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TRANSCRI PT OF PUBLI C HEARI NG
NI NTH NORTHWEST POWER PLAN
HELD ON
MONDAY, OCTCBER 5, 2026
4.31 P. M
MR MLBURN:. 1'Il call the neeting to
order.
And | want to wel cone everyone here, and
tell you how nuch we all appreciate you being here.

And this is a very inportant part of what we do, so
| ooking forward to your comments.

I|'"'mgoing to read ny prepared statenent
here that |"'mrequired to read. | think they -- |
think they wote it out because they thought 1'd
probably ness it up.

So ny nane is Mke MIburn, and I amthe
Chair of the Northwest Power and Conservation
Council fromthe State of Montana. And |'d like to
wel cone you to today's public hearing on the
council's draft N nth Northwest Power Pl an.

Anyone w shing to provide public comment
should sign up in the list provided. Wen the tine
cones to hear your coments, | will call people up

to testify in the order in which you've signed up.
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As the first order of business, | have a
statenment to nmake for the admi nistrative record
about this public hearing.

The Nort hwest Power Act of 1980 directs
the council to devel op a Regi onal Conservation and
El ectric Generation Power Plan and to review that
pl an every five years. The council's current power
plan is its eighth plan, also referred to as the
2021 Power Pl an.

The council is now engaged in its | atest
five-year power plan review. The council released
the draft N nth Northwest Power Plan in m d-August
for public review and comment. For nore
I nformation, including the text of the draft plan
and the techni cal appendences, please visit the
council's website at northwestcouncil. org.

The council will be accepting conments on
the draft of the ninth plan through Cctober 16th,
2026. That act also requires the council to hold
public hearings in every state represented by the
council, which includes |Idaho, Mntana, O egon, and
Washi ngton. The full schedul e of hearings can be
found onli ne.

| would |ike to encourage anyone who is

Interested in comenting to please sign up on one of
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our sheets |located around the room W have a court
reporter in attendance to record your comrents. The
transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all
council nenbers and staff and wll be included in
the adm nistrative record for the power plan review

You wll also Ieave -- you can also | eave
witten cooments with a staff nenber today or submt
coments online. Instructions for submtting
coments online can be found on the council's
website. Al comments received will be carefully
consi dered by the council in making its final
decision to approve the N nth Northwest Power Pl an.
The council expects to nake a final decision on the
plan at the end of the year or early 2027.

So thank you. And first, | want to
i ntroduce the other council nenbers.

To ny left, first, we have KC Gol den from
Washi ngton. And Margi Hoffrman from Oregon. Doug
G ob from Mntana, and Brian Dekiep is a staff
menber of Mntana. He keeps us -- he keeps us in
line, so -- and then Jenn. Jenn is our -- the
Director for our Power Division stationed up in
Portland, and I'mgoing to turn it over to Jenn.

M5. LIGHT: Geat. Thank you, M. Chair.

Thanks everyone so nuch for joining us
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today. | just have a short presentation before we
open up for conment.

For those of you who have not yet signed
up for conmment and are interested, do so. There is
sign-up sheets on the back of the room and we'l]l
make sure that we get you in the queue.

So just, first, alittle bit about the
Nor t hwest Power and Conservation Council. You heard
sone of that fromChair M I burn, but we were created
out of the Northwest Power Act of 1980. It sets up
a governing body of the four states of O egon,
| daho, WaAshi ngt on, Montana, where the governors of
each state appoint the council nenbers. And we put
forth a power plan, which we're here to discuss
today, a Fish and Wldlife Program and we do all of
that work in the public setting, which is why we
have these public hearings.

| do want to quickly touch base on the
council's Fish and Wldlife Program The council's
Fish and Wldlife Programis an el enent of the power
pl an that we devel oped, and the council adopted its
nost recent version of its Fish and WIldlife Program
in June of this year. And within it, there are
priorities. One of the priorities is to keep water

flowng at inportant tinmes for fish, while al so
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maki ng sure that we have what we need for a
reliabl e, adequate power system and so we then take
that and we feed it into our power plan.

The goal of the power plan is to ensure an
economc, efficient, reliable, adequate power
supply. | said those words in slightly the wong
order, but they were all said. And we do this every
five years.

And essentially what we're looking at is
where is the power systemtoday? Wat's it capable
of produci ng? How nuch energy and capacity m ght we
need in the future, and what's the | east cost, |east
risk way of filling that gap while accounting for
things Iike environnmental quality and ot her
requi renments under the Power Act?

So sone key takeaways fromthe draft ninth
plan. The first one you'll see is this large
potential |load growh that we're seeing in the
region. The draft ninth plan does forecast over the
next 20 years | oads grow ng between 50 and 100
percent. So |ots of potential |oads comng from
data centers, electrification, just folks noving
around and noving into the region.

That's a lot of uncertainty, but that's

anot her key thing about our power planning is we
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pl an under uncertainty, not just uncertainty of
future | oads, but also future weather conditions and
how t hat could inpact the hydro system \Wen the
precipitation is comng dow, is it water or snow,
and what that m ght nean for power, also for
different gas prices, market prices. And all of
that kind of gets fed into our nodeling, and
ultimately what we put forward is a strategy of new
resources, and what we see in this draft plan is a
portfolio of resources needed to neet those needs.

Where we are in this process, as Chairnman
Ml burn said, is in this public comrent period where
we are | ooking for feedback fromyou as we're
| ooking to devel op that final plan.

| nmentioned the strategy. One of the key
things that we have to deliver in a power plan is a
schene for new resources, new generating and
conservation resources to neet the systeni s needs,
and this is the draft strategy in the power plan.
It covers the next six years going up to 2032, and
it's a mx of demand side resources, conservation
demand responsible to tribulations that help to neet
energy and capacity needs while also helping to
relieve sone of the burden on the supply side

devel opnent of resources and transm ssion.
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But we al so have a |lot of supply side
resources. Renewables and storage help to bring
energy and capacity while neeting clean goals that
we have throughout the region. W also have new
natural gas as part of a hedge, particularly in
those lowwater years it provides a val uabl e energy
resource to the region.

And all of these resources are
conpl enented by a suite of recomendati ons around
permtting, transm ssion, data center integration,
whol e host of other topics. That's really kind of
what nakes up the recommendations in the plan.

The council's power plan has a direct

a

connection into the Bonneville Power Adm nistration.

They, if they need to acquire resources to neet
their obligations, nmust do so consistent with the
council's power plan or as the adm nistrator
determnes is consistent wwth the council's power
pl an.

So we do have in this plan sone direct
recomendati ons to Bonneville, acquire the
conservation that's their share of that regional
target, support custoner utilities in those other
demand si de resources, denmands responsible to

regul ati on, and should there be a need for
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addi tional energy, |ook for renewables for capacity,
| ook at the cost-effectiveness between batteries and
nat ural gas.

There are sone things that are beyond the
council's direct role, or at least in what we can
directly influence, but we do often speak to those
things, as they're critical for inplenentation of a
strategy. So as | nentioned, we have sone
recommendati ons around permtting and transm ssion,
all of these things that can be hel pful in getting
that strategy inplenented, and so you'll see those
in the draft plan.

There are al so sone areas that are outside
of the council's purview that we do not tend to talk
about. W do not set electricity rates in this
region. W do not make any deci sions around
exi sting resources and potential retirenents of
t hose resources. So those are things that are
out si de of the scope of the council.

So thanks again for joining us today for
public comment. Again, if you are interested in
giving comment and if you' ve not yet signed up,
there's nore sign-up sheets in the back of the room
and we'll call you in the order as nanes are there.

There's several staff in this room | f
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staff can stand up and rai se your hand so you know.
W' ve got Peterson over there. So we've got folks
around the room folks fromthe Power Division
working on all of our different issues that generate
resources, conservation, and a |lot of our nodeling
econom cs | oad forecasts. So if you have questions,
reach out to us.

Pl ease be courteous. W are all here
happy to hear fromyou. | knowit's hard to give
comments sonetines, so please be courteous and
respectful of everyone. W want to nake this a
confortable place to get those comments in.

Pl ease keep it brief and on topic. W're
going to start with three m nutes per person. Note
that your comments will be part of our
adm nistrative record. W nentioned we have the
court reporter. W wll get that in hand.

If you cane with witten comments, if you don't
m nd sharing those with Christian Dougl ass here,
he'll help nmake sure we get themin the record as
you' ve shared them So that would be really hel pful
for us.

And as said earlier, you can nake coments
online, too. W have a fancy QR code, also a

website, iIf that's nore your style, and we can al so
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hel p get that information to you.

So with that, we'll nove through. As you
are comng up and giving comments, please state your
name, your organization, and please do spell your
nanme as well. It's helpful for us to get the
spelling correct for the record.

Wth that, M. Chair, I'lIl turn it back
over to you.

MR. M LBURN. Thank you, Jenn.

Jenn does a super job for us in the Power
Di vision, hard things, a lot of work, as her staff
does also. So thank you to all of you for all the
good work that you put into this draft power plan.

| did introduce the other council nenbers.
W had the staff stand up. But | do want to
I ntroduce Peter Cogswell right here. He's our new
-- well, fairly new, not that new anynore, Executive
Director. So again, does a super job.

"Il zip down the list. Like we said,
just to stay in line wth what has been done on the
other hearings, if we could keep it to -- if you
could keep it to three mnutes. |If you do need nore
time and we see what our workload is here, we can
maybe acconmmodate that | ater on.

First of all, how about Ron Catlett from
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Fl at head El ectric? Thank you.

VR, CATLETT: Al right. Thank you. M
nane is Ron Catlett. That's CGA-T-L-E-T-T. And |
amwith -- Flathead Electric Cooperative is ny
or gani zati on.

