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PUBLI C HEARI NG
HELD VIA ZOOM ON
VEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2026
4:01 P.M

MR PURCE: It's ny pleasure to welcome you al
this evening to this public hearing on the Northwest Power
Plan -- or 9th Plan. M name is Les Purce, and | amthe
vice president of the power council. M colleague, KC
Gol den, the other representative fromthe State of
Washi ngton, will be here shortly. He caught a plan from
| daho Falls for the hearing |ast night, and he is on his way
as wel .

| want to start by saying what a delight it is to
have such a good crowd and how i mportant we see this
opportunity for the public hearing regarding the 9th Pl an.
| am hopi ng that everyone -- there's a signup sheet in the
back for people to sign up for, for this public hearing.

The hearing will go until 6:00 o'clock this evening, and
it's a pleasure to have you all here.

In a nonent, |'ll read a statenment about the plan
itself, and then we'll have a brief introduction and go
directly to the opportunity to have you all -- hear fromyou
all in the audience regarding the plan. So thank you very

much for being here.
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|'malso very pleased to have the outstanding

staff that we have from-- fromour hone office in Portland

along with our staff here in the State of Washington. |

want to thank nmy colleague, Elizabeth Osborn, who will be

doing the timng tonight. [It'Il be set up in a way that you

have three mnutes for the presentation. W'Il let you know

-- we'll go through that procedure here in a noment. | want

to al so recogni ze Kym Buzdygon.

Kym would you stand up for nme to --

She's our director of our division of public
affairs wwth us tonight fromPortland. John Shurts, our --
fromour |egal division heads that up.

John, thank you for being here.

And | want to make sure that -- | want to say
thank you to all of our other staff that are here that wll
be supporting us this evening. You' ve net some as you've
come in the room This is an opportunity to have active
participation in this work.

| al so want to thank Zel Msic, our public
recorder, tonight. \Wen you come up, we would like you to
make sure you spell your nanme and -- so we have that for the
record. W want to thank Zel for being here and supporting
us tonight.

MR MSIC Thank you.

MR PURCE: Kevin Smt, who is the senior staff
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menber in our power division will make a presentation in a
few mnutes to give you an -- an idea of the overview of
this neeting itself. But at this time, |'d like to read a
public statenment regarding the power plan for you.

For the record, "the Northwest Power Act of 1980
directs the council to develop a regional conservation -- an
el ectric power plan and to review that plan every five
years. The council's current power plan is the 8th Plan,
also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan. The council is now
engaged in its latest five-year power plan review.

"The council releases the -- released the draft
9th Northwest Plan in md-August for public review and
comment. For nore information, including the text of the
draft plan and techni cal appendices, please visit the
council's website at macouncil.org. The council wll be
accepting comments on the -- on the -- on the 9th Power Plan
t hrough Cctober 16 of 2026.

"The Act also requires that the council hold
public hearings in every state represented by the council,
whi ch includes |daho, Mntana, Oegon, and Washington. The
full schedule of hearings can be found online."

| would |ike to encourage everyone who is
interested in comenting to please sign up on one of the
sheets | ocated at the back of the room W had -- you've --

|'ve introduced the court reporter who wll be in attendance
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here to do that recording. You may also | eave witten
comrents on the staff -- for the staff menbers today or
submt comments online. Instructions for submtting
comrents online can be found on the council's website.

Al'l coments received will be carefully considered
by the council in making its final decision to approve the
9th Northwest Power Plan. The council expects to nmake a
final decision on the plan by the end of this year or in
early 2027. Thank you very nuch.

At this time, | would [ike to call on Kevin to
give us an overview of the plan before we go into public
hearing. And thank you all very, very nuch for being here.

MR SMT. Geat. Thank you very much, Menber
Purce, and thank you for that. And good -- good evening,
and I'd like to extend ny welcome as well. M nanme is Kevin
Smt. |'mthe nanager of power planning resources at the
council. 1'mgoing to give you just a brief overview of the
council and then -- and then the power plan, and then we'll
go right into the comrent.

So who we are? Most of this was covered al ready
in the followed statement, but again we were organized in
1980 to give the region a -- a greater voice in energy and
protecting fish and wildlife. The council is governed by
two menbers that -- of -- of each of the four states that

were nentioned: |daho, Mntana, Oegon, and Washi ngton, and
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each state appoints two council menbers. So we have a tota
of eight council nmenmbers, again two fromeach state.

The Act requires that this interstate council
devel op, with broad public participation -- that's part of
this process -- the regional plan -- power plan and also a
Col unbia Basin Fish & Wldlife Program And then
specifically to Bonneville, they have the |egal
responsi bilities under the Act to acquire resource
consistent with the council's plan. And you can see the map
there of -- of the region.

Just a -- a brief touch on the fish and wildlife
program This was actually conpleted in June of this year,
and the fish and wldlife programactually becones part of
the power plan at -- when we release the plan here in -- in
the -- later this year. And so, you know, the -- the

priority, you know, of the current fish and wildlife program
I's, you know, keep the water nmoving for the fish at critical
tinmes while still neeting the critical power needs. That's
kind of our role in balancing those energy and fish needs.

So power planning. Wat -- what is it that we do?
You see those words in bold there, and those are words we
repeat often. Qur goal is -- is -- and requirenent is to
ensure an adequate, efficient, economcal, and reliable
power supply for the Northwest. And as -- as nentioned, we

update this every five years, and the plans provide a
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bl ueprint for what resources --- what generating and -- and
denmand- si de resources are needed for the region.

So at a high level, what do we do? W say, well,
what is the capability of the systemtoday. Wat resources
do we have, and -- and what are the needs? How nuch energy
m ght we need in the future? So our |oad forecast. You
know, what -- which -- which is a tricky thing these days,
you know. We got -- I'Il -- I"Il get into that |later, but
our |oads are growng fast. And so how do we know what
needs we'll have in the future?

And then what is the | east cost and | east risk way
to neet those future needs while being mndful of existing
system capabilities, hydropower operations that benefit fish
and environnental qualities? There's other pieces that we
have to take into account as we're doing all this.

So a few key takeaways of the draft plan -- power
plan. So load growth | nentioned already driven by data
centers and electrification. Those two things are
relatively new since the last time we did this plan, and
there's a lot of load growh that we perceive comng on the
system |It's also hard to -- to forecast, right, wth data
centers.

Are there going to be a lot of then? Are there
going to be a few of then? So we have to account for all of

that. That gets into this uncertainty and risk, right? W
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account for a conprehensive range of future uncertainty
around the | oads, future weather conditions. You've heard
of the heat dones and the -- you know, the -- the really
cold spells we've had. W account for all those -- those
things as -- as -- along with clinmate change and those
things in our -- in our uncertainty and risk analysis.

And the draft plan includes a cost-effective
regional resource portfolio that has a suite of resources to
-- that need to be added to the grid to neet those future
needs, and I'l|l show you those in just a nonent.

And so what's next, the -- the plan is an open
process. W've had advisory conmmttee neetings -- a lot of
them al ong the way. Now, we're doing these public coments,
and these are all inportant parts of the process. And, you
know, our councilmenbers take all this in, and even tonight,
all the -- the -- the other six who aren't here will -- wll
hear all your conmments and take those into account, you
know, as they make the final decisions on the power plan.

So the proposed resource strategy. This is kind
of the core of the plan. There's a |ot of pieces to it, but
the core is this resource strategy that | tal ked about. So
first of all, demand-side resources |ike conservation. They
provi de energy and capacity and mnimze the need to build
out transm ssions. So the nore conservation we can -- we

can add to reduce the existing | oads, the fewer resources we
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need to -- we need to build.

Renewabl es are a big part of this strategy
combined with storage -- battery storage, especially
providing this energy and capacity while neeting between
policy goals. There's some natural gas. Sone new natura
gas provides energy to the systemat tinmes of |ow water.
And t hese resources are supported by a suite of other
recommendations as | eluded to earlier. You can read al
about that in the plan but things that address transm ssion,
permtting data center integration, and a |ot nore of -- of
the hot topics you' ve heard about.

You can see the table on the right there. W're
recommendi ng about just over 1,000 average negawatts of
conservation. And we see strong signals -- |ocational
val ues of conservation in this plan. Qur -- our nodeling
has expanded so that we can sort of show different signals
in different parts of the region. And so we've -- we
propose to divide this conservation resource into tw for
Oregon and Washi ngton whi ch has a hi gher val ue because of
more limted transmssion and -- and a nunber of other
things, and then a -- a -- a separate target for Idaho and
Mont ana which has a lower -- a bit [ower value for
conservation,

And then you see demand response, 590. | don't

need to read all these, but -- but, you know, a large
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amount, 9,000 negawatts of renewables, and a |ot of that is
coupled with this battery storage. So -- and then 2,100
megawatts of natural gas. So that's the core of the
resource strategy, and that's -- you know, we've been
receiving a lot of comments already on various parts of
this.

The plan al so has very specific recomendations to
Bonneville. The council's plan provides guidance for the
whol e region, all the entities in the region, the investor
and utilities as well. But it has direct |egal connection
to Bonneville as the power marketer is to borrow resources
that it determnes to be consistent with the current power
pl an.

And so the -- the draft plan recommends Bonneville
acquire a share of the recomrended conservation and to
support its custoners in acquiring other demand-side
resources, |like demand response. And also, if it needs
energy beyond the conservation to acquire renewables to --
to neet those needs, we need -- (clears throat) excuse nme --
to assess the cost effectiveness between storage and natural
gas if there is a capacity.

Now, beyond the resource strategies, just a couple
points. W speak to a lot of things in the plan. W don't
actually do transm ssion planning, but -- but we have to

account for that in our plan. What is the transm ssion
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systen? \Wat is being built? Wat is not being built? And
we do account for that.

Also, with permtting and siting, we have to
account for where can resources be permtted and sited. You
know, we know certain -- certain resources can be built in
certain areas and -- and not in others. And so we do
account for all of that. W don't specify that as a product
of our plan, but we have to account for that.

And then we don't set electricity rates, and we
don't make decisions around resource retirenent, so those
are just a couple things that -- that we don't -- we don't
do and don't cone out of a plan.

So yeah. We're about ready now to get into your
comrents. |f you haven't signed up, this is repeat. Please
do that. Look for staff.

Staff, raise your hand.

| f you have questions, you can see around you sone
-- and you net some on the way in. Be courteous to
counci | menber staff and other people in the room Be
courteous to each other, please. Keep it brief and on
topic. We're going to do three mnutes each. |f there's
time left at the end, you nay have time to cone back, but
ot her public hearings have been -- you know, have -- have
had that and have had sone tinme at the end.

SO0 -- but keep it to three mnutes at the start.
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Your -- your comments will becone part of the official
public record. And if you've brought a witten copy, that's
hel pful, too. W'Ill -- we'll turn that over to the court
reporter, and that helps us --

Who's col lecting those? There's a staff menber.
Joe is in the back. He'll -- he'll help collect those and
get those where they need to go. So -- and you can al so
submt coments online through our website. Here we go. R
code. Nwcouncil.org. That was nentioned earlier. Feel
free to do that.

And so with that, that's it fromnme. W want to
hear fromyou. Yeah.

M5. OSBORN:  Coul d you bring the QR code back up

MR SMT. kay.
MS. OSBORN. Thank you.

MR SMT. Wwoops. Gkay. So yeah. Please state
your name when you're called up, and -- and spell it for the
court reporter, and then Menber Purce will -- will call you

up a couple at a time probably, and we'll go fromthere.
Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Kevin, thank you so nuch.

And thank you all again. [1'd like to start by
calling up Peter Adans and Arlene WIllians to the table.

We'll start with you, Peter, and would you pl ease
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spell your nanme for the court reporter? And we'll start
this process.

Thank you all for taking the tine to be here with
us.

MR. ADAMS: Thank you for the opportunity. Peter
Adanms, P-E-T-EER, AD-A-MS. | live in Ednonds, Washington
and my house is supplied with energy by Sno -- Sno PUD
Data centers are straining electric grids and water supplies
all across the country. This is four states and utilities
in the -- in major investments to build new energy
generation while also considering keeping old coal and gas
plants online instead of investing in new, |owcost, clean
energy.

Wthout action fromregulators, |'mconcerned that
the construction of new energy infrastructure will increase
electricity rates at a tine when energy bills are -- are
already on the rise as well as contributing to nore air
pol lution and excess water use. As you address the grow ng
chal | enge of data center devel opment here in Washington, |
urge you to prioritize the follow ng consuner protections.

One, huge anmobunts of water are needed to cool
these facilities. Wshington State is in a drought.
Electricity fromour hydroelectric dans may be reduced due
to our very limted snowpack this year. Salnon are already

dying fromnot enough water or water that is too warm
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Pl ease prioritize water conservation for these facilities to
ensure adequate water for hones, agricultural, natura
resources, and business.

Two, require data center devel opers to cover their
fair share of increased energy demand and correspondi ng
I nvestnents in the newgrid infrastructure. Residential
custoners shoul d not be on the hook for these business
costs.

Thirdly, prioritize plans that drive investnment in
addi tional renewabl e energy, grid-connected battery storage,
efficiency, and demand response to neet any new electricity
demand. This will help reduce pollution and will also
protect ratepayers |like me fromhigh fuel costs.

Fourthly, develop large-load tariffs that require
data center developers to put their noney on the table for
new projects to mnimze corporate specul ati on and protect
ratepayers fromhaving to pay for or clean up stranded
assets.

Five, ensure robust transparency, public
participation and feedback on how BPA plans to neet
chal | enges associated with data centers.

Sixthly, enphasize -- enphatically reject the
arguments frombig tech that they are paying enough for data
centers. Their profits are obscene. They can afford the

costs. Ratepayers cannot.
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And finally, no new fossil fuel buildouts. If
| eft unchecked, data center devel opment will burden
Washi ngtonians with rising energy bills while increasing
harnful pollution fromexpensive coal and gas-fired power
plants. W need your tinely action to protect ratepayers
and support clean energy solutions instead of allow ng
utilities and big corporations to double down on fossil
fuels that will burden our comunities for decades to cone.
Thank you.

MR, PURCE: Thank you very nuch.

Arl ene?

M. WLLIAMS: Arlene Wllians, AR L-E-NE, WI-
L-L-1-A-MS. | live in Edmonds, Washington. | buy

electricity from Snohom sh County PUD, which is one of the
| ar gest custonmers of the Bonneville power adm nistration. |
want ny power to be generated from cheap, renewabl e energy
wth battery storage, so | urge you to direct BPA to not
build any new gas peaker plants. Methane | eaks everywhere
during the drilling, along the pipelines, and even in hones.
| 've had three nethane | eaks in previous hones,
which is why | nade POC renove the gas line to ny current
home and conpletely electrified it wth a heat punp,
I nduction stove, and an EV charger. Gas is unhealthy,
contributing to high asthma rates, raising healthcare costs.

Met hane is an extrenely potent carbon polluter increasing
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the snow droughts and wildfires that put our current
hydr opower production and transm ssion |lines at risk.

It nmakes no sense to add to this problemw th new
gas plants. W know that clinmate inpacts are only going to
get worse, and that will bring voter backlash to fuel
stronger regulations and huge | awsuits against fossil fuel
conpani es creating higher costs for gas. Meanwhile,
renewabl es and batteries are getting cheaper by the year.
BPA nust not invest in gas plants that will increase in cost
through time while the sun and the wind run renewabl es for
free once they are built.

We don't need to subsidize data centers. Enough
I nvestor noney is pouring into those projects that they can
pay the cost to upgrade systenms thenselves. In fact, A and
data centers are gobbling up the free capital in this
country, putting nore sustainable projects at a
di sadvantage. This is why data centers need to pay,
supplying their own energy in an environmentally responsible
way if possible, and they nust reduce their use during peak
times to decrease the need for nore power plants.

Data centers shoul d shoul der these costs, not
regular -- regular custoners in case the whole Al fantasy
goes bust. And lastly, the salnon. | refuse to eat sal non
because | don't need it while orca nmothers w th babies do.

We all know how successful renoving Colunbia River dans has
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been, allowi ng salnmon to return to the upper reaches of that
river. This power plan nust prioritize salnon recovery to
the nmax. Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you, Arlene.

Next up, David Ortman and Joseph Bogaard.

MR. ORTMAN. Thank you. M nane is David E
Otman. That's DDA-V-1-D, mddle initial EE ORT-MA-N
|'ma retired attorney here in Seattle, Washington. | just
note that a time of 4:00 to 6:00 is not the nost convenient
to hold a public hearing.

Over 45 years ago, back in the 1970s, the direct
service industries and the region's private utilities
col l uded with BPA Adm ni strator Don Hodel and then- Governor
Dixy Lee Ray to push at |east 16 coal and nucl ear power
plants in the region that were on the draw ng boards.

This included secret planning sessions in 1977
arranged by the Pacific Northwest Wilities Conference
Comm ttee, "seeking congressional authority to expand the
role of the Bonneville power admnistration as the region's
chief energy broker." After these secret neetings were
exposed, | made many trips to Portland, Oregon as a staff
person for the Northwest office of Friends of the Earth
al ong with other conservation and environnental group to
keep track of these shenani gans and rai se concerns over the

declining sal non and steel head runs.
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Fortunately, Friends of the Earth had a col | eague,
Anory Lovins, who was busy putting together an alternative
energy conservation division called Soft Energy Paths. The
end result was Congress passage of the Northwest Power
Pl anning Act in 1980, and as Lovins predicted, the cries for
dozens of new coal and nuclear power plants or the |ights
woul d go out turned out to be bogus.

Once this nuclear power plant program coll apsed
and energy conservation becane the preferred path instead of
excessive and expensive new coal and nuke plants. However,
the draft 9th Northwest Power Plan seems to be a
continuation of a silo thinking. The -- the introduction,
pages 2 to 4, focus on load growths, denmand forecasts, and
energy portfolios while regulating the council's 2026
Col unbia Basin Fish & Wldlife Programto a bare nention.

After nearly half a century, the fate of the
Paci fic Northwest salnon are -- still remain on a
catastrophic trajectory. Perhaps if Congress had had the
guts to name the bill the Pacific Northwest Electric Power
Fish and Wldlife Planning and Conservation Act and the
Nort hwest Power and Conservation Council -- the Northwest
Power Fish and WIldlife Conservation Council, fish and
wi I dlife concerns would not have been scrapped under the
negotiating table.

The introduction on page 2 states that data
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centers and ot her high-tech industries are one of the main
drivers of this uncertainty in |oad forecasting. This is

m sl eadi ng and a gross understatement. For what purposes
are data centers proposed to allow Amazon to construct
algorithms allowng themto send a drone to deliver a bottle
of aspirin to your house in the nost efficient way or to
enabl e M crosoft to devel op backyard nuke power plants as a
power source or to allowmlitary contractors to produce
aut ononous battlefield weapons or generate terabytes of
average intelligence slop, photoshopped inmagery, and fake
news?

|f you build out the load growth, they will cone.
If you don't build it out, perhaps they won't cone. It is
certain that, if you don't build it out, we and the
Northwest fish and wildlife will be better off. This would
allow nore attention and resources to be devoted to
rectifying our dreadful treatment of Northwest fish and
wildlife and --

MR PURCE: Fifteen seconds.

MR ORTMAN. Thank you.

For exanple, in the past half century, the counci
and BPA have failed to protect or restore the Yaki ma River
Basin's fish runs, and we would like to also just enphasize
that it's time, because of the tenperature concerns, to keep

Yakima fish fromreturning. It is time to have fish
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recovery by working strongly for the breaching of the |ower
four Snake River dans.

MR. PURCE: Thank you very much.

MR ORTMAN. Thank you.

MR PURCE: Appreciate it.

Joseph?

MR. BOGAARD: Thank you. Good afternoon. M nane
I's Joseph Bogaard. |'mthe executive director of Save Qur
WIld Salnmon. We're a coalition organization that works with
our menber groups to protect and restore fishable abundant
popul ations of wild salnon and steel head in the Col unbi a
Basin and across the Pacific Northwest for the benefit of
peopl e and ecosyst ens.

As you know, there's a very tight nexus between
sal non and steel head and our energy systemin the Pacific

Northwest. Qur region urgently needs policies that support

both the restoration of healthy fish popul ations and
reliable and resilient and affordable energy system The
council, of course, sits right -- right -- right at this
nexus.

W appreciate the hard work of council and
counci | menbers to devel op the 9th Regional Power Plan. It
provi des a good starting point for discussion. | want to
share a few of the ways we think it should be strengthened

before it's finalized.
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Fortunately, doing the right things for our
regi onal energy systemcan also be very good for relieving
pressure on the river and naking space for sal mon recovery.
We hope the council pursues those opportunities. On the
energy side of the equation, we ask the council to focus on
a nunber of key inprovenments to the draft plan, including
i ncreasing the plan's conservation and denmand response
goals. The council's nodeling reflects that nore can be
done in both these areas, and it should beef up the plan's
goal s consistent with those nodels.

At a mnimum the council should maintain the
plan's current goal of acquiring 9,000 negawatts of
renewabl e energy, and related to this issue is our ongoing
concern around transm ssion. The council should do all it
can to keep Bonneville a focus and accountable in noving
forward on much-needed transm ssion investnments and
expansi ons and upgrades so we can deliver the renewable
energy where it's produced to where it's needed.

Finally, we ask the council to reduce the plan to
rely on sone new natural gas. The change in climte is
harmng us in myriad ways. |It's raising costs, financial
and otherwi se, and it's certainly increasing pressure on and
arisk to the extinction of cold-water species |ike sal non
and st eel head.

Switching to the salnon side of the equation,
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want to first highlight the perfect stormthat's cone for
our region's fish populations at this tine. This includes
the hydro system the change in climate, related drought
conditions, and -- and -- and now the arrival of fierce E
Ni no weat her pattern, not to nmention the policies at

| ssuance comng fromD.C. that's making |ife nuch harder for
fish and wildlife that are already struggling to survive.

So the council's leadership at this tine is
especially inportant to help both energy and -- and -- and
fish recovery. For the 9th Power Plan, we ask the counci
to explicitly enbrace the vision and core elenents of the
Col umbi a Basin Restoration Initiative, the roadmap for
sal non recovery, energy devel opnent, and other comrunity
I nvestments recently devel oped by the states and tribes in
the region. And we ask the council to assist the State of
Washi ngton to nodel the energy replacement of the four | ower
Snake River dans, a near-termpriority that's critical to
our energy system and the sal non recovery.

And finally, 1'Il say council's |eadership is an
essential ingredient to ensure that our region builds out
the energy systemthat we need and rebuil ds heal thy sal non
popul ations that are necessary to uphold our nation's
promses to tribes and are so inportant to our fishing
communities and fish and wildlife populations |ike the

southern reservoir. Thanks for this opportunity.
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MR. PURCE: Thank you so nuch, Joseph
| -- | want to -- yeah. Just -- thank you al
very nuch. |'mgoing to call up the next two people.

Appreci ate your comments.

Phil Lundahl and Paul Zentzov.

If | got that right, Paul.

MR GOLDEN: And -- and while y'all are com ng up,
| just wanted to say hi. Sorry | was late. And thank you
for the great testinony so far and for com ng out and
telling us what you think. | -- 1 -- | appreciate David
Ortman calling us back to our history and our roots, but a
very inportant part of that story was this council was
created to offer a different decision-making process than
that snoke-filled room the dynamc that led to those bad
deci si ons so | ong ago.

And so | just -- | just want to enphasize that
what you're doing here today is a big part of what we were
created to do. W don't just do smart planning and fish and
wildlife recovery planning. W -- we really do everything
we can to make this process public, transparent, and the
product ultimately the region's product. So, you know,
citizens have a lot of things to do these days, so | know
that this time and you comng out to do this is really
val uabl e, and we count on it and cherish it. And rest

assured that this is not PRfor us. This is a big part of
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how we make these decisions. Thanks.

MR PURCE: | want to thank my colleague, KC, now.
| -- yeah. The -- the only -- the only thing | want to add
to that as well before we nove ahead is we aren't trying to
be rude around the time. W hope that we have enough tine
in the end that, if there's nore that needs to be said, we
encourage you to be here to say that. W just want to make
sure that everybody gets an opportunity to express their
point. | think everyone appreciates that.

Ckay.

MR LUNDAHL: H. M nane is Philip Lundahl, and
| livein -- oh, P-HI-L-1-P, L-UUNDAHL. | livein
Lynnwood, Washington, and | am a ratepayer of Snohom sh
County PUD. | amalso on the justice and peace conmmttee
and VP of our church council at University Lutheran Church
in Seattle.

As a ratepayer, | care nost about having an energy
system that supports clean water and air and strong,
sustai nabl e, and abundant sal non and steel head popul ati ons.
As part of a faith community, we care about justice. This
power plan affects both social and environnental justice.
We need to honor our obligations to uphold tribal treaties,
the supreme | aw of the |and, according to our U.S.
Constitution.

In regards to the four |ower Snake River dans
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situation, fishing sites, hunting grounds, wildlife habitat,
pl ant and berry gathering grounds, villages, archeol ogical
sites, ways of life, even burial grounds were flooded and
lost. We can right a wong here.

We can even hel p our westside southern resident
orca whales in the process. There are already extinct fish
docks in the Colunbia Basin. Mny other stocks are
critically endangered and headi ng down the same path to
extinction. This makes me sad. No fish docks have been
delisted after 35 years. WId stocks are getting worse.
The Northwest Power Act requires BPA to bal ance hydropower
benefits with fish and wildlife protection. Wth these
extinctions and endangered stocks, is there this bal ance?

Warm and sl ow waters, toxic al gae, increased
di sease, nore parasites, non-native predators, unsustainable
survival rates for juveniles and adults, too many barriers
all take their toll. W can do better here. W have an
opportunity to restore a river, its water, fish, and
ecosystem W can open up clean, cold water spawning
habitats. Restoration of the |ower Snake River gives us a
big bang for our buck in Colunbia Basin fish recovery.

Back to the power plant. It nust support the
Col umbi a Basin Restoration Initiative and regi onal sal non
recovery goals. The council should provide technical

support and nodeling in partnership with Washington State to

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

NI R N S o o e i L e o i
aa A~ W N B O © 00O N oo 0o~ W NN+ o

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 07, 2026 28
101619

I ncorporate | ower Snake River danms, energy replacenent into
our region's future power plants. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak with you today.

MR PURCE: Thank you very nuch.

MR ZEMIZOV: H. M nane is Paul Zentzov, P-A-U
L, ZEMT-Z-OV. And |'mpretty nuch representing nyself,
though I ama menber of the Sierra d ub.

| thank the staff at Northwest Power Conservation
Counci| for assenmbling a detailed and all-enconpassing plan
for our future energy needs. |'ve had the privilege of
working with friends and neighbors in installing a community
solar ray of 37 kilowatts capacity. Admttedly, a smal
amount, but every bit hel ps.

MR, GOLDEN. Could you pull that mc just a little
bit closer?

MR ZEMIZOV: Sure.
GOLDEN:  Thanks.
ZEMIZOV: Sorry. Can you hear ne now?
GOLDEN:  That's good.
ZEMIZOv: Al right.

D DD

Fromthis experience, |'ve learned -- | have
| earned that we, in our comunity, do understand that
climate change is real and we support reducing these natural
gas source of carbon pollution. In this regard, | urge the

council 1n their recomendations to reconsider Resolution 1
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regardi ng natural gas. Wy, | ask, should Res 1 recommend
that 2,100 nmegawatts of new natural gas capacity be added by
20327

| argue that no new natural gas capacity shoul d be
added and, in -- in addition, we would reduce existing use
of natural gas throughout the Northwest. Wy can nore
capacity not be provided by batteries plus renewabl es?
Amazi ng progress has been nade in battery storage,
| engt hening duration tine up to six or even eight hours.
Battery technol ogy easily hel ps voltage regul ation | oad
bal anci ng and ot her services supplied by gas plants.

Addi tional |y, when coupled with renewabl es such as
wi nd or sun, plenty of dependabl e round-the-clock power can
be created. | realize that resource retirenent is not
within your purview, but there are also aging gas plants to
be retired. About 2,400 negawatts capacity of gas plants
were built in the 1980s and 1990s. Gas plants have useful
life of 25 to 35 years. These ancient facilities can be
replaced with renewabl es, batteries, and other emnerging
t echnol ogi es.

As of 2021 in the Northwest, natural gas produced
about 15 percent of total electricity. It is not
unreasonabl e to reduce this percentage by half by 2046. |
urge the council to review this aspect of the plan. Be bold

and anmbitious in reducing all use of carbon-emtting natural
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gas. Future generations will thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you all very nuch.

Don MIler and Connie Voget? Welcome up. And |
want to encourage you to pull that mc up close to nake sure
we're able to hear you. Welconme, Connie.

MS. VOCET: Thank you.

MR MLLER Hello. M name is Don, D-ON,
MIller, MI-L-L-E-R And | ama PUD custoner in Rura
Snohom sh County. | would like to thank the council for the
detail ed and what | consider well-focused draft power plan.
That said, | think, given that we've had several consecutive
years of | ow snowpack with nore projected and that climte
proj ections have unfortunately a habit of reaching us before
their predicted date, that even a greater enphasis needs to
be given on devel opnent of non-hydro renewabl e energy and
battery storage.

| ask the council also to take a look at -- a
di scerning |l ook at the energy denmands for new data centers.
On one hand, we hear clains that we could have sol ar panels
I n space and problem solved. And on the other hand, we see
data centers being energized with gas-powered plants. WII
the data centers be benefiting the people of this region, or
will they be enriching billionaires and trillionaires trying
to conpete wth one another for dom nance in the Al

I ndustry, dom nance at the expense of our l[ocal communities
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and Nort hwest environment?

It would be perplexing to expect power consumners
to engage in demand response as energy flowed to unfavorable
data centers. There is a need for additional voices and
| eadership in the realmof data centers, and | ook to the
council to realize further |eadership in this arena.

The work put forth in the North -- or excuse nme --
the 9th draft power plan denonstrates council's ability to
provide critical analysis at this juncture, and | encourage
you to reach even deeper into that analysis further
pronoting energy devel opnent that increases diversification,
decrease -- decreases reliance on hydropower, and ensures
benefits to our local conmmunities and our Northwest
environment. Thank you.

MR, PURCE: Thank you very nuch.

MS. VOGET: Connie Voget, GCGONNI-E V-OGET.
Good afternoon. | live in Seattle, and | ama nmenber of the
G een Team at Keystone United Church of Christ. W are
commtted to care of the planet and social justice. CQur
menbers advocate for clean energy in addition to other --

t aki ng ot her actions.

| appreciate the council's plans for neeting
regional electricity demand fromits beginnings in 1983
followng the historic planning failure of the WAshi ngton

public power supply system | appreciate the council's work
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and mandate to protect fish and wildlife inpacted by hydro.
Now we are in another historic nmonent when the council wth
the 9th Power Plan tackles the challenge of the expected,
unprecedented increase in electricity demand in the near
term nostly fromdata centers, although there's a |arge
uncertainty as you nentioned.

| appreciate the sophistication and thoroughness
of the analysis, also that this plan's package contains
mostly renewabl es, conservation, and storage for resiliency,
reliability, and cost-effectiveness. And | appreciate the
opportunity to advocate for a nodification. | urge the
council to reconsider the recomrendati on on page 100 for
2,100 negawatts of new natural gas for the 2027 to 2032
peri od.

The cost of gas infrastructure has escal ated since
the draft was witten, doubling for conbined cycle plants,
increasing less but still significantly for peakers. | urge
the council to enable renewables to displace new gas by
recommendi ng nore high-voltage transm ssion capacity and
more transm ssion expansion.

Al so, |'mrecomendi ng nore demand response,
especially for data centers. | urge the council to
prioritize the recomendation on page 108 to assess whet her
storage or natural gas is nore effective for meeting

capacity need. An additional benefit of storage is that
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batteries |ocated along hydro plants can enhance hydro
flexibility, protecting fish.

In conclusion, | believe the 9th Power Plan can

get us closer to the clean energy future we need, especially

with this and other nodifications that | know ot her
advocates for clean energy are proposing. Thank you.
MR. PURCE: Thank you so nuch, y'all
Reggi e Westgate and George Sl aats?

MR, WESTGATE: Hello. M nanme is Reggie Westgate,

REGGI-E WEST-GAT-E |'mfrom Tacoma, Washington
and a ratepayer with Tacona Power. |'ma student |eader
with Save Qur Wld Salmon, and |'mal so a research student
at the University of Puget Sound where | study snow and ice
I n Washi ngton's national parks.

Thank you for hosting a hearing here in Seattle,

and thank you for listening to and considering our concerns.

VWen | was working at Munt Ranier, | had a safety nanager
who al ways insisted safety is not a priority because our
priorities can change. Safety is an identity, and we can't
change our identity.

| see conversations about the future of our
region's power in a simlar way. The 9th Power Plan needs
to prioritize a cleaner, nore affordable, and nore reliable
regional energy grid. Wile we focus on those priorities,

we cannot stray fromour region's identity, salnon. That
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means we nust reconcile with the fact that it is not clean
energy if it's threaten our identity.

The energy produced by the four |ower Snake River
dans is not clean energy. That is why |'masking the 9th
Power Pl an supports the Col unbia Basin Restoration
Initiative and our region's salnmon recovery goals. | also
ask that the power plan's resource strategy work with and
support Washington State in planning for the replacement of
the energy produced by the four |ower Snake R ver dans.

This is the nost significant power plan in
history. The inpacts of these decisions in this plan won't
just be felt over the course of the next five years. This
sets the stage for the -- for the Northwest that ny
generation is going to inherit. W don't want to inherit
problens that we can't fix. W don't want to inherit power
bills that we can't afford. W don't want to inherit a
species that we can't save. W don't want to inherit an
identity that is already |ost.

Thank you again, Council menbers, for considering
our concerns, and thank you to all the staff who nake these
I n-person hearings possible.

MR. PURCE: Thank you, Reggie.

MR, SLAATS. Hello. M nane is Ceorge Slaats, G
EEORGE S L-AAT-S. And | ama student |eader for the
Next Gen Sal non Col | ective with Save Qur Wld Salnmon. | am
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a Tacoma Power ratepayer, and | study biol ogy and
environmental policy at the University of Puget Sound in
Tacoma.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide coments
on the draft 9th Power Plan and for all the work that has
gone into it so far. As a student and young person, |
understand that, if we do not make inforned and responsible
policy decisions now, there may not be heal thy sal non
returns in our waters within nmy lifetine.

As a ratepayer, | also care about having an
af fordabl e and reliable energy system These two val ues
must coexist. In the final plan, | urge you to nore
robustly prioritize regional salnmon recovery goals and
| npl ement ation of the Colunbia Basin Restoration Initiative
to prioritize new clean energy over natural gas and expand
the transm ssion capacity and to prioritize additional
conservation and demand response prograns.

The council shoul d provide technical support and
modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate
| oner Snake River damenergy replacenment into our region's
future energy plans. And | urge you to request BPA to
prepare for an acquire renewable resources to |ead the
region in expanding transm ssion capacity in order to
integrate theminto our grid.

Finally, | urge you to create a | oad nanagenent

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

NI R N S o o e i L e o i
aa A~ W N B O © 00O N oo 0o~ W NN+ o

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 07, 2026
101619

36

forumso that the region can maximze future flexibility and
avoid further strains on the river systens fromdata centers
and other |arge-scale energy users. These neasures are
necessary and doable. They woul d make meani ngful progress
toward sal non and steel head recovery as well as ensuring
reliable and affordable energy systens.

Li ke many of my student peers, | care deeply about
the future of our rivers, our fish, and our communities and
understand that we are not separate fromour environnents.
The council holds the power to make decisions that wll
directly inpact the future energy | andscape and
environmental health of the region. The repercussions of
deci sions made now wi || be felt nost heavily by ny
generation and those that come after ne.

| appreciate the opportunity to coment on this
matter, and | thank you for taking the tine to reflect on
these comrents and to inplement responsible reconmendations
for our future. Thank you to the staff and council nenbers
for your time and opportunity for feedback.

MR PURCE: Thank you all very nuch

Julian Santos and Vi Twyman?

MR SANTOS: (Good afternoon, nmenbers of the
council and staff. M name is Julian Santos. That's J-UL-
|-A-N, SANT-OS. Speaking today on behal f of WAshi ngton

Conservation Action where | serve as the climte and cl ean
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energy senior nmanager. Qur organization has been around for
over 60 years engaging on various issues in the region. And
we are nenbers of the Northwest Energy Coalition and will be
signing onto comments that the coalition will submt soon
enough.

Today, | just want to touch briefly on sonme high-
| evel topics that are particularly inportant to us with
respect to energy. First of all, | want to say thank you
for your hard work and dedication in laying a strong
foundation in the draft plan. W strongly commend the
proposed resource strategy, particularly conmtnent to a
bal anced, diverse portfolio focused on conservation, denmand
response, and renewabl e generation

We al so want to highlight and support the plan's
enphasi s on expandi ng regi onal transm ssion capacity. W
bel i eve that enhancing transm ssion infrastructure is
essential for WAshington's access, cost-effective energy
sources across the region.

However, given that energy supply is increasingly
unlikely to keep pace with grow ng demand due to a nunber of
chal | enges, we strongly urge the council to establish a |oad
managenent forumto proactively address |oad growth and
systemflexibility. This forumcould go a long way to
addressing the concerns that we and nany ot hers have about

data centers.
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Thank you again to the council and staff for your
| eadership and continued efforts toward an affordabl e and
reliable energy future.

M5. TWMAN. My name is Vi Twyman, V-1, T-WY-MA-
N. I'"ma student at the University of Puget Sound in
Tacoma, a student |eader with Save Qur WIld Sal non, and a
rat epayer of Tacoma Power. As a ratepayer and a resident, |
care both about affordable and reliable energy and
supporting sustainabl e and abundant fish popul ati ons.

It's ny hope that the 9th Power Plan can bring us
cl oser to salnon and steel head recovery and hel p us devel op
new cl ean energy sources to neet future denmand. In
finalizing the plan, | encourage the council to prioritize
I mpl ementing the Colunbia Basin Restoration Initiative, new
cl ean energy sources, better transm ssion capacity, and
conservation and demand response prograns.

| woul d especially encourage reducing our reliance
on the Snake -- Snake River dans by creating new clean
energy sources to replace damenergy. Wth the inpacts that
these dams are having on salnmon health with only eight
sockeye adults able to sw mback up the river this year, it
woul d be unrealistic and dishonest to call themclean or
sust ai nabl e.

| urge the council to consider ways we can

decrease our reliance on these dans and al |l ow nore runover
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to protect salnon health. These nethods may include demand
response, expansion of solar and wi nd power, and updating
transm ssion lines to decrease power |oss. These neasures
are both necessary and achi evabl e and woul d nake neani ngf ul
progress both towards sal non and steel head recovery and
ensuring a reliable, affordable energy system

Changi ng the way our hydro power systemis
operated, both to support healthy and abundant sal non and to
advance a noderate and healthy -- or noderate and reliable
electricity systemis a benefit for everybody. Thank you
for -- to the council for giving ne this time and for
consi dering our obligations to our habitats and our
comruni ties.

MR. PURCE: Thank you all very nuch.

Juno Spafford and Brian Rulifson?

Fl oor is yours.

MS. SPAFFORD: Hello. M nane is Juno Spafford.
| live in Seattle and I'ma sal non educator. | graduated
fromSeattle University |ast year with a degree in
environnental studies and a focus on red herring restoration
for salmon recovery in Washington State.

|, like many others here today, amurging you to
prioritize regional salnon recovery goals. This nmeans
i mpl enenting the Colunbia River Basin Restoration Initiative

and new and expanded cl ean energy infrastructure.
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The council -- this council can and should provide
support to Washington State and use the power plan strategy
to replace energy produced by the four | ower Snake River
dans with renewabl e energy and resources. Passive
restoration efforts and a distinct lack of -- of funding
towards interior nonitoring | eaves us 40 years on after the
first major restoration project began in Washington w thout
a single salnon or steel head species recovered to pre-dam
| evel s.

The only way to see success for the Col unbia River
Basin Fish & Wldlife Programis damrenoval and energy
replacenent. | take pride in being a salnon steward and
sal non educator, and I will never be dissuaded from
continuing to teach the inportance of salnon to our
ecosystem and comunities despite the lack of prioritization
of sal mon recovery by the BPA.

| can only hope that the time has finally come for
conservation and energy -- clean energy targets made in
col | aboration with tribal comunities, residents, and
wldlife to be achieved. Thank you

MR, PURCE: Thank you.

MR RULIFSON. H. M name is Brian Rulifson
That's B-RI-A-N, Rulifson, RUL-1-F-SSON. |'"mjust happy
to see in the plan substantial renewables, but the reason

why |'mhere today is because |I'm-- |'m speaking on behal f
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of nyself and ny mnor children where the 2,100 nmegawatts of
natural gas -- and we'd like to see that at zero negawatts.
Some of our concerns were that -- of the cost-effectiveness
of that natural gas capacity has to account for lifecycle
costs.

| also did sone back of the -- these paper
cal cul ations here and -- and came up with an idea of 25
kil otons of carbon per year. And when | -- when | read
that, | -- some of ny children are interested in -- in
history, and | was realizing that that is 21 kil otons was
the yield of the -- | think it was dropped on Nagasaki. So
these are different quantities, but when it cones to
kilotons, then that's what some of us think about.

So once you order these natural gas turbines and
the productions will be cost-effective for decades, but
they're going to emt a |lot of carbon. And we also probably
assume that the gas rates will remain sonewhat steady,
which, in the current climate that we've seen, you know,
geopolitical events, | don't think that there's any -- any
guar antee of that.

' mal so concerned about new corporate |oads in
the formof data centers and planning for that fickle
demand, and |1'd hope that the plan woul d consider thermal
| oadi ng of those |arge corporate |oads on the Col unbia River

and the salnon -- the fish and wldlife. Just balancing the
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flow, by the way, is not enough when the river water is
warmed fromthose |arge corporate |oads for a significant
di stance downstream

So thank you very much for taking time --

MR. PURCE: Thank you all so nuch.

Ri chard Voget and Christina Carpentiere?

Vel come.

MR. VOGET: Rich Voget, RI-CH V-OGET. W
name is Rich Voget. |'ma nenber of Clinmate Sol utions and
Sierra Cub. | want you to filter all your decisions first

through the lens of clinmate change. The worst day of ny
life was when our only child died. | don't want any parent
to experience that grief. Cdimte change kills people. It
Is the very young and the very old who die in heatwaves. So
how can you address the prospect of rapid demand growt h

W t hout accelerating climte change?

To curtail climte change, we need to stop using
fossil fuels and electrify everything. Unfortunately, that
contributes to the demand growth, that addressing the
electrification demand growh by burning fossil fuel to
provide electricity tolimt the effects of burning fossil
fuels is nonsensical. Instead, clean, renewable energy and
battery storage has to be used to neet electrification
demand growt h.

The demand growth fromdata centers can be small.
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Just require to have the centers to provide all their own
renewabl e energy and battery storage and to pay for any
transmssion lines to the grid. Wat right does a data
center have to demand the utilities supply them so nuch
power that it puts the utility at risk of insufficient power
to the comunity during peak | oads.

It's |ike one party guest eating nost of the food
at the party. Data centers have noney. Wy should utility
custoners be stuck with the bill for system upgrade
expenses? There's probably sonme agreenent that utilities
must supply power to all its customers but not when
demandi ng such a large quantity. Peak power backup cannot
be fromfossil fuels or you will be killing people.

|f a data center says it wll provide only 80
percent of their needed energy and will draw the bal ance
fromthe local utility grid, then demand response strategies
need to be absolutely crystal clear. During the utility's
peak demand times, the data center nmust cut their power
usage as nuch as is needed for the utility to avoid a
brownout to their custoners.

Data centers will conplain that it is too
expensive or too slow to use renewabl e energy instead of
fossil fuel. They want to externalize the cost of climte
change onto society and, gee, it's too bad that people die

in clinmate catastrophes. The cost to society is too great
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for themto both get a price break and allow themto use
fossil fuels for power generation.

| will remnd you again that the collateral damage
of using fossil fuels is death. Mbke data centers pay the
full cost of generating their own clean power. Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you very nuch

Christina?

M5. CARPENTIERE: H . |I'mChrista Carpentiere.
That's CHRI-ST-A GARP-E-NT-1-EERE [|I'mChrista
Carpentiere. | live here in Seattle, and | ama huge
outdoor enthusiast. | spend a ot of ny tine outdoors here,
but | get really concerned when | hear about things |ike
heat domes and wildfires, and | sit inside during August and
| can't go outside because it's too hot or too snoky.

So when | think about those sorts of things, |
| ook to our power plant, and the choices we make today wl |
determ ne whether or not these things continue, if they get
worse, if they get better. So | strongly encourage you to
do everything you can to support clean power. Wen | was
reading through the plan, | was very inpressed with how nuch
it did focus on things |ike demand response and renewabl e
energy, and | would say please continue in that vein.

Things |ike transm ssion inprovenents, grid
| nprovenents, anything we can do to make renewabl es nore

supportabl e and make us | ess dependent on gas for our peak
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| oads. Like everyone else, |I find data centers very
concerning. | think, if we do zone for themand we do all ow
them they should have to provide their own energy, and that
shoul d have to be clean energy. They should not be getting
around -- getting around those requirenents by using gas
turbines or something like that.

In the case that they do draw on our power grid,

t hey shoul d have to be responsible for the buildout to
support the transmssion that they will require. Lastly, in
the real m of demand response and conservation, in addition
to things |ike heat punp inprovenments and nodernization,
which is great, | would |ove to see us regionally encourage
more things |ike home solar.

There used to be federal incentives for that, and
it would be great if we -- if we could see |ocal incentives
for that because it doesn't ook Iike much, but it can
really do things |ike peel -- peel sone of that top denand
of f during peak loads, like really hot spells or really cold
spells and kind of help us from having to expand gas
capacity to -- to nmeet that kind of flexible |oad demand.

And t hank you for the chance to address you. And
that's it.

MS. PURCE: Thank you so nuch.

MS. CARPENTI ERE: Thank you.

MR PURCE: Thank you very nuch.
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Rein Attemann and Ben Avery, please?

MR, ATTEMANN:  Hel | o.

MR, PURCE: He, Rein.

MR ATTEMANN. H . Rein Attemann, REI-N AT-T-
E-MA-NN.  And |'mhere serving as the clean water and
sal non programdirector at Washington Conservati on Action.
| echo many -- many, if not all, the conments made
previously. | live in Seattle, and | ama ratepayer for
Puget Sound Energy and Seattle Public Uilities for
electricity.

As a ratepayer, | care about having affordable and
reliable clean energy systenms. A few years ago, we
installed a solar panel systemin order to be nore energy
| ndependent, support renewabl e energy industry, and |essen
our contribution to climate change. | would |like to comend
the work -- the hard work of the council, the staff, and a
w de range of regional stakeholders working to update the
9th Power Plan as well as the Fish & Wldlife Programthat
was adopted earlier this year

The 9th Power Plan is consequential for energy
future. It should also chart a course towards meani ngf ul
sal non and steel head recovery goals and honor our
obligations to uphold treaty -- tribal treaties.

In the final plan, | urge you to -- to be nore

robustly -- excuse me -- in the final plan, | urge you to
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more robustly prioritize regional salnon recovery goals, new
energy, and clean renewabl e energy sources, expand

transm ssion capacity, additional conservation, and demand
response prograns and work on -- and work on inplenmentation
of the Colunbia -- Colunbia Basin Restoration Initiative.

The power plan resource strategy can replace the
700 megawatts produced annually fromthe | ower Snake River
dams, and council should provide technical support and
modeling in partnership with the Washington State to
I ncorporate | ower Snake River dams and energy repl acenment
into our region's future power plans.

The final plan should renove barriers to -- to
necessary transm ssion connections across our four states,
create a | oad nanagenent forum so that the region can
maxi mze future flexibility, and avoid further strains on
our river systens fromdata centers and other |arge-scale
energy users, adopt strong conservation targets, and
encour age region-w de col | aboration to neet these goals,
devel op nodel conservation standards for data centers, and
beef up installations, drive BPA to help regional utilities
to i nplement demand response prograns and noderni ze energy
conservation delivery, and reduce a reliance on natural gas
energy -- energy production buil dout to zero, as sonmebody
said earlier.

So these neasures are necessary and doabl e and
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woul d make meani ngful progress toward sal mon and steel head
recovery and ensure a reliable, affordable energy systemfor
all of us. Thank you for this opportunity, and we'll be
subm tting additional comments.

MR. PURCE: Thank you, Rein.

MR. AVERY: (Good eveni ng.

MR. PURCE: Good evening.

MR. AVERY: M nane is Ben Avery, B-E-N, A-V-E-R-
Y. M nane is Ben Avery. | live in Tw sp, Washington. [|'m
a ratepayer, Ckanogan PUD. |'malso the state director for
the Sierra Cub here in Washington. | also have to say |'m

a proud UPS alum - -

MR. PURCE: Yeah

MR AVERY: -- in particular today. [|I'm
testifying on behalf of our nore than 81,000 members and
supporters statew de.

First, | do want to thank the council, especially
our awesone team from Washi ngton, and the staff for very
sound, professional work on the draft power plan to date.
We support much of what it represents, a diverse portfolio
| ed by renewabl e storage, an enphasis of expandi ng our
transm ssion infrastructure, and a renewed commtnent to
maxi m ze the potential of energy efficiency.

|'mhere to urge three specific enhancenents

before the plan is finalized for the benefit of our rivers,
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our forests, our pocketbooks, and our climate. First and
forenost, please be nore anbitious with regard to denand
response progranms and push Bonneville to lead on this. The
current draft only proposes 599 watts from demand response
by 2032 while nodeling denonstrates a potential for up to 3
times that anount.

We know that |owering energy needs in very finite
periods of peak energy demand, rent some for only a few hour
-- hours of time makes a tremendous difference. That keeps
rates | ow and reduces the anount of new resources we have to
build and critically reduces pressure on the hydro system
and our bel eaguered sal non and steel head popul ations. So
aggressive adoption of tine of rates use -- time of use
rates -- excuse nme -- and curtailment agreements with l[arge
| oad users in particular, like data centers, act like a
power plant when the grid is particularly stressed.

Pl ease adjust the demand response projections
upward and push BPA to lead on this, particularly with rural
utilities. Second, include commtment to convene a regional
| oad managenent forum as nentioned before tonight. CQur
region has a proud history of fitting load to our unique
hydro system but we have these new conplex factors that
deserve significant debate to increase grid flexibility.
Convening a | arge | oad managenment forum under your authority

could rapidly build a regional strategy for conservation,
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demand response, distributed resources, and |arge | oad
flexibility.

Third, make data center flexibility a requirenent,
not an aspiration. W support the proposed nodel
conservation standards proposed in your plan. New |arge
| oads show that they can ranp down, delay tolerant work
when grid emergencies are happening, and make their backup
capacity avail able when the region absolutely needs it.

Flexibility is a resources that -- is the resource
that serves so many goals at once. Thank you for the tine
and for your work to date.

MR. PURCE: Thank you, Ben.

Thank you all.

Any Gondin -- Any Gondin and Kaeli Fertal,
pl ease?

M5. GRONDIN.  Am | first?

MR, PURCE: Yes.

M5. GRONDIN:. My nanme's Any Gondin, A-MY, G as
ingulf, RONDI-N | livein-- Any Gondin. | livein

Port Townsend, Washington, and |'ma ratepayer with
Jefferson PUD, Jefferson County. M husband and | are
commercial fishernen, and as of this week, | have been a
comrercial fisherman for 30 years, which is half of nmy life.
So we rely on -- and we -- ny husband and | rely

on the health of Washington and Oregon sal non popul ations to
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make the living that pays for our nortgage, our mnedical
bills, our taxes, buys the groceries, so nuch nore. And
right now, it's really hard to pay your insurance, so that's
-- we're looking for a new plan on that one. Nothing you
can control .

So sal non are very inportant business partners for
us. Wien we're not catching them we do our best to protect
them and restore the habitat that they need to produce the
next generation that will swmup river and live -- or swm
down river and live their life at sea until they return to
the river as adults to spawn. That's why |'m here today.

This is why, as a ratepayer, | -- | care about
having an affordable, reliable, clean energy systemthat
al so supports strong, sustainable, and abundant fish
popul ations. The 9th Power Plan is inportant for our
region's future and should include a focus on sal non and
st eel head recovery and devel opnent of clean, new energy
sources to neet future denands.

In the final plan, please place a priority of
regi onal sal non recovery goals and the inplenentation of the
Col umbi a Basin Restoration Initiative, clean energy as well
as expanded transm ssion capacity, and additional
conservation and demand response prograns.

| have read that the power plan resource strategy

can repl ace the power produced annually by the four | ower

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

NI R N S o o e i L e o i
aa A~ W N B O © 00O N oo 0o~ W NN+ o

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 07, 2026
101619

52

Snake River dans to the tune of 700 megawatts. Despite al
efforts that have been made to help juvenile sal mon sw m
downstream past these four dans to the ocean and there's
adults back up river to spawn the next generation, these
fish are not recovering.

Pl ease note that the Northwest Power Act requires
BPA to -- to bal ance hydropower benefits with fish and
wildlife protection, and to do so, that the power plan nust
support the Colunbia R ver Basin Restoration Initiative and
the sal non recovery goals. |If you don't know, the -- this
Col umbi a Basin Restoration Initiative brought together al
sorts opinions and needs to try and work a few things out.

The council shoul d provide technical support and
modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate
| oner Snake River dam energy replacenents into our -- our
region's future power. As a fisherman, |'malarnmed by the
fast-paced push to build data centers around Pacific
Nort hwest rivers and fields that farmers should and coul d be
growi ng food on that goes along with the food that -- sal non
that | catch.

| think that people have forgotten that we can't
eat data and that the data centers are conpeting wth
farmers and fishermen and the fish for the water that we
need to nake these things happen. |It's necessary to take

nmeasures -- to make -- to take neasures to nake nore
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meani ngf ul progress towards sal mon and steel head recovery
and ensure reliable, affordable energy system Changing the
hydro -- the way the hydro system powers operate to support
heal t hy and abundant sal non in advance -- in advance of
modern reliable electricity systemis a win-wn for all of
us. Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you very mnuch.

Kael i ?

M5. FERTAL: (Good evening. M name is Kael
Fertal, K-A-E-L-1, F-EER-T-A-L. | live here in Seattle, and

|'mnostly speaking for nyself but ama staff menber with
the Sierra O ub.

|"d |ike to begin by thanking the council and
staff for your decades of |eadership that have hel ped make
the Northwest a national exanple of energy conservation
climate action. As currently witten, the draft 9th Power
Pl an continues much of that innovative policy. The
significant investnent in renewable energy is an inportant
step towards neeting our region's grow ng energy needs. But
|'mhere today to ask you to push harder

As a college student and later, in ny early career
as a marine biologist in the early 2010s, 2030 felt
confortably distant. The clinmate policies we needed to
avoid irreversible tipping points felt anbitious but

achi evabl e. The changes we were witnessing to our
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ecosystens were a warning, not an inevitability. There was
still tine.

Now, it's well over a decade |ater, and just |ast
month, United Nations officially reported that exceeding 1.5
degrees of warmng is unavoidable. The report also nmade
clear that we have the solutions we need but that we aren't
acting with enough urgency, and every fraction of a degree
still matters. It matters imensely. Every bit of warmng
that we can prevent neans fewer lives |ost, |ess ecosystem
damage, and |ess suffering.

That changes how I | ook at a 20-year energy plan
witten in 2026, and | hope it changes how you |l ook at this
plan. | understand that we are grappling wth unprecedented
demand and uncertainty, but the Northwest has never been a
region content to sinply do what's adequate. |'mnot an
expert in energy systems or regional power planning, but you
are. And so ny ask to you is that you use that expertise to
find every opportunity to nmeet our energy needs without
| ocking us into additional fossil fuel infrastructure.

Because while I'mnot an energy expert, as a
scientist turned advocate and avid outdoor recreationist, |
deepl y understand the consequences of continued climate
warmng. |In particular, | urge the council to revisit the
energy conservation and demand response sections to ensure

that we are maxi m zing these resources before turning to new
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generation.

And t hose conservation goals should apply equal ly
across all four states. The draft recognizes that data
centers may be able to provide valuable load flexibility. |
urge you to go further. Power-hungry users |ike data
centers should be required, not only encouraged, to shift or
reduce their operations to alleviate the strain that they're
creating.

They nmust also build the flexibility and capacity
into this plan to replace the energy services of the four
| oner Snake River danms, restoring a free-flow ng | ower Snake
River, and giving our salnmon and steel head a real chance at
recovery is conpatible with a reliable energy system W
have the tools to build a clean, reliable, affordable, and
resilient energy future. The 9th Power Plan should be
ambi tious enough to use themto their full potential. Thank
you so much for your tine.

MR. PURCE: Thank you both very nuch.

Julia Reitan and Tim Sterns? | hope | got that
right.

el cone.

MS. REITAN. Ckay. Hello. M name is Julia
Reitan, J-U-L-1-A R-E-I-T-A-N |'mspeaking as an
I ndi vidual, but | have been associated with the Sierra dub

for many decades.
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And | cared about energy and energy conservation
and efficiency since age six. At that point, ny parents
built a honme in Central Illinois, a standard ranch house of
the day, but ny nother insisted it woul d have passive solar
desi gn, and so she researched how wi de the eaves woul d need
to be in order to block the sun in the sumer and allow it
ininthe winter in our location in Central Illinois.

She asked for so much insulation in our house that
the contractor actually told her, "Lady, nobody puts in, you
know, insulation like that." And for the big w ndows that
faced south, she picked a newfangled invention at the tine,
casement wi ndows that had double -- double glazing. And so
for 60 years now -- over 60 years, | have been able to -- |
have internalized that story of energy conservation and
energy efficiency just being the right thing to do.

|'ve always thought it was cool to live in the
Nort hwest where that is by |aw and by plan, the primary
means to neet our energy needs. And | realize that this 9th
Power Plan is continuing that. The only thing | would do is
encourage you to doubl e down because, even if we do need new
-- new electricity resources, that is still our best option.
And it's just the smart, right thing to do.

A coupl e other comments about the plan. The plan
I's looking at new gas-fired turbines for electrical

generation. And | as understand it, pipelines are at or
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near capacity at this point, the natural gas pipelines. And
bui I di ng I ong, skinny connectors across mles of state is
hard. Let's not waste effort on pipelines that nove fossil
fuel s that you then just got to burn in order to nake
electricity the ol d-fashioned way. Let's build transm ssion
lines that actually carry electricity fromwhere it can be
most cleanly produced to where it's needed.

| urge you to focus nore of the plan on renewabl es
and the conditions to get transm ssion |ines and not
pipelines built. And finally, there is the council's
responsibility to protect fish and wildlife. Fish need
water to flow when they need it, and | urge you to do even
more to require flexibility for fish. Thank you so much.

MR. PURCE: Thank you, Julia.

MR, STEARNS: (Good evening. M name's Tim
Stearns, T-1-M S T-EFA-RNS. | amcurrently a Seattle
Gty Light ratepayer, which | have been since 1984. |
foll owed the power |ines west from Montana because Montana,
at that tine, was slated to have 25 coal plants to keep hot
tubs hot and white wine cold in the Wst. And | thought
there was a better way.

The Northwest power system powered ny
Grandfather's farm but it was al so acconpani ed by m sgui ded
-- msgqguided policies. To obtain electric service, ny

grandfather had to remove four w nd-powered irrigation
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systems. It was ridiculous. 1've been involved in the

Nort hwest Power Act since 1978. As a college student, |
wrote a couple of papers denouncing how foolish it was just
to have blank check to underwite five nunber power plants.

Luckily, we were able to inprove it, but we still
never got it right. | worked nmy whole career to establish
efficiency as a resource, and we've now achi eved 8, 000
megawatts of it. | worked to help pass nodel conservation
standards across the region. | was called a communi st
multiple tines because | advocated two-by-six walls with
I nsulation and -- but we overcame them

We also did some -- sone visionary policies. So |
worked to establish the framework for rooftop sol ar across
the states of Oregon and Washi ngton, including
I nt erconnection, planning, zoning, and siting, and building
standards. |I'msorry to say that council showed little
interest. They didn't think those were cost-effective, but
frankly, it takes the bold to nmake things cost-effective.

And we have done that now, but it was part of a
national effort. So | point that out because there's a | ot
of innovations that need to be included in this plan that
aren't at this point, and | -- ny tine is running, so -- and
| ve worked on sal non issues since the ESA took over in
1991, which never shoul d' ve happened. W did a well on the

efficiency side of the Power Act. W have not done as well
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on the fish side.

W' ve -- many of us have done efforts to inprove
habi tat across the region. But frankly, we have never been
able to fix the hydro system R ght now, the hydro system
-- both the Yakima R ver and the Hanford breach are far nore
productive than the Snake River, which used to carry the
lion's share of it. So | -- | guess | would submt that
rat epayers have always wanted this clean, reliable, and
sust ai nable system And we all believe that we shoul d honor
the treaty rights that we have done. W've tried a |ot of
techno fixes, and we've wasted a [ot of noney. But it's
tine to get on -- on wthit.

| want to close with this. W need to bring
sanity back to the data center conversation. \Wen | worked
for the State of Washington, data centers were al ways
begging us for tax incentives. They were always beggi ng us
for --

MR. PURCE: Thank you.

MR STEARNS: -- transm ssion access. But
everything inside the box, they considered proprietary, and
it was kind of really unfair. It's -- it's time now that we
establish real life conservation standards for water and
el ectricity.

MR. PURCE: Thank you.

MR, STEARNS: Thank you very nuch.
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MR PURCE: W appreciate it.

Tonm Adans and Kat hl een Cal | aghy? Excuse ne. |
hope that's right. (Coughs) Excuse ne. (kay.

M5. ADAMS: I'Il just -- hi.

MR PURCE: H.

MS. ADAMS: (Good evening. M nane is Tomm Adans.
|'"'mhere representing Tonm Adans, and -

MR. PURCE: WII you please state your nane and
spell it for the record?

MS. ADAMS: T-OMMI, ADA-MS. [|'mhere
toni ght because | care deeply about our communities today,
tonorrow, seven years fromnow. | care about our fish and
wildlife and the rise in sovereignty in tribal nations.

Just |ike everyone else here, | first started off
my testinony with why data centers suck. | think we need to
be honest about what kind of growh we are preparing for and
who that growth is serving. The 9th Power Plan identifies
data centers as one of the major uncertainties in the future
electricity demand, and | want to be clear. |'mnot agai nst
pl anning for energy needs. |'m questioning whether we
shoul d build our entire energy system around an industry
whose future growh is so uncertain.

And when data centers are creating such a
significant anmount of uncertainty in our forecast, | think

we shoul d be asking nore than just how do we generate enough
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electricity for them W should al so be asking do we
actually want to plan this nuch of our energy future around
t hem

Who pays for the infrastructures we build? That
question becones even nore inportant when we | ook at what
the 9th Plan is proposing. N ne thousand negawatts of new
renewabl e of generation, five thousand two hundred negawatts
of storage, and two thousand one hundred negawatts of
natural gas. | want to understand how nuch of that is truly
necessary for the Northwest |ong-termneeds and how nuch is
being driven by uncertain future industrial demand.

And when we tal k about building that nuch
generation, storage, and transm ssion, we also have to ask
what those projects nean for the places where they are
built. Are we considering the inpacts on wildlife habitat,
sal mon, rivers, water, land, and the conmunities that |ive
alongside this infrastructure? | talk alittle bit about
hydro operations as well.

But for the sake of tine, let me continue. And
then this transition. Even if we built thousands of
megawatts of renewabl e generation and storage, those
resources don't help if we cannot nove electricity where it
Is needed. So | wanted to know whet her that transition
required by this plan can realistically be permtted and

built and what the inpacts will be on comunities, |and, and

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

NI R N S o o e i L e o i
aa A~ W N B O © 00O N oo 0o~ W NN+ o

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 07, 2026 62
101619

tribal resources.

But ultimately, this brings me to the question |
care about the nost. Wo is accountable for the
consequences of these decisions? The Colunbia River is not
just an electricity resource. |t is an ecosystem a source
of food and culture and a part of the honeland' s and treaty
rights of tribal nations. Tribal nations are not just
st akehol ders. W are sovereign governnents with treaty-
protected rights connected to fish and ot her resources.

Those rights are connected to food, culture,
comunity, and the continuation of tribal life. So as the
9th Power Plan noves fromforecasting into actual decisions
and inplementations, how are tribal treaty rights and tribal
priorities incorporated directly into the planning
framework, and how can we ensure that tribal inputs
continues to shape criteria, nodeling, research decisions,
and projects that come out of this plan, not sinply
conversation around thenf

MR. PURCE: Thank you.

M5. ADAMS: Thank you --

MR PURCE: Thank you very nuch

Kat hl een?

MS. CALLAGHY: Hello, Councilmenbers. M nane is
Kat hl eeen Cal | aghy, K-A-T-H L-E-E-N, CGA-L-L-AGHY. | am

t he canpai gn manager for the Col unbia Snake River canpaign,
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but today | am speaking just on my own behalf as a Seattle
resident and ratepayer of Seattle City Light.

| think you' ve probably heard all the technical
comments you need at -- by this point to create an even
better plan than the one that is on the table, so |'mgoing
totalk alittle bit nore about val ue just because,
ultimately, | think that this plan is a statement of val ues.
It's a statement of what we prioritize going forward into
our future.

Speaking of the future, | was born in 1984, and if
-- by that point, scientists had been ringing the bells
about climte change for about 20 years, and it still hadn't
entered the public consciousness. |'mgoing to be 42 next
month, and here we are with gl obal tenperatures having risen
1.5 percent, 5 percent of our ice cap's gone, and now we're
inthis roomtrying to figure out how to generate enough
energy to survive the hottest sumrers on record with air
condi tioning.

| hate these choices. I don't like it at all. |
was one of those kids, and now |' mone of those adults. And
' mgoing to hopefully live |ong enough to see the
consequences of the choices that are nade in this room
today. So briefly touching on those, it's a good mx right
now, the power mx. |t can be better, and | think we do it

wi t hout goi ng backwards by adding natural gas. | don't
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think we need it.

This region -- and then | also think that we need
to, as much as possible, add new renewabl es and reduce
pressure on the hydro system That system harns fish
Harm ng fish harns people, as you' ve heard adequately today.
And |'m-- having a diverse energy mx is sinply smart, and
I'mfrankly perpl exed why Bonneville Power has made it so
hard for its custonmers to seek other renewables in their
provi der-of - choi ce contracts.

If Al data centers are going to use power in the
Nort hwest, not only should they provide it thenselves from
cl ean energy, but that processing power had better be going
towards curing breast cancer, not to generating deep-fake
videos or to sell ne nore stuff online. So we need to
regul ate those as much as possible.

Vice Chair Purce, you've spoken in the past about
the inportance of denocratic process. Let's denocratize
energy, get those to, you know, demand response on. Let
peopl e coupon save as nuch as possible by using |ess energy.
G ve that power back to them

And lastly, | ask the council to seriously
consi der assisting Washington State in its nodeling to -- on
how to replace the energy of the |ower -- [ower Snake River
dans. We should not be afraid of information, and you guys

have the credibility and the expertise to nake that happen.
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Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you so nuch.

Shannon Presser and M chael Shurgot?

Wel cone, y'all. Al right.

Shannon?

MS. PRESSLER: M nane is Shannon Pressler, S-HA-
NNON P-RESSL-E-R ['mthe Washington clean energy
policy manager with Climate Solutions. | live here in
Seattle, and | ama Seattle Gty Light ratepayer

The draft 9th Power Plan cones at a very inportant
tinme in our region's energy system UWilities across O egon
and Washington are working to conply with state cl ean energy
mandates. Data center proposals are flooding the region.
In Oregon, data centers already account for alnost a quarter
of annual statewi de electricity demand. And we're entering
into an era of substantial |oad growh for the first tine in
decades, all while our hydroelectric systemis operating at
historic | ows due to clinmate change.

The draft plan acknow edges this new reality and
provi des foundational direction for BPA and utilities
regi onwi de for how to approach resource planning. And
Cimate Solutions believes that the underlying strategy in
the plan is for conprehensive and bal anced. W're very
pl eased to see the council recomending a mx of new, nostly

renewabl e generation resources, conservation, and demand
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response, and storage to neet our region's needs.

However, we do see opportunities to go further and
strengthen the plan in a way that better positions us to
reduce harnful greenhouse gas em ssions fromour electricity
system pronote long-termaffordability, and provide nore
benefits to residents and ratepayers.

First, our region needs a nore aggressive demand
response target. Demand response provides inmmense value to
the grid in reducing peak | oad across the system and
therefore reducing the need for very dirty, very expensive
peak generation dispatch. And |ooking ahead to a future
where we expect to need significantly nore capacity to neet
growi ng demand, it is critical we pursue as nuch demand
response as possible.

Second, we shoul d approach recommendations for new
natural gas with extrene caution. Beyond Washington State's
mandate to elimnate fossil fuels fromour grid, natural gas
carries inherent and unique reliability and affordability
ri sks. Fuel prices are incredibly volatile and many najor
forecasts indicate that fuel prices could double between now
and 2035, and those costs ultimately fall to ratepayers.

And as noted in the draft plan, existing pipeline
capacity is highly constrained, and buil ding new pipelines
will be both incredibly expensive and face a lot of public

opposition. Natural gas infrastructure is also liable to
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outages in tinmes of extreme weather as we experienced during
the 2024 MLK weekend col d snap in the Pacific Northwest.

And so the council shoul d seek nore aggressive renewabl e
storage, conservation, and denand response targets to reduce
dependency on natural gas a seasonal peaking resource.

And third and last, Cimte Solutions agrees with
the council that planning for data center load growth is
very inportant, but data center interconnections are still
hi ghly specul ative. And we, in Washington, are acutely
aware of the risks of overbuilding new resources to neet
| oad that does not show up, and so we woul d caution agai nst
planning for a high data center |oad growth scenario.

And data centers can and should be flexible, and
we urge the council to include and expand demand response
targets for data centers. They have a massive inpact on
expected load growh for the region, they're willing to pay
for infrastructure, and they do have the ability to be
flexible. Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you very mnuch.

M chael ?

MR, SHURGOT: Yes. Thank you.

Good afternoon. And thank you for -- sorry
(clears throat) -- for this opportunity to speak. | am
Mchael, MI-CGHA-E-L, Shurgot, SHURGOT -- GOT.
(Cears throat) sorry. Asthma.
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| live in Seattle, and | appear today as a
representative of Snake River Savers, an environnmental group
dedicated to the renoval of four danms on the | ower Snake
River. You are all famliar with the nunerous technical
| ssues that NPPC (sic) nust consider when attenpting to
bal ance what may appear to be the irreconcil abl e needs of
power generation and conservation.

Your very title enphasizes this dichotony. Wile
| recogni ze that energy needs are liable to rise
substantially in the next 10 years and that neeting those
energy needs is essential to the region's econonmc future, |
urge you to include in your final plan the need to renove
the four danms on the | ower Snake River.

The one damthat generates electricity produces
| ess than three percent of the region's energy needs, and
this percentage is not going to rise. Meanwhile, the Snake
River is dying. In fact, it is nolonger ariver. It's a
series of overheated, polluted, stagnate |akes where fish
die. | have participated in the last two flotillas on the
Snake River organized by Native American |eaders, and | can
testify to the illness of the river, a visual synbol of
which is a toxic algae bloomfor at |east the second
consecutive sunmer.

Even though President Trunp detonated the Col unbi a

Basi n agreenent that six sovereign nations and Oregon and
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Washi ngton crafted during the Biden Adm nistration, thus
negating all conservation efforts, we in the Pacific

Nort hwest and our political |eaders and governing bodies,
such as NPCC, nust nonethel ess work towards maintaining that
bal ance between energy generation and environnent al
conservation.

And as NPCC noves forward on its stated goal of
five mllion returning fish in the Colunbia Basin, | urge
you to mandate a large spill over the Colunbia R ver dans
annual |y through August 31 to urge Bonneville Power to neet
Its conservation obligations and to reinvigorate planning
for -- for the rebirth of Snake River as a river.

| conclude with the wise words of Al do Leopold.
"Athing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity,
stability, and beauty of the biotic comunity. It is wong
when it tends otherwise.”" The four dans on the | ower Snake
Ri ver obviously tend ot herw se. Thank you.

MR. PURCE: Thank you very mnuch.

And our last individual signup is Vera Schoepe.

Vera, come on up. Wl cone.

MS. SCHCEPE: Hello. M name is Vera, SCHOE-
P-E. In the past few years, | have had the honor and
opportunity to support tribal |and ecol ogical restoration
and biocultural heritage canpaigns |ed by the Nez Perce,

Pal ouse, Wanapum Yakama, Lani, and \Walla Wl la nations.
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That has led me to conduct research in sustainability, water
resilience, and the value placed in ancestral comunity
engagenment when devel opi ng aut hentic sustai nabl e energy

syst ens.

There are currently 31 dans in the Colunbia River
systens operations, which the Northwest Power and
Conservation Council oversees. Thank you for doing that.
The | ower Snake R ver dans produce only about an average of
600, 700 negawatts despite their naneplate capacity of 3,000
megawat t s.

Since they are allotted 3,000 negawatts in BPA's
transm ssion queue, they are taking up limted and vital
space that far exceeds the actual contribution. This 3,000
megawatts could be allotted and better utilized with nore
| ocal i zed renewabl e energy sources |ike wind, solar, and
storage. Gven ny experience in ecology organizing with
I ndi genous | eaders and Central \Washington farm workers, | am
very concerned about water resilience and hope that energy
planning is devel oped by centering water energy nexus and
strategizing to prevent inpact on whol e ecosystem heal th,
especially farmng comunities including sone popul ations.

| strongly urge you to create |egally binding
gui delines that ensure that power devel opnment and site
sel ection cannot be designated without consent and feedback

fromtribes in our bioregion. During nmy review of draft --

NAFEGFELTI|(800) 528-3335

DEPOSITION & TRIAL | NAEGELIUSA.COM



http://www.NaegeliUSA.com

© 00 N o o A W DN PP

NI R N S o o e i L e o i
aa A~ W N B O © 00O N oo 0o~ W NN+ o

HEARI NG HEARI NG Cct ober 07, 2026 71
101619

no. During your review of the draft -- I'msorry -- please
consi der legally demanding that this whole ecosystem
managenent strategies are put into place before building of
t hose pl ans happen.

That's key for climate resilience planning,
especially in connection with data centers, which are often
quoted, but we don't know, between 30 to 40 percent
electricity usage and water usage. This is vital for farm
wor kers but al so indigenous | eaders. | hope you can require
t hose environmental inpact reports that center soci oeconom c
I npact and al so that take into account the east/west
I nequi ty happeni ng regarding water resilience, health, and
energy inequity.

| would like to thank you for your work and al so
take a nonment to say the last time | was down the | ower
Snake, the water was really thick with al gae and also really
hot. The juvenile birches are not working, so we're really
t al ki ng about keystone species such as sal non but al so
southern residents that rely on our action to protect water
for farmworkers but also tribal [eaders, salnon southern
residents, but also ourselves who live in this bioregion.
Thank you so much for this tine.

MR. PURCE: Thank you so nuch.

Do we have any nore on the list? GCkay. W're --

we're at the end, and we are scheduled to be here through
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6:00 o' clock. | have -- | think -- | would very nmuch Iike
to offer an opportunity if someone had sonething el se beyond
what they have already stated to have a period of tine. But
say two mnutes if they would [ike to finish sonething if
they haven't conpleted. |If they would raise their hand, and
we woul d handle it that way. We'll be here to wait through
the -- until we're here at 6:00 o'clock. But if there's
anything that someone thinks is critical that they didn't
have an opportunity to say, we want to afford that
opportunity. W really appreciate -- we -- yeah.

Ckay. Well, why don't we take a pause for --
we'll take a -- a five-mnute pause, and if you feel |ike
you want to say sonething further, you can sign up with your
name and you can conme up, okay? We'Il take a break.

MR. GOLDEN. And we'll hang out in the --

MR PURCE: And we'll hang out. We'Il be here.
Thank you all so nuch.

(WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.)

MR. PURCE: And we want to officially bring this
hearing to the close of this power council. And thank you
all for comng and testifying and be a part of this very
| mportant denocratic process. W really, really appreciate
everybody. Thank you very nuch.

(WHEREUPON, t he PUBLI C HEARI NG concl uded at 6: 00

p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, Zeljko Msic, do hereby certify that | reported al
proceedi ngs adduced in the foregoing matter and that the
foregoing transcript pages constitutes a full, true and
accurate record of said proceedings to the best of ny

ability.

| further certify that | amneither related to counse
or any party to the proceedings nor have any interest in the

out come of the proceedings.

I N WTNESS HEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand this
22nd day of Cctober, 2026.

Zeljko Msic, Certificate No. 5256
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		111						LN		5		6		false		         6  have three minutes for the presentation.  We'll let you know				false

		112						LN		5		7		false		         7  -- we'll go through that procedure here in a moment.  I want				false

		113						LN		5		8		false		         8  to also recognize Kym Buzdygon.				false

		114						LN		5		9		false		         9            Kym, would you stand up for me to --				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		        10            She's our director of our division of public				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		        11  affairs with us tonight from Portland.  John Shurts, our --				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		        12  from our legal division heads that up.				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		        13            John, thank you for being here.				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		        14            And I want to make sure that -- I want to say				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		        15  thank you to all of our other staff that are here that will				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		        16  be supporting us this evening.  You've met some as you've				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		        17  come in the room.  This is an opportunity to have active				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		        18  participation in this work.				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		        19            I also want to thank Zel Misic, our public				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		        20  recorder, tonight.  When you come up, we would like you to				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		        21  make sure you spell your name and -- so we have that for the				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		        22  record.  We want to thank Zel for being here and supporting				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		        23  us tonight.				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		        24            MR. MISIC:  Thank you.				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		        25            MR. PURCE:  Kevin Smit, who is the senior staff				false
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		132						LN		6		1		false		         1  member in our power division will make a presentation in a				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		         2  few minutes to give you an -- an idea of the overview of				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		         3  this meeting itself.  But at this time, I'd like to read a				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		         4  public statement regarding the power plan for you.				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		         5            For the record, "the Northwest Power Act of 1980				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		         6  directs the council to develop a regional conservation -- an				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		         7  electric power plan and to review that plan every five				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		         8  years.  The council's current power plan is the 8th Plan,				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		         9  also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan.  The council is now				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		        10  engaged in its latest five-year power plan review.				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		        11            "The council releases the -- released the draft				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		        12  9th Northwest Plan in mid-August for public review and				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		        13  comment.  For more information, including the text of the				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		        14  draft plan and technical appendices, please visit the				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		        15  council's website at mwcouncil.org.  The council will be				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		        16  accepting comments on the -- on the -- on the 9th Power Plan				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		        17  through October 16 of 2026.				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		        18            "The Act also requires that the council hold				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		        19  public hearings in every state represented by the council,				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		        20  which includes Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington.  The				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		        21  full schedule of hearings can be found online."				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		        22            I would like to encourage everyone who is				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		        23  interested in commenting to please sign up on one of the				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		        24  sheets located at the back of the room.  We had -- you've --				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		        25  I've introduced the court reporter who will be in attendance				false
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		158						LN		7		1		false		         1  here to do that recording.  You may also leave written				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		         2  comments on the staff -- for the staff members today or				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		         3  submit comments online.  Instructions for submitting				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		         4  comments online can be found on the council's website.				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		         5            All comments received will be carefully considered				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		         6  by the council in making its final decision to approve the				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		         7  9th Northwest Power Plan.  The council expects to make a				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		         8  final decision on the plan by the end of this year or in				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		         9  early 2027.  Thank you very much.				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		        10            At this time, I would like to call on Kevin to				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		        11  give us an overview of the plan before we go into public				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		        12  hearing.  And thank you all very, very much for being here.				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		        13            MR. SMIT:  Great.  Thank you very much, Member				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		        14  Purce, and thank you for that.  And good -- good evening,				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		        15  and I'd like to extend my welcome as well.  My name is Kevin				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		        16  Smit.  I'm the manager of power planning resources at the				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		        17  council.  I'm going to give you just a brief overview of the				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		        18  council and then -- and then the power plan, and then we'll				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		        19  go right into the comment.				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		        20            So who we are?  Most of this was covered already				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		        21  in the followed statement, but again we were organized in				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		        22  1980 to give the region a -- a greater voice in energy and				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		        23  protecting fish and wildlife.  The council is governed by				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		        24  two members that -- of -- of each of the four states that				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		        25  were mentioned:  Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, and				false
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		184						LN		8		1		false		         1  each state appoints two councilmembers.  So we have a total				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		         2  of eight council members, again two from each state.				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		         3            The Act requires that this interstate council				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		         4  develop, with broad public participation -- that's part of				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		         5  this process -- the regional plan -- power plan and also a				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		         6  Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Program.  And then				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		         7  specifically to Bonneville, they have the legal				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		         8  responsibilities under the Act to acquire resource				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		         9  consistent with the council's plan.  And you can see the map				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		        10  there of -- of the region.				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		        11            Just a -- a brief touch on the fish and wildlife				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		        12  program.  This was actually completed in June of this year,				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		        13  and the fish and wildlife program actually becomes part of				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		        14  the power plan at -- when we release the plan here in -- in				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		        15  the -- later this year.  And so, you know, the -- the				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		        16  priority, you know, of the current fish and wildlife program				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		        17  is, you know, keep the water moving for the fish at critical				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		        18  times while still meeting the critical power needs.  That's				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		        19  kind of our role in balancing those energy and fish needs.				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		        20            So power planning.  What -- what is it that we do?				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		        21  You see those words in bold there, and those are words we				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		        22  repeat often.  Our goal is -- is -- and requirement is to				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		        23  ensure an adequate, efficient, economical, and reliable				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		        24  power supply for the Northwest.  And as -- as mentioned, we				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		        25  update this every five years, and the plans provide a				false
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		210						LN		9		1		false		         1  blueprint for what resources --- what generating and -- and				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		         2  demand-side resources are needed for the region.				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		         3            So at a high level, what do we do?  We say, well,				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		         4  what is the capability of the system today.  What resources				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		         5  do we have, and -- and what are the needs?  How much energy				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		         6  might we need in the future?  So our load forecast.  You				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		         7  know, what -- which -- which is a tricky thing these days,				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		         8  you know.  We got -- I'll -- I'll get into that later, but				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		         9  our loads are growing fast.  And so how do we know what				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		        10  needs we'll have in the future?				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		        11            And then what is the least cost and least risk way				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		        12  to meet those future needs while being mindful of existing				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		        13  system capabilities, hydropower operations that benefit fish				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		        14  and environmental qualities?  There's other pieces that we				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		        15  have to take into account as we're doing all this.				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		        16            So a few key takeaways of the draft plan -- power				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		        17  plan.  So load growth I mentioned already driven by data				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		        18  centers and electrification.  Those two things are				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		        19  relatively new since the last time we did this plan, and				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		        20  there's a lot of load growth that we perceive coming on the				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		        21  system.  It's also hard to -- to forecast, right, with data				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		        22  centers.				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		        23            Are there going to be a lot of them?  Are there				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		        24  going to be a few of them?  So we have to account for all of				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		        25  that.  That gets into this uncertainty and risk, right?  We				false
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		236						LN		10		1		false		         1  account for a comprehensive range of future uncertainty				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		         2  around the loads, future weather conditions.  You've heard				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		         3  of the heat domes and the -- you know, the -- the really				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		         4  cold spells we've had.  We account for all those -- those				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		         5  things as -- as -- along with climate change and those				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		         6  things in our -- in our uncertainty and risk analysis.				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		         7            And the draft plan includes a cost-effective				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		         8  regional resource portfolio that has a suite of resources to				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		         9  -- that need to be added to the grid to meet those future				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		        10  needs, and I'll show you those in just a moment.				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		        11            And so what's next, the -- the plan is an open				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		        12  process.  We've had advisory committee meetings -- a lot of				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		        13  them along the way.  Now, we're doing these public comments,				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		        14  and these are all important parts of the process.  And, you				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		        15  know, our councilmembers take all this in, and even tonight,				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		        16  all the -- the -- the other six who aren't here will -- will				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		        17  hear all your comments and take those into account, you				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		        18  know, as they make the final decisions on the power plan.				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		        19            So the proposed resource strategy.  This is kind				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		        20  of the core of the plan.  There's a lot of pieces to it, but				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		        21  the core is this resource strategy that I talked about.  So				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		        22  first of all, demand-side resources like conservation.  They				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		        23  provide energy and capacity and minimize the need to build				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		        24  out transmissions.  So the more conservation we can -- we				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		        25  can add to reduce the existing loads, the fewer resources we				false
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		262						LN		11		1		false		         1  need to -- we need to build.				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		         2            Renewables are a big part of this strategy				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		         3  combined with storage -- battery storage, especially				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		         4  providing this energy and capacity while meeting between				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		         5  policy goals.  There's some natural gas.  Some new natural				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		         6  gas provides energy to the system at times of low water.				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		         7  And these resources are supported by a suite of other				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		         8  recommendations as I eluded to earlier.  You can read all				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		         9  about that in the plan but things that address transmission,				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		        10  permitting data center integration, and a lot more of -- of				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		        11  the hot topics you've heard about.				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		        12            You can see the table on the right there.  We're				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		        13  recommending about just over 1,000 average megawatts of				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		        14  conservation.  And we see strong signals -- locational				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		        15  values of conservation in this plan.  Our -- our modeling				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		        16  has expanded so that we can sort of show different signals				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		        17  in different parts of the region.  And so we've -- we				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		        18  propose to divide this conservation resource into two for				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		        19  Oregon and Washington which has a higher value because of				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		        20  more limited transmission and -- and a number of other				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		        21  things, and then a -- a -- a separate target for Idaho and				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		        22  Montana which has a lower -- a bit lower value for				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		        23  conservation.				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		        24            And then you see demand response, 590.  I don't				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		        25  need to read all these, but -- but, you know, a large				false
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		288						LN		12		1		false		         1  amount, 9,000 megawatts of renewables, and a lot of that is				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		         2  coupled with this battery storage.  So -- and then 2,100				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		         3  megawatts of natural gas.  So that's the core of the				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		         4  resource strategy, and that's -- you know, we've been				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		         5  receiving a lot of comments already on various parts of				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		         6  this.				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		         7            The plan also has very specific recommendations to				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		         8  Bonneville.  The council's plan provides guidance for the				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		         9  whole region, all the entities in the region, the investor				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		        10  and utilities as well.  But it has direct legal connection				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		        11  to Bonneville as the power marketer is to borrow resources				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		        12  that it determines to be consistent with the current power				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		        13  plan.				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		        14            And so the -- the draft plan recommends Bonneville				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		        15  acquire a share of the recommended conservation and to				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		        16  support its customers in acquiring other demand-side				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		        17  resources, like demand response.  And also, if it needs				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		        18  energy beyond the conservation to acquire renewables to --				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		        19  to meet those needs, we need -- (clears throat) excuse me --				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		        20  to assess the cost effectiveness between storage and natural				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		        21  gas if there is a capacity.				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		        22            Now, beyond the resource strategies, just a couple				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		        23  points.  We speak to a lot of things in the plan.  We don't				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		        24  actually do transmission planning, but -- but we have to				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		        25  account for that in our plan.  What is the transmission				false
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		314						LN		13		1		false		         1  system?  What is being built?  What is not being built?  And				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		         2  we do account for that.				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		         3            Also, with permitting and siting, we have to				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		         4  account for where can resources be permitted and sited.  You				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		         5  know, we know certain -- certain resources can be built in				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		         6  certain areas and -- and not in others.  And so we do				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		         7  account for all of that.  We don't specify that as a product				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		         8  of our plan, but we have to account for that.				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		         9            And then we don't set electricity rates, and we				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		        10  don't make decisions around resource retirement, so those				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		        11  are just a couple things that -- that we don't -- we don't				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		        12  do and don't come out of a plan.				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		        13            So yeah.  We're about ready now to get into your				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		        14  comments.  If you haven't signed up, this is repeat.  Please				false
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		330						LN		13		17		false		        17            If you have questions, you can see around you some				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		        18  -- and you met some on the way in.  Be courteous to				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		        19  councilmember staff and other people in the room.  Be				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		        20  courteous to each other, please.  Keep it brief and on				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		        21  topic.  We're going to do three minutes each.  If there's				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		        22  time left at the end, you may have time to come back, but				false
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		340						LN		14		1		false		         1  Your -- your comments will become part of the official				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		         2  public record.  And if you've brought a written copy, that's				false
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		343						LN		14		4		false		         4  reporter, and that helps us --				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		         5            Who's collecting those?  There's a staff member.				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		         6  Joe is in the back.  He'll -- he'll help collect those and				false
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		348						LN		14		9		false		         9  code.  Nwcouncil.org.  That was mentioned earlier.  Feel				false
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		356						LN		14		17		false		        17            MR. SMIT:  Whoops.  Okay.  So yeah.  Please state				false
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		358						LN		14		19		false		        19  court reporter, and then Member Purce will -- will call you				false
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		361						LN		14		22		false		        22            MR. PURCE:  Kevin, thank you so much.				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		        23            And thank you all again.  I'd like to start by				false
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		370						LN		15		5		false		         5            MR. ADAMS:  Thank you for the opportunity.  Peter				false
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		372						LN		15		7		false		         7  and my house is supplied with energy by Sno -- Sno PUD.				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		         8  Data centers are straining electric grids and water supplies				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		         9  all across the country.  This is four states and utilities				false
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		376						LN		15		11		false		        11  generation while also considering keeping old coal and gas				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		        12  plants online instead of investing in new, low-cost, clean				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		        13  energy.				false
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		387						LN		15		22		false		        22  these facilities.  Washington State is in a drought.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		        23  Electricity from our hydroelectric dams may be reduced due				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		        24  to our very limited snowpack this year.  Salmon are already				false
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		399						LN		16		8		false		         8  costs.				false
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		402						LN		16		11		false		        11  efficiency, and demand response to meet any new electricity				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		        12  demand.  This will help reduce pollution and will also				false
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		415						LN		16		24		false		        24  centers.  Their profits are obscene.  They can afford the				false
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		420						LN		17		3		false		         3  Washingtonians with rising energy bills while increasing				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		         4  harmful pollution from expensive coal and gas-fired power				false
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		423						LN		17		6		false		         6  and support clean energy solutions instead of allowing				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		         7  utilities and big corporations to double down on fossil				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		         8  fuels that will burden our communities for decades to come.				false
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		449						LN		18		6		false		         6  stronger regulations and huge lawsuits against fossil fuel				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		         7  companies creating higher costs for gas.  Meanwhile,				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		         8  renewables and batteries are getting cheaper by the year.				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		         9  BPA must not invest in gas plants that will increase in cost				false
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		466						LN		18		23		false		        23  goes bust.  And lastly, the salmon.  I refuse to eat salmon				false
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		475						LN		19		6		false		         6            MR. ORTMAN:  Thank you.  My name is David E.				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		         7  Ortman.  That's D-A-V-I-D, middle initial E, O-R-T-M-A-N.				false
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		697						LN		27		20		false		        20  habitats.  Restoration of the lower Snake River gives us a				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		        21  big bang for our buck in Columbia Basin fish recovery.				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		        22            Back to the power plant.  It must support the				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		        23  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative and regional salmon				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		        24  recovery goals.  The council should provide technical				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		        25  support and modeling in partnership with Washington State to				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		         1  incorporate lower Snake River dams, energy replacement into				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		         2  our region's future power plants.  Thank you for this				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		         3  opportunity to speak with you today.				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		         4            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much.				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		         5            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Hi.  My name is Paul Zemtzov, P-A-U-				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		         6  L, Z-E-M-T-Z-O-V.  And I'm pretty much representing myself,				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		         7  though I am a member of the Sierra Club.				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		         8            I thank the staff at Northwest Power Conservation				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		         9  Council for assembling a detailed and all-encompassing plan				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		        10  for our future energy needs.  I've had the privilege of				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		        11  working with friends and neighbors in installing a community				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		        12  solar ray of 37 kilowatts capacity.  Admittedly, a small				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		        13  amount, but every bit helps.				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Could you pull that mic just a little				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		        15  bit closer?				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		        16            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Sure.				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks.				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		        18            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Sorry.  Can you hear me now?				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		        19            MR. GOLDEN:  That's good.				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		        20            MR. ZEMTZOV:  All right.				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		        21            From this experience, I've learned -- I have				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		        22  learned that we, in our community, do understand that				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		        23  climate change is real and we support reducing these natural				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		        24  gas source of carbon pollution.  In this regard, I urge the				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		        25  council in their recommendations to reconsider Resolution 1				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		         1  regarding natural gas.  Why, I ask, should Res 1 recommend				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		         2  that 2,100 megawatts of new natural gas capacity be added by				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		         3  2032?				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		         4            I argue that no new natural gas capacity should be				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		         5  added and, in -- in addition, we would reduce existing use				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		         6  of natural gas throughout the Northwest.  Why can more				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		         7  capacity not be provided by batteries plus renewables?				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		         8  Amazing progress has been made in battery storage,				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		         9  lengthening duration time up to six or even eight hours.				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		        10  Battery technology easily helps voltage regulation load				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		        11  balancing and other services supplied by gas plants.				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		        12            Additionally, when coupled with renewables such as				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		        13  wind or sun, plenty of dependable round-the-clock power can				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		        14  be created.  I realize that resource retirement is not				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		        15  within your purview, but there are also aging gas plants to				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		        16  be retired.  About 2,400 megawatts capacity of gas plants				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		        17  were built in the 1980s and 1990s.  Gas plants have useful				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		        18  life of 25 to 35 years.  These ancient facilities can be				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		        19  replaced with renewables, batteries, and other emerging				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		        20  technologies.				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		        21            As of 2021 in the Northwest, natural gas produced				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		        22  about 15 percent of total electricity.  It is not				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		        23  unreasonable to reduce this percentage by half by 2046.  I				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		        24  urge the council to review this aspect of the plan.  Be bold				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		        25  and ambitious in reducing all use of carbon-emitting natural				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		         1  gas.  Future generations will thank you.				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		         2            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much.				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		         3            Don Miller and Connie Voget?  Welcome up.  And I				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		         4  want to encourage you to pull that mic up close to make sure				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		         5  we're able to hear you.  Welcome, Connie.				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		         6            MS. VOGET:  Thank you.				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		         7            MR. MILLER:  Hello.  My name is Don, D-O-N,				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		         8  Miller, M-I-L-L-E-R.  And I am a PUD customer in Rural				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		         9  Snohomish County.  I would like to thank the council for the				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		        10  detailed and what I consider well-focused draft power plan.				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		        11  That said, I think, given that we've had several consecutive				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		        12  years of low snowpack with more projected and that climate				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		        13  projections have unfortunately a habit of reaching us before				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		        14  their predicted date, that even a greater emphasis needs to				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		        15  be given on development of non-hydro renewable energy and				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		        16  battery storage.				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		        17            I ask the council also to take a look at -- a				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		        18  discerning look at the energy demands for new data centers.				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		        19  On one hand, we hear claims that we could have solar panels				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		        20  in space and problem solved.  And on the other hand, we see				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		        21  data centers being energized with gas-powered plants.  Will				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		        22  the data centers be benefiting the people of this region, or				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		        23  will they be enriching billionaires and trillionaires trying				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		        24  to compete with one another for dominance in the AI				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		        25  industry, dominance at the expense of our local communities				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		         1  and Northwest environment?				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		         2            It would be perplexing to expect power consumers				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		         3  to engage in demand response as energy flowed to unfavorable				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		         4  data centers.  There is a need for additional voices and				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		         5  leadership in the realm of data centers, and I look to the				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		         6  council to realize further leadership in this arena.				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		         7            The work put forth in the North -- or excuse me --				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		         8  the 9th draft power plan demonstrates council's ability to				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		         9  provide critical analysis at this juncture, and I encourage				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		        10  you to reach even deeper into that analysis further				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		        11  promoting energy development that increases diversification,				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		        12  decrease -- decreases reliance on hydropower, and ensures				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		        13  benefits to our local communities and our Northwest				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		        14  environment.  Thank you.				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		        15            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much.				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		        16            MS. VOGET:  Connie Voget, C-O-N-N-I-E, V-O-G-E-T.				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		        17  Good afternoon.  I live in Seattle, and I am a member of the				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		        18  Green Team at Keystone United Church of Christ.  We are				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		        19  committed to care of the planet and social justice.  Our				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		        20  members advocate for clean energy in addition to other --				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		        21  taking other actions.				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		        22            I appreciate the council's plans for meeting				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		        23  regional electricity demand from its beginnings in 1983				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		        24  following the historic planning failure of the Washington				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		        25  public power supply system.  I appreciate the council's work				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		         1  and mandate to protect fish and wildlife impacted by hydro.				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		         2  Now we are in another historic moment when the council with				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		         3  the 9th Power Plan tackles the challenge of the expected,				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		         4  unprecedented increase in electricity demand in the near				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		         5  term, mostly from data centers, although there's a large				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		         6  uncertainty as you mentioned.				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		         7            I appreciate the sophistication and thoroughness				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		         8  of the analysis, also that this plan's package contains				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		         9  mostly renewables, conservation, and storage for resiliency,				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		        10  reliability, and cost-effectiveness.  And I appreciate the				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		        11  opportunity to advocate for a modification.  I urge the				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		        12  council to reconsider the recommendation on page 100 for				false

		820						LN		32		13		false		        13  2,100 megawatts of new natural gas for the 2027 to 2032				false

		821						LN		32		14		false		        14  period.				false

		822						LN		32		15		false		        15            The cost of gas infrastructure has escalated since				false

		823						LN		32		16		false		        16  the draft was written, doubling for combined cycle plants,				false

		824						LN		32		17		false		        17  increasing less but still significantly for peakers.  I urge				false

		825						LN		32		18		false		        18  the council to enable renewables to displace new gas by				false

		826						LN		32		19		false		        19  recommending more high-voltage transmission capacity and				false

		827						LN		32		20		false		        20  more transmission expansion.				false

		828						LN		32		21		false		        21            Also, I'm recommending more demand response,				false

		829						LN		32		22		false		        22  especially for data centers.  I urge the council to				false

		830						LN		32		23		false		        23  prioritize the recommendation on page 108 to assess whether				false

		831						LN		32		24		false		        24  storage or natural gas is more effective for meeting				false

		832						LN		32		25		false		        25  capacity need.  An additional benefit of storage is that				false
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		834						LN		33		1		false		         1  batteries located along hydro plants can enhance hydro				false

		835						LN		33		2		false		         2  flexibility, protecting fish.				false

		836						LN		33		3		false		         3            In conclusion, I believe the 9th Power Plan can				false

		837						LN		33		4		false		         4  get us closer to the clean energy future we need, especially				false

		838						LN		33		5		false		         5  with this and other modifications that I know other				false

		839						LN		33		6		false		         6  advocates for clean energy are proposing.  Thank you.				false

		840						LN		33		7		false		         7            MR. PURCE:  Thank you so much, y'all.				false

		841						LN		33		8		false		         8            Reggie Westgate and George Slaats?				false

		842						LN		33		9		false		         9            MR. WESTGATE:  Hello.  My name is Reggie Westgate,				false

		843						LN		33		10		false		        10  R-E-G-G-I-E, W-E-S-T-G-A-T-E.  I'm from Tacoma, Washington				false

		844						LN		33		11		false		        11  and a ratepayer with Tacoma Power.  I'm a student leader				false

		845						LN		33		12		false		        12  with Save Our Wild Salmon, and I'm also a research student				false

		846						LN		33		13		false		        13  at the University of Puget Sound where I study snow and ice				false

		847						LN		33		14		false		        14  in Washington's national parks.				false

		848						LN		33		15		false		        15            Thank you for hosting a hearing here in Seattle,				false

		849						LN		33		16		false		        16  and thank you for listening to and considering our concerns.				false

		850						LN		33		17		false		        17  When I was working at Mount Ranier, I had a safety manager				false

		851						LN		33		18		false		        18  who always insisted safety is not a priority because our				false

		852						LN		33		19		false		        19  priorities can change.  Safety is an identity, and we can't				false

		853						LN		33		20		false		        20  change our identity.				false

		854						LN		33		21		false		        21            I see conversations about the future of our				false

		855						LN		33		22		false		        22  region's power in a similar way.  The 9th Power Plan needs				false

		856						LN		33		23		false		        23  to prioritize a cleaner, more affordable, and more reliable				false

		857						LN		33		24		false		        24  regional energy grid.  While we focus on those priorities,				false

		858						LN		33		25		false		        25  we cannot stray from our region's identity, salmon.  That				false
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		860						LN		34		1		false		         1  means we must reconcile with the fact that it is not clean				false

		861						LN		34		2		false		         2  energy if it's threaten our identity.				false

		862						LN		34		3		false		         3            The energy produced by the four lower Snake River				false

		863						LN		34		4		false		         4  dams is not clean energy.  That is why I'm asking the 9th				false

		864						LN		34		5		false		         5  Power Plan supports the Columbia Basin Restoration				false

		865						LN		34		6		false		         6  Initiative and our region's salmon recovery goals.  I also				false

		866						LN		34		7		false		         7  ask that the power plan's resource strategy work with and				false

		867						LN		34		8		false		         8  support Washington State in planning for the replacement of				false

		868						LN		34		9		false		         9  the energy produced by the four lower Snake River dams.				false

		869						LN		34		10		false		        10            This is the most significant power plan in				false

		870						LN		34		11		false		        11  history.  The impacts of these decisions in this plan won't				false

		871						LN		34		12		false		        12  just be felt over the course of the next five years.  This				false

		872						LN		34		13		false		        13  sets the stage for the -- for the Northwest that my				false

		873						LN		34		14		false		        14  generation is going to inherit.  We don't want to inherit				false

		874						LN		34		15		false		        15  problems that we can't fix.  We don't want to inherit power				false

		875						LN		34		16		false		        16  bills that we can't afford.  We don't want to inherit a				false

		876						LN		34		17		false		        17  species that we can't save.  We don't want to inherit an				false

		877						LN		34		18		false		        18  identity that is already lost.				false

		878						LN		34		19		false		        19            Thank you again, Councilmembers, for considering				false

		879						LN		34		20		false		        20  our concerns, and thank you to all the staff who make these				false

		880						LN		34		21		false		        21  in-person hearings possible.				false

		881						LN		34		22		false		        22            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Reggie.				false

		882						LN		34		23		false		        23            MR. SLAATS:  Hello.  My name is George Slaats, G-				false

		883						LN		34		24		false		        24  E-O-R-G-E, S-L-A-A-T-S.  And I am a student leader for the				false

		884						LN		34		25		false		        25  Next Gen Salmon Collective with Save Our Wild Salmon.  I am				false
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		886						LN		35		1		false		         1  a Tacoma Power ratepayer, and I study biology and				false

		887						LN		35		2		false		         2  environmental policy at the University of Puget Sound in				false

		888						LN		35		3		false		         3  Tacoma.				false

		889						LN		35		4		false		         4            Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments				false

		890						LN		35		5		false		         5  on the draft 9th Power Plan and for all the work that has				false

		891						LN		35		6		false		         6  gone into it so far.  As a student and young person, I				false

		892						LN		35		7		false		         7  understand that, if we do not make informed and responsible				false

		893						LN		35		8		false		         8  policy decisions now, there may not be healthy salmon				false

		894						LN		35		9		false		         9  returns in our waters within my lifetime.				false

		895						LN		35		10		false		        10            As a ratepayer, I also care about having an				false

		896						LN		35		11		false		        11  affordable and reliable energy system.  These two values				false

		897						LN		35		12		false		        12  must coexist.  In the final plan, I urge you to more				false

		898						LN		35		13		false		        13  robustly prioritize regional salmon recovery goals and				false

		899						LN		35		14		false		        14  implementation of the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative				false

		900						LN		35		15		false		        15  to prioritize new clean energy over natural gas and expand				false

		901						LN		35		16		false		        16  the transmission capacity and to prioritize additional				false

		902						LN		35		17		false		        17  conservation and demand response programs.				false

		903						LN		35		18		false		        18            The council should provide technical support and				false

		904						LN		35		19		false		        19  modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate				false

		905						LN		35		20		false		        20  lower Snake River dam energy replacement into our region's				false

		906						LN		35		21		false		        21  future energy plans.  And I urge you to request BPA to				false

		907						LN		35		22		false		        22  prepare for an acquire renewable resources to lead the				false

		908						LN		35		23		false		        23  region in expanding transmission capacity in order to				false

		909						LN		35		24		false		        24  integrate them into our grid.				false

		910						LN		35		25		false		        25            Finally, I urge you to create a load management				false
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		912						LN		36		1		false		         1  forum so that the region can maximize future flexibility and				false

		913						LN		36		2		false		         2  avoid further strains on the river systems from data centers				false

		914						LN		36		3		false		         3  and other large-scale energy users.  These measures are				false

		915						LN		36		4		false		         4  necessary and doable.  They would make meaningful progress				false

		916						LN		36		5		false		         5  toward salmon and steelhead recovery as well as ensuring				false

		917						LN		36		6		false		         6  reliable and affordable energy systems.				false

		918						LN		36		7		false		         7            Like many of my student peers, I care deeply about				false

		919						LN		36		8		false		         8  the future of our rivers, our fish, and our communities and				false

		920						LN		36		9		false		         9  understand that we are not separate from our environments.				false

		921						LN		36		10		false		        10  The council holds the power to make decisions that will				false

		922						LN		36		11		false		        11  directly impact the future energy landscape and				false

		923						LN		36		12		false		        12  environmental health of the region.  The repercussions of				false

		924						LN		36		13		false		        13  decisions made now will be felt most heavily by my				false

		925						LN		36		14		false		        14  generation and those that come after me.				false

		926						LN		36		15		false		        15            I appreciate the opportunity to comment on this				false

		927						LN		36		16		false		        16  matter, and I thank you for taking the time to reflect on				false

		928						LN		36		17		false		        17  these comments and to implement responsible recommendations				false

		929						LN		36		18		false		        18  for our future.  Thank you to the staff and councilmembers				false

		930						LN		36		19		false		        19  for your time and opportunity for feedback.				false

		931						LN		36		20		false		        20            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much.				false

		932						LN		36		21		false		        21            Julian Santos and Vi Twyman?				false

		933						LN		36		22		false		        22            MR. SANTOS:  Good afternoon, members of the				false

		934						LN		36		23		false		        23  council and staff.  My name is Julian Santos.  That's J-U-L-				false

		935						LN		36		24		false		        24  I-A-N, S-A-N-T-O-S.  Speaking today on behalf of Washington				false

		936						LN		36		25		false		        25  Conservation Action where I serve as the climate and clean				false
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		938						LN		37		1		false		         1  energy senior manager.  Our organization has been around for				false

		939						LN		37		2		false		         2  over 60 years engaging on various issues in the region.  And				false

		940						LN		37		3		false		         3  we are members of the Northwest Energy Coalition and will be				false

		941						LN		37		4		false		         4  signing onto comments that the coalition will submit soon				false
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		943						LN		37		6		false		         6            Today, I just want to touch briefly on some high-				false

		944						LN		37		7		false		         7  level topics that are particularly important to us with				false

		945						LN		37		8		false		         8  respect to energy.  First of all, I want to say thank you				false

		946						LN		37		9		false		         9  for your hard work and dedication in laying a strong				false

		947						LN		37		10		false		        10  foundation in the draft plan.  We strongly commend the				false

		948						LN		37		11		false		        11  proposed resource strategy, particularly commitment to a				false

		949						LN		37		12		false		        12  balanced, diverse portfolio focused on conservation, demand				false

		950						LN		37		13		false		        13  response, and renewable generation.				false

		951						LN		37		14		false		        14            We also want to highlight and support the plan's				false

		952						LN		37		15		false		        15  emphasis on expanding regional transmission capacity.  We				false

		953						LN		37		16		false		        16  believe that enhancing transmission infrastructure is				false

		954						LN		37		17		false		        17  essential for Washington's access, cost-effective energy				false

		955						LN		37		18		false		        18  sources across the region.				false

		956						LN		37		19		false		        19            However, given that energy supply is increasingly				false

		957						LN		37		20		false		        20  unlikely to keep pace with growing demand due to a number of				false

		958						LN		37		21		false		        21  challenges, we strongly urge the council to establish a load				false

		959						LN		37		22		false		        22  management forum to proactively address load growth and				false

		960						LN		37		23		false		        23  system flexibility.  This forum could go a long way to				false

		961						LN		37		24		false		        24  addressing the concerns that we and many others have about				false

		962						LN		37		25		false		        25  data centers.				false
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		964						LN		38		1		false		         1            Thank you again to the council and staff for your				false

		965						LN		38		2		false		         2  leadership and continued efforts toward an affordable and				false

		966						LN		38		3		false		         3  reliable energy future.				false

		967						LN		38		4		false		         4            MS. TWYMAN:  My name is Vi Twyman, V-I, T-W-Y-M-A-				false

		968						LN		38		5		false		         5  N.  I'm a student at the University of Puget Sound in				false

		969						LN		38		6		false		         6  Tacoma, a student leader with Save Our Wild Salmon, and a				false

		970						LN		38		7		false		         7  ratepayer of Tacoma Power.  As a ratepayer and a resident, I				false

		971						LN		38		8		false		         8  care both about affordable and reliable energy and				false

		972						LN		38		9		false		         9  supporting sustainable and abundant fish populations.				false

		973						LN		38		10		false		        10            It's my hope that the 9th Power Plan can bring us				false

		974						LN		38		11		false		        11  closer to salmon and steelhead recovery and help us develop				false

		975						LN		38		12		false		        12  new clean energy sources to meet future demand.  In				false

		976						LN		38		13		false		        13  finalizing the plan, I encourage the council to prioritize				false

		977						LN		38		14		false		        14  implementing the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, new				false

		978						LN		38		15		false		        15  clean energy sources, better transmission capacity, and				false

		979						LN		38		16		false		        16  conservation and demand response programs.				false

		980						LN		38		17		false		        17            I would especially encourage reducing our reliance				false

		981						LN		38		18		false		        18  on the Snake -- Snake River dams by creating new clean				false

		982						LN		38		19		false		        19  energy sources to replace dam energy.  With the impacts that				false

		983						LN		38		20		false		        20  these dams are having on salmon health with only eight				false

		984						LN		38		21		false		        21  sockeye adults able to swim back up the river this year, it				false

		985						LN		38		22		false		        22  would be unrealistic and dishonest to call them clean or				false

		986						LN		38		23		false		        23  sustainable.				false
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		994						LN		39		5		false		         5  progress both towards salmon and steelhead recovery and				false
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		1001						LN		39		12		false		        12  considering our obligations to our habitats and our				false
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		1003						LN		39		14		false		        14            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much.				false
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		1006						LN		39		17		false		        17            MS. SPAFFORD:  Hello.  My name is Juno Spafford.				false

		1007						LN		39		18		false		        18  I live in Seattle and I'm a salmon educator.  I graduated				false

		1008						LN		39		19		false		        19  from Seattle University last year with a degree in				false

		1009						LN		39		20		false		        20  environmental studies and a focus on red herring restoration				false
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		1016						LN		40		1		false		         1            The council -- this council can and should provide				false

		1017						LN		40		2		false		         2  support to Washington State and use the power plan strategy				false
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		1026						LN		40		11		false		        11  Basin Fish & Wildlife Program is dam removal and  energy				false

		1027						LN		40		12		false		        12  replacement.  I take pride in being a salmon steward and				false

		1028						LN		40		13		false		        13  salmon educator, and I will never be dissuaded from				false
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		1299						LN		50		24		false		        24            So we rely on -- and we -- my husband and I rely				false

		1300						LN		50		25		false		        25  on the health of Washington and Oregon salmon populations to				false

		1301						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1302						LN		51		1		false		         1  make the living that pays for our mortgage, our medical				false

		1303						LN		51		2		false		         2  bills, our taxes, buys the groceries, so much more.  And				false

		1304						LN		51		3		false		         3  right now, it's really hard to pay your insurance, so that's				false

		1305						LN		51		4		false		         4  -- we're looking for a new plan on that one.  Nothing you				false

		1306						LN		51		5		false		         5  can control.				false

		1307						LN		51		6		false		         6            So salmon are very important business partners for				false

		1308						LN		51		7		false		         7  us.  When we're not catching them, we do our best to protect				false

		1309						LN		51		8		false		         8  them and restore the habitat that they need to produce the				false

		1310						LN		51		9		false		         9  next generation that will swim up river and live -- or swim				false

		1311						LN		51		10		false		        10  down river and live their life at sea until they return to				false

		1312						LN		51		11		false		        11  the river as adults to spawn.  That's why I'm here today.				false

		1313						LN		51		12		false		        12            This is why, as a ratepayer, I -- I care about				false

		1314						LN		51		13		false		        13  having an affordable, reliable, clean energy system that				false

		1315						LN		51		14		false		        14  also supports strong, sustainable, and abundant fish				false

		1316						LN		51		15		false		        15  populations.  The 9th Power Plan is important for our				false

		1317						LN		51		16		false		        16  region's future and should include a focus on salmon and				false

		1318						LN		51		17		false		        17  steelhead recovery and development of clean, new energy				false

		1319						LN		51		18		false		        18  sources to meet future demands.				false

		1320						LN		51		19		false		        19            In the final plan, please place a priority of				false

		1321						LN		51		20		false		        20  regional salmon recovery goals and the implementation of the				false

		1322						LN		51		21		false		        21  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, clean energy as well				false

		1323						LN		51		22		false		        22  as expanded transmission capacity, and additional				false

		1324						LN		51		23		false		        23  conservation and demand response programs.				false

		1325						LN		51		24		false		        24            I have read that the power plan resource strategy				false

		1326						LN		51		25		false		        25  can replace the power produced annually by the four lower				false

		1327						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1328						LN		52		1		false		         1  Snake River dams to the tune of 700 megawatts.  Despite all				false

		1329						LN		52		2		false		         2  efforts that have been made to help juvenile salmon swim				false

		1330						LN		52		3		false		         3  downstream past these four dams to the ocean and there's				false

		1331						LN		52		4		false		         4  adults back up river to spawn the next generation, these				false

		1332						LN		52		5		false		         5  fish are not recovering.				false

		1333						LN		52		6		false		         6            Please note that the Northwest Power Act requires				false

		1334						LN		52		7		false		         7  BPA to -- to balance hydropower benefits with fish and				false

		1335						LN		52		8		false		         8  wildlife protection, and to do so, that the power plan must				false

		1336						LN		52		9		false		         9  support the Columbia River Basin Restoration Initiative and				false

		1337						LN		52		10		false		        10  the salmon recovery goals.  If you don't know, the -- this				false

		1338						LN		52		11		false		        11  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative brought together all				false

		1339						LN		52		12		false		        12  sorts opinions and needs to try and work a few things out.				false

		1340						LN		52		13		false		        13            The council should provide technical support and				false

		1341						LN		52		14		false		        14  modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate				false

		1342						LN		52		15		false		        15  lower Snake River dam energy replacements into our -- our				false

		1343						LN		52		16		false		        16  region's future power.  As a fisherman, I'm alarmed by the				false

		1344						LN		52		17		false		        17  fast-paced push to build data centers around Pacific				false

		1345						LN		52		18		false		        18  Northwest rivers and fields that farmers should and could be				false

		1346						LN		52		19		false		        19  growing food on that goes along with the food that -- salmon				false

		1347						LN		52		20		false		        20  that I catch.				false

		1348						LN		52		21		false		        21            I think that people have forgotten that we can't				false

		1349						LN		52		22		false		        22  eat data and that the data centers are competing with				false

		1350						LN		52		23		false		        23  farmers and fishermen and the fish for the water that we				false

		1351						LN		52		24		false		        24  need to make these things happen.  It's necessary to take				false

		1352						LN		52		25		false		        25  measures -- to make -- to take measures to make more				false

		1353						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1354						LN		53		1		false		         1  meaningful progress towards salmon and steelhead recovery				false

		1355						LN		53		2		false		         2  and ensure reliable, affordable energy system.  Changing the				false

		1356						LN		53		3		false		         3  hydro -- the way the hydro system powers operate to support				false

		1357						LN		53		4		false		         4  healthy and abundant salmon in advance -- in advance of				false

		1358						LN		53		5		false		         5  modern reliable electricity system is a win-win for all of				false

		1359						LN		53		6		false		         6  us.  Thank you.				false

		1360						LN		53		7		false		         7            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much.				false

		1361						LN		53		8		false		         8            Kaeli?				false

		1362						LN		53		9		false		         9            MS. FERTAL:  Good evening.  My name is Kaeli				false

		1363						LN		53		10		false		        10  Fertal, K-A-E-L-I, F-E-R-T-A-L.  I live here in Seattle, and				false

		1364						LN		53		11		false		        11  I'm mostly speaking for myself but am a staff member with				false

		1365						LN		53		12		false		        12  the Sierra Club.				false

		1366						LN		53		13		false		        13            I'd like to begin by thanking the council and				false

		1367						LN		53		14		false		        14  staff for your decades of leadership that have helped make				false

		1368						LN		53		15		false		        15  the Northwest a national example of energy conservation				false

		1369						LN		53		16		false		        16  climate action.  As currently written, the draft 9th Power				false

		1370						LN		53		17		false		        17  Plan continues much of that innovative policy.  The				false

		1371						LN		53		18		false		        18  significant investment in renewable energy is an important				false

		1372						LN		53		19		false		        19  step towards meeting our region's growing energy needs.  But				false

		1373						LN		53		20		false		        20  I'm here today to ask you to push harder.				false

		1374						LN		53		21		false		        21            As a college student and later, in my early career				false

		1375						LN		53		22		false		        22  as a marine biologist in the early 2010s, 2030 felt				false

		1376						LN		53		23		false		        23  comfortably distant.  The climate policies we needed to				false

		1377						LN		53		24		false		        24  avoid irreversible tipping points felt ambitious but				false

		1378						LN		53		25		false		        25  achievable.  The changes we were witnessing to our				false

		1379						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1380						LN		54		1		false		         1  ecosystems were a warning, not an inevitability.  There was				false

		1381						LN		54		2		false		         2  still time.				false

		1382						LN		54		3		false		         3            Now, it's well over a decade later, and just last				false

		1383						LN		54		4		false		         4  month, United Nations officially reported that exceeding 1.5				false

		1384						LN		54		5		false		         5  degrees of warming is unavoidable.  The report also made				false

		1385						LN		54		6		false		         6  clear that we have the solutions we need but that we aren't				false

		1386						LN		54		7		false		         7  acting with enough urgency, and every fraction of a degree				false

		1387						LN		54		8		false		         8  still matters.  It matters immensely.  Every bit of warming				false

		1388						LN		54		9		false		         9  that we can prevent means fewer lives lost, less ecosystem				false

		1389						LN		54		10		false		        10  damage, and less suffering.				false

		1390						LN		54		11		false		        11            That changes how I look at a 20-year energy plan				false

		1391						LN		54		12		false		        12  written in 2026, and I hope it changes how you look at this				false

		1392						LN		54		13		false		        13  plan.  I understand that we are grappling with unprecedented				false

		1393						LN		54		14		false		        14  demand and uncertainty, but the Northwest has never been a				false

		1394						LN		54		15		false		        15  region content to simply do what's adequate.  I'm not an				false

		1395						LN		54		16		false		        16  expert in energy systems or regional power planning, but you				false

		1396						LN		54		17		false		        17  are.  And so my ask to you is that you use that expertise to				false

		1397						LN		54		18		false		        18  find every opportunity to meet our energy needs without				false

		1398						LN		54		19		false		        19  locking us into additional fossil fuel infrastructure.				false

		1399						LN		54		20		false		        20            Because while I'm not an energy expert, as a				false

		1400						LN		54		21		false		        21  scientist turned advocate and avid outdoor recreationist, I				false

		1401						LN		54		22		false		        22  deeply understand the consequences of continued climate				false

		1402						LN		54		23		false		        23  warming.  In particular, I urge the council to revisit the				false

		1403						LN		54		24		false		        24  energy conservation and demand response sections to ensure				false

		1404						LN		54		25		false		        25  that we are maximizing these resources before turning to new				false

		1405						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1406						LN		55		1		false		         1  generation.				false

		1407						LN		55		2		false		         2            And those conservation goals should apply equally				false

		1408						LN		55		3		false		         3  across all four states.  The draft recognizes that data				false

		1409						LN		55		4		false		         4  centers may be able to provide valuable load flexibility.  I				false

		1410						LN		55		5		false		         5  urge you to go further.  Power-hungry users like data				false

		1411						LN		55		6		false		         6  centers should be required, not only encouraged, to shift or				false

		1412						LN		55		7		false		         7  reduce their operations to alleviate the strain that they're				false

		1413						LN		55		8		false		         8  creating.				false

		1414						LN		55		9		false		         9            They must also build the flexibility and capacity				false

		1415						LN		55		10		false		        10  into this plan to replace the energy services of the four				false

		1416						LN		55		11		false		        11  lower Snake River dams, restoring a free-flowing lower Snake				false

		1417						LN		55		12		false		        12  River, and giving our salmon and steelhead a real chance at				false

		1418						LN		55		13		false		        13  recovery is compatible with a reliable energy system.  We				false

		1419						LN		55		14		false		        14  have the tools to build a clean, reliable, affordable, and				false

		1420						LN		55		15		false		        15  resilient energy future.  The 9th Power Plan should be				false

		1421						LN		55		16		false		        16  ambitious enough to use them to their full potential.  Thank				false

		1422						LN		55		17		false		        17  you so much for your time.				false

		1423						LN		55		18		false		        18            MR. PURCE:  Thank you both very much.				false

		1424						LN		55		19		false		        19            Julia Reitan and Tim Sterns?  I hope I got that				false

		1425						LN		55		20		false		        20  right.				false

		1426						LN		55		21		false		        21            Welcome.				false

		1427						LN		55		22		false		        22            MS. REITAN:  Okay.  Hello.  My name is Julia				false

		1428						LN		55		23		false		        23  Reitan, J-U-L-I-A, R-E-I-T-A-N.  I'm speaking as an				false

		1429						LN		55		24		false		        24  individual, but I have been associated with the Sierra Club				false

		1430						LN		55		25		false		        25  for many decades.				false

		1431						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1432						LN		56		1		false		         1            And I cared about energy and energy conservation				false

		1433						LN		56		2		false		         2  and efficiency since age six.  At that point, my parents				false

		1434						LN		56		3		false		         3  built a home in Central Illinois, a standard ranch house of				false

		1435						LN		56		4		false		         4  the day, but my mother insisted it would have passive solar				false

		1436						LN		56		5		false		         5  design, and so she researched how wide the eaves would need				false

		1437						LN		56		6		false		         6  to be in order to block the sun in the summer and allow it				false

		1438						LN		56		7		false		         7  in in the winter in our location in Central Illinois.				false

		1439						LN		56		8		false		         8            She asked for so much insulation in our house that				false

		1440						LN		56		9		false		         9  the contractor actually told her, "Lady, nobody puts in, you				false

		1441						LN		56		10		false		        10  know, insulation like that."  And for the big windows that				false

		1442						LN		56		11		false		        11  faced south, she picked a newfangled invention at the time,				false

		1443						LN		56		12		false		        12  casement windows that had double -- double glazing.  And so				false

		1444						LN		56		13		false		        13  for 60 years now -- over 60 years, I have been able to -- I				false

		1445						LN		56		14		false		        14  have internalized that story of energy conservation and				false

		1446						LN		56		15		false		        15  energy efficiency just being the right thing to do.				false

		1447						LN		56		16		false		        16            I've always thought it was cool to live in the				false

		1448						LN		56		17		false		        17  Northwest where that is by law and by plan, the primary				false

		1449						LN		56		18		false		        18  means to meet our energy needs.  And I realize that this 9th				false

		1450						LN		56		19		false		        19  Power Plan is continuing that.  The only thing I would do is				false

		1451						LN		56		20		false		        20  encourage you to double down because, even if we do need new				false

		1452						LN		56		21		false		        21  -- new electricity resources, that is still our best option.				false

		1453						LN		56		22		false		        22  And it's just the smart, right thing to do.				false

		1454						LN		56		23		false		        23            A couple other comments about the plan.  The plan				false

		1455						LN		56		24		false		        24  is looking at new gas-fired turbines for electrical				false

		1456						LN		56		25		false		        25  generation.  And I as understand it, pipelines are at or				false

		1457						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1458						LN		57		1		false		         1  near capacity at this point, the natural gas pipelines.  And				false

		1459						LN		57		2		false		         2  building long, skinny connectors across miles of state is				false

		1460						LN		57		3		false		         3  hard.  Let's not waste effort on pipelines that move fossil				false

		1461						LN		57		4		false		         4  fuels that you then just got to burn in order to make				false

		1462						LN		57		5		false		         5  electricity the old-fashioned way.  Let's build transmission				false

		1463						LN		57		6		false		         6  lines that actually carry electricity from where it can be				false

		1464						LN		57		7		false		         7  most cleanly produced to where it's needed.				false

		1465						LN		57		8		false		         8            I urge you to focus more of the plan on renewables				false

		1466						LN		57		9		false		         9  and the conditions to get transmission lines and not				false

		1467						LN		57		10		false		        10  pipelines built.  And finally, there is the council's				false

		1468						LN		57		11		false		        11  responsibility to protect fish and wildlife.  Fish need				false

		1469						LN		57		12		false		        12  water to flow when they need it, and I urge you to do even				false

		1470						LN		57		13		false		        13  more to require flexibility for fish.  Thank you so much.				false

		1471						LN		57		14		false		        14            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Julia.				false

		1472						LN		57		15		false		        15            MR. STEARNS:  Good evening.  My name's Tim				false

		1473						LN		57		16		false		        16  Stearns, T-I-M, S-T-E-A-R-N-S.  I am currently a Seattle				false

		1474						LN		57		17		false		        17  City Light ratepayer, which I have been since 1984.  I				false

		1475						LN		57		18		false		        18  followed the power lines west from Montana because Montana,				false

		1476						LN		57		19		false		        19  at that time, was slated to have 25 coal plants to keep hot				false

		1477						LN		57		20		false		        20  tubs hot and white wine cold in the West.  And I thought				false

		1478						LN		57		21		false		        21  there was a better way.				false

		1479						LN		57		22		false		        22            The Northwest power system powered my				false

		1480						LN		57		23		false		        23  Grandfather's farm, but it was also accompanied by misguided				false

		1481						LN		57		24		false		        24  -- misguided policies.  To obtain electric service, my				false

		1482						LN		57		25		false		        25  grandfather had to remove four wind-powered irrigation				false

		1483						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1484						LN		58		1		false		         1  systems.  It was ridiculous.  I've been involved in the				false

		1485						LN		58		2		false		         2  Northwest Power Act since 1978.  As a college student, I				false

		1486						LN		58		3		false		         3  wrote a couple of papers denouncing how foolish it was just				false

		1487						LN		58		4		false		         4  to have blank check to underwrite five number power plants.				false

		1488						LN		58		5		false		         5            Luckily, we were able to improve it, but we still				false

		1489						LN		58		6		false		         6  never got it right.  I worked my whole career to establish				false

		1490						LN		58		7		false		         7  efficiency as a resource, and we've now achieved 8,000				false

		1491						LN		58		8		false		         8  megawatts of it.  I worked to help pass model conservation				false

		1492						LN		58		9		false		         9  standards across the region.  I was called a communist				false

		1493						LN		58		10		false		        10  multiple times because I advocated two-by-six walls with				false

		1494						LN		58		11		false		        11  insulation and -- but we overcame them.				false

		1495						LN		58		12		false		        12            We also did some -- some visionary policies.  So I				false

		1496						LN		58		13		false		        13  worked to establish the framework for rooftop solar across				false

		1497						LN		58		14		false		        14  the states of Oregon and Washington, including				false

		1498						LN		58		15		false		        15  interconnection, planning, zoning, