River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.· This is a

25· program that we put forward through an extensive
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·1· public process to protect, mitigate, and enhance

·2· sufficient wildlife of the Columbia Basin.· And the

·3· Council recently adopted its most recent program,

·4· the 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife

·5· Program, in June of this year.

·6· · · · · · That program does become a part of the

·7· Council's power plan, and so very much a basis for

·8· hydro operations around fish and wildlife in the

·9· plan.· And one of the priorities included in the

10· Fish and Wildlife Program is to keep water moving

11· for migrating fish at critical times, while also

12· making sure that we're still meeting the region's

13· energy needs.

14· · · · · · For the power plan, what we are doing is

15· working to ensure over a long-term planning that the

16· region has adequate, efficient, economical, and

17· reliable power supply.· As noted earlier, this plan

18· is updated approximately every five years and it

19· provides a blueprint for the region on what new

20· resources need to be added.

21· · · · · · And the way that we do that is we really

22· look at what is the system capable of providing

23· today, how much energy might we need in the future,

24· and then what is the least cost, least risk way to

25· meet that future need, being mindful of the existing
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·1· system capabilities, environmental quality, and some

·2· other items set forth to us in the Power Act.

·3· · · · · · Some key takeaways from this Draft 9th

·4· Plan, I'll start with load growth.· There is

·5· significant potential load growth that we're seeing

·6· in this region driven by data centers and

·7· electrification, and over the next 20 years, we see

·8· the potential for loads to grow by 50 to 100

·9· percent.· And so that's one of the areas where we're

10· working to put forward a set of new resources to

11· make sure that we can meet that load growth.· And as

12· you can see from that range, there's certainly

13· uncertainty around that future load growth.

14· · · · · · And that's one of the other key takeaways

15· is our power planning and all of our plans,

16· including this plan, really is done in a place where

17· we're accounting for uncertainty and risk around the

18· future.· So not just uncertainty around what future

19· loads might be, but also future weather conditions

20· and how that might play into future hydro flows as

21· the timing of when and how much water flows down the

22· system, as well as other changes to the system,

23· loads, prices, all sorts of things.

24· · · · · · In the plan, we have put forward a draft

25· resource portfolio that does provide a suite of
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·1· resources to meet the future needs, and I'll talk

·2· about that on the next slide.· And we're at this

·3· point in the process where we're looking to get all

·4· of your input as we're working towards that final

·5· power plan.

·6· · · · · · The resource strategy included in the

·7· Draft 9th Plan does look out over the next six

·8· years, and it provides a suite of resources from

·9· demand side resources, like conservation, demand

10· response, and voltage regulation that can help to

11· meet energy and capacity needs while deferring the

12· need to build transmission and other resources, as

13· well as larger supply side resources.· We see

14· renewables, combined with storage, support the

15· region's energy and capacity, while also meeting

16· clean goals.· And then natural gas provides energy

17· to the system, particularly in times when we have

18· lower water availability, just due to the -- the

19· conditions in that specific year.

20· · · · · · These resources together are also

21· supported by a suite of other recommendations around

22· transmission, permitting, data centers, and more,

23· and collectively, that what -- is kind of what makes

24· up the strategy in this Draft 9th Plan.

25· · · · · · As noted earlier, Bonneville is connected
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·1· very much to the Council's work and under the Power

·2· Act, does need to acquire resources that it

·3· determines to be consistent with the Council's plan.

·4· · · · · · And so in the Draft 9th Plan, we also do

·5· put forward recommendations to Bonneville to:· (1)

·6· Acquire their share of the recommended conservation

·7· outlined in the plan; (2) to support its customers

·8· in acquiring other demand-side resources, including

·9· that demand response and voltage regulation.· For

10· Bonneville, should it need to acquire resources for

11· energy beyond conservation, to look to renewables,

12· and then if there is a need for capacity to assess

13· the cost effectiveness between storage and natural

14· gas to fill that need.

15· · · · · · A little bit beyond the resource strategy,

16· core to what the Council is to put forth, is this

17· scheme for new resources, but there are, as I noted

18· earlier, many other places where we speak to

19· elements that are critical for the power system,

20· such as transmission, planning and development,

21· permitting, and citing of resources.· The Council

22· might not have sort of direct authority over each of

23· these decisions, but we're recognizing the

24· importance of moving these pieces forward in tandem

25· with the development of new resources that we are
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·1· recommending.

·2· · · · · · It's also worth noting some of the places

·3· where the Council does not have sort of a direct

·4· role.· That includes the Council does not set

·5· electricity rates, nor does it make any decisions

·6· around resource retirements or existing system sort

·7· of retirements.· And so those are elements that are

·8· outside the scope of the 9th Plan process.

·9· · · · · · Just a couple of housekeeping things

10· before we transition to the public comment.· As Chad

11· noted, if you do want to provide comment, please

12· send an email to this meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org

13· with your full name.· We will keep an updated list

14· on the screen of those planning to provide comment,

15· and when it's your turn, we'll call and unmute you

16· so that you can come off mute and give your comment.

17· · · · · · Please be courteous to everyone.· We

18· appreciate you being here and providing your

19· thoughts today, and we want to make sure that

20· everyone feels welcome to do so.· We do ask that you

21· keep it brief and on topic.· And do note that your

22· comments will become part of the official record.

23· We do have a court reporter here to take those down

24· accurately based on the comments you're providing.

25· · · · · · I also ask that if you do have a written
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·1· version of your comments, if you would also please

·2· email that to that meeting organizer email address

·3· it will help us get it into the record to make sure

·4· that we are accurately representing the comments

·5· that you've shared today.

·6· · · · · · You can also submit your comments online

·7· if you'd like to do so, and that information is

·8· available at these links and at this QR code.· And

·9· with that, Member Hoffmann, I will turn it back over

10· to you and to the rest of the hearing.

11· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much,

12· Director Light.

13· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Member Hoffmann, I'm just

14· going to bring up a few items here to get ready, and

15· I actually need to add three names to the list.

16· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you.· So you all

17· can probably see this, but first, we'll have Bill

18· Arthur, followed by Marjorie Millner and Malorie

19· Nilson.· You can see the timer on the left side of

20· your screen.· And so when Chad is ready, he will

21· unmute Bill and we'll give it a second, just to make

22· sure that your microphone is working and sound is

23· working so we can record.

24· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· All right.· Great.· I'm

25· moving to Bill now.· All right, Bill.· I've given
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·1· you mute/unmute control so you can speak.· Please

·2· unmute yourself in the Zoom software and then you

·3· can give comment.

·4· · · · · · BILL ARTHUR:· All right.· Are you able to

·5· hear me now?

·6· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· We can.· Thank you, Bill.

·7· · · · · · BILL ARTHUR:· Great.· Hello, my name is

·8· Bill Arthur, and I live in Shoreline, Washington.

·9· Thank you, Chair Hoffmann and members of the Council

10· for the opportunity to testify.

11· · · · · · I have a long history of engagement, both

12· on the fish and wildlife programs and the regional

13· energy plans, both professionally when I worked for

14· the Sierra Club, and as an individual who cares

15· deeply about salmon and our energy future.

16· · · · · · I applaud the Council staff and the

17· members of the Council for developing a solid Draft

18· 9th Energy Plan.· For many years and indeed decades,

19· we have mostly been able to meet our modest load

20· growth with new energy efficiency and our hydro

21· system.· Energy efficiency, as the regional act

22· intended, was the cornerstone for new resources.

23· · · · · · We now face a new and challenging

24· situation of accelerating load growth due to rapid

25· growth of data centers and electrification of
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·1· housing and transportation to address climate

·2· change, and our hydro system is limited by declining

·3· snowpack and the urgent need to provide more

·4· flexibility and, eventually, fewer dams to restore

·5· our critically threatened salmon, steelhead, and

·6· lamprey.

·7· · · · · · The good news is a smart, robust,

·8· diversified 9th Energy Plan can meet our energy

·9· challenges and, importantly, provide the flexibility

10· and river conditions salmon need to survive.· The

11· draft plan, I believe, is a good foundation, but we

12· can and -- and -- and must strengthen it.

13· · · · · · Some specifics in that regard,

14· conservation target of 1,060 average megawatts gets

15· us back on track after a -- a drop from the last

16· plan for energy efficiency, and that's good.· But

17· the modeling shows we can accomplish more, and we

18· should strengthen this target.· I'm not supportive

19· of bifurcating the region for acquiring energy

20· efficiency.· I think we should secure energy

21· efficiency wherever we can and fully utilize and

22· expand the current programs to do so.

23· · · · · · For demand response, the target of 580

24· megawatts is a solid start.· But again, the modeling

25· shows that we have more potential for acquiring this
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·1· resource up to three times that amount by 2032.

·2· Demand resource, I think, is particularly important,

·3· along with battery storage for relieving pressure on

·4· the hydro system to help our beleaguered salmon, and

·5· just to help with the system overall.· BPA should be

·6· encouraged to help implement demand programs with

·7· the utilities, and we should increase the target for

·8· acquiring that resource.

·9· · · · · · I urge the Council to move forward

10· expeditiously with the model conservation standards

11· for data centers and for heat pumps.· Those are two

12· critical areas, and -- and moving forward on that

13· quickly would be good.· The 9,000 megawatts of

14· renewable energy, solar and wind, is a strong goal,

15· which I fully support.

16· · · · · · I do have concerns that delays in

17· expanding transmission could delay development of

18· these resources.· BPA should be encouraged to move

19· transmission projects forward as rapidly as

20· possible.· I also support the load management forum

21· proposed by the Northwest Energy Coalition.· Getting

22· a strategy, policies, and programs in place to

23· address this issue is urgently needed.

24· · · · · · In sum, a strong diversified energy

25· portfolio takes pressure off the hydro system, while
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·1· assuring a reliable and affordable energy system.

·2· We must build this flexibility to enable us to

·3· replace the 700 average megawatts from the lower

·4· Snake River dams when we get to that point and to

·5· restore our endangered salmon and steelhead.· Thank

·6· you for a strong draft.· Let's make it even better.

·7· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much, Bill.

·9· Up next, we have Marjorie Millner.· And I forgot to

10· ask who --oh, I guess they don't need to read their

11· names into the record because they've written them

12· into the record.

13· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Marjorie.· I've given you

14· mute/unmute control so you can unmute and give

15· comment.

16· · · · · · MARJORIE MILLNER:· Okay.· Can you hear me?

17· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Yes.· You're a little quiet

18· so if --

19· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· We can.

20· · · · · · MARJORIE MILLNER:· Oh, okay.· Alrighty.

21· My name is Marjorie Millner.· I live in Vancouver,

22· Washington, Clark County, and I'm a ratepayer of

23· Clark Public Utilities.· I'm a member of Snake River

24· Savers, a group dedicated to saving Snake River

25· salmon runs and the southern resident killer whales
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·1· who are now starving for lack of those fish.

·2· · · · · · To save the fish and orcas, we must save

·3· the lower Snake River.· To save the river, the four

·4· lower Snake River dams must be breached.· Breaching

·5· the four lower Snake River dams has been identified

·6· by NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

·7· Administration, as the centerpiece action of any

·8· fish recovery plan that has any chance of success.

·9· · · · · · For this reason, I urge the Council to

10· include in its plan the details of how the

11· approximately 700 average megawatts of power

12· contributed to the system by the lower -· four lower

13· Snake River dams will be replaced when the dam

14· breaching does occur.· The four lower Snake River

15· dams contribute less than 3 percent of the Pacific

16· Northwest's power at this time.

17· · · · · · When we're looking at a possible need for

18· twice the power we now have, surely we have the

19· ingenuity to replace what would be, in that

20· circumstance, about 1.5 percent of the grid in order

21· to save an entire ecosystem complete with forests,

22· fish runs, and orcas.· And don't forget people.

23· · · · · · Instead of getting warnings, for the

24· fourth year in a row, to avoid contact with the

25· slack water behind the lower Snake River dams for
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·1· fear of toxic algae that kills pets and causes liver

·2· damage in people, we would have people being able to

·3· fish, swim, kayak down what would be an amazing

·4· system of rapids, and we would be in compliance with

·5· federal environmental protection laws and tribal

·6· treaties.

·7· · · · · · I applaud you for the overall proposed

·8· power plan.· My only disappointment is the reliance

·9· on some natural gas, which I think is too harmful to

10· consider and which I fear may cost more than the

11· amounts described in the plan.· But my main concern

12· is that I believe that the next five years will be

13· crucial in deciding the fate of the Snake River

14· salmon runs.

15· · · · · · BPA, Bonneville Power Administration, has

16· spent well over $10 billion and failed to achieve

17· any increase in salmon runs over a period of 40

18· years.· Hatchery fish make up the vast majority of

19· the runs at this point with wild fish dwindling in

20· numbers to the brink of extinction.

21· · · · · · The power provided by the four lower Snake

22· River dams is largely surplus.· In fact, between

23· 2007 and 2018, BPA needed lower Snake River dam

24· power to meet its contractual obligations for only

25· two hours in 2009.· This is as stated by law
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·1· professor Michael Blumm in his book, Pacific Salmon

·2· Law and the Environment.

·3· · · · · · Climate change is only going to make the

·4· outlook for both hydropower reliability and fish

·5· survival in the lower Snake more and more dismal.

·6· It is time to replace the power from the four lower

·7· Snake River dams with less destructive, more

·8· reliable sources, which will be a win for both

·9· salmon and the power grid.

10· · · · · · Thank you for taking my comment and for

11· all your hard work in developing a plan in what is a

12· uniquely challenging time.

13· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much,

14· Marjorie.· Next up, we have Malorie Nilson.

15· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Malorie, I've given you

16· mute/unmute control.· You can now unmute and give

17· comment.

18· · · · · · MALORIE NILSON:· Thank you.· Can you hear

19· me?

20· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Yes, we can.

21· · · · · · MALORIE NILSON:· Okay.· Thank you.· Hello,

22· my name is Malorie Nilson.· I am a resident of

23· Boise, Idaho, and a ratepayer of Idaho Power.· As a

24· ratepayer and resident of Idaho who cares about the

25· state and the Northwest broadly, as I know you do, I
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·1· care about having an energy system that's

·2· affordable, reliable, meets clean energy and

·3· conservation goals.· And now, more than ever, it's

·4· vital to plan with specific goals in mind.

·5· · · · · · So first, to preserve and protect

·6· wildlife, most significantly impacted are the salmon

·7· and steelhead populations in our river ecosystems.

·8· In the final plan, I urge you to more robustly

·9· prioritize regional salmon recovery goals and

10· implementation of the Columbia Basin Restoration

11· Initiative.

12· · · · · · In addition, I encourage the Council to

13· include a detailed focus on collaboration with

14· tribal leadership to account for any impact power

15· planning may have on tribal treaties and fish

16· recovery efforts.

17· · · · · · Second, the plan must more robustly pursue

18· new clean resources to meet future needs and remove

19· barriers to necessary transmission connections

20· across the Northwest.· The draft plan clearly shows

21· that clean sources, wind, solar, and storage, are

22· the most economic choice to meet future power demand

23· and support fish and wildlife recovery.· The plan

24· also indicates that delays in expanding the

25· transmission system could result in more gas
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·1· generation, which is unacceptable to meet.· Instead,

·2· integrating storage and expanding transmission

·3· access as rapidly as possible will lead to more

·4· clean energy, lower costs for everyone, and improved

·5· system flexibility and reliability.

·6· · · · · · Third, in the era of data centers and the

·7· well-documented water and energy demands they bring,

·8· it's more vital than ever to develop model

·9· conservation standards to give us more robust

10· protections in the face of proposed data centers and

11· heat pump installations.· These standards help

12· clarify performance criteria and operational

13· practice to help the region address these growing

14· issues.

15· · · · · · Furthermore, poor energy planning has left

16· the region with long out-of-date systems, a backlog

17· of necessary repairs, and a lack of vital expansion

18· to our region's transmission system.· Because of

19· this, I recommend that acknowledged costs of

20· efficacy of clean energy be robustly and

21· aggressively pursued and that BPA lead the region in

22· acquiring renewable resources to implement into the

23· grid.

24· · · · · · Furthermore, I strongly encourage you to

25· create a load management forum so that the region
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·1· can maximize future flexibility and avoid further

·2· strains on the river systems from data centers or

·3· other large-scale energy users.· Load management

·4· should be closely monitored to prevent any entity

·5· from unduly taxing the system, and we should not be

·6· prioritizing meeting energy goals for any one

·7· business over the specific mission of this Council

·8· and region.

·9· · · · · · If any one entity has energy demands that

10· exceed sustainability, there should be systems in

11· place to protect the grid and rates for all other

12· ratepayers.· There should be plans in place for how

13· to deal with high-energy consumers, and there should

14· be plans in place to prevent any new construction

15· that does not fit within the strict energy

16· conservation requirements that should be included in

17· this plan.· These measures are necessary and doable,

18· and they would make real meaningful progress to --

19· towards salmon and steelhead recovery.

20· · · · · · Beyond this, it would ensure a reliable,

21· affordable, and clean energy system for the people

22· who live in this region for generations to come.

23· · · · · · Thank you for the opportunity to give

24· comment and for starting this conversation from such

25· a strong position, and thank you for your time.
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you very much,

·2· Malorie.· Next up, we have Susan Rounds.

·3· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Susan.· I've given you

·4· mute/unmute control.· You can unmute and give

·5· comment.

·6· · · · · · SUSAN ROUNDS:· Hello, can you hear me

·7· okay?· Hello?

·8· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Yes, ma'am, we can.

·9· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Yes, we can hear you.

10· · · · · · SUSAN ROUNDS:· Okay.· Okay.· Thank you.  I

11· do appreciate the opportunity to give comment, and I

12· appreciate, you know, this -- this meeting being

13· held.· At this time, we're facing increasing demands

14· for electricity with aging hydropower dams, and they

15· will eventually have to -- something will have to be

16· done about them, whether we remove them or remodel

17· them in such a way that it supports the salmon that

18· is a major -- going to be a major effort, and so we

19· need to start bolstering the renewable sources now.

20· · · · · · Attempts to bolster the salmon runs have

21· included widespread use of hatchery raised fish, and

22· research indicates the presence of these fish

23· undermines the wild populations.· The issues with

24· the salmon have been compounded by the dams, and so

25· my recommendation would be to plan for removal of
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·1· the dams and switching to the renewables.

·2· · · · · · There's also a threat that our desire for

·3· electricity and use of AI is pushing dramatic

·4· proliferation of AI centers and the powers -- the

·5· problems with those are well known.· So -- and on

·6· the other side, a local wind farm near Moscow,

·7· Idaho, where I live, was scrapped or put on hold

·8· because the wind farm was placed near

·9· environmentally sensitive state parks.· So we need

10· to find places for renewable energy that are not

11· going to impact the undesirable -- have undesirable

12· impacts on the environment.

13· · · · · · These challenges are deep and complex, yet

14· there is opportunity here.· One such opportunity

15· would be to increase community solar programs.

16· Using our roof to generate solar power would require

17· the addition of no land needed for habitat or

18· infrastructure.· Placing solar arrays over sitting

19· parking areas on top of bridges and other structures

20· would improve the heat issues generated by hot

21· pavement.

22· · · · · · Removing the hydropower dams would go a

23· long ways towards improving the environmental status

24· of the salmon.· Reducing our need on fossil fuels

25· for power generation will reduce air pollution, the
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·1· environmental cost of oil drilling, coal mining, and

·2· reduce the number of Superfund sites to be addressed

·3· by the upcoming generations.

·4· · · · · · I realize that all these ideas cannot be

·5· enacted at once.· However, it is important to

·6· identify and build environmentally appropriate

·7· renewable power sources, address the issues of the

·8· Snake River dams, while protecting sensitive

·9· species.· Fossil fuels have served us for many

10· years, that the -- yet the limited supply and

11· undesirable environmental effects of their use can

12· be the motivator for humanity to identify new, more

13· beneficial strategies.· Thank you for your time.

14· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much.· Next

15· up, we have Alan Poplawsky.

16· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Alan.· I've given you

17· unmute control.· You can now give comment by

18· unmuting.

19· · · · · · ALAN POPLAWSKY:· Okay.· Can you hear me?

20· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Yes, sir, we can.

21· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· We can.

22· · · · · · ALAN POPLAWSKY:· Okay.· I'd like to start

23· by thanking the Council for a draft plan that is a

24· very good start.· While planning for the Northwest

25· future power needs, we need to emphasize three
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·1· things.· The first thing is reducing pollution,

·2· which causes climate change and not adding new

·3· fossil fuel generation.· Clean renewable energy,

·4· such as wind and solar with storage are the best,

·5· least expensive, and fastest sources of energy to

·6· develop.· It should be prioritized in the plan.

·7· Developing transmission facilities in conjunction

·8· with renewable energy sources should be prioritized

·9· also.

10· · · · · · In the plan, from what I see, 43 percent

11· of the new generation in renewables is in

12· renewables, and that's good, but we can do better.

13· Fully 12 percent of the proposed new generations of

14· natural gas and a way to eliminate this completely

15· should be developed.

16· · · · · · Conservation should continue to be

17· emphasized to its fullest, as it has been in the

18· past.· Nuclear is a no-no.· It's not -- not the

19· answer.· More expensive than renewables, less safe

20· without a permanent federal repository for the

21· waste, and takes much longer to -- to develop than

22· renewables.

23· · · · · · Coal needs to be completely phased out.  I

24· know you don't have control over that, but I feel

25· very strongly, remaining coal and gas conversion
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·1· does not eliminate the climate change pollution

·2· impact of these plants, and especially coal has a

·3· tremendous health impact to the human population.

·4· The CO2 sequestration is unproven technology on a

·5· realistic scale.· It's likely to have only a minor

·6· impact.· Biomass, again, still generates climate

·7· change pollution.· It's not the answer.

·8· · · · · · The second thing we need to pay real

·9· attention to is restoration of salmon and steelhead

10· populations for many of the reasons people have

11· already stated.· We must restore anadromous fish

12· runs to the system before it's too late, before even

13· more of the runs go extinct.· The sign says removing

14· the four lower Snake River dams will likely recover

15· the runs, and the plan should include planning for

16· removal of these four dams and replacement of the

17· lost power generation by renewable energy.

18· · · · · · As pointed out previously, only 3 percent

19· of our energy is provided by these dams, and if

20· we're looking at increased energy demand of up to

21· 100 percent, that should be a minor thing to do

22· this.

23· · · · · · We need to keep rates low.· Thirdly, keep

24· rates low and not settle ratepayers with charges

25· that result from burgeoning data centers -- data
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·1· centers.· And, again, I emphasize develop model

·2· conservation standards for the data centers and

·3· encourage these facilities to develop their own

·4· renewable energy resources.

·5· · · · · · The Council's energy and fish recovery

·6· responsibilities are one of the same, I feel, and we

·7· have an opportunity to build new energy generation

·8· to benefit fish, our water, and rivers, and

·9· communities, and to honor our obligations to uphold

10· tribal treaties.· These measures would ensure

11· reliable, affordable, and clean energy system and

12· make meaningful progress towards salmon and

13· steelhead recovery.· Thank you.

14· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you, Alan.· Next up

15· we have Daniel Wise.

16· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Daniel, you seem to be joined

17· to the webinar twice.· I've given one of your

18· instances permission to unmute.· Why don't you go

19· ahead and try unmuting, and we'll see if we can hear

20· you.· Try the other one.· Daniel, you have a

21· mute/unmute control.· You want to try -- go ahead.

22· · · · · · DANIEL WISE:· Thank you.· Sorry about

23· that.

24· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· That's okay.· We can hear

25· you, and you sound good.
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·1· · · · · · DANIEL WISE:· Good evening, council

·2· members.· My name is Daniel Wise.· I live in Coeur

·3· d'Alene, Idaho, and I'm an Avista ratepayer.· I've

·4· also been a ratepayer with EWEB and PGE, and thank

·5· you for the opportunity to speak.

·6· · · · · · I was born in Salem, Oregon, in 1987 in a

·7· hospital right beside Mill Creek, a stream where

·8· salmon were still running.· My mother and her three

·9· sisters grew up in Salmon, Idaho, so wild fish have

10· been part of my family's Northwest for generations.

11· Now, I hope to start a family of my own, and I worry

12· that wild salmon may become something I can tell my

13· children stories about, rather than something they

14· can see for themselves.· That cannot be our

15· generation's legacy.

16· · · · · · Your draft -- your draft plan does show a

17· better path.· Wind, solar, and storage are the most

18· economic way to meet future demand, and they support

19· fish and wildlife recovery.· So I'm asking for three

20· things in the final plan.

21· · · · · · First, protect and restore salmon.

22· Support regional recovery goals in the Columbia

23· Basin Restoration Initiative.· We can plan to

24· replace the 700 megawatts from the four lower Snake

25· River dams.· We can work with Washington State on
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·1· that modeling.· That gives future decision makers

·2· real flexibility to restore the river instead of

·3· treating today's hydro operations as fixed or

·4· immutable.

·5· · · · · · And as a freshman at the University of

·6· Oregon in 2005, I visited the Elwha and Glines

·7· Canyon dams.· Six years later, removal began, and

·8· today, salmon are back in more than 700 miles of

·9· habitat.· That's an apropos example of what once

10· seemed impossible, but became a restoration success.

11· So this Council can and should keep that same

12· opportunity alive on the lower Snake.

13· · · · · · Second, please focus on building clean

14· energy and transmission.· Your draft shows that

15· transmission delays mean more natural gas, so I

16· encourage you to -- to encourage the BPA to acquire

17· renewables and lead on transmission expansion.

18· · · · · · Third, maximize conservation and demand

19· response.· With data centers growing fast, please

20· adopt strong conservation targets and create a load

21· management forum.· Also develop model conservation

22· and standards for data centers and heat pumps.

23· · · · · · The opportunity before you is enormous.

24· You well know that, and -- and so is the

25· responsibility to fish, to ratepayers, and to our
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·1· treaty obligations to the tribes.· This draft plan

·2· is a great start, and I hope you'll strengthen it

·3· further with these priorities in mind.· I want my

·4· children to stand beside these rivers and watch wild

·5· salmon come home, so please help make that possible.

·6· · · · · · And finally, I'd just like to close by

·7· acknowledging that my -- my parents instilled in me

·8· and taught me to respect our public servants, so I

·9· want to just close by saying I generally admire your

10· service, and thank you very much for your efforts.

11· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you, Daniel.· Next,

12· we have Nick Fitzmaurice.

13· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Nick.· I've given you

14· mute/unmute control.

15· · · · · · NICK FITZMAURICE:· Great.

16· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· We can hear you.

17· · · · · · NICK FITZMAURICE:· Thanks.· Good evening,

18· my name is Nick Fitzmaurice.· I'm the energy

19· transition engineer with the Montana Environmental

20· Information Center, or MEIC.· For over 50 years,

21· MEIC has been fighting to protect and improve clean

22· air and clean water in Montana, and advocating for

23· clean, affordable, and reliable energy has been a

24· central tenet of that work for decades.· We've

25· appreciated the opportunity over the last number of

http://www.NaegeliUSA.com


·1· months to participate in a number of conversations

·2· with Council staff as modeling was developed and

·3· executed as we've come to this draft plan.

·4· · · · · · In Montana, as with the rest of the

·5· Northwest region, we're facing an energy

·6· affordability crisis.· In Northwestern Energy,

·7· Montana's largest utility has received approval for

·8· back-to-back major rate increases and continues to

·9· plan for a future that will only worsen existing

10· concerns for reliability and affordability.

11· · · · · · And meanwhile, rather than practically

12· planning for the retirement of the Colstrip coal

13· plant and supporting the surrounding communities

14· through that transition, Northwestern has acquired

15· additional shares of the plant and is expecting

16· ratepayers to bear the major costs and reliability

17· risks of a plant increasingly in need of major

18· overhauls and maintenance.· This planning trajectory

19· sets Montana apart from other states in the

20· Northwest, and we hope that the final 9th Power Plan

21· can set an example for what robust, forward-thinking

22· energy planning for the region can and should look

23· like.

24· · · · · · Having tracked the development of this

25· draft plan, we appreciate the regional resource
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·1· strategies balanced in diverse portfolio of

·2· conservation, demand response, renewable generation,

·3· and energy storage resources.· Development of these

·4· resources, along with expansion of transmission

·5· capacity across the region and beyond, will be

·6· essential to support an affordable and reliable

·7· future for the Northwest power system.

·8· · · · · · However, MEIC also expresses our concerns

·9· about the 2100 megawatts of new gas development that

10· is currently included in the action plan.· We would

11· ask the Commission to more closely scrutinize how

12· different assumptions around the availability and

13· cost for new gas plants could shift modeling

14· outcomes away from new gas plants and toward other

15· solutions such as additional renewables and storage

16· resources, demand response, and transmission

17· investments.· This is particularly important, given

18· the increasingly constrained supply chain for

19· constructing new gas plants, as well as volatile

20· increasingly costs for gas fuel, plant components,

21· and pipeline capacity development.

22· · · · · · At the same time, costs for renewables and

23· storage resources continue to fall, which only makes

24· this case even stronger.· Rather than backing

25· excessive costs -- baking excessive costs into the
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·1· Northwest power system for new, soon-to-be-stranded

·2· gas assets, the Council should focus on cost-

·3· effective alternatives that are at its fingertips

·4· today.

·5· · · · · · Montana and the entire Northwest can't

·6· afford to increase our reliance on expensive and

·7· risky fossil fuel resources.· In finalizing the 9th

·8· Power Plan, the Council has the opportunity to set

·9· our course for an affordable and reliable energy

10· future to the benefit of everyone across the region.

11· · · · · · Thanks to the Council and its staff for

12· the incredible work that has gone into the

13· development of this plan and for your consideration

14· of our comments.

15· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you, Nick.· Next,

16· we have Becca Yates with the Northwest Energy

17· Efficiency Alliance.

18· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Becca.· I've given you

19· mute/unmute control.

20· · · · · · BECCA YATES:· Thank you.· Can you hear me?

21· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Yes, we can.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Yes.

23· · · · · · BECCA YATES:· Excellent.· Thank you, Chair

24· Milburn, Council members, and staff.· Thank you for

25· the opportunity to comment on the Draft 9th Power
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·1· Plan.

·2· · · · · · My name is Becca Yates, and I'm speaking

·3· on behalf of the Northwest Energy Efficiency

·4· Alliance, an alliance of more than 140 utilities and

·5· efficiency organizations serving more than 14.5

·6· million energy consumers across the Northwest.

·7· · · · · · First, I want to thank the Council and

·8· staff for the significant work that's reflected in

·9· this plan and for your continued recognition of

10· conservation and market transformation as

11· foundational components of the resource strategy.

12· NEEA also appreciates the Council's commitment to

13· public input.· Overall, NEEA believes the plan

14· provides a strong framework for meeting the region's

15· growing energy needs.· It's with this hope for the

16· plan's potential, and NEEA's close working

17· relationship with the Council, that I provide these

18· comments today.

19· · · · · · I'd like to focus today on a broader theme

20· that sits beneath many of our comments, and that is

21· the Northwest's greatest energy challenges require

22· us to operate as a regional system, not as a

23· collection of separate jurisdictions.· We are

24· entering a period unlike any we have faced in

25· decades.· No single utility, state, sub-region, or
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·1· regional power marketer can solve these challenges

·2· alone.· The Northwest's strength has always been its

·3· ability to act collectively.· Power flows across

·4· state boundaries.· Resource decisions made in one

·5· part of the Northwest influence reliability and

·6· affordability everywhere else.· That reality is also

·7· the foundation of the Northwest's nationally

·8· recognized success in conservation.

·9· · · · · · For nearly 50 years, the region has built

10· a common infrastructure that allows us to deliver

11· savings at a scale that no single state or sub-

12· region could achieve on its own.· The market

13· transformation savings delivered across the

14· Northwest are possible because the market receives a

15· consistent regional signal, not multiple competing

16· ones.· This is why NEEA believes a geographically

17· bifurcated conservation target would unintentionally

18· weaken the regional infrastructure that enables

19· conservation, and why we asked the Council to use a

20· single target for this plan.

21· · · · · · A single target creates the scale,

22· influence, and predictability that encourages

23· manufacturers and the broader supply chain to invest

24· in the Northwest.· That investment helps bring new

25· technologies that meets the needs of communities
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·1· across both sides of the region and delivers greater

·2· cost effective savings over time.· The dual target

·3· approach would also create additional administrative

·4· complexity and costs.

·5· · · · · · But perhaps most importantly,

·6· fragmentation and increased administrative

·7· complexity risks slowing savings delivery and

·8· regional collaboration at exactly the wrong moment.

·9· Conservation is one of the few resources available

10· today that does not depend on siting, permitting,

11· transmission access, or lengthy development

12· timelines.· As uncertainty grows and resource needs

13· accelerate, conservation becomes more valuable, not

14· less.

15· · · · · · So the question before us is not simply

16· where efficiency is acquired.· A critical question I

17· beg you all to consider is also how do we preserve

18· the regional capabilities that allow the Northwest

19· to acquire more of it faster and at lower cost?· The

20· strongest -- the strongest 9th Power Plan will be

21· one that protects and strengthens the regional

22· collaboration that has served this region so well

23· for decades while maintaining the flexibility to

24· direct conservation wherever the needs ultimately

25· emerge.
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·1· · · · · · Thank you all for your time, and thank you

·2· for your service to this region.

·3· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you.· Next, we have

·4· Pat Ford.

·5· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi Pat, I've given you

·6· mute/unmute control.· You can now unmute and give

·7· comment.

·8· · · · · · PAT FORD:· Okay, I think I have it now.

·9· Gees.

10· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· You do, sir.· We can hear

11· you.

12· · · · · · PAT FORD:· Thank you, Council members, for

13· briefly listening to me on your night off here.  I

14· come at the Council's energy plan with -- I'm a

15· broken record from a number of people who've just

16· spoken -- with another two river resources more in

17· mind, salmon and steelhead, and river health.· The

18· two are very related.

19· · · · · · For your Fish and Wildlife Program, I

20· testified about the terrible edge of extinction or

21· overt condition of salmon in the Middle Fork of the

22· Salmon River here in Idaho.· Arguably, the best

23· salmon habitat in the 48 states, if only because it

24· is also by far the largest, largely intact swath of

25· salmon habitat in the 48 states.· That condition is
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·1· not dire.· It is no longer extinction is coming;

·2· extinction is here.

·3· · · · · · The scientist who knows Middle Fork Salmon

·4· best gives them 15 years, three Chinook life cycles,

·5· before they become incapable of restoring themselves

·6· in the best salmon habitat in the Northwest.· Since

·7· then, I have published two parts of a four-part

·8· story about their dire condition and its

·9· consequences for Idaho.· I will email my written

10· testimony of the URLs of those articles if you have

11· time to read them.

12· · · · · · So I support a council energy plan that

13· lets the Colombian Snake Rivers, particularly the

14· Snake at this juncture, support wild salmon.· The

15· current rivers do not do that.· The energy plan must

16· give the river more room to support wild salmon.

17· And now, but also more pressingly year by year,

18· river health.

19· · · · · · It's a regret of mine that back when the

20· Power -- Northwest Power Act was being debated, I

21· had a small part in that, and I didn't even think

22· about the health of the river.· That was a mistake

23· on all our parts back then.· In terms of your writ

24· -- you know, the Council's writ -- that the fish

25· will now seize any room we give them is, I think,
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·1· clear from the results on other Northwest rivers.

·2· · · · · · So the energy plan must contain high

·3· conservation efficiency, new renewable development

·4· goals, and targets.· It must contain transmission

·5· measures and structures that give the Northwest more

·6· paths to integrated and interoperable energy

·7· markets.· It must have something like the load

·8· management forum that NWEC and Save Our Wild Salmon

·9· have proposed.· So I endorse those organizations'

10· comments to you.· These measures will not just add

11· aid struggling salmon and deteriorating river

12· health, they will ensure a least cost by efficiency

13· electricity system.

14· · · · · · We will not restore salmon.· Not the

15· Council, not BPA, not advocates like myself.· The

16· salmon will restore themselves if we take critical

17· parts of our aggregate human knee off their necks.

18· We can do that.· So I also support the Council

19· energy plan, plainly abetting and aiding the

20· Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, for example,

21· in relation to the planning underway now, thanks

22· mainly to the state of Washington, for the

23· restoration of the lower Snake River.· Where the

24· council cannot move forward with one voice on that,

25· I urge the members from Oregon and Washington to
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·1· assist their states to carry it urgently forward.

·2· · · · · · Thank you very much.

·3· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you.· Chad, do I

·4· have anybody else signed up at this point in time?

·5· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Chair Hoffmann, there is no

·6· one else signed up to give comment at this time.

·7· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Okay.· I'll ask the

·8· Committee to stand at recess.· We'll recess for 15

·9· minutes, and we'll see you back on the screen at

10· 5:00 p.m., Pacific, 6:00, Mountain.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

12· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Chad, just let me know

13· when you're back.

14· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hello, Chair Hoffmann.· Here

15· I am.

16· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· I can confirm that we do not

18· have any new signups.· If it's okay, I would like to

19· just remind the folks attending the hearing that if

20· you'd like to give public comment, please send an

21· email to the email address shown on the screen,

22· meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org, and we will add you

23· to the sign up lists and take your comment.

24· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much, Chad.

25· The Committee is -- or the Council is at recess
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·1· right now, and we will continue to stand in recess

·2· until 5:15, Pacific Time, 6:15, Mountain.

·3· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Thank you.· Brittany, just so

·4· you know -- this way you get to be in the

·5· transcript.· We had several of the commenters who

·6· did forward their comments to me, and I forwarded

·7· them to you for the record.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · THE REPORTER:· I appreciate it.· Thank

·9· you.

10· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

11· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Chair Hoffman.· Just

12· confirming that there are no new signups at this

13· time.

14· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you, Chad.· For

15· those of you online with us, I just want to note

16· that the Council is standing at recess right now,

17· and we'll continue to do so until 5:30 p.m.,

18· Pacific, and 6:30 p.m., Mountain.

19· · · · · · Thank you.

20· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

21· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMAN:· We are now -- we're

22· standing in recess right now.· So, for those of you

23· on the phone, we are standing in recess.· And I want

24· to ask Chad if anybody else has signed up to provide

25· comment today?
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·1· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· Hi, Chair Hoffman.· At this

·2· time, no one else has signed up to give comment

·3· today.

·4· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Okay.· Thank you, so

·5· much.· So the -- the Council will stand at recess

·6· until 5:45 p.m., Pacific, and at which point we'll

·7· be back online.

·8· · · · · · MR. MADRON:· All right.· Thank you.

·9· Please mute and turn your cameras off until that

10· time.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

12· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Hello, Chair Hoffmann.  I

13· can confirm that, again, there's no one who has

14· signed up to give comment at this time.

15· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· Thank you so much, Chad.

16· For those of you online with us, the Council will

17· stand at recess until 5:55 p.m., Pacific Time, 6:55

18· p.m., Mountain.· Thank you.

19· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

20· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· For those of you still

21· with us at this hearing, the Committee -- or the

22· Council is at recess.· We have no additional signups

23· at this time, so we will stand in recess until 6:00

24· p.m., Pacific, 7:00 p.m., Mountain.· Thank you.

25
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR HOFFMANN:· All right.· I want to

·2· thank everybody for joining us this evening.· I'm

·3· going to go ahead and gavel us out of recess, and I

·4· will close the public hearing for October 1st at

·5· 6:00 p.m.

·6· · · · · · Thank you all so much for joining us, and

·7· we look forward to seeing you at any of the regional

·8· meetings that you can make that we are currently

·9· hosting throughout the region.· So thank you all,

10· and I hope you have a great evening.

11· · · · · · (WHEREUPON, the TRANSCRIPT OF NINTH

12· NORTHWEST REGIONAL POWER PLAN PUBLIC HEARING

13· concluded at 6:00 p.m.)
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·3· · · ·I, Brittany Douglas, do hereby certify that I

·4· reported all proceedings adduced in the foregoing

·5· matter and that the foregoing transcript pages

·6· constitutes a full, true and accurate record of said

·7· proceedings to the best of my ability.

·8

·9· · · ·I further certify that I am neither related to

10· counsel or any party to the proceedings nor have any
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		207						LN		8		24		false		        24  and then what is the least cost, least risk way to				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		        25  meet that future need, being mindful of the existing				false
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		210						LN		9		1		false		         1  system capabilities, environmental quality, and some				false
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		212						LN		9		3		false		         3            Some key takeaways from this Draft 9th				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		         4  Plan, I'll start with load growth.  There is				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		         5  significant potential load growth that we're seeing				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		         6  in this region driven by data centers and				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		         7  electrification, and over the next 20 years, we see				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		         8  the potential for loads to grow by 50 to 100				false
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		224						LN		9		15		false		        15  is our power planning and all of our plans,				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		        16  including this plan, really is done in a place where				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		        17  we're accounting for uncertainty and risk around the				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		        18  future.  So not just uncertainty around what future				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		        19  loads might be, but also future weather conditions				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		        20  and how that might play into future hydro flows as				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		        21  the timing of when and how much water flows down the				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		        22  system, as well as other changes to the system,				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		        23  loads, prices, all sorts of things.				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		        24            In the plan, we have put forward a draft				false
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		237						LN		10		2		false		         2  about that on the next slide.  And we're at this				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		         3  point in the process where we're looking to get all				false
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		240						LN		10		5		false		         5  power plan.				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		         6            The resource strategy included in the				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		         7  Draft 9th Plan does look out over the next six				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		         8  years, and it provides a suite of resources from				false
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		247						LN		10		12		false		        12  need to build transmission and other resources, as				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		        13  well as larger supply side resources.  We see				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		        14  renewables, combined with storage, support the				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		        15  region's energy and capacity, while also meeting				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		        16  clean goals.  And then natural gas provides energy				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		        17  to the system, particularly in times when we have				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		        18  lower water availability, just due to the -- the				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		        19  conditions in that specific year.				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		        20            These resources together are also				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		        21  supported by a suite of other recommendations around				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		        22  transmission, permitting, data centers, and more,				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		        23  and collectively, that what -- is kind of what makes				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		        24  up the strategy in this Draft 9th Plan.				false
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		262						LN		11		1		false		         1  very much to the Council's work and under the Power				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		         2  Act, does need to acquire resources that it				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		         3  determines to be consistent with the Council's plan.				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		         4            And so in the Draft 9th Plan, we also do				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		         5  put forward recommendations to Bonneville to:  (1)				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		         6  Acquire their share of the recommended conservation				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		         7  outlined in the plan; (2) to support its customers				false
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		270						LN		11		9		false		         9  that demand response and voltage regulation.  For				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		        10  Bonneville, should it need to acquire resources for				false
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		274						LN		11		13		false		        13  the cost effectiveness between storage and natural				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		        14  gas to fill that need.				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		        15            A little bit beyond the resource strategy,				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		        16  core to what the Council is to put forth, is this				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		        17  scheme for new resources, but there are, as I noted				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		        18  earlier, many other places where we speak to				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		        19  elements that are critical for the power system,				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		        20  such as transmission, planning and development,				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		        21  permitting, and citing of resources.  The Council				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		        22  might not have sort of direct authority over each of				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		        23  these decisions, but we're recognizing the				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		        24  importance of moving these pieces forward in tandem				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  with the development of new resources that we are				false
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		289						LN		12		2		false		         2            It's also worth noting some of the places				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3  where the Council does not have sort of a direct				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  role.  That includes the Council does not set				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  electricity rates, nor does it make any decisions				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6  around resource retirements or existing system sort				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7  of retirements.  And so those are elements that are				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  outside the scope of the 9th Plan process.				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9            Just a couple of housekeeping things				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10  before we transition to the public comment.  As Chad				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  noted, if you do want to provide comment, please				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  send an email to this meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13  with your full name.  We will keep an updated list				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14  on the screen of those planning to provide comment,				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15  and when it's your turn, we'll call and unmute you				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  so that you can come off mute and give your comment.				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17            Please be courteous to everyone.  We				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  appreciate you being here and providing your				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19  thoughts today, and we want to make sure that				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  everyone feels welcome to do so.  We do ask that you				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21  keep it brief and on topic.  And do note that your				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22  comments will become part of the official record.				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23  We do have a court reporter here to take those down				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24  accurately based on the comments you're providing.				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25            I also ask that if you do have a written				false
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		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  version of your comments, if you would also please				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2  email that to that meeting organizer email address				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3  it will help us get it into the record to make sure				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  that we are accurately representing the comments				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5  that you've shared today.				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6            You can also submit your comments online				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  if you'd like to do so, and that information is				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8  available at these links and at this QR code.  And				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9  with that, Member Hoffmann, I will turn it back over				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  to you and to the rest of the hearing.				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much,				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  Director Light.				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13            MR. MADRON:  Member Hoffmann, I'm just				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14  going to bring up a few items here to get ready, and				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		        15  I actually need to add three names to the list.				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		        16            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you.  So you all				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		        17  can probably see this, but first, we'll have Bill				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18  Arthur, followed by Marjorie Millner and Malorie				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  Nilson.  You can see the timer on the left side of				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  your screen.  And so when Chad is ready, he will				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  unmute Bill and we'll give it a second, just to make				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22  sure that your microphone is working and sound is				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23  working so we can record.				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24            MR. MADRON:  All right.  Great.  I'm				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  moving to Bill now.  All right, Bill.  I've given				false
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		340						LN		14		1		false		         1  you mute/unmute control so you can speak.  Please				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2  unmute yourself in the Zoom software and then you				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3  can give comment.				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4            BILL ARTHUR:  All right.  Are you able to				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5  hear me now?				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  We can.  Thank you, Bill.				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7            BILL ARTHUR:  Great.  Hello, my name is				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8  Bill Arthur, and I live in Shoreline, Washington.				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  Thank you, Chair Hoffmann and members of the Council				false
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		367						LN		15		2		false		         2  change, and our hydro system is limited by declining				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		         3  snowpack and the urgent need to provide more				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		         4  flexibility and, eventually, fewer dams to restore				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		         5  our critically threatened salmon, steelhead, and				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		         6  lamprey.				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		         7            The good news is a smart, robust,				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8  diversified 9th Energy Plan can meet our energy				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9  challenges and, importantly, provide the flexibility				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		        10  and river conditions salmon need to survive.  The				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		        11  draft plan, I believe, is a good foundation, but we				false
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		378						LN		15		13		false		        13            Some specifics in that regard,				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		        14  conservation target of 1,060 average megawatts gets				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		        15  us back on track after a -- a drop from the last				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		        16  plan for energy efficiency, and that's good.  But				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		        17  the modeling shows we can accomplish more, and we				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18  should strengthen this target.  I'm not supportive				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  of bifurcating the region for acquiring energy				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20  efficiency.  I think we should secure energy				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21  efficiency wherever we can and fully utilize and				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22  expand the current programs to do so.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23            For demand response, the target of 580				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  megawatts is a solid start.  But again, the modeling				false
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		393						LN		16		2		false		         2  Demand resource, I think, is particularly important,				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  along with battery storage for relieving pressure on				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  the hydro system to help our beleaguered salmon, and				false
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		397						LN		16		6		false		         6  encouraged to help implement demand programs with				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  the utilities, and we should increase the target for				false
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		401						LN		16		10		false		        10  expeditiously with the model conservation standards				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11  for data centers and for heat pumps.  Those are two				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  critical areas, and -- and moving forward on that				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13  quickly would be good.  The 9,000 megawatts of				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14  renewable energy, solar and wind, is a strong goal,				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15  which I fully support.				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16            I do have concerns that delays in				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17  expanding transmission could delay development of				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18  these resources.  BPA should be encouraged to move				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19  transmission projects forward as rapidly as				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  possible.  I also support the load management forum				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21  proposed by the Northwest Energy Coalition.  Getting				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  a strategy, policies, and programs in place to				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23  address this issue is urgently needed.				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24            In sum, a strong diversified energy				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25  portfolio takes pressure off the hydro system, while				false
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		418						LN		17		1		false		         1  assuring a reliable and affordable energy system.				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2  We must build this flexibility to enable us to				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3  replace the 700 average megawatts from the lower				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  Snake River dams when we get to that point and to				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5  restore our endangered salmon and steelhead.  Thank				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  you for a strong draft.  Let's make it even better.				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  Thank you.				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, Bill.				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9  Up next, we have Marjorie Millner.  And I forgot to				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10  ask who --oh, I guess they don't need to read their				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11  names into the record because they've written them				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12  into the record.				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Marjorie.  I've given you				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14  mute/unmute control so you can unmute and give				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15  comment.				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.  Can you hear me?				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17            MR. MADRON:  Yes.  You're a little quiet				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18  so if --				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  We can.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Oh, okay.  Alrighty.				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21  My name is Marjorie Millner.  I live in Vancouver,				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22  Washington, Clark County, and I'm a ratepayer of				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  Clark Public Utilities.  I'm a member of Snake River				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24  Savers, a group dedicated to saving Snake River				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25  salmon runs and the southern resident killer whales				false
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		444						LN		18		1		false		         1  who are now starving for lack of those fish.				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		         2            To save the fish and orcas, we must save				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3  the lower Snake River.  To save the river, the four				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4  lower Snake River dams must be breached.  Breaching				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  the four lower Snake River dams has been identified				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  by NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  Administration, as the centerpiece action of any				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  fish recovery plan that has any chance of success.				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9            For this reason, I urge the Council to				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10  include in its plan the details of how the				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  approximately 700 average megawatts of power				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  contributed to the system by the lower -  four lower				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13  Snake River dams will be replaced when the dam				false
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		709						LN		28		6		false		         6  impact.  Biomass, again, still generates climate				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		         7  change pollution.  It's not the answer.				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		         8            The second thing we need to pay real				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		         9  attention to is restoration of salmon and steelhead				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		        10  populations for many of the reasons people have				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		        11  already stated.  We must restore anadromous fish				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		        12  runs to the system before it's too late, before even				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		        13  more of the runs go extinct.  The sign says removing				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		        14  the four lower Snake River dams will likely recover				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		        15  the runs, and the plan should include planning for				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		        16  removal of these four dams and replacement of the				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		        17  lost power generation by renewable energy.				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		        18            As pointed out previously, only 3 percent				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		        19  of our energy is provided by these dams, and if				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		        20  we're looking at increased energy demand of up to				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		        21  100 percent, that should be a minor thing to do				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		        22  this.				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		        23            We need to keep rates low.  Thirdly, keep				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		        24  rates low and not settle ratepayers with charges				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		        25  that result from burgeoning data centers -- data				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		         1  centers.  And, again, I emphasize develop model				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		         2  conservation standards for the data centers and				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		         3  encourage these facilities to develop their own				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		         4  renewable energy resources.				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		         5            The Council's energy and fish recovery				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		         6  responsibilities are one of the same, I feel, and we				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		         7  have an opportunity to build new energy generation				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		         8  to benefit fish, our water, and rivers, and				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		         9  communities, and to honor our obligations to uphold				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		        10  tribal treaties.  These measures would ensure				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		        11  reliable, affordable, and clean energy system and				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		        12  make meaningful progress towards salmon and				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		        13  steelhead recovery.  Thank you.				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		        14            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Alan.  Next up				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		        15  we have Daniel Wise.				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		        16            MR. MADRON:  Daniel, you seem to be joined				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		        17  to the webinar twice.  I've given one of your				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		        18  instances permission to unmute.  Why don't you go				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		        19  ahead and try unmuting, and we'll see if we can hear				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		        20  you.  Try the other one.  Daniel, you have a				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		        21  mute/unmute control.  You want to try -- go ahead.				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		        22            DANIEL WISE:  Thank you.  Sorry about				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		        23  that.				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		        24            MR. MADRON:  That's okay.  We can hear				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		        25  you, and you sound good.				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		         1            DANIEL WISE:  Good evening, council				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		         2  members.  My name is Daniel Wise.  I live in Coeur				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		         3  d'Alene, Idaho, and I'm an Avista ratepayer.  I've				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		         4  also been a ratepayer with EWEB and PGE, and thank				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		         5  you for the opportunity to speak.				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		         6            I was born in Salem, Oregon, in 1987 in a				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		         7  hospital right beside Mill Creek, a stream where				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		         8  salmon were still running.  My mother and her three				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		         9  sisters grew up in Salmon, Idaho, so wild fish have				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		        10  been part of my family's Northwest for generations.				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		        11  Now, I hope to start a family of my own, and I worry				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		        12  that wild salmon may become something I can tell my				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		        13  children stories about, rather than something they				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		        14  can see for themselves.  That cannot be our				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		        15  generation's legacy.				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		        16            Your draft -- your draft plan does show a				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		        17  better path.  Wind, solar, and storage are the most				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		        18  economic way to meet future demand, and they support				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		        19  fish and wildlife recovery.  So I'm asking for three				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		        20  things in the final plan.				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		        21            First, protect and restore salmon.				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		        22  Support regional recovery goals in the Columbia				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		        23  Basin Restoration Initiative.  We can plan to				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		        24  replace the 700 megawatts from the four lower Snake				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		        25  River dams.  We can work with Washington State on				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		         1  that modeling.  That gives future decision makers				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		         2  real flexibility to restore the river instead of				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		         3  treating today's hydro operations as fixed or				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		         4  immutable.				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		         5            And as a freshman at the University of				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		         6  Oregon in 2005, I visited the Elwha and Glines				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		         7  Canyon dams.  Six years later, removal began, and				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		         8  today, salmon are back in more than 700 miles of				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		         9  habitat.  That's an apropos example of what once				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		        10  seemed impossible, but became a restoration success.				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		        11  So this Council can and should keep that same				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		        12  opportunity alive on the lower Snake.				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		        13            Second, please focus on building clean				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		        14  energy and transmission.  Your draft shows that				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		        15  transmission delays mean more natural gas, so I				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		        16  encourage you to -- to encourage the BPA to acquire				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		        17  renewables and lead on transmission expansion.				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		        18            Third, maximize conservation and demand				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		        19  response.  With data centers growing fast, please				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		        20  adopt strong conservation targets and create a load				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		        21  management forum.  Also develop model conservation				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		        22  and standards for data centers and heat pumps.				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		        23            The opportunity before you is enormous.				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		        24  You well know that, and -- and so is the				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		        25  responsibility to fish, to ratepayers, and to our				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		         1  treaty obligations to the tribes.  This draft plan				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		         2  is a great start, and I hope you'll strengthen it				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		         3  further with these priorities in mind.  I want my				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		         4  children to stand beside these rivers and watch wild				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		         5  salmon come home, so please help make that possible.				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		         6            And finally, I'd just like to close by				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		         7  acknowledging that my -- my parents instilled in me				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		         8  and taught me to respect our public servants, so I				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		         9  want to just close by saying I generally admire your				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		        10  service, and thank you very much for your efforts.				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		        11            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Daniel.  Next,				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		        12  we have Nick Fitzmaurice.				false

		820						LN		32		13		false		        13            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Nick.  I've given you				false

		821						LN		32		14		false		        14  mute/unmute control.				false

		822						LN		32		15		false		        15            NICK FITZMAURICE:  Great.				false

		823						LN		32		16		false		        16            MR. MADRON:  We can hear you.				false

		824						LN		32		17		false		        17            NICK FITZMAURICE:  Thanks.  Good evening,				false

		825						LN		32		18		false		        18  my name is Nick Fitzmaurice.  I'm the energy				false

		826						LN		32		19		false		        19  transition engineer with the Montana Environmental				false

		827						LN		32		20		false		        20  Information Center, or MEIC.  For over 50 years,				false

		828						LN		32		21		false		        21  MEIC has been fighting to protect and improve clean				false

		829						LN		32		22		false		        22  air and clean water in Montana, and advocating for				false

		830						LN		32		23		false		        23  clean, affordable, and reliable energy has been a				false

		831						LN		32		24		false		        24  central tenet of that work for decades.  We've				false

		832						LN		32		25		false		        25  appreciated the opportunity over the last number of				false
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		834						LN		33		1		false		         1  months to participate in a number of conversations				false

		835						LN		33		2		false		         2  with Council staff as modeling was developed and				false

		836						LN		33		3		false		         3  executed as we've come to this draft plan.				false

		837						LN		33		4		false		         4            In Montana, as with the rest of the				false

		838						LN		33		5		false		         5  Northwest region, we're facing an energy				false

		839						LN		33		6		false		         6  affordability crisis.  In Northwestern Energy,				false

		840						LN		33		7		false		         7  Montana's largest utility has received approval for				false

		841						LN		33		8		false		         8  back-to-back major rate increases and continues to				false

		842						LN		33		9		false		         9  plan for a future that will only worsen existing				false

		843						LN		33		10		false		        10  concerns for reliability and affordability.				false

		844						LN		33		11		false		        11            And meanwhile, rather than practically				false

		845						LN		33		12		false		        12  planning for the retirement of the Colstrip coal				false

		846						LN		33		13		false		        13  plant and supporting the surrounding communities				false

		847						LN		33		14		false		        14  through that transition, Northwestern has acquired				false

		848						LN		33		15		false		        15  additional shares of the plant and is expecting				false

		849						LN		33		16		false		        16  ratepayers to bear the major costs and reliability				false

		850						LN		33		17		false		        17  risks of a plant increasingly in need of major				false

		851						LN		33		18		false		        18  overhauls and maintenance.  This planning trajectory				false

		852						LN		33		19		false		        19  sets Montana apart from other states in the				false

		853						LN		33		20		false		        20  Northwest, and we hope that the final 9th Power Plan				false

		854						LN		33		21		false		        21  can set an example for what robust, forward-thinking				false

		855						LN		33		22		false		        22  energy planning for the region can and should look				false

		856						LN		33		23		false		        23  like.				false

		857						LN		33		24		false		        24            Having tracked the development of this				false

		858						LN		33		25		false		        25  draft plan, we appreciate the regional resource				false

		859						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		860						LN		34		1		false		         1  strategies balanced in diverse portfolio of				false

		861						LN		34		2		false		         2  conservation, demand response, renewable generation,				false

		862						LN		34		3		false		         3  and energy storage resources.  Development of these				false

		863						LN		34		4		false		         4  resources, along with expansion of transmission				false

		864						LN		34		5		false		         5  capacity across the region and beyond, will be				false

		865						LN		34		6		false		         6  essential to support an affordable and reliable				false

		866						LN		34		7		false		         7  future for the Northwest power system.				false

		867						LN		34		8		false		         8            However, MEIC also expresses our concerns				false

		868						LN		34		9		false		         9  about the 2100 megawatts of new gas development that				false

		869						LN		34		10		false		        10  is currently included in the action plan.  We would				false

		870						LN		34		11		false		        11  ask the Commission to more closely scrutinize how				false

		871						LN		34		12		false		        12  different assumptions around the availability and				false

		872						LN		34		13		false		        13  cost for new gas plants could shift modeling				false

		873						LN		34		14		false		        14  outcomes away from new gas plants and toward other				false

		874						LN		34		15		false		        15  solutions such as additional renewables and storage				false

		875						LN		34		16		false		        16  resources, demand response, and transmission				false

		876						LN		34		17		false		        17  investments.  This is particularly important, given				false

		877						LN		34		18		false		        18  the increasingly constrained supply chain for				false

		878						LN		34		19		false		        19  constructing new gas plants, as well as volatile				false

		879						LN		34		20		false		        20  increasingly costs for gas fuel, plant components,				false

		880						LN		34		21		false		        21  and pipeline capacity development.				false

		881						LN		34		22		false		        22            At the same time, costs for renewables and				false

		882						LN		34		23		false		        23  storage resources continue to fall, which only makes				false

		883						LN		34		24		false		        24  this case even stronger.  Rather than backing				false

		884						LN		34		25		false		        25  excessive costs -- baking excessive costs into the				false
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		886						LN		35		1		false		         1  Northwest power system for new, soon-to-be-stranded				false

		887						LN		35		2		false		         2  gas assets, the Council should focus on cost-				false

		888						LN		35		3		false		         3  effective alternatives that are at its fingertips				false

		889						LN		35		4		false		         4  today.				false

		890						LN		35		5		false		         5            Montana and the entire Northwest can't				false

		891						LN		35		6		false		         6  afford to increase our reliance on expensive and				false

		892						LN		35		7		false		         7  risky fossil fuel resources.  In finalizing the 9th				false

		893						LN		35		8		false		         8  Power Plan, the Council has the opportunity to set				false

		894						LN		35		9		false		         9  our course for an affordable and reliable energy				false

		895						LN		35		10		false		        10  future to the benefit of everyone across the region.				false

		896						LN		35		11		false		        11            Thanks to the Council and its staff for				false

		897						LN		35		12		false		        12  the incredible work that has gone into the				false

		898						LN		35		13		false		        13  development of this plan and for your consideration				false

		899						LN		35		14		false		        14  of our comments.				false

		900						LN		35		15		false		        15            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Nick.  Next,				false

		901						LN		35		16		false		        16  we have Becca Yates with the Northwest Energy				false

		902						LN		35		17		false		        17  Efficiency Alliance.				false

		903						LN		35		18		false		        18            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Becca.  I've given you				false

		904						LN		35		19		false		        19  mute/unmute control.				false

		905						LN		35		20		false		        20            BECCA YATES:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?				false

		906						LN		35		21		false		        21            MR. MADRON:  Yes, we can.  Thank you.				false

		907						LN		35		22		false		        22            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Yes.				false

		908						LN		35		23		false		        23            BECCA YATES:  Excellent.  Thank you, Chair				false

		909						LN		35		24		false		        24  Milburn, Council members, and staff.  Thank you for				false

		910						LN		35		25		false		        25  the opportunity to comment on the Draft 9th Power				false
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		913						LN		36		2		false		         2            My name is Becca Yates, and I'm speaking				false

		914						LN		36		3		false		         3  on behalf of the Northwest Energy Efficiency				false

		915						LN		36		4		false		         4  Alliance, an alliance of more than 140 utilities and				false

		916						LN		36		5		false		         5  efficiency organizations serving more than 14.5				false

		917						LN		36		6		false		         6  million energy consumers across the Northwest.				false

		918						LN		36		7		false		         7            First, I want to thank the Council and				false

		919						LN		36		8		false		         8  staff for the significant work that's reflected in				false

		920						LN		36		9		false		         9  this plan and for your continued recognition of				false

		921						LN		36		10		false		        10  conservation and market transformation as				false

		922						LN		36		11		false		        11  foundational components of the resource strategy.				false

		923						LN		36		12		false		        12  NEEA also appreciates the Council's commitment to				false

		924						LN		36		13		false		        13  public input.  Overall, NEEA believes the plan				false

		925						LN		36		14		false		        14  provides a strong framework for meeting the region's				false

		926						LN		36		15		false		        15  growing energy needs.  It's with this hope for the				false

		927						LN		36		16		false		        16  plan's potential, and NEEA's close working				false

		928						LN		36		17		false		        17  relationship with the Council, that I provide these				false

		929						LN		36		18		false		        18  comments today.				false

		930						LN		36		19		false		        19            I'd like to focus today on a broader theme				false

		931						LN		36		20		false		        20  that sits beneath many of our comments, and that is				false

		932						LN		36		21		false		        21  the Northwest's greatest energy challenges require				false

		933						LN		36		22		false		        22  us to operate as a regional system, not as a				false

		934						LN		36		23		false		        23  collection of separate jurisdictions.  We are				false

		935						LN		36		24		false		        24  entering a period unlike any we have faced in				false

		936						LN		36		25		false		        25  decades.  No single utility, state, sub-region, or				false
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		938						LN		37		1		false		         1  regional power marketer can solve these challenges				false

		939						LN		37		2		false		         2  alone.  The Northwest's strength has always been its				false

		940						LN		37		3		false		         3  ability to act collectively.  Power flows across				false

		941						LN		37		4		false		         4  state boundaries.  Resource decisions made in one				false

		942						LN		37		5		false		         5  part of the Northwest influence reliability and				false

		943						LN		37		6		false		         6  affordability everywhere else.  That reality is also				false

		944						LN		37		7		false		         7  the foundation of the Northwest's nationally				false

		945						LN		37		8		false		         8  recognized success in conservation.				false

		946						LN		37		9		false		         9            For nearly 50 years, the region has built				false

		947						LN		37		10		false		        10  a common infrastructure that allows us to deliver				false

		948						LN		37		11		false		        11  savings at a scale that no single state or sub-				false

		949						LN		37		12		false		        12  region could achieve on its own.  The market				false

		950						LN		37		13		false		        13  transformation savings delivered across the				false

		951						LN		37		14		false		        14  Northwest are possible because the market receives a				false

		952						LN		37		15		false		        15  consistent regional signal, not multiple competing				false

		953						LN		37		16		false		        16  ones.  This is why NEEA believes a geographically				false

		954						LN		37		17		false		        17  bifurcated conservation target would unintentionally				false

		955						LN		37		18		false		        18  weaken the regional infrastructure that enables				false

		956						LN		37		19		false		        19  conservation, and why we asked the Council to use a				false

		957						LN		37		20		false		        20  single target for this plan.				false

		958						LN		37		21		false		        21            A single target creates the scale,				false
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         1                      TRANSCRIPT OF 


         2           NINTH NORTHWEST REGIONAL POWER PLAN 


         3                     PUBLIC HEARING 


         4                    HELD VIA ZOOM ON 


         5                THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026 


         6                        4:00 P.M. 


         7   


         8            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Hello everyone.  I would 


         9  like to welcome you to the 9th Power Plan public 


        10  comment session on Thursday, October 1st.  I'm going 


        11  to begin by reading a statement into the record.  


        12            Good evening, everyone.  I'd like to call 


        13  this public hearing to order.  My name is Margaret 


        14  Hoffmann.  I'm a member of the Northwest Power and 


        15  Conservation Council from the state of Oregon.  I'd 


        16  like to welcome you to today's public hearing and on 


        17  the Council's Draft 9th Northwest Power Plan.  


        18  Anyone wishing to provide public comment should sign 


        19  up on the list provided.  When the time comes to 


        20  hear your comments, I will call people up to testify 


        21  in the order in which you signed up.  We will unmute 


        22  you.  


        23            As the first order of business, I have a 


        24  statement to make for the administrative record 


        25  about this public hearing.  The Power Act of 1980 -- �
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         1  my text cut off.  Pause.  The Northwest Power Act of 


         2  1980 directs the council to develop a regional 


         3  conservation and electric generation power plan and 


         4  to review that plan every five years.   


         5            The Council's current power plan is its 


         6  8th plan, also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan.  


         7  The Council is now engaged in its latest five-year 


         8  power plan review.  The Council released the Draft 


         9  9th Power -- Northwest Power Plan in mid-August for 


        10  public review and comment.   


        11            For more information, including the text 


        12  of the draft plan and technical appendices, please 


        13  visit the Council's website at nwcouncil.org.  The 


        14  Council will be accepting comments on the Draft 9th 


        15  Plan through October 16th, 2026.   


        16            The Act also requires the Council to hold 


        17  public hearings in every state represented by the 


        18  Council, which includes Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and 


        19  Washington.  The full schedule of hearings can be 


        20  found online.  


        21            I would like to encourage anyone who is 


        22  interested in commenting, to please sign up on one 


        23  of the sheets located around the room.  We have a 


        24  court reporter in attendance to record your 


        25  comments.  The transcript of this hearing will be �
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         1  circulated to all council members and staff will be 


         2  included in the administrative record for the power 


         3  plan review.   


         4            You can also leave written comments with a 


         5  staff member today or submit comments online.  


         6  Instructions for submitting comments online can be 


         7  found on the Council's website.  All comments will  


         8  -- received will be carefully considered by the 


         9  Council in making its final decision to approve the 


        10  9th Northwest Power Plan.  The Council expects to 


        11  make a final decision on the plan at the end of this 


        12  year or early in 2027.  Thank you.  


        13            So, Chad, I would love for you to clarify 


        14  how people who want to testify at this hearing, 


        15  which is online, can sign up to do so.  Thank you.   


        16            MR. MADRON:  Sure, Chair Hoffmann.  To 


        17  everyone attending the webinar, if you have not 


        18  already, and you'd like to give verbal comment 


        19  today, you need to send us an email at 


        20  meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org.  You can see it on 


        21  the meeting website.  I have the information 


        22  highlighted, and it'll be shown again on the screen 


        23  when we're going ahead and starting to take 


        24  testimony -- excuse me, comment.  And we'll be 


        25  working through that list, and Chair Hoffmann will �
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         1  be running the meeting at that point.  


         2            At this point, I can bring up the 


         3  PowerPoint if we're ready for that step? 


         4            MS. LIGHT: That'd be great, Chad. 


         5            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you very much, 


         6  Chad.  And I'd like to turn it over to Jennifer 


         7  Light, the director of our power division. 


         8            MS. LIGHT:  Thanks, Chair Hoffmann.  


         9  Welcome, everyone.  Thanks so much for joining us at 


        10  this public hearing.  I just have a short 


        11  presentation to orient us before we get to the 


        12  public comment portion of the night.  


        13            As Member Hoffmann noted, the Northwest 


        14  Power Act of 1980 created the Council and puts forth 


        15  us to develop a regional power plan and efficient 


        16  wildlife program for the Columbia River Basin.  And 


        17  under the Power Act, Bonneville does have legal 


        18  responsibilities to acquire resources that it 


        19  determines are consistent with the Council's plan.  


        20  And so this is the -- the power plan piece of our 


        21  work that we'll be talking about today. 


        22            But before I get further into that, I do 


        23  want to briefly touch on the Council's Columbia 


        24  River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.  This is a 


        25  program that we put forward through an extensive �
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         1  public process to protect, mitigate, and enhance 


         2  sufficient wildlife of the Columbia Basin.  And the 


         3  Council recently adopted its most recent program, 


         4  the 2026 Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife 


         5  Program, in June of this year.   


         6            That program does become a part of the 


         7  Council's power plan, and so very much a basis for 


         8  hydro operations around fish and wildlife in the 


         9  plan.  And one of the priorities included in the 


        10  Fish and Wildlife Program is to keep water moving 


        11  for migrating fish at critical times, while also 


        12  making sure that we're still meeting the region's 


        13  energy needs.  


        14            For the power plan, what we are doing is 


        15  working to ensure over a long-term planning that the 


        16  region has adequate, efficient, economical, and 


        17  reliable power supply.  As noted earlier, this plan 


        18  is updated approximately every five years and it 


        19  provides a blueprint for the region on what new 


        20  resources need to be added.  


        21            And the way that we do that is we really 


        22  look at what is the system capable of providing 


        23  today, how much energy might we need in the future, 


        24  and then what is the least cost, least risk way to 


        25  meet that future need, being mindful of the existing �
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         1  system capabilities, environmental quality, and some 


         2  other items set forth to us in the Power Act. 


         3            Some key takeaways from this Draft 9th 


         4  Plan, I'll start with load growth.  There is 


         5  significant potential load growth that we're seeing 


         6  in this region driven by data centers and 


         7  electrification, and over the next 20 years, we see 


         8  the potential for loads to grow by 50 to 100 


         9  percent.  And so that's one of the areas where we're 


        10  working to put forward a set of new resources to 


        11  make sure that we can meet that load growth.  And as 


        12  you can see from that range, there's certainly 


        13  uncertainty around that future load growth.   


        14            And that's one of the other key takeaways 


        15  is our power planning and all of our plans, 


        16  including this plan, really is done in a place where 


        17  we're accounting for uncertainty and risk around the 


        18  future.  So not just uncertainty around what future 


        19  loads might be, but also future weather conditions 


        20  and how that might play into future hydro flows as 


        21  the timing of when and how much water flows down the 


        22  system, as well as other changes to the system, 


        23  loads, prices, all sorts of things.  


        24            In the plan, we have put forward a draft 


        25  resource portfolio that does provide a suite of �
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         1  resources to meet the future needs, and I'll talk 


         2  about that on the next slide.  And we're at this 


         3  point in the process where we're looking to get all 


         4  of your input as we're working towards that final 


         5  power plan.   


         6            The resource strategy included in the 


         7  Draft 9th Plan does look out over the next six 


         8  years, and it provides a suite of resources from 


         9  demand side resources, like conservation, demand 


        10  response, and voltage regulation that can help to 


        11  meet energy and capacity needs while deferring the 


        12  need to build transmission and other resources, as 


        13  well as larger supply side resources.  We see 


        14  renewables, combined with storage, support the 


        15  region's energy and capacity, while also meeting 


        16  clean goals.  And then natural gas provides energy 


        17  to the system, particularly in times when we have 


        18  lower water availability, just due to the -- the 


        19  conditions in that specific year.   


        20            These resources together are also 


        21  supported by a suite of other recommendations around 


        22  transmission, permitting, data centers, and more, 


        23  and collectively, that what -- is kind of what makes 


        24  up the strategy in this Draft 9th Plan.  


        25            As noted earlier, Bonneville is connected �
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         1  very much to the Council's work and under the Power 


         2  Act, does need to acquire resources that it 


         3  determines to be consistent with the Council's plan.   


         4            And so in the Draft 9th Plan, we also do 


         5  put forward recommendations to Bonneville to:  (1) 


         6  Acquire their share of the recommended conservation 


         7  outlined in the plan; (2) to support its customers 


         8  in acquiring other demand-side resources, including 


         9  that demand response and voltage regulation.  For 


        10  Bonneville, should it need to acquire resources for 


        11  energy beyond conservation, to look to renewables, 


        12  and then if there is a need for capacity to assess 


        13  the cost effectiveness between storage and natural 


        14  gas to fill that need.   


        15            A little bit beyond the resource strategy, 


        16  core to what the Council is to put forth, is this 


        17  scheme for new resources, but there are, as I noted 


        18  earlier, many other places where we speak to 


        19  elements that are critical for the power system, 


        20  such as transmission, planning and development, 


        21  permitting, and citing of resources.  The Council 


        22  might not have sort of direct authority over each of 


        23  these decisions, but we're recognizing the 


        24  importance of moving these pieces forward in tandem 


        25  with the development of new resources that we are �



                                                              12 



         1  recommending.  


         2            It's also worth noting some of the places 


         3  where the Council does not have sort of a direct 


         4  role.  That includes the Council does not set 


         5  electricity rates, nor does it make any decisions 


         6  around resource retirements or existing system sort 


         7  of retirements.  And so those are elements that are 


         8  outside the scope of the 9th Plan process.  


         9            Just a couple of housekeeping things 


        10  before we transition to the public comment.  As Chad 


        11  noted, if you do want to provide comment, please 


        12  send an email to this meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org 


        13  with your full name.  We will keep an updated list 


        14  on the screen of those planning to provide comment, 


        15  and when it's your turn, we'll call and unmute you 


        16  so that you can come off mute and give your comment.   


        17            Please be courteous to everyone.  We 


        18  appreciate you being here and providing your 


        19  thoughts today, and we want to make sure that 


        20  everyone feels welcome to do so.  We do ask that you 


        21  keep it brief and on topic.  And do note that your 


        22  comments will become part of the official record.  


        23  We do have a court reporter here to take those down 


        24  accurately based on the comments you're providing.  


        25            I also ask that if you do have a written �



                                                              13 



         1  version of your comments, if you would also please 


         2  email that to that meeting organizer email address 


         3  it will help us get it into the record to make sure 


         4  that we are accurately representing the comments 


         5  that you've shared today.  


         6            You can also submit your comments online 


         7  if you'd like to do so, and that information is 


         8  available at these links and at this QR code.  And 


         9  with that, Member Hoffmann, I will turn it back over 


        10  to you and to the rest of the hearing. 


        11            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, 


        12  Director Light.   


        13            MR. MADRON:  Member Hoffmann, I'm just 


        14  going to bring up a few items here to get ready, and 


        15  I actually need to add three names to the list.   


        16            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you.  So you all 


        17  can probably see this, but first, we'll have Bill 


        18  Arthur, followed by Marjorie Millner and Malorie 


        19  Nilson.  You can see the timer on the left side of 


        20  your screen.  And so when Chad is ready, he will 


        21  unmute Bill and we'll give it a second, just to make 


        22  sure that your microphone is working and sound is 


        23  working so we can record. 


        24            MR. MADRON:  All right.  Great.  I'm 


        25  moving to Bill now.  All right, Bill.  I've given �
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         1  you mute/unmute control so you can speak.  Please 


         2  unmute yourself in the Zoom software and then you 


         3  can give comment.  


         4            BILL ARTHUR:  All right.  Are you able to 


         5  hear me now?  


         6            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  We can.  Thank you, Bill. 


         7            BILL ARTHUR:  Great.  Hello, my name is 


         8  Bill Arthur, and I live in Shoreline, Washington.  


         9  Thank you, Chair Hoffmann and members of the Council 


        10  for the opportunity to testify.  


        11            I have a long history of engagement, both 


        12  on the fish and wildlife programs and the regional 


        13  energy plans, both professionally when I worked for 


        14  the Sierra Club, and as an individual who cares 


        15  deeply about salmon and our energy future.   


        16            I applaud the Council staff and the 


        17  members of the Council for developing a solid Draft 


        18  9th Energy Plan.  For many years and indeed decades, 


        19  we have mostly been able to meet our modest load 


        20  growth with new energy efficiency and our hydro 


        21  system.  Energy efficiency, as the regional act 


        22  intended, was the cornerstone for new resources.   


        23            We now face a new and challenging 


        24  situation of accelerating load growth due to rapid 


        25  growth of data centers and electrification of �
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         1  housing and transportation to address climate 


         2  change, and our hydro system is limited by declining 


         3  snowpack and the urgent need to provide more 


         4  flexibility and, eventually, fewer dams to restore 


         5  our critically threatened salmon, steelhead, and 


         6  lamprey.  


         7            The good news is a smart, robust, 


         8  diversified 9th Energy Plan can meet our energy 


         9  challenges and, importantly, provide the flexibility 


        10  and river conditions salmon need to survive.  The 


        11  draft plan, I believe, is a good foundation, but we 


        12  can and -- and -- and must strengthen it.   


        13            Some specifics in that regard, 


        14  conservation target of 1,060 average megawatts gets 


        15  us back on track after a -- a drop from the last 


        16  plan for energy efficiency, and that's good.  But 


        17  the modeling shows we can accomplish more, and we 


        18  should strengthen this target.  I'm not supportive 


        19  of bifurcating the region for acquiring energy 


        20  efficiency.  I think we should secure energy 


        21  efficiency wherever we can and fully utilize and 


        22  expand the current programs to do so.   


        23            For demand response, the target of 580 


        24  megawatts is a solid start.  But again, the modeling 


        25  shows that we have more potential for acquiring this �



                                                              16 



         1  resource up to three times that amount by 2032.  


         2  Demand resource, I think, is particularly important, 


         3  along with battery storage for relieving pressure on 


         4  the hydro system to help our beleaguered salmon, and 


         5  just to help with the system overall.  BPA should be 


         6  encouraged to help implement demand programs with 


         7  the utilities, and we should increase the target for 


         8  acquiring that resource.  


         9            I urge the Council to move forward 


        10  expeditiously with the model conservation standards 


        11  for data centers and for heat pumps.  Those are two 


        12  critical areas, and -- and moving forward on that 


        13  quickly would be good.  The 9,000 megawatts of 


        14  renewable energy, solar and wind, is a strong goal, 


        15  which I fully support.   


        16            I do have concerns that delays in 


        17  expanding transmission could delay development of 


        18  these resources.  BPA should be encouraged to move 


        19  transmission projects forward as rapidly as 


        20  possible.  I also support the load management forum 


        21  proposed by the Northwest Energy Coalition.  Getting 


        22  a strategy, policies, and programs in place to 


        23  address this issue is urgently needed. 


        24            In sum, a strong diversified energy 


        25  portfolio takes pressure off the hydro system, while �
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         1  assuring a reliable and affordable energy system.  


         2  We must build this flexibility to enable us to 


         3  replace the 700 average megawatts from the lower 


         4  Snake River dams when we get to that point and to 


         5  restore our endangered salmon and steelhead.  Thank 


         6  you for a strong draft.  Let's make it even better.  


         7  Thank you.  


         8            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, Bill.  


         9  Up next, we have Marjorie Millner.  And I forgot to 


        10  ask who --oh, I guess they don't need to read their 


        11  names into the record because they've written them 


        12  into the record.   


        13            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Marjorie.  I've given you 


        14  mute/unmute control so you can unmute and give 


        15  comment. 


        16            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Okay.  Can you hear me?  


        17            MR. MADRON:  Yes.  You're a little quiet 


        18  so if --  


        19            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  We can. 


        20            MARJORIE MILLNER:  Oh, okay.  Alrighty.  


        21  My name is Marjorie Millner.  I live in Vancouver, 


        22  Washington, Clark County, and I'm a ratepayer of 


        23  Clark Public Utilities.  I'm a member of Snake River 


        24  Savers, a group dedicated to saving Snake River 


        25  salmon runs and the southern resident killer whales �
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         1  who are now starving for lack of those fish.   


         2            To save the fish and orcas, we must save 


         3  the lower Snake River.  To save the river, the four 


         4  lower Snake River dams must be breached.  Breaching 


         5  the four lower Snake River dams has been identified 


         6  by NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 


         7  Administration, as the centerpiece action of any 


         8  fish recovery plan that has any chance of success.  


         9            For this reason, I urge the Council to 


        10  include in its plan the details of how the 


        11  approximately 700 average megawatts of power 


        12  contributed to the system by the lower -  four lower 


        13  Snake River dams will be replaced when the dam 


        14  breaching does occur.  The four lower Snake River 


        15  dams contribute less than 3 percent of the Pacific 


        16  Northwest's power at this time.   


        17            When we're looking at a possible need for 


        18  twice the power we now have, surely we have the 


        19  ingenuity to replace what would be, in that 


        20  circumstance, about 1.5 percent of the grid in order 


        21  to save an entire ecosystem complete with forests, 


        22  fish runs, and orcas.  And don't forget people.   


        23            Instead of getting warnings, for the 


        24  fourth year in a row, to avoid contact with the 


        25  slack water behind the lower Snake River dams for �
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         1  fear of toxic algae that kills pets and causes liver 


         2  damage in people, we would have people being able to 


         3  fish, swim, kayak down what would be an amazing 


         4  system of rapids, and we would be in compliance with 


         5  federal environmental protection laws and tribal 


         6  treaties.  


         7            I applaud you for the overall proposed 


         8  power plan.  My only disappointment is the reliance 


         9  on some natural gas, which I think is too harmful to 


        10  consider and which I fear may cost more than the 


        11  amounts described in the plan.  But my main concern 


        12  is that I believe that the next five years will be 


        13  crucial in deciding the fate of the Snake River 


        14  salmon runs.   


        15            BPA, Bonneville Power Administration, has 


        16  spent well over $10 billion and failed to achieve 


        17  any increase in salmon runs over a period of 40 


        18  years.  Hatchery fish make up the vast majority of 


        19  the runs at this point with wild fish dwindling in 


        20  numbers to the brink of extinction.   


        21            The power provided by the four lower Snake 


        22  River dams is largely surplus.  In fact, between 


        23  2007 and 2018, BPA needed lower Snake River dam 


        24  power to meet its contractual obligations for only 


        25  two hours in 2009.  This is as stated by law �
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         1  professor Michael Blumm in his book, Pacific Salmon 


         2  Law and the Environment. 


         3            Climate change is only going to make the 


         4  outlook for both hydropower reliability and fish 


         5  survival in the lower Snake more and more dismal.  


         6  It is time to replace the power from the four lower 


         7  Snake River dams with less destructive, more 


         8  reliable sources, which will be a win for both 


         9  salmon and the power grid.   


        10            Thank you for taking my comment and for 


        11  all your hard work in developing a plan in what is a 


        12  uniquely challenging time. 


        13            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, 


        14  Marjorie.  Next up, we have Malorie Nilson.  


        15            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Malorie, I've given you 


        16  mute/unmute control.  You can now unmute and give 


        17  comment. 


        18            MALORIE NILSON:  Thank you.  Can you hear 


        19  me?  


        20            MR. MADRON:  Yes, we can. 


        21            MALORIE NILSON:  Okay.  Thank you.  Hello, 


        22  my name is Malorie Nilson.  I am a resident of 


        23  Boise, Idaho, and a ratepayer of Idaho Power.  As a 


        24  ratepayer and resident of Idaho who cares about the 


        25  state and the Northwest broadly, as I know you do, I �
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         1  care about having an energy system that's 


         2  affordable, reliable, meets clean energy and 


         3  conservation goals.  And now, more than ever, it's 


         4  vital to plan with specific goals in mind.  


         5            So first, to preserve and protect 


         6  wildlife, most significantly impacted are the salmon 


         7  and steelhead populations in our river ecosystems.  


         8  In the final plan, I urge you to more robustly 


         9  prioritize regional salmon recovery goals and 


        10  implementation of the Columbia Basin Restoration 


        11  Initiative.   


        12            In addition, I encourage the Council to 


        13  include a detailed focus on collaboration with 


        14  tribal leadership to account for any impact power 


        15  planning may have on tribal treaties and fish 


        16  recovery efforts.   


        17            Second, the plan must more robustly pursue 


        18  new clean resources to meet future needs and remove 


        19  barriers to necessary transmission connections 


        20  across the Northwest.  The draft plan clearly shows 


        21  that clean sources, wind, solar, and storage, are 


        22  the most economic choice to meet future power demand 


        23  and support fish and wildlife recovery.  The plan 


        24  also indicates that delays in expanding the 


        25  transmission system could result in more gas �
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         1  generation, which is unacceptable to meet.  Instead, 


         2  integrating storage and expanding transmission 


         3  access as rapidly as possible will lead to more 


         4  clean energy, lower costs for everyone, and improved 


         5  system flexibility and reliability. 


         6            Third, in the era of data centers and the 


         7  well-documented water and energy demands they bring, 


         8  it's more vital than ever to develop model 


         9  conservation standards to give us more robust 


        10  protections in the face of proposed data centers and 


        11  heat pump installations.  These standards help 


        12  clarify performance criteria and operational 


        13  practice to help the region address these growing 


        14  issues. 


        15            Furthermore, poor energy planning has left 


        16  the region with long out-of-date systems, a backlog 


        17  of necessary repairs, and a lack of vital expansion 


        18  to our region's transmission system.  Because of 


        19  this, I recommend that acknowledged costs of 


        20  efficacy of clean energy be robustly and 


        21  aggressively pursued and that BPA lead the region in 


        22  acquiring renewable resources to implement into the 


        23  grid.  


        24            Furthermore, I strongly encourage you to 


        25  create a load management forum so that the region �
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         1  can maximize future flexibility and avoid further 


         2  strains on the river systems from data centers or 


         3  other large-scale energy users.  Load management 


         4  should be closely monitored to prevent any entity 


         5  from unduly taxing the system, and we should not be 


         6  prioritizing meeting energy goals for any one 


         7  business over the specific mission of this Council 


         8  and region.   


         9            If any one entity has energy demands that 


        10  exceed sustainability, there should be systems in 


        11  place to protect the grid and rates for all other 


        12  ratepayers.  There should be plans in place for how 


        13  to deal with high-energy consumers, and there should 


        14  be plans in place to prevent any new construction 


        15  that does not fit within the strict energy 


        16  conservation requirements that should be included in 


        17  this plan.  These measures are necessary and doable, 


        18  and they would make real meaningful progress to -- 


        19  towards salmon and steelhead recovery.   


        20            Beyond this, it would ensure a reliable, 


        21  affordable, and clean energy system for the people 


        22  who live in this region for generations to come.  


        23            Thank you for the opportunity to give 


        24  comment and for starting this conversation from such 


        25  a strong position, and thank you for your time.   �
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         1            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you very much, 


         2  Malorie.  Next up, we have Susan Rounds.  


         3            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Susan.  I've given you 


         4  mute/unmute control.  You can unmute and give 


         5  comment. 


         6            SUSAN ROUNDS:  Hello, can you hear me 


         7  okay?  Hello? 


         8            MR. MADRON:  Yes, ma'am, we can.  


         9            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Yes, we can hear you. 


        10            SUSAN ROUNDS:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.  I 


        11  do appreciate the opportunity to give comment, and I 


        12  appreciate, you know, this -- this meeting being 


        13  held.  At this time, we're facing increasing demands 


        14  for electricity with aging hydropower dams, and they 


        15  will eventually have to -- something will have to be 


        16  done about them, whether we remove them or remodel 


        17  them in such a way that it supports the salmon that 


        18  is a major -- going to be a major effort, and so we 


        19  need to start bolstering the renewable sources now.   


        20            Attempts to bolster the salmon runs have 


        21  included widespread use of hatchery raised fish, and 


        22  research indicates the presence of these fish 


        23  undermines the wild populations.  The issues with 


        24  the salmon have been compounded by the dams, and so 


        25  my recommendation would be to plan for removal of �
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         1  the dams and switching to the renewables.   


         2            There's also a threat that our desire for 


         3  electricity and use of AI is pushing dramatic 


         4  proliferation of AI centers and the powers -- the 


         5  problems with those are well known.  So -- and on 


         6  the other side, a local wind farm near Moscow, 


         7  Idaho, where I live, was scrapped or put on hold 


         8  because the wind farm was placed near 


         9  environmentally sensitive state parks.  So we need 


        10  to find places for renewable energy that are not 


        11  going to impact the undesirable -- have undesirable 


        12  impacts on the environment.   


        13            These challenges are deep and complex, yet 


        14  there is opportunity here.  One such opportunity 


        15  would be to increase community solar programs.  


        16  Using our roof to generate solar power would require 


        17  the addition of no land needed for habitat or 


        18  infrastructure.  Placing solar arrays over sitting 


        19  parking areas on top of bridges and other structures 


        20  would improve the heat issues generated by hot 


        21  pavement. 


        22            Removing the hydropower dams would go a 


        23  long ways towards improving the environmental status 


        24  of the salmon.  Reducing our need on fossil fuels 


        25  for power generation will reduce air pollution, the �
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         1  environmental cost of oil drilling, coal mining, and 


         2  reduce the number of Superfund sites to be addressed 


         3  by the upcoming generations. 


         4            I realize that all these ideas cannot be 


         5  enacted at once.  However, it is important to 


         6  identify and build environmentally appropriate 


         7  renewable power sources, address the issues of the 


         8  Snake River dams, while protecting sensitive 


         9  species.  Fossil fuels have served us for many 


        10  years, that the -- yet the limited supply and 


        11  undesirable environmental effects of their use can 


        12  be the motivator for humanity to identify new, more 


        13  beneficial strategies.  Thank you for your time.  


        14            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much.  Next 


        15  up, we have Alan Poplawsky. 


        16            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Alan.  I've given you 


        17  unmute control.  You can now give comment by 


        18  unmuting. 


        19            ALAN POPLAWSKY:  Okay.  Can you hear me?  


        20            MR. MADRON:  Yes, sir, we can.  


        21            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  We can. 


        22            ALAN POPLAWSKY:  Okay.  I'd like to start 


        23  by thanking the Council for a draft plan that is a 


        24  very good start.  While planning for the Northwest 


        25  future power needs, we need to emphasize three �
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         1  things.  The first thing is reducing pollution, 


         2  which causes climate change and not adding new 


         3  fossil fuel generation.  Clean renewable energy, 


         4  such as wind and solar with storage are the best, 


         5  least expensive, and fastest sources of energy to 


         6  develop.  It should be prioritized in the plan.  


         7  Developing transmission facilities in conjunction 


         8  with renewable energy sources should be prioritized 


         9  also.  


        10            In the plan, from what I see, 43 percent 


        11  of the new generation in renewables is in 


        12  renewables, and that's good, but we can do better.  


        13  Fully 12 percent of the proposed new generations of 


        14  natural gas and a way to eliminate this completely 


        15  should be developed. 


        16            Conservation should continue to be 


        17  emphasized to its fullest, as it has been in the 


        18  past.  Nuclear is a no-no.  It's not -- not the 


        19  answer.  More expensive than renewables, less safe 


        20  without a permanent federal repository for the 


        21  waste, and takes much longer to -- to develop than 


        22  renewables.   


        23            Coal needs to be completely phased out.  I 


        24  know you don't have control over that, but I feel 


        25  very strongly, remaining coal and gas conversion �
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         1  does not eliminate the climate change pollution 


         2  impact of these plants, and especially coal has a 


         3  tremendous health impact to the human population.  


         4  The CO2 sequestration is unproven technology on a 


         5  realistic scale.  It's likely to have only a minor 


         6  impact.  Biomass, again, still generates climate 


         7  change pollution.  It's not the answer.   


         8            The second thing we need to pay real 


         9  attention to is restoration of salmon and steelhead 


        10  populations for many of the reasons people have 


        11  already stated.  We must restore anadromous fish 


        12  runs to the system before it's too late, before even 


        13  more of the runs go extinct.  The sign says removing 


        14  the four lower Snake River dams will likely recover 


        15  the runs, and the plan should include planning for 


        16  removal of these four dams and replacement of the 


        17  lost power generation by renewable energy. 


        18            As pointed out previously, only 3 percent 


        19  of our energy is provided by these dams, and if 


        20  we're looking at increased energy demand of up to 


        21  100 percent, that should be a minor thing to do 


        22  this.   


        23            We need to keep rates low.  Thirdly, keep 


        24  rates low and not settle ratepayers with charges 


        25  that result from burgeoning data centers -- data �
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         1  centers.  And, again, I emphasize develop model 


         2  conservation standards for the data centers and 


         3  encourage these facilities to develop their own 


         4  renewable energy resources.   


         5            The Council's energy and fish recovery 


         6  responsibilities are one of the same, I feel, and we 


         7  have an opportunity to build new energy generation 


         8  to benefit fish, our water, and rivers, and 


         9  communities, and to honor our obligations to uphold 


        10  tribal treaties.  These measures would ensure 


        11  reliable, affordable, and clean energy system and 


        12  make meaningful progress towards salmon and 


        13  steelhead recovery.  Thank you.  


        14            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Alan.  Next up 


        15  we have Daniel Wise.  


        16            MR. MADRON:  Daniel, you seem to be joined 


        17  to the webinar twice.  I've given one of your 


        18  instances permission to unmute.  Why don't you go 


        19  ahead and try unmuting, and we'll see if we can hear 


        20  you.  Try the other one.  Daniel, you have a 


        21  mute/unmute control.  You want to try -- go ahead.  


        22            DANIEL WISE:  Thank you.  Sorry about 


        23  that. 


        24            MR. MADRON:  That's okay.  We can hear 


        25  you, and you sound good.  �
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         1            DANIEL WISE:  Good evening, council 


         2  members.  My name is Daniel Wise.  I live in Coeur 


         3  d'Alene, Idaho, and I'm an Avista ratepayer.  I've 


         4  also been a ratepayer with EWEB and PGE, and thank 


         5  you for the opportunity to speak.   


         6            I was born in Salem, Oregon, in 1987 in a 


         7  hospital right beside Mill Creek, a stream where 


         8  salmon were still running.  My mother and her three 


         9  sisters grew up in Salmon, Idaho, so wild fish have 


        10  been part of my family's Northwest for generations.  


        11  Now, I hope to start a family of my own, and I worry 


        12  that wild salmon may become something I can tell my 


        13  children stories about, rather than something they 


        14  can see for themselves.  That cannot be our 


        15  generation's legacy.  


        16            Your draft -- your draft plan does show a 


        17  better path.  Wind, solar, and storage are the most 


        18  economic way to meet future demand, and they support 


        19  fish and wildlife recovery.  So I'm asking for three 


        20  things in the final plan. 


        21            First, protect and restore salmon.  


        22  Support regional recovery goals in the Columbia 


        23  Basin Restoration Initiative.  We can plan to 


        24  replace the 700 megawatts from the four lower Snake 


        25  River dams.  We can work with Washington State on �
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         1  that modeling.  That gives future decision makers 


         2  real flexibility to restore the river instead of 


         3  treating today's hydro operations as fixed or 


         4  immutable.  


         5            And as a freshman at the University of 


         6  Oregon in 2005, I visited the Elwha and Glines 


         7  Canyon dams.  Six years later, removal began, and 


         8  today, salmon are back in more than 700 miles of 


         9  habitat.  That's an apropos example of what once 


        10  seemed impossible, but became a restoration success.  


        11  So this Council can and should keep that same 


        12  opportunity alive on the lower Snake.  


        13            Second, please focus on building clean 


        14  energy and transmission.  Your draft shows that 


        15  transmission delays mean more natural gas, so I 


        16  encourage you to -- to encourage the BPA to acquire 


        17  renewables and lead on transmission expansion.   


        18            Third, maximize conservation and demand 


        19  response.  With data centers growing fast, please 


        20  adopt strong conservation targets and create a load 


        21  management forum.  Also develop model conservation 


        22  and standards for data centers and heat pumps.   


        23            The opportunity before you is enormous.  


        24  You well know that, and -- and so is the 


        25  responsibility to fish, to ratepayers, and to our �
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         1  treaty obligations to the tribes.  This draft plan 


         2  is a great start, and I hope you'll strengthen it 


         3  further with these priorities in mind.  I want my 


         4  children to stand beside these rivers and watch wild 


         5  salmon come home, so please help make that possible. 


         6            And finally, I'd just like to close by 


         7  acknowledging that my -- my parents instilled in me 


         8  and taught me to respect our public servants, so I 


         9  want to just close by saying I generally admire your 


        10  service, and thank you very much for your efforts. 


        11            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Daniel.  Next, 


        12  we have Nick Fitzmaurice.  


        13            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Nick.  I've given you 


        14  mute/unmute control.  


        15            NICK FITZMAURICE:  Great.  


        16            MR. MADRON:  We can hear you. 


        17            NICK FITZMAURICE:  Thanks.  Good evening, 


        18  my name is Nick Fitzmaurice.  I'm the energy 


        19  transition engineer with the Montana Environmental 


        20  Information Center, or MEIC.  For over 50 years, 


        21  MEIC has been fighting to protect and improve clean 


        22  air and clean water in Montana, and advocating for 


        23  clean, affordable, and reliable energy has been a 


        24  central tenet of that work for decades.  We've 


        25  appreciated the opportunity over the last number of �
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         1  months to participate in a number of conversations 


         2  with Council staff as modeling was developed and 


         3  executed as we've come to this draft plan. 


         4            In Montana, as with the rest of the 


         5  Northwest region, we're facing an energy 


         6  affordability crisis.  In Northwestern Energy, 


         7  Montana's largest utility has received approval for 


         8  back-to-back major rate increases and continues to 


         9  plan for a future that will only worsen existing 


        10  concerns for reliability and affordability.   


        11            And meanwhile, rather than practically 


        12  planning for the retirement of the Colstrip coal 


        13  plant and supporting the surrounding communities 


        14  through that transition, Northwestern has acquired 


        15  additional shares of the plant and is expecting 


        16  ratepayers to bear the major costs and reliability 


        17  risks of a plant increasingly in need of major 


        18  overhauls and maintenance.  This planning trajectory 


        19  sets Montana apart from other states in the 


        20  Northwest, and we hope that the final 9th Power Plan 


        21  can set an example for what robust, forward-thinking 


        22  energy planning for the region can and should look 


        23  like.   


        24            Having tracked the development of this 


        25  draft plan, we appreciate the regional resource �
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         1  strategies balanced in diverse portfolio of 


         2  conservation, demand response, renewable generation, 


         3  and energy storage resources.  Development of these 


         4  resources, along with expansion of transmission 


         5  capacity across the region and beyond, will be 


         6  essential to support an affordable and reliable 


         7  future for the Northwest power system.   


         8            However, MEIC also expresses our concerns 


         9  about the 2100 megawatts of new gas development that 


        10  is currently included in the action plan.  We would 


        11  ask the Commission to more closely scrutinize how 


        12  different assumptions around the availability and 


        13  cost for new gas plants could shift modeling 


        14  outcomes away from new gas plants and toward other 


        15  solutions such as additional renewables and storage 


        16  resources, demand response, and transmission 


        17  investments.  This is particularly important, given 


        18  the increasingly constrained supply chain for 


        19  constructing new gas plants, as well as volatile 


        20  increasingly costs for gas fuel, plant components, 


        21  and pipeline capacity development.   


        22            At the same time, costs for renewables and 


        23  storage resources continue to fall, which only makes 


        24  this case even stronger.  Rather than backing 


        25  excessive costs -- baking excessive costs into the �
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         1  Northwest power system for new, soon-to-be-stranded 


         2  gas assets, the Council should focus on cost-


         3  effective alternatives that are at its fingertips 


         4  today.   


         5            Montana and the entire Northwest can't 


         6  afford to increase our reliance on expensive and 


         7  risky fossil fuel resources.  In finalizing the 9th 


         8  Power Plan, the Council has the opportunity to set 


         9  our course for an affordable and reliable energy 


        10  future to the benefit of everyone across the region.  


        11            Thanks to the Council and its staff for 


        12  the incredible work that has gone into the 


        13  development of this plan and for your consideration 


        14  of our comments.     


        15            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Nick.  Next, 


        16  we have Becca Yates with the Northwest Energy 


        17  Efficiency Alliance. 


        18            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Becca.  I've given you 


        19  mute/unmute control. 


        20            BECCA YATES:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?  


        21            MR. MADRON:  Yes, we can.  Thank you. 


        22            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Yes. 


        23            BECCA YATES:  Excellent.  Thank you, Chair 


        24  Milburn, Council members, and staff.  Thank you for 


        25  the opportunity to comment on the Draft 9th Power �
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         1  Plan.   


         2            My name is Becca Yates, and I'm speaking 


         3  on behalf of the Northwest Energy Efficiency 


         4  Alliance, an alliance of more than 140 utilities and 


         5  efficiency organizations serving more than 14.5 


         6  million energy consumers across the Northwest.  


         7            First, I want to thank the Council and 


         8  staff for the significant work that's reflected in 


         9  this plan and for your continued recognition of 


        10  conservation and market transformation as 


        11  foundational components of the resource strategy.  


        12  NEEA also appreciates the Council's commitment to 


        13  public input.  Overall, NEEA believes the plan 


        14  provides a strong framework for meeting the region's 


        15  growing energy needs.  It's with this hope for the 


        16  plan's potential, and NEEA's close working 


        17  relationship with the Council, that I provide these 


        18  comments today.  


        19            I'd like to focus today on a broader theme 


        20  that sits beneath many of our comments, and that is 


        21  the Northwest's greatest energy challenges require 


        22  us to operate as a regional system, not as a 


        23  collection of separate jurisdictions.  We are 


        24  entering a period unlike any we have faced in 


        25  decades.  No single utility, state, sub-region, or �
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         1  regional power marketer can solve these challenges 


         2  alone.  The Northwest's strength has always been its 


         3  ability to act collectively.  Power flows across 


         4  state boundaries.  Resource decisions made in one 


         5  part of the Northwest influence reliability and 


         6  affordability everywhere else.  That reality is also 


         7  the foundation of the Northwest's nationally 


         8  recognized success in conservation. 


         9            For nearly 50 years, the region has built 


        10  a common infrastructure that allows us to deliver 


        11  savings at a scale that no single state or sub-


        12  region could achieve on its own.  The market 


        13  transformation savings delivered across the 


        14  Northwest are possible because the market receives a 


        15  consistent regional signal, not multiple competing 


        16  ones.  This is why NEEA believes a geographically 


        17  bifurcated conservation target would unintentionally 


        18  weaken the regional infrastructure that enables 


        19  conservation, and why we asked the Council to use a 


        20  single target for this plan.   


        21            A single target creates the scale, 


        22  influence, and predictability that encourages 


        23  manufacturers and the broader supply chain to invest 


        24  in the Northwest.  That investment helps bring new 


        25  technologies that meets the needs of communities �



                                                              38 



         1  across both sides of the region and delivers greater 


         2  cost effective savings over time.  The dual target 


         3  approach would also create additional administrative 


         4  complexity and costs.   


         5            But perhaps most importantly, 


         6  fragmentation and increased administrative 


         7  complexity risks slowing savings delivery and 


         8  regional collaboration at exactly the wrong moment.  


         9  Conservation is one of the few resources available 


        10  today that does not depend on siting, permitting, 


        11  transmission access, or lengthy development 


        12  timelines.  As uncertainty grows and resource needs 


        13  accelerate, conservation becomes more valuable, not 


        14  less. 


        15            So the question before us is not simply 


        16  where efficiency is acquired.  A critical question I 


        17  beg you all to consider is also how do we preserve 


        18  the regional capabilities that allow the Northwest 


        19  to acquire more of it faster and at lower cost?  The 


        20  strongest -- the strongest 9th Power Plan will be 


        21  one that protects and strengthens the regional 


        22  collaboration that has served this region so well 


        23  for decades while maintaining the flexibility to 


        24  direct conservation wherever the needs ultimately 


        25  emerge. �
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         1            Thank you all for your time, and thank you 


         2  for your service to this region.  


         3            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you.  Next, we have 


         4  Pat Ford. 


         5            MR. MADRON:  Hi Pat, I've given you 


         6  mute/unmute control.  You can now unmute and give 


         7  comment.  


         8            PAT FORD:  Okay, I think I have it now.  


         9  Gees. 


        10            MR. MADRON:  You do, sir.  We can hear 


        11  you.   


        12            PAT FORD:  Thank you, Council members, for 


        13  briefly listening to me on your night off here.  I 


        14  come at the Council's energy plan with -- I'm a 


        15  broken record from a number of people who've just 


        16  spoken -- with another two river resources more in 


        17  mind, salmon and steelhead, and river health.  The 


        18  two are very related.   


        19            For your Fish and Wildlife Program, I 


        20  testified about the terrible edge of extinction or 


        21  overt condition of salmon in the Middle Fork of the 


        22  Salmon River here in Idaho.  Arguably, the best 


        23  salmon habitat in the 48 states, if only because it 


        24  is also by far the largest, largely intact swath of 


        25  salmon habitat in the 48 states.  That condition is �
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         1  not dire.  It is no longer extinction is coming; 


         2  extinction is here. 


         3            The scientist who knows Middle Fork Salmon 


         4  best gives them 15 years, three Chinook life cycles, 


         5  before they become incapable of restoring themselves 


         6  in the best salmon habitat in the Northwest.  Since 


         7  then, I have published two parts of a four-part 


         8  story about their dire condition and its 


         9  consequences for Idaho.  I will email my written 


        10  testimony of the URLs of those articles if you have 


        11  time to read them.   


        12            So I support a council energy plan that 


        13  lets the Colombian Snake Rivers, particularly the 


        14  Snake at this juncture, support wild salmon.  The 


        15  current rivers do not do that.  The energy plan must 


        16  give the river more room to support wild salmon.  


        17  And now, but also more pressingly year by year, 


        18  river health.   


        19            It's a regret of mine that back when the 


        20  Power -- Northwest Power Act was being debated, I 


        21  had a small part in that, and I didn't even think 


        22  about the health of the river.  That was a mistake 


        23  on all our parts back then.  In terms of your writ  


        24  -- you know, the Council's writ -- that the fish 


        25  will now seize any room we give them is, I think, �
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         1  clear from the results on other Northwest rivers.  


         2            So the energy plan must contain high 


         3  conservation efficiency, new renewable development 


         4  goals, and targets.  It must contain transmission 


         5  measures and structures that give the Northwest more 


         6  paths to integrated and interoperable energy 


         7  markets.  It must have something like the load 


         8  management forum that NWEC and Save Our Wild Salmon 


         9  have proposed.  So I endorse those organizations' 


        10  comments to you.  These measures will not just add 


        11  aid struggling salmon and deteriorating river 


        12  health, they will ensure a least cost by efficiency 


        13  electricity system. 


        14            We will not restore salmon.  Not the 


        15  Council, not BPA, not advocates like myself.  The 


        16  salmon will restore themselves if we take critical 


        17  parts of our aggregate human knee off their necks.  


        18  We can do that.  So I also support the Council 


        19  energy plan, plainly abetting and aiding the 


        20  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, for example, 


        21  in relation to the planning underway now, thanks 


        22  mainly to the state of Washington, for the 


        23  restoration of the lower Snake River.  Where the 


        24  council cannot move forward with one voice on that, 


        25  I urge the members from Oregon and Washington to �
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         1  assist their states to carry it urgently forward.   


         2            Thank you very much. 


         3            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you.  Chad, do I 


         4  have anybody else signed up at this point in time?  


         5            MR. MADRON:  Chair Hoffmann, there is no 


         6  one else signed up to give comment at this time.  


         7            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Okay.  I'll ask the 


         8  Committee to stand at recess.  We'll recess for 15 


         9  minutes, and we'll see you back on the screen at 


        10  5:00 p.m., Pacific, 6:00, Mountain.  Thank you.  


        11            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        12            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Chad, just let me know 


        13  when you're back.  


        14            MR. MADRON:  Hello, Chair Hoffmann.  Here 


        15  I am.  


        16            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you. 


        17            MR. MADRON:  I can confirm that we do not 


        18  have any new signups.  If it's okay, I would like to 


        19  just remind the folks attending the hearing that if 


        20  you'd like to give public comment, please send an 


        21  email to the email address shown on the screen, 


        22  meetingorganizer@nwcouncil.org, and we will add you 


        23  to the sign up lists and take your comment. 


        24            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, Chad.  


        25  The Committee is -- or the Council is at recess �
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         1  right now, and we will continue to stand in recess 


         2  until 5:15, Pacific Time, 6:15, Mountain.  


         3            MR. MADRON:  Thank you.  Brittany, just so 


         4  you know -- this way you get to be in the 


         5  transcript.  We had several of the commenters who 


         6  did forward their comments to me, and I forwarded 


         7  them to you for the record.  Thank you. 


         8            THE REPORTER:  I appreciate it.  Thank 


         9  you.  


        10            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        11            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Chair Hoffman.  Just 


        12  confirming that there are no new signups at this 


        13  time. 


        14            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you, Chad.  For 


        15  those of you online with us, I just want to note 


        16  that the Council is standing at recess right now, 


        17  and we'll continue to do so until 5:30 p.m., 


        18  Pacific, and 6:30 p.m., Mountain.   


        19            Thank you.  


        20            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)  


        21            CHAIR HOFFMAN:  We are now -- we're 


        22  standing in recess right now.  So, for those of you 


        23  on the phone, we are standing in recess.  And I want 


        24  to ask Chad if anybody else has signed up to provide 


        25  comment today? �



                                                              44 



         1            MR. MADRON:  Hi, Chair Hoffman.  At this 


         2  time, no one else has signed up to give comment 


         3  today.  


         4            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Okay.  Thank you, so 


         5  much.  So the -- the Council will stand at recess 


         6  until 5:45 p.m., Pacific, and at which point we'll 


         7  be back online.  


         8            MR. MADRON:  All right.  Thank you.  


         9  Please mute and turn your cameras off until that 


        10  time.  Thank you. 


        11            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        12            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Hello, Chair Hoffmann.  I 


        13  can confirm that, again, there's no one who has 


        14  signed up to give comment at this time. 


        15            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  Thank you so much, Chad.  


        16  For those of you online with us, the Council will 


        17  stand at recess until 5:55 p.m., Pacific Time, 6:55 


        18  p.m., Mountain.  Thank you.  


        19            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        20            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  For those of you still 


        21  with us at this hearing, the Committee -- or the 


        22  Council is at recess.  We have no additional signups 


        23  at this time, so we will stand in recess until 6:00 


        24  p.m., Pacific, 7:00 p.m., Mountain.  Thank you.  
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         1            CHAIR HOFFMANN:  All right.  I want to 


         2  thank everybody for joining us this evening.  I'm 


         3  going to go ahead and gavel us out of recess, and I 


         4  will close the public hearing for October 1st at 


         5  6:00 p.m.   


         6            Thank you all so much for joining us, and 


         7  we look forward to seeing you at any of the regional 


         8  meetings that you can make that we are currently 


         9  hosting throughout the region.  So thank you all, 


        10  and I hope you have a great evening.   


        11            (WHEREUPON, the TRANSCRIPT OF NINTH 


        12  NORTHWEST REGIONAL POWER PLAN PUBLIC HEARING 


        13  concluded at 6:00 p.m.) 
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         1                       CERTIFICATE 


         2   


         3       I, Brittany Douglas, do hereby certify that I 


         4  reported all proceedings adduced in the foregoing 


         5  matter and that the foregoing transcript pages 


         6  constitutes a full, true and accurate record of said 


         7  proceedings to the best of my ability. 


         8   


         9       I further certify that I am neither related to 


        10  counsel or any party to the proceedings nor have any 


        11  interest in the outcome of the proceedings. 


        12   


        13       IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 


        14  this 20th day of October, 2026. 
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