Chairman M | burn and Menbers of the
Council, thank you for being here today in M ssoul a
and for hearing our feedback on the ninth power
plan. W all greatly appreciate the hard work of
the council and staff as you carry out your duty
under the Northwest Power Act to strengthen and
protect the Federal Colunbia R ver Power System

As | said, ny nane is Ron Catlett. |
serve as the Governnent Rel ations and Key Menber
Specialist at Flathead Electric, based just up the
road here on H ghway 93 in Kalispell, and | do want
to share sone concerns wth the council on the
proposed dual conservation targets in the power
pl an.

Fl at head El ectric is Montana's second
| argest utility and | argest EPA custoner. Qur
service territory has a popul ati on of just about
125, 000 people in Northwest Montana. Despite our
relatively large size for Montana, our opportunities

to spend energy efficiency dollars on | arge-1|oad
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menbers are |imted.

We have just eight nmeters in our entire
system with a -- with a demand of over 1,000
kil owatts, or a negawatt. Qur |largest |oads are
three Legacy Tinber mlls, a cryptocurrency m ne,
and a | arge regional nedical center. W work
closely with all of these entities through our Key
Menber Program on energy efficiency projects, but we
can only wing so nuch savings out of eight neters.

We then have to rely nore on the snmaller
scale commercial, residential, and | owincone
nmeasures to return energy efficiency dollars to our
menbers. |If this is the case for Flathead, as
Mont ana's | argest EPA custoner, it wll be even nuch
nore true for the smaller BPA custoners in Mntana
and | daho.

Wth the proposed increase in efficiency
targets, the dual conservation targets would |ikely
| eave us with us with fewer of the aforenentioned
measures to return our nenbers the dollars they've
hand raised in EPA. This greatly increases the
| i keli hood that Flathead Electric nenber dollars
wi ||l be spent on energy efficiency projects in
Oregon and WAshi ngt on.

We understand that neasures targeted at
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| arge loads in the nore -- in nore urban areas get
better bang for their buck. That's why -- that's
why a better idea than having dual conservation
targets would be to use the council's geographic
anal ysi s as qui dance but keep a single target that
let's utilities capture the nost practical and cost-
ef fective savings avail abl e.

This -- this idea also is better for the
region and the issue with cost-efficiency -- as the
I ssue with cost-efficiency prograns is nuch nore
rural urban than just lIdaho -- or Oregon, Washington
versus | daho and Mont ana.

Wth that, | thank you very nmuch for your
time, and | appreciate it.

MR. M LBURN. Thank you, also. |
appreci ate you com ng.

Mar k Hayden?

MR. HAYDEN:. Thank you, Chairman M | burn,
Counci | Menbers, and Staff.

My nane i s Mark Hayden, spelled H A Y-DE-
N, and I'mthe General Manager of M ssoula Electric
Cooperative. MEC serves the electric needs of
approxi mately 14,000 nenbers in Western Montana,

W th our headquarters |located right here in

M ssoul a.
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Thank you for the opportunity to conment
on the draft ninth power plan. | appreciate the
work that's gone into it and the chal |l enge of
planning for a reliable, affordable power supply
am d growi ng demand and uncertai n energy | andscape.

| particularly appreciate the council's
recognition that the northwest needs a diverse
portfolio. Conservation, demand response, renewabl e
storage, and natural gas bring different
capabilities to the system Qur nenbers depend on
t hose resources working together to deliver
electricity when they need it.

The inclusion of natural gas deserves
recognition. It acknow edges the inportance of
dependabl e capacity al ongside investnents in
renewabl e, storage, and efficiency. W're a Mntana
cooperative serving nenbers through cold w nter
conditions. That bal anced approach matters.

That sanme practical approach shoul d guide
conservation. Just as generating resources nust be
avai | abl e when needed, conservation savi ngs nust be
achi evable in the comunities expected to deliver
t hem

MVEC supports conservation. Hel ping

menbers use electricity efficiently can |lower their
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bills, inmprove confort, and reduce demands on the
system W want -- we want to continue contributing
to those benefits. Qur concerns are about how we
get there and whether our nenbers will continue to
have neani ngful opportunities to participate.

First, |I'mconcerned about the scale and
pace of the proposed increase. The draft recomends
t hat BPA acquire 435 averaged negawatts of
conservation by 2032. W understand that this
reflects the council's assessnent of resource needs
and avail able potential. But identifying savings in
a nodel and delivering themin our communities are
two conpletely different things.

Actual projects require willing
participants, qualified contractors, affordable
I nvestnents, staff capacity, and tine. Sinply
I ncreasing a target does not automatically increase
the region's ability to deliver those savings wthin
t he proposed tine frane.

Smal | cooperatives al so have a different
m x of opportunities than utilities serving |arge
I ndustrial facilities or major commercial centers.
Projects avail abl e el sewhere nay sinply not exist in
our service territory, and as the draft recogni zes,

much of the remaining residential potential is far
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nore expensive to capture.

Second, we're concerned about the separate
geographi cal targets and cost-effectiveness
thresholds. M nenbers hel p fund BPA's conservation
prograns through their power bills. |'m concerned
t hat separate geographical thresholds could | eave
themw th fewer opportunities to benefit directly
fromthose prograns.

| f useful hone inprovenents no | onger
qualify for support, nenbers could face higher up-
front costs and m ssed opportunities to lower their
wi nter electric bills. A single regional target
woul d provide greater flexibility to pursue val uable
savings, while preserving practical opportunities
for nmenbers throughout the region.

Finally, affordability and sinplicity need
to remain central. The draft recogni zes rural
chal l enges and calls for flexibility to mnimze
conplexity. W appreciate that direction and ask
that it translate into clear, workable program
requi renents, and a small co-op adm nistration draws
on the sane limted staff who serve nenbers and
support daily operations. Those costs ultinately
reach our nenbers. W want as nuch of our

conservation i nvestnent as possible to produce
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| asting savings.

In sunmary, ny request is straightforward.

Retain a single regional conservation target to

preserve practical prograns for rural nenbers and

set achi evabl e expectations so they can be supported

by funding and inpl enentati on capacity.

Thank you for considering MEC s
perspective. | appreciate the council's bal anced
approach and want to help ensure that every part of
that portfolio delivers reliable power, affordable
servi ce, and neani ngful value for our nenbers.
Thank you.

MR. M LBURN. Thank you, Mark.

Al right. Jason WIlians?

MR WLLIAMS: Hello. Jason WIllians, W
l-L-L-1-A-MS. | amthe CEO and General Manager of
FI at head El ectri c.

Council Chair M I burn, Council Menbers,
Council Staff, thank you for this opportunity to
provi de public comment on the council's ninth power
pl an.

Fl at head El ectric is headquartered in
Kal i spell, Montana. W are the |argest co-op in
Mont ana, and the second |argest electric utility in

the state. W represent the interest of 60,000
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menbers, with just under 80,000 neters.

Qur average yearly energy use is about 200
average negawatts, and our systemis peaked at over
440 negawatts. Over 90 percent of our supplied --
over 90 percent of that is supplied by the
Bonnevill e Power Adm nistration, and any cost BPA
incurs will be borne by our nenbers.

We recogni ze that a trenendous anount of
wor k has been conpleted to develop the draft ninth
power plan, and it is a neaty docunent. Toni ght,
however, | will be focusing ny coments around
conservati on.

A ot of comments are going to focus on
the target anount of conservation, and | am al so
concerned about the ability to achieve such a |ofty
goal. And a 45 percent increase in the target is a
| of ty goal.

It's not that we don't want to achieve
such a goal. It is about the ability to create
prograns to achieve the goal. Prograns that we
could potentially | ose because of the council's
proposal to create a dual target split between the
east and the west.

When | first heard the target range

bet ween the east and west, it nade nmy wonder why we
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were going to focus on east and west, as there

al ready seens to be enough division between Mntana
and | daho and Washi ngton and Oregon in other
matters. |t seemed an unnecessary attenpt at
creating targets based off of geographical |ocation.

Fl at head El ectric strongly supports
keeping the single regional conservation target, or
what | like to call don't tell ne howto do it, just
tell me what you want.

The real issue with conservation targets
isn't locational or east or west. It is big versus
small. |t just happens that the biggest utilities
are west of the Cascades. The council's plan
doesn't solve the underlying problem but instead
adds a | evel of conplexity for BPA to nanage a dual
target program

It wll be nore burdensonme and cost nore
to admi nister the program |eaving | ess noney to be
returned to custoners for their conservation
prograns. It wll force BPAto elimnate certain
prograns for utilities in the east because of the
rate of return used, which wll hanper our ability
to achi eve the target.

BPA's current program al ready better

sol ves the problem by assigning conservation targets
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based on Tier 1 loads. This assigns the |argest
conservation targets to the | argest custoners and
essentially achieves what the council is trying to
acconplish without changing the program or addi ng
cost.

| believe the council is stepping out of
the role as the agency to tell the region what we
need, and instead is starting to talk about how we
get there. W are utility leaders in the region.
We know how to do our job. Tell us what reasonably
can be acconplished, and we will figure out howto
do it.

Thank you.

MR. M LBURN: Thank you, Jason.

Ckay. W have Duane. Call Duane Braaten.
Thank you, Duane.

MR. BRAATEN. Nort hwest Power Counci l
Menbers, Staff, and Guests, ny nane is Duane
Braaten. That's DU A-NE. Braaten is B-R A-A-T-E-
N. | ama Trustee for the Flathead Electric Co-Qp
In Kalispell, Mintana. | want to thank you for
giving us an opportunity to comment on the proposals
you have drafted in the new power plan.

As one of nine trustees, | amelected and

given certain responsibilities to our 60,000
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menbers. One of these responsibilities is to ensure
reliable and affordable electricity.

Anot her responsibility we have enbraced is
the current Energy Efficiency Program W have been
successful in neeting our targets in the past and
w il work hard to achieve the current target into
the future.

| feel the proposed increase wll be
difficult for us to achieve. Wiile we do appreciate
and understand the inportance of energy efficiency,
we are very mndful of the reality of targets that
are not achi evable and the negative inpact that it
woul d have on our rates.

The denographi cs of our nenbership is
| argely residential and nuch of the | ow hangi ng
fruit has al ready been picked by industrial nenbers.
| ook at the associated costs of these new targets
as stranded costs that we will not be able to
recover. Sone Montana co-ops are already unable to
meet their current targets, thus making this new
proposal even nore problematic for them

We're constantly challenged with price
I ncreases in so many areas of our operation and nany
of which we have no control over. |'masking you in

the nanme of public power to pl ease consider the
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practicality of increasing cost burdens that wll
have little to no effect on conservation.

59,999 Fl athead Electric nmenbers and I, as
wel | as many other public power users, thank you for
your consi derati on.

MR. M LBURN. Thank you, Duane.

Al right. Kyle Carlson?

MR. CARLSON. Good evening. M nane is
Kyle Carlson. |I'mwth Flathead Electric. Carlson
Is GCGA-RL-S-ON

Counci | Chair, Council Menbers, and
Council Staffers, | appreciate the opportunity to
make a comment, and | appreciate all the hard work
that's gone into drafting this plan.

As | stated, ny nane is Kyle Carlson. |
serve as the Energy Services Supervisor for Flathead
El ectric Cooperative in Northwest Mntana and
oversee all sectors of our energy conservation
progr ans.

| appreciate the opportunity to speak
today regardi ng the proposed split conservation
targets in the ninth power plan. From ny
perspective working directly with our nenbers, I'm
concerned about the potential |oss of residential

conservation neasures and the inpact that could have
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on famlies we serve.

Prograns supporting heat punps,
weat heri zation i nprovenents, and energy efficient
new construction are not just nunbers on a
spreadsheet. They are practical tools that hel p our
menbers reduce energy consunption, nmanage househol d
budgets, and inprove confort in their hones.

Many of our nenbers live in rural areas
where winters are long. Heating costs can be
significant, and famly budgets are already
stretched. Wen BPA conservation fundi ng supports
residential efficiency projects, our nenbers receive
a direct and neasurable benefit fromthe dollars
they've already paid into the systemthrough their
power rates.

My concern is that the proposed split
target approach could make many of these residenti al
nmeasures no | onger cost-effective on the Montana and
| daho side of the region. |[If that happens, sone of
t he nost successful and accessi bl e conservation
opportunities available to our nenbers coul d
di sappear.

For exanple, the |ast BPA rate period
within our residential and incone qualified sectors,

FIl at head El ectric rebated over $2.2 mllion, with
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over 1,500 individual projects with an annual
savings of over 1 mllion kilowatt hours.

As an exanple, consider a | ower incone
menber heating a honme with aging electric resistance
heat. Through our efficiency prograns, that nenber
may be able to install a qualified heat punp that
| oners energy use while inproving confort throughout
t he year.

The result is often lower nonthly utility
bills, reduced strain during peak w nter peri ods,
and nmeani ngful inprovenent in the nenber's quality
of life. These are exactly the kinds of benefits
our nenbers expect when conservation funds are
coll ected and invested.

| believe conservation should be pursued
wherever it provides real cost-effective savings,
regardl ess of state boundaries. The current
regi onal approach allows utilities, |ike Flathead
El ectric, to deliver neaningful results for our
menbers, while supporting BPA' s conservation goals.

Thank you for your tinme and consi derati on.

MR. M LBURN. Thank you, Kyle.

Joe Kol man?

MR. KOLMAN: Thank you, M. Chairnman,
Menbers of the Council. Thank you to our Montana
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del egation and al so Menbers Hof f man and Gol den for
maki ng the trek out here. W appreciate it.

My nane is Joe Kolman. That's K-O L-MA-
N. And I'mthe Governnent Relations Director for
the Montana El ectric Cooperative Association. W
represent 25 co-ops across the state, including
seven on the western side that are preference
custoners of BPA.

As Jason said, the ninth power plan is a
neaty read. | would also -- | would al so add that
It's a good read. Reading through what -- what you,
as council nenbers, and the rest of us are facing in
terms of new energy | oads and how we're going to
serve themis a -- is a fascinating read.

We appreciate the work that went into that
pl an, and al so, when you're reading it, you can see
that the council and the staff has upped their --
their analysis and | ooking at new ways to satisfy
both those -- those issues of supply and denand.

As people said, we appreciate that you
have found that there is no silver bullet. That
being said, it laid
-- the plan lays out a lot of really great options,
and we do appreciate that natural gas is one of

those solutions. W get that natural gas has its
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proponents and opponents, but the reality is with
reduced hydro power and intermttent renewabl es,
there is -- there is a need for some of that solid
base energy.

Again, with the -- with the single target
and the dual target, you heard from our nenbers who
can -- who can speak to that directly as the
| npl enenters of that -- of that strategy. | would
just add, though, that, again, the docunent |ays out
a good -- a good basis for the dual target, and it's
under st andabl e how staff got there, and it's
under st andabl e you woul d consi der that.

Based on the testinony, | don't think it's
| npl enentable for -- for the BPA and our fol ks at

the tinme, but | don't want you to think for a mnute

that that work is wasted. | think that work and
that analysis is really good, and it wll inprove
things going forward. | nean, we all want to get to

the sane place, and I think eventually that work
wi Il help informthose decisions.

| think I'lIl end wth, you know, we
appreci ate being at the table. W wel cone
guestions. W are happy to provide input and
answers if we can. We'|l continue to be at the

table, and we have full faith that the council and
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the staff, in the words of Chairman M I burn, which |
really |liked when he said it in Cctober, we're going
to land this plane.

| appreciate that. Thank you, M. Chair.

MR. M LBURN:. Thank you, Joe. |
appreciate it.

M5. HOFFMAN: | f anybody can | and a pl ane,
It's you.

MR. MLBURN:. Wsat's that?

M5. HOFFMAN. | said if anybody can | and a
pl ane, it's you.

MR MLBURN. Onh, well, thank you. W'l
do what we can together.

Thank you, Joe.

Next is Shannon. Shannon Janes?

M5. JAMES: Good evening. M nane is
Shannon Janes, J-A-ME-S, with Mntana Environnental
I nformation Center. | know you heard from ny
col | eague during the online hearing |ast week, so
"Il keep ny comments brief.

IVEI C supports many of the plan's core
priorities. W appreciate the enphasis on energy
conservation, denmand response, renewabl e energy, and
energy storage. This diverse resource nmakes and

strengthens both reliability and affordability. W
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support maxim zing energy efficiency, renewables
paired with storage and denmand response.

Qur primary concern is the plan's proposal
for 2,100 nmegawatts of new natural gas generation.
The plan's own nodeling shows that investnents in
transm ssion, storage, and renewabl e energy can
reduce reliance on gas. That is inportant because
new gas infrastructure conmes with significant |ong-
termcosts and exposes the region to volatile and
potentially can strain fuel supplies.

Rat her than commtting to new gas
generation, we urge the council to take a cl oser
| ook at how those resources can work together. More
conservation can reduce demand. Demand response can
provide flexibility when the systemneeds it.

Transm ssion can allow the region to share nore
renewabl e power across state |lines, and renewabl e
energy paired with storage can provide reliable
power when the sun isn't shining and the wind isn't
bl ow ng.

We al so encourage the council to convene a
regi onal | oad managenent forumto devel op a strategy
for managi ng maj or new | oads, including data
centers. Looking across the plan's 20-year hori zon,

enhanced geot hermal al so shows prom se as a source
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of clean affordabl e power.

W are concerned, however, by the plan's
consi deration of nuclear power as a source of clean
basel oad generation. Nuclear power requires uranium
m ni ng and creates radi oactive waste that we still
have no solution for. It is the nbobst expensive
generation option. There also are currently no
commercially operating SMRs in the United States,
and the federal governnent is rapidly deregulating
this industry. Gven the uncertainty and cost
I nvol ved, nuclear should not play a role in future
resour ce pl anni ng.

The northwest has the tools to neet
grow ng electricity demand w t hout | ocking oursel ves
I nto unnecessary fossil fuel infrastructure, and we
urge the council to maxim ze clean, flexible
resources and reduce the role of new natural gas in
the ninth power plan.

Thank you.

MR. M LBURN: Thank you, Shannon.

Bob Carter?

MR. CARTER M. Chair and Council, ny
nane is Bob Carter, and | am a nenber of the State
House of Representatives here in Montana. And I,

along wth Senator Lammers, have a bipartisan bil

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o b~ W N P

N DN D D MDD P P P PP,
aa A~ W N b O © 00 N O O A W N B O

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 05, 2026 32
101617

in order to transformour Public Service Conm ssion
froman elected body to an appoi nted body.

And M. Chair, we have a 15-m nute
presentation that we'd be happy to give, but with
your nod of the head, M. Chair, | can probably
conpress that down to four mnutes or less, and |I'd
be happy to give you a quick summary of it right
Now.

MR. M LBURN. Could you go ahead and give
us a quick summary right nowtrying to keep it
wWthin the three-m nute period. At sone point, we
can have you cone in and give us the presentation.

MR. CARTER We'd be glad to.

MR. M LBURN:. kay. Thank you.

MR. CARTER And as you likely know, the
current setup for the Public Service Commi ssion in
Montana is nmade up of five elected positions.

In the last 30 years in the State of
Mont ana, the |egislature, whose responsible for
trying to create the best scenario and setup to
manage energy and regul ate these for-profit
I ndustries in Montana, has tried to regul ate these
and setup a framework for the Public Service
Comm ssion, and in the |ast 30 years, they've tried

several small changes to it, and |I have not found
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one that works or one that was successful.

In fact, in the last two |egislative
sessions, there have been changes proposed, and to
be quite honest, | voted against them | thought it
as too dramatic. It would be too big of a change,
and that's not what the state needed.

|'ve come 180 degrees now, and | feel that
the current setup that the legislature has for the
Public Service Commssion is a failed setup. And in
the United States, there's only 10 remai ning el ected
Public Service Conm ssions.

The | ast one that went fromelected to
appoi nted happened in 2020 in New Mexico. They
fully inplenented it | believe in 2022 or 2023.
Speaking with those fol ks, they've been very happy
Wth the setup of it.

The last tine a state went from appointed
to el ected was over 100 years ago. It was 120 years
ago the last tinme, and so there's a reason why fol ks
are going to appointed. And while | agree and |
under stand the pushback from going to an appoi nt ed
position instead of an el ected position, we think we
have a | ot of safeguards in place in order to
protect the people and have the people's vote and

make it a high priority for those positions.
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And feel free to reach out to us. W'l
give you all the details for it. And it canme out of
our Energy and Technol ogy Conm ttee unani nous, and
so this is not now a Bob Carter, Senator Lammers
bill. This is a commttee bill, which in our state
really holds higher priority, and so we're really
| ooking forward to |letting people know why we think
this is going to be a nmuch better system

So thank you, guys.

MR. M LBURN:. Thank you. You're a
representative; is that right?

MR. CARTER  Yes, sir.

MR. M LBURN. Gkay. Thank you,

Representative Carter.

That's all | have at this tine, | believe,
so we are -- we wll stick around here until 6:30 to
see if anybody el se shows up. So we will go into --

what ki nd of recess do we want ?

MS. LIGHT: Recess.

MR. M LBURN. Recess. GCkay. W'IIl cal
It that.

(WHEREUPON, the Public Hearing concl uded
at 6:29 p.m)
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		260						LN		10		25		false		        25            There's several staff in this room.  If				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		         1  staff can stand up and raise your hand so you know.				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		         2  We've got Peterson over there.  So we've got folks				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		         3  around the room, folks from the Power Division				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		         4  working on all of our different issues that generate				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		         5  resources, conservation, and a lot of our modeling				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		         6  economics load forecasts.  So if you have questions,				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		         7  reach out to us.				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		         8            Please be courteous.  We are all here				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		         9  happy to hear from you.  I know it's hard to give				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		        10  comments sometimes, so please be courteous and				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		        11  respectful of everyone.  We want to make this a				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		        12  comfortable place to get those comments in.				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		        13            Please keep it brief and on topic.  We're				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		        14  going to start with three minutes per person.  Note				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		        15  that your comments will be part of our				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		        16  administrative record.  We mentioned we have the				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		        17  court reporter.  We will get that in hand.				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		        18       If you came with written comments, if you don't				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		        19  mind sharing those with Christian Douglass here,				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		        20  he'll help make sure we get them in the record as				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		        21  you've shared them.  So that would be really helpful				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		        22  for us.				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		        23            And as said earlier, you can make comments				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		        24  online, too.  We have a fancy QR code, also a				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  website, if that's more your style, and we can also				false
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		289						LN		12		2		false		         2            So with that, we'll move through.  As you				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3  are coming up and giving comments, please state your				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  name, your organization, and please do spell your				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  name as well.  It's helpful for us to get the				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6  spelling correct for the record.				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7            With that, Mr. Chair, I'll turn it back				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  over to you.				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Jenn.				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10            Jenn does a super job for us in the Power				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  Division, hard things, a lot of work, as her staff				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  does also.  So thank you to all of you for all the				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13  good work that you put into this draft power plan.				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14            I did introduce the other council members.				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15  We had the staff stand up.  But I do want to				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  introduce Peter Cogswell right here.  He's our new				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17  -- well, fairly new, not that new anymore, Executive				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  Director.  So again, does a super job.				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19            I'll zip down the list.  Like we said,				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  just to stay in line with what has been done on the				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21  other hearings, if we could keep it to -- if you				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22  could keep it to three minutes.  If you do need more				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23  time and we see what our workload is here, we can				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24  maybe accommodate that later on.				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25            First of all, how about Ron Catlett from				false
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		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  Flathead Electric?  Thank you.				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2            MR. CATLETT:  All right.  Thank you.  My				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3  name is Ron Catlett.  That's C-A-T-L-E-T-T.  And I				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  am with -- Flathead Electric Cooperative is my				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5  organization.				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6            Chairman Milburn and Members of the				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  Council, thank you for being here today in Missoula				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8  and for hearing our feedback on the ninth power				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9  plan.  We all greatly appreciate the hard work of				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  the council and staff as you carry out your duty				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11  under the Northwest Power Act to strengthen and				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  protect the Federal Columbia River Power System.				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13            As I said, my name is Ron Catlett.  I				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14  serve as the Government Relations and Key Member				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		        15  Specialist at Flathead Electric, based just up the				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		        16  road here on Highway 93 in Kalispell, and I do want				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		        17  to share some concerns with the council on the				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18  proposed dual conservation targets in the power				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  plan.				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20            Flathead Electric is Montana's second				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  largest utility and largest EPA customer.  Our				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22  service territory has a population of just about				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		        23  125,000 people in Northwest Montana.  Despite our				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		        24  relatively large size for Montana, our opportunities				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		        25  to spend energy efficiency dollars on large-load				false
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		340						LN		14		1		false		         1  members are limited.				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2            We have just eight meters in our entire				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		         3  system, with a -- with a demand of over 1,000				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  kilowatts, or a megawatt.  Our largest loads are				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5  three Legacy Timber mills, a cryptocurrency mine,				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6  and a large regional medical center.  We work				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		         7  closely with all of these entities through our Key				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		         8  Member Program on energy efficiency projects, but we				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  can only wring so much savings out of eight meters.				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		        10            We then have to rely more on the smaller				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		        11  scale commercial, residential, and low-income				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		        12  measures to return energy efficiency dollars to our				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		        13  members.  If this is the case for Flathead, as				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		        14  Montana's largest EPA customer, it will be even much				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		        15  more true for the smaller BPA customers in Montana				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		        16  and Idaho.				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		        17            With the proposed increase in efficiency				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		        18  targets, the dual conservation targets would likely				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  leave us with us with fewer of the aforementioned				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		        20  measures to return our members the dollars they've				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		        21  hand raised in EPA.  This greatly increases the				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		        22  likelihood that Flathead Electric member dollars				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		        23  will be spent on energy efficiency projects in				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		        24  Oregon and Washington.				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		        25            We understand that measures targeted at				false
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		366						LN		15		1		false		         1  large loads in the more -- in more urban areas get				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		         2  better bang for their buck.  That's why -- that's				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		         3  why a better idea than having dual conservation				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		         4  targets would be to use the council's geographic				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		         5  analysis as guidance but keep a single target that				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		         6  let's utilities capture the most practical and cost-				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		         7  effective savings available.				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8            This -- this idea also is better for the				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9  region and the issue with cost-efficiency -- as the				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		        10  issue with cost-efficiency programs is much more				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		        11  rural urban than just Idaho -- or Oregon, Washington				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		        12  versus Idaho and Montana.				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		        13            With that, I thank you very much for your				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		        14  time, and I appreciate it.				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		        15            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, also.  I				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		        16  appreciate you coming.				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		        17            Mark Hayden?				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		        18            MR. HAYDEN:  Thank you, Chairman Milburn,				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		        19  Council Members, and Staff.				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		        20            My name is Mark Hayden, spelled H-A-Y-D-E-				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		        21  N, and I'm the General Manager of Missoula Electric				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		        22  Cooperative.  MEC serves the electric needs of				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23  approximately 14,000 members in Western Montana,				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  with our headquarters located right here in				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		        25  Missoula.				false
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		392						LN		16		1		false		         1            Thank you for the opportunity to comment				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		         2  on the draft ninth power plan.  I appreciate the				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		         3  work that's gone into it and the challenge of				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		         4  planning for a reliable, affordable power supply				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		         5  amid growing demand and uncertain energy landscape.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		         6            I particularly appreciate the council's				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		         7  recognition that the northwest needs a diverse				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  portfolio.  Conservation, demand response, renewable				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		         9  storage, and natural gas bring different				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		        10  capabilities to the system.  Our members depend on				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		        11  those resources working together to deliver				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  electricity when they need it.				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		        13            The inclusion of natural gas deserves				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		        14  recognition.  It acknowledges the importance of				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		        15  dependable capacity alongside investments in				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		        16  renewable, storage, and efficiency.  We're a Montana				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		        17  cooperative serving members through cold winter				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		        18  conditions.  That balanced approach matters.				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		        19            That same practical approach should guide				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		        20  conservation.  Just as generating resources must be				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		        21  available when needed, conservation savings must be				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		        22  achievable in the communities expected to deliver				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		        23  them.				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		        24            MEC supports conservation.  Helping				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		        25  members use electricity efficiently can lower their				false
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		418						LN		17		1		false		         1  bills, improve comfort, and reduce demands on the				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		         2  system.  We want -- we want to continue contributing				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		         3  to those benefits.  Our concerns are about how we				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  get there and whether our members will continue to				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		         5  have meaningful opportunities to participate.				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		         6            First, I'm concerned about the scale and				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  pace of the proposed increase.  The draft recommends				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8  that BPA acquire 435 averaged megawatts of				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		         9  conservation by 2032.  We understand that this				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		        10  reflects the council's assessment of resource needs				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		        11  and available potential.  But identifying savings in				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		        12  a model and delivering them in our communities are				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		        13  two completely different things.				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		        14            Actual projects require willing				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		        15  participants, qualified contractors, affordable				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		        16  investments, staff capacity, and time.  Simply				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		        17  increasing a target does not automatically increase				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		        18  the region's ability to deliver those savings within				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		        19  the proposed time frame.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		        20            Small cooperatives also have a different				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		        21  mix of opportunities than utilities serving large				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		        22  industrial facilities or major commercial centers.				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		        23  Projects available elsewhere may simply not exist in				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		        24  our service territory, and as the draft recognizes,				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		        25  much of the remaining residential potential is far				false
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		445						LN		18		2		false		         2            Second, we're concerned about the separate				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		         3  geographical targets and cost-effectiveness				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		         4  thresholds.  My members help fund BPA's conservation				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		         5  programs through their power bills.  I'm concerned				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  that separate geographical thresholds could leave				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  them with fewer opportunities to benefit directly				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  from those programs.				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9            If useful home improvements no longer				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		        10  qualify for support, members could face higher up-				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		        11  front costs and missed opportunities to lower their				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		        12  winter electric bills.  A single regional target				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		        13  would provide greater flexibility to pursue valuable				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		        14  savings, while preserving practical opportunities				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		        15  for members throughout the region.				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		        16            Finally, affordability and simplicity need				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		        17  to remain central.  The draft recognizes rural				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		        18  challenges and calls for flexibility to minimize				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		        19  complexity.  We appreciate that direction and ask				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		        20  that it translate into clear, workable program				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		        21  requirements, and a small co-op administration draws				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		        22  on the same limited staff who serve members and				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  support daily operations.  Those costs ultimately				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		        24  reach our members.  We want as much of our				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		        25  conservation investment as possible to produce				false
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		471						LN		19		2		false		         2            In summary, my request is straightforward.				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		         3  Retain a single regional conservation target to				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		         4  preserve practical programs for rural members and				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		         5  set achievable expectations so they can be supported				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		         6  by funding and implementation capacity.				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7            Thank you for considering MEC's				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		         8  perspective.  I appreciate the council's balanced				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		         9  approach and want to help ensure that every part of				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		        10  that portfolio delivers reliable power, affordable				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		        11  service, and meaningful value for our members.				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		        12  Thank you.				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		        13            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Mark.				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		        14            All right.  Jason Williams?				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		        15            MR. WILLIAMS:  Hello.  Jason Williams, W-				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		        16  I-L-L-I-A-M-S.  I am the CEO and General Manager of				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		        17  Flathead Electric.				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		        18            Council Chair Milburn, Council Members,				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		        19  Council Staff, thank you for this opportunity to				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		        20  provide public comment on the council's ninth power				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		        21  plan.				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		        22            Flathead Electric is headquartered in				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		        23  Kalispell, Montana.  We are the largest co-op in				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		        24  Montana, and the second largest electric utility in				false
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		504						LN		20		9		false		         9  work has been completed to develop the draft ninth				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		        10  power plan, and it is a meaty document.  Tonight,				false
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         1              TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC HEARING 


         2               NINTH NORTHWEST POWER PLAN 


         3                         HELD ON 


         4                 MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2026 


         5                        4:31 P.M. 


         6   


         7            MR. MILBURN:  I'll call the meeting to 


         8  order. 


         9            And I want to welcome everyone here, and 


        10  tell you how much we all appreciate you being here.  


        11  And this is a very important part of what we do, so 


        12  looking forward to your comments.   


        13            I'm going to read my prepared statement 


        14  here that I'm required to read.  I think they -- I 


        15  think they wrote it out because they thought I'd 


        16  probably mess it up. 


        17            So my name is Mike Milburn, and I am the 


        18  Chair of the Northwest Power and Conservation 


        19  Council from the State of Montana.  And I'd like to 


        20  welcome you to today's public hearing on the 


        21  council's draft Ninth Northwest Power Plan. 


        22            Anyone wishing to provide public comment 


        23  should sign up in the list provided.  When the time 


        24  comes to hear your comments, I will call people up 


        25  to testify in the order in which you've signed up. �
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         1            As the first order of business, I have a 


         2  statement to make for the administrative record 


         3  about this public hearing. 


         4            The Northwest Power Act of 1980 directs 


         5  the council to develop a Regional Conservation and 


         6  Electric Generation Power Plan and to review that 


         7  plan every five years.  The council's current power 


         8  plan is its eighth plan, also referred to as the 


         9  2021 Power Plan. 


        10            The council is now engaged in its latest 


        11  five-year power plan review.  The council released 


        12  the draft Ninth Northwest Power Plan in mid-August 


        13  for public review and comment.  For more 


        14  information, including the text of the draft plan 


        15  and the technical appendences, please visit the 


        16  council's website at northwestcouncil.org. 


        17            The council will be accepting comments on 


        18  the draft of the ninth plan through October 16th, 


        19  2026.  That act also requires the council to hold 


        20  public hearings in every state represented by the 


        21  council, which includes Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and 


        22  Washington.  The full schedule of hearings can be 


        23  found online. 


        24            I would like to encourage anyone who is 


        25  interested in commenting to please sign up on one of �
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         1  our sheets located around the room.  We have a court 


         2  reporter in attendance to record your comments.  The 


         3  transcript of this hearing will be circulated to all 


         4  council members and staff and will be included in 


         5  the administrative record for the power plan review. 


         6            You will also leave -- you can also leave 


         7  written comments with a staff member today or submit 


         8  comments online.  Instructions for submitting 


         9  comments online can be found on the council's 


        10  website.  All comments received will be carefully 


        11  considered by the council in making its final 


        12  decision to approve the Ninth Northwest Power Plan.  


        13  The council expects to make a final decision on the 


        14  plan at the end of the year or early 2027. 


        15            So thank you.  And first, I want to 


        16  introduce the other council members.   


        17            To my left, first, we have KC Golden from 


        18  Washington.  And Margi Hoffman from Oregon.  Doug 


        19  Grob from Montana, and Brian Dekiep is a staff 


        20  member of Montana.  He keeps us -- he keeps us in 


        21  line, so -- and then Jenn.  Jenn is our -- the 


        22  Director for our Power Division stationed up in 


        23  Portland, and I'm going to turn it over to Jenn. 


        24            MS. LIGHT:  Great.  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


        25            Thanks everyone so much for joining us �
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         1  today.  I just have a short presentation before we 


         2  open up for comment. 


         3            For those of you who have not yet signed 


         4  up for comment and are interested, do so.  There is 


         5  sign-up sheets on the back of the room, and we'll 


         6  make sure that we get you in the queue.  


         7            So just, first, a little bit about the 


         8  Northwest Power and Conservation Council.  You heard 


         9  some of that from Chair Milburn, but we were created 


        10  out of the Northwest Power Act of 1980.  It sets up 


        11  a governing body of the four states of Oregon, 


        12  Idaho, Washington, Montana, where the governors of 


        13  each state appoint the council members.  And we put 


        14  forth a power plan, which we're here to discuss 


        15  today, a Fish and Wildlife Program, and we do all of 


        16  that work in the public setting, which is why we 


        17  have these public hearings. 


        18            I do want to quickly touch base on the 


        19  council's Fish and Wildlife Program.  The council's 


        20  Fish and Wildlife Program is an element of the power 


        21  plan that we developed, and the council adopted its 


        22  most recent version of its Fish and Wildlife Program 


        23  in June of this year.  And within it, there are 


        24  priorities.  One of the priorities is to keep water 


        25  flowing at important times for fish, while also �
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         1  making sure that we have what we need for a 


         2  reliable, adequate power system, and so we then take 


         3  that and we feed it into our power plan. 


         4            The goal of the power plan is to ensure an 


         5  economic, efficient, reliable, adequate power 


         6  supply.  I said those words in slightly the wrong 


         7  order, but they were all said.  And we do this every 


         8  five years. 


         9            And essentially what we're looking at is 


        10  where is the power system today?  What's it capable 


        11  of producing?  How much energy and capacity might we 


        12  need in the future, and what's the least cost, least 


        13  risk way of filling that gap while accounting for 


        14  things like environmental quality and other 


        15  requirements under the Power Act? 


        16            So some key takeaways from the draft ninth 


        17  plan.  The first one you'll see is this large 


        18  potential load growth that we're seeing in the 


        19  region.  The draft ninth plan does forecast over the 


        20  next 20 years loads growing between 50 and 100 


        21  percent.  So lots of potential loads coming from 


        22  data centers, electrification, just folks moving 


        23  around and moving into the region. 


        24            That's a lot of uncertainty, but that's 


        25  another key thing about our power planning is we �
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         1  plan under uncertainty, not just uncertainty of 


         2  future loads, but also future weather conditions and 


         3  how that could impact the hydro system.  When the 


         4  precipitation is coming down, is it water or snow, 


         5  and what that might mean for power, also for 


         6  different gas prices, market prices.  And all of 


         7  that kind of gets fed into our modeling, and 


         8  ultimately what we put forward is a strategy of new 


         9  resources, and what we see in this draft plan is a 


        10  portfolio of resources needed to meet those needs. 


        11            Where we are in this process, as Chairman 


        12  Milburn said, is in this public comment period where 


        13  we are looking for feedback from you as we're 


        14  looking to develop that final plan. 


        15            I mentioned the strategy.  One of the key 


        16  things that we have to deliver in a power plan is a 


        17  scheme for new resources, new generating and 


        18  conservation resources to meet the system's needs, 


        19  and this is the draft strategy in the power plan.  


        20  It covers the next six years going up to 2032, and 


        21  it's a mix of demand side resources, conservation 


        22  demand responsible to tribulations that help to meet 


        23  energy and capacity needs while also helping to 


        24  relieve some of the burden on the supply side 


        25  development of resources and transmission. �
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         1            But we also have a lot of supply side 


         2  resources.  Renewables and storage help to bring 


         3  energy and capacity while meeting clean goals that 


         4  we have throughout the region.  We also have new 


         5  natural gas as part of a hedge, particularly in 


         6  those low-water years it provides a valuable energy 


         7  resource to the region. 


         8            And all of these resources are 


         9  complemented by a suite of recommendations around 


        10  permitting, transmission, data center integration, a 


        11  whole host of other topics.  That's really kind of 


        12  what makes up the recommendations in the plan. 


        13            The council's power plan has a direct 


        14  connection into the Bonneville Power Administration.  


        15  They, if they need to acquire resources to meet 


        16  their obligations, must do so consistent with the 


        17  council's power plan or as the administrator 


        18  determines is consistent with the council's power 


        19  plan. 


        20            So we do have in this plan some direct 


        21  recommendations to Bonneville, acquire the 


        22  conservation that's their share of that regional 


        23  target, support customer utilities in those other 


        24  demand side resources, demands responsible to 


        25  regulation, and should there be a need for �
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         1  additional energy, look for renewables for capacity, 


         2  look at the cost-effectiveness between batteries and 


         3  natural gas. 


         4            There are some things that are beyond the 


         5  council's direct role, or at least in what we can 


         6  directly influence, but we do often speak to those 


         7  things, as they're critical for implementation of a 


         8  strategy.  So as I mentioned, we have some 


         9  recommendations around permitting and transmission, 


        10  all of these things that can be helpful in getting 


        11  that strategy implemented, and so you'll see those 


        12  in the draft plan. 


        13            There are also some areas that are outside 


        14  of the council's purview that we do not tend to talk 


        15  about.  We do not set electricity rates in this 


        16  region.  We do not make any decisions around 


        17  existing resources and potential retirements of 


        18  those resources.  So those are things that are 


        19  outside of the scope of the council. 


        20            So thanks again for joining us today for 


        21  public comment.  Again, if you are interested in 


        22  giving comment and if you've not yet signed up, 


        23  there's more sign-up sheets in the back of the room, 


        24  and we'll call you in the order as names are there. 


        25            There's several staff in this room.  If �
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         1  staff can stand up and raise your hand so you know.  


         2  We've got Peterson over there.  So we've got folks 


         3  around the room, folks from the Power Division 


         4  working on all of our different issues that generate 


         5  resources, conservation, and a lot of our modeling 


         6  economics load forecasts.  So if you have questions, 


         7  reach out to us. 


         8            Please be courteous.  We are all here 


         9  happy to hear from you.  I know it's hard to give 


        10  comments sometimes, so please be courteous and 


        11  respectful of everyone.  We want to make this a 


        12  comfortable place to get those comments in. 


        13            Please keep it brief and on topic.  We're 


        14  going to start with three minutes per person.  Note 


        15  that your comments will be part of our 


        16  administrative record.  We mentioned we have the 


        17  court reporter.  We will get that in hand. 


        18       If you came with written comments, if you don't 


        19  mind sharing those with Christian Douglass here, 


        20  he'll help make sure we get them in the record as 


        21  you've shared them.  So that would be really helpful 


        22  for us. 


        23            And as said earlier, you can make comments 


        24  online, too.  We have a fancy QR code, also a 


        25  website, if that's more your style, and we can also �
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         1  help get that information to you. 


         2            So with that, we'll move through.  As you 


         3  are coming up and giving comments, please state your 


         4  name, your organization, and please do spell your 


         5  name as well.  It's helpful for us to get the 


         6  spelling correct for the record. 


         7            With that, Mr. Chair, I'll turn it back 


         8  over to you. 


         9            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Jenn. 


        10            Jenn does a super job for us in the Power 


        11  Division, hard things, a lot of work, as her staff 


        12  does also.  So thank you to all of you for all the 


        13  good work that you put into this draft power plan. 


        14            I did introduce the other council members.  


        15  We had the staff stand up.  But I do want to 


        16  introduce Peter Cogswell right here.  He's our new  


        17  -- well, fairly new, not that new anymore, Executive 


        18  Director.  So again, does a super job. 


        19            I'll zip down the list.  Like we said, 


        20  just to stay in line with what has been done on the 


        21  other hearings, if we could keep it to -- if you 


        22  could keep it to three minutes.  If you do need more 


        23  time and we see what our workload is here, we can 


        24  maybe accommodate that later on. 


        25            First of all, how about Ron Catlett from �
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         1  Flathead Electric?  Thank you. 


         2            MR. CATLETT:  All right.  Thank you.  My 


         3  name is Ron Catlett.  That's C-A-T-L-E-T-T.  And I 


         4  am with -- Flathead Electric Cooperative is my 


         5  organization. 


         6            Chairman Milburn and Members of the 


         7  Council, thank you for being here today in Missoula 


         8  and for hearing our feedback on the ninth power 


         9  plan.  We all greatly appreciate the hard work of 


        10  the council and staff as you carry out your duty 


        11  under the Northwest Power Act to strengthen and 


        12  protect the Federal Columbia River Power System. 


        13            As I said, my name is Ron Catlett.  I 


        14  serve as the Government Relations and Key Member 


        15  Specialist at Flathead Electric, based just up the 


        16  road here on Highway 93 in Kalispell, and I do want 


        17  to share some concerns with the council on the 


        18  proposed dual conservation targets in the power 


        19  plan. 


        20            Flathead Electric is Montana's second 


        21  largest utility and largest EPA customer.  Our 


        22  service territory has a population of just about 


        23  125,000 people in Northwest Montana.  Despite our 


        24  relatively large size for Montana, our opportunities 


        25  to spend energy efficiency dollars on large-load �
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         1  members are limited. 


         2            We have just eight meters in our entire 


         3  system, with a -- with a demand of over 1,000 


         4  kilowatts, or a megawatt.  Our largest loads are 


         5  three Legacy Timber mills, a cryptocurrency mine, 


         6  and a large regional medical center.  We work 


         7  closely with all of these entities through our Key 


         8  Member Program on energy efficiency projects, but we 


         9  can only wring so much savings out of eight meters. 


        10            We then have to rely more on the smaller 


        11  scale commercial, residential, and low-income 


        12  measures to return energy efficiency dollars to our 


        13  members.  If this is the case for Flathead, as 


        14  Montana's largest EPA customer, it will be even much 


        15  more true for the smaller BPA customers in Montana 


        16  and Idaho. 


        17            With the proposed increase in efficiency 


        18  targets, the dual conservation targets would likely 


        19  leave us with us with fewer of the aforementioned 


        20  measures to return our members the dollars they've 


        21  hand raised in EPA.  This greatly increases the 


        22  likelihood that Flathead Electric member dollars 


        23  will be spent on energy efficiency projects in 


        24  Oregon and Washington. 


        25            We understand that measures targeted at �
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         1  large loads in the more -- in more urban areas get 


         2  better bang for their buck.  That's why -- that's 


         3  why a better idea than having dual conservation 


         4  targets would be to use the council's geographic 


         5  analysis as guidance but keep a single target that 


         6  let's utilities capture the most practical and cost-


         7  effective savings available. 


         8            This -- this idea also is better for the 


         9  region and the issue with cost-efficiency -- as the 


        10  issue with cost-efficiency programs is much more 


        11  rural urban than just Idaho -- or Oregon, Washington 


        12  versus Idaho and Montana. 


        13            With that, I thank you very much for your 


        14  time, and I appreciate it. 


        15            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, also.  I 


        16  appreciate you coming. 


        17            Mark Hayden? 


        18            MR. HAYDEN:  Thank you, Chairman Milburn, 


        19  Council Members, and Staff. 


        20            My name is Mark Hayden, spelled H-A-Y-D-E-


        21  N, and I'm the General Manager of Missoula Electric 


        22  Cooperative.  MEC serves the electric needs of 


        23  approximately 14,000 members in Western Montana, 


        24  with our headquarters located right here in 


        25  Missoula. �
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         1            Thank you for the opportunity to comment 


         2  on the draft ninth power plan.  I appreciate the 


         3  work that's gone into it and the challenge of 


         4  planning for a reliable, affordable power supply 


         5  amid growing demand and uncertain energy landscape. 


         6            I particularly appreciate the council's 


         7  recognition that the northwest needs a diverse 


         8  portfolio.  Conservation, demand response, renewable 


         9  storage, and natural gas bring different 


        10  capabilities to the system.  Our members depend on 


        11  those resources working together to deliver 


        12  electricity when they need it. 


        13            The inclusion of natural gas deserves 


        14  recognition.  It acknowledges the importance of 


        15  dependable capacity alongside investments in 


        16  renewable, storage, and efficiency.  We're a Montana 


        17  cooperative serving members through cold winter 


        18  conditions.  That balanced approach matters.  


        19            That same practical approach should guide 


        20  conservation.  Just as generating resources must be 


        21  available when needed, conservation savings must be 


        22  achievable in the communities expected to deliver 


        23  them. 


        24            MEC supports conservation.  Helping 


        25  members use electricity efficiently can lower their �
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         1  bills, improve comfort, and reduce demands on the 


         2  system.  We want -- we want to continue contributing 


         3  to those benefits.  Our concerns are about how we 


         4  get there and whether our members will continue to 


         5  have meaningful opportunities to participate. 


         6            First, I'm concerned about the scale and 


         7  pace of the proposed increase.  The draft recommends 


         8  that BPA acquire 435 averaged megawatts of 


         9  conservation by 2032.  We understand that this 


        10  reflects the council's assessment of resource needs 


        11  and available potential.  But identifying savings in 


        12  a model and delivering them in our communities are 


        13  two completely different things. 


        14            Actual projects require willing 


        15  participants, qualified contractors, affordable 


        16  investments, staff capacity, and time.  Simply 


        17  increasing a target does not automatically increase 


        18  the region's ability to deliver those savings within 


        19  the proposed time frame. 


        20            Small cooperatives also have a different 


        21  mix of opportunities than utilities serving large 


        22  industrial facilities or major commercial centers.  


        23  Projects available elsewhere may simply not exist in 


        24  our service territory, and as the draft recognizes, 


        25  much of the remaining residential potential is far �
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         1  more expensive to capture. 


         2            Second, we're concerned about the separate 


         3  geographical targets and cost-effectiveness 


         4  thresholds.  My members help fund BPA's conservation 


         5  programs through their power bills.  I'm concerned 


         6  that separate geographical thresholds could leave 


         7  them with fewer opportunities to benefit directly 


         8  from those programs. 


         9            If useful home improvements no longer 


        10  qualify for support, members could face higher up-


        11  front costs and missed opportunities to lower their 


        12  winter electric bills.  A single regional target 


        13  would provide greater flexibility to pursue valuable 


        14  savings, while preserving practical opportunities 


        15  for members throughout the region. 


        16            Finally, affordability and simplicity need 


        17  to remain central.  The draft recognizes rural 


        18  challenges and calls for flexibility to minimize 


        19  complexity.  We appreciate that direction and ask 


        20  that it translate into clear, workable program 


        21  requirements, and a small co-op administration draws 


        22  on the same limited staff who serve members and 


        23  support daily operations.  Those costs ultimately 


        24  reach our members.  We want as much of our 


        25  conservation investment as possible to produce �
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         1  lasting savings. 


         2            In summary, my request is straightforward.  


         3  Retain a single regional conservation target to 


         4  preserve practical programs for rural members and 


         5  set achievable expectations so they can be supported 


         6  by funding and implementation capacity. 


         7            Thank you for considering MEC's 


         8  perspective.  I appreciate the council's balanced 


         9  approach and want to help ensure that every part of 


        10  that portfolio delivers reliable power, affordable 


        11  service, and meaningful value for our members.  


        12  Thank you. 


        13            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Mark. 


        14            All right.  Jason Williams? 


        15            MR. WILLIAMS:  Hello.  Jason Williams, W-


        16  I-L-L-I-A-M-S.  I am the CEO and General Manager of 


        17  Flathead Electric. 


        18            Council Chair Milburn, Council Members, 


        19  Council Staff, thank you for this opportunity to 


        20  provide public comment on the council's ninth power 


        21  plan. 


        22            Flathead Electric is headquartered in 


        23  Kalispell, Montana.  We are the largest co-op in 


        24  Montana, and the second largest electric utility in 


        25  the state.  We represent the interest of 60,000 �
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         1  members, with just under 80,000 meters. 


         2            Our average yearly energy use is about 200 


         3  average megawatts, and our system is peaked at over 


         4  440 megawatts.  Over 90 percent of our supplied -- 


         5  over 90 percent of that is supplied by the 


         6  Bonneville Power Administration, and any cost BPA 


         7  incurs will be borne by our members. 


         8            We recognize that a tremendous amount of 


         9  work has been completed to develop the draft ninth 


        10  power plan, and it is a meaty document.  Tonight, 


        11  however, I will be focusing my comments around 


        12  conservation. 


        13            A lot of comments are going to focus on 


        14  the target amount of conservation, and I am also 


        15  concerned about the ability to achieve such a lofty 


        16  goal.  And a 45 percent increase in the target is a 


        17  lofty goal. 


        18            It's not that we don't want to achieve 


        19  such a goal.  It is about the ability to create 


        20  programs to achieve the goal.  Programs that we 


        21  could potentially lose because of the council's 


        22  proposal to create a dual target split between the 


        23  east and the west. 


        24            When I first heard the target range 


        25  between the east and west, it made my wonder why we �
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         1  were going to focus on east and west, as there 


         2  already seems to be enough division between Montana 


         3  and Idaho and Washington and Oregon in other 


         4  matters.  It seemed an unnecessary attempt at 


         5  creating targets based off of geographical location. 


         6            Flathead Electric strongly supports 


         7  keeping the single regional conservation target, or 


         8  what I like to call don't tell me how to do it, just 


         9  tell me what you want. 


        10            The real issue with conservation targets 


        11  isn't locational or east or west.  It is big versus 


        12  small.  It just happens that the biggest utilities 


        13  are west of the Cascades.  The council's plan 


        14  doesn't solve the underlying problem, but instead 


        15  adds a level of complexity for BPA to manage a dual 


        16  target program. 


        17            It will be more burdensome and cost more 


        18  to administer the program, leaving less money to be 


        19  returned to customers for their conservation 


        20  programs.  It will force BPA to eliminate certain 


        21  programs for utilities in the east because of the 


        22  rate of return used, which will hamper our ability 


        23  to achieve the target. 


        24            BPA's current program already better 


        25  solves the problem by assigning conservation targets �
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         1  based on Tier 1 loads.  This assigns the largest 


         2  conservation targets to the largest customers and 


         3  essentially achieves what the council is trying to 


         4  accomplish without changing the program or adding 


         5  cost. 


         6            I believe the council is stepping out of 


         7  the role as the agency to tell the region what we 


         8  need, and instead is starting to talk about how we 


         9  get there.  We are utility leaders in the region.  


        10  We know how to do our job.  Tell us what reasonably 


        11  can be accomplished, and we will figure out how to 


        12  do it. 


        13            Thank you. 


        14            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Jason. 


        15            Okay.  We have Duane.  Call Duane Braaten.  


        16  Thank you, Duane. 


        17            MR. BRAATEN:  Northwest Power Council 


        18  Members, Staff, and Guests, my name is Duane 


        19  Braaten.  That's D-U-A-N-E.  Braaten is B-R-A-A-T-E-


        20  N.  I am a Trustee for the Flathead Electric Co-Op 


        21  in Kalispell, Montana.  I want to thank you for 


        22  giving us an opportunity to comment on the proposals 


        23  you have drafted in the new power plan. 


        24            As one of nine trustees, I am elected and 


        25  given certain responsibilities to our 60,000 �
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         1  members.  One of these responsibilities is to ensure 


         2  reliable and affordable electricity. 


         3            Another responsibility we have embraced is 


         4  the current Energy Efficiency Program.  We have been 


         5  successful in meeting our targets in the past and 


         6  will work hard to achieve the current target into 


         7  the future. 


         8            I feel the proposed increase will be 


         9  difficult for us to achieve.  While we do appreciate 


        10  and understand the importance of energy efficiency, 


        11  we are very mindful of the reality of targets that 


        12  are not achievable and the negative impact that it 


        13  would have on our rates. 


        14            The demographics of our membership is 


        15  largely residential and much of the low-hanging 


        16  fruit has already been picked by industrial members.  


        17  I look at the associated costs of these new targets 


        18  as stranded costs that we will not be able to 


        19  recover.  Some Montana co-ops are already unable to 


        20  meet their current targets, thus making this new 


        21  proposal even more problematic for them. 


        22            We're constantly challenged with price 


        23  increases in so many areas of our operation and many 


        24  of which we have no control over.  I'm asking you in 


        25  the name of public power to please consider the �
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         1  practicality of increasing cost burdens that will 


         2  have little to no effect on conservation. 


         3            59,999 Flathead Electric members and I, as 


         4  well as many other public power users, thank you for 


         5  your consideration. 


         6            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Duane. 


         7            All right.  Kyle Carlson? 


         8            MR. CARLSON:  Good evening.  My name is 


         9  Kyle Carlson.  I'm with Flathead Electric.  Carlson 


        10  is C-A-R-L-S-O-N. 


        11            Council Chair, Council Members, and 


        12  Council Staffers, I appreciate the opportunity to 


        13  make a comment, and I appreciate all the hard work 


        14  that's gone into drafting this plan. 


        15            As I stated, my name is Kyle Carlson.  I 


        16  serve as the Energy Services Supervisor for Flathead 


        17  Electric Cooperative in Northwest Montana and 


        18  oversee all sectors of our energy conservation 


        19  programs. 


        20            I appreciate the opportunity to speak 


        21  today regarding the proposed split conservation 


        22  targets in the ninth power plan.  From my 


        23  perspective working directly with our members, I'm 


        24  concerned about the potential loss of residential 


        25  conservation measures and the impact that could have �
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         1  on families we serve. 


         2            Programs supporting heat pumps, 


         3  weatherization improvements, and energy efficient 


         4  new construction are not just numbers on a 


         5  spreadsheet.  They are practical tools that help our 


         6  members reduce energy consumption, manage household 


         7  budgets, and improve comfort in their homes. 


         8            Many of our members live in rural areas 


         9  where winters are long.  Heating costs can be 


        10  significant, and family budgets are already 


        11  stretched.  When BPA conservation funding supports 


        12  residential efficiency projects, our members receive 


        13  a direct and measurable benefit from the dollars 


        14  they've already paid into the system through their 


        15  power rates. 


        16            My concern is that the proposed split 


        17  target approach could make many of these residential 


        18  measures no longer cost-effective on the Montana and 


        19  Idaho side of the region.  If that happens, some of 


        20  the most successful and accessible conservation 


        21  opportunities available to our members could 


        22  disappear. 


        23            For example, the last BPA rate period 


        24  within our residential and income qualified sectors, 


        25  Flathead Electric rebated over $2.2 million, with �
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         1  over 1,500 individual projects with an annual 


         2  savings of over 1 million kilowatt hours. 


         3            As an example, consider a lower income 


         4  member heating a home with aging electric resistance 


         5  heat.  Through our efficiency programs, that member 


         6  may be able to install a qualified heat pump that 


         7  lowers energy use while improving comfort throughout 


         8  the year. 


         9            The result is often lower monthly utility 


        10  bills, reduced strain during peak winter periods, 


        11  and meaningful improvement in the member's quality 


        12  of life.  These are exactly the kinds of benefits 


        13  our members expect when conservation funds are 


        14  collected and invested. 


        15            I believe conservation should be pursued 


        16  wherever it provides real cost-effective savings, 


        17  regardless of state boundaries.  The current 


        18  regional approach allows utilities, like Flathead 


        19  Electric, to deliver meaningful results for our 


        20  members, while supporting BPA's conservation goals. 


        21            Thank you for your time and consideration. 


        22            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Kyle. 


        23            Joe Kolman? 


        24            MR. KOLMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 


        25  Members of the Council.  Thank you to our Montana �
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         1  delegation and also Members Hoffman and Golden for 


         2  making the trek out here.  We appreciate it. 


         3            My name is Joe Kolman.  That's K-O-L-M-A-


         4  N.  And I'm the Government Relations Director for 


         5  the Montana Electric Cooperative Association.  We 


         6  represent 25 co-ops across the state, including 


         7  seven on the western side that are preference 


         8  customers of BPA. 


         9            As Jason said, the ninth power plan is a 


        10  meaty read.  I would also -- I would also add that 


        11  it's a good read.  Reading through what -- what you, 


        12  as council members, and the rest of us are facing in 


        13  terms of new energy loads and how we're going to 


        14  serve them is a -- is a fascinating read. 


        15            We appreciate the work that went into that 


        16  plan, and also, when you're reading it, you can see 


        17  that the council and the staff has upped their -- 


        18  their analysis and looking at new ways to satisfy 


        19  both those -- those issues of supply and demand. 


        20            As people said, we appreciate that you 


        21  have found that there is no silver bullet.  That 


        22  being said, it laid  


        23  -- the plan lays out a lot of really great options, 


        24  and we do appreciate that natural gas is one of 


        25  those solutions.  We get that natural gas has its �
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         1  proponents and opponents, but the reality is with 


         2  reduced hydro power and intermittent renewables, 


         3  there is -- there is a need for some of that solid 


         4  base energy. 


         5            Again, with the -- with the single target 


         6  and the dual target, you heard from our members who 


         7  can -- who can speak to that directly as the 


         8  implementers of that -- of that strategy.  I would 


         9  just add, though, that, again, the document lays out 


        10  a good -- a good basis for the dual target, and it's 


        11  understandable how staff got there, and it's 


        12  understandable you would consider that. 


        13            Based on the testimony, I don't think it's 


        14  implementable for -- for the BPA and our folks at 


        15  the time, but I don't want you to think for a minute 


        16  that that work is wasted.  I think that work and 


        17  that analysis is really good, and it will improve 


        18  things going forward.  I mean, we all want to get to 


        19  the same place, and I think eventually that work 


        20  will help inform those decisions. 


        21            I think I'll end with, you know, we 


        22  appreciate being at the table.  We welcome 


        23  questions.  We are happy to provide input and 


        24  answers if we can.  We'll continue to be at the 


        25  table, and we have full faith that the council and �
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         1  the staff, in the words of Chairman Milburn, which I 


         2  really liked when he said it in October, we're going 


         3  to land this plane. 


         4            I appreciate that.  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


         5            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Joe.  I 


         6  appreciate it. 


         7            MS. HOFFMAN:  If anybody can land a plane, 


         8  it's you. 


         9            MR. MILBURN:  What's that? 


        10            MS. HOFFMAN:  I said if anybody can land a 


        11  plane, it's you. 


        12            MR. MILBURN:  Oh, well, thank you.  We'll 


        13  do what we can together. 


        14            Thank you, Joe. 


        15            Next is Shannon.  Shannon James? 


        16            MS. JAMES:  Good evening.  My name is 


        17  Shannon James, J-A-M-E-S, with Montana Environmental 


        18  Information Center. I know you heard from my 


        19  colleague during the online hearing last week, so 


        20  I'll keep my comments brief. 


        21            MEIC supports many of the plan's core 


        22  priorities.  We appreciate the emphasis on energy 


        23  conservation, demand response, renewable energy, and 


        24  energy storage.  This diverse resource makes and 


        25  strengthens both reliability and affordability.  We �
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         1  support maximizing energy efficiency, renewables 


         2  paired with storage and demand response. 


         3            Our primary concern is the plan's proposal 


         4  for 2,100 megawatts of new natural gas generation.  


         5  The plan's own modeling shows that investments in 


         6  transmission, storage, and renewable energy can 


         7  reduce reliance on gas.  That is important because 


         8  new gas infrastructure comes with significant long-


         9  term costs and exposes the region to volatile and 


        10  potentially can strain fuel supplies. 


        11            Rather than committing to new gas 


        12  generation, we urge the council to take a closer 


        13  look at how those resources can work together.  More 


        14  conservation can reduce demand.  Demand response can 


        15  provide flexibility when the system needs it.  


        16  Transmission can allow the region to share more 


        17  renewable power across state lines, and renewable 


        18  energy paired with storage can provide reliable 


        19  power when the sun isn't shining and the wind isn't 


        20  blowing. 


        21            We also encourage the council to convene a 


        22  regional load management forum to develop a strategy 


        23  for managing major new loads, including data 


        24  centers.  Looking across the plan's 20-year horizon, 


        25  enhanced geothermal also shows promise as a source �
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         1  of clean affordable power. 


         2            We are concerned, however, by the plan's 


         3  consideration of nuclear power as a source of clean 


         4  baseload generation.  Nuclear power requires uranium 


         5  mining and creates radioactive waste that we still 


         6  have no solution for.  It is the most expensive 


         7  generation option.  There also are currently no 


         8  commercially operating SMRs in the United States, 


         9  and the federal government is rapidly deregulating 


        10  this industry.  Given the uncertainty and cost 


        11  involved, nuclear should not play a role in future 


        12  resource planning. 


        13            The northwest has the tools to meet 


        14  growing electricity demand without locking ourselves 


        15  into unnecessary fossil fuel infrastructure, and we 


        16  urge the council to maximize clean, flexible 


        17  resources and reduce the role of new natural gas in 


        18  the ninth power plan. 


        19            Thank you. 


        20            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you, Shannon. 


        21            Bob Carter? 


        22            MR. CARTER:  Mr. Chair and Council, my 


        23  name is Bob Carter, and I am a member of the State 


        24  House of Representatives here in Montana.  And I, 


        25  along with Senator Lammers, have a bipartisan bill �
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         1  in order to transform our Public Service Commission 


         2  from an elected body to an appointed body. 


         3            And Mr. Chair, we have a 15-minute 


         4  presentation that we'd be happy to give, but with 


         5  your nod of the head, Mr. Chair, I can probably 


         6  compress that down to four minutes or less, and I'd 


         7  be happy to give you a quick summary of it right 


         8  now. 


         9            MR. MILBURN:  Could you go ahead and give 


        10  us a quick summary right now trying to keep it 


        11  within the three-minute period.  At some point, we 


        12  can have you come in and give us the presentation. 


        13            MR. CARTER:  We'd be glad to. 


        14            MR. MILBURN:  Okay.  Thank you. 


        15            MR. CARTER:  And as you likely know, the 


        16  current setup for the Public Service Commission in 


        17  Montana is made up of five elected positions. 


        18            In the last 30 years in the State of 


        19  Montana, the legislature, whose responsible for 


        20  trying to create the best scenario and setup to 


        21  manage energy and regulate these for-profit 


        22  industries in Montana, has tried to regulate these 


        23  and setup a framework for the Public Service 


        24  Commission, and in the last 30 years, they've tried 


        25  several small changes to it, and I have not found �
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         1  one that works or one that was successful. 


         2            In fact, in the last two legislative 


         3  sessions, there have been changes proposed, and to 


         4  be quite honest, I voted against them.  I thought it 


         5  as too dramatic.  It would be too big of a change, 


         6  and that's not what the state needed. 


         7            I've come 180 degrees now, and I feel that 


         8  the current setup that the legislature has for the 


         9  Public Service Commission is a failed setup.  And in 


        10  the United States, there's only 10 remaining elected 


        11  Public Service Commissions. 


        12            The last one that went from elected to 


        13  appointed happened in 2020 in New Mexico.  They 


        14  fully implemented it I believe in 2022 or 2023.  


        15  Speaking with those folks, they've been very happy 


        16  with the setup of it. 


        17            The last time a state went from appointed 


        18  to elected was over 100 years ago.  It was 120 years 


        19  ago the last time, and so there's a reason why folks 


        20  are going to appointed.  And while I agree and I 


        21  understand the pushback from going to an appointed 


        22  position instead of an elected position, we think we 


        23  have a lot of safeguards in place in order to 


        24  protect the people and have the people's vote and 


        25  make it a high priority for those positions. �
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         1            And feel free to reach out to us.  We'll 


         2  give you all the details for it.  And it came out of 


         3  our Energy and Technology Committee unanimous, and 


         4  so this is not now a Bob Carter, Senator Lammers 


         5  bill.  This is a committee bill, which in our state 


         6  really holds higher priority, and so we're really 


         7  looking forward to letting people know why we think 


         8  this is going to be a much better system. 


         9            So thank you, guys. 


        10            MR. MILBURN:  Thank you.  You're a 


        11  representative; is that right? 


        12            MR. CARTER:  Yes, sir. 


        13            MR. MILBURN:  Okay.  Thank you, 


        14  Representative Carter. 


        15            That's all I have at this time, I believe, 


        16  so we are -- we will stick around here until 6:30 to 


        17  see if anybody else shows up.  So we will go into -- 


        18  what kind of recess do we want? 


        19            MS. LIGHT:  Recess. 


        20            MR. MILBURN:  Recess.  Okay.  We'll call 


        21  it that. 


        22            (WHEREUPON, the Public Hearing concluded 


        23  at 6:29 p.m.) 


        24   


        25   �
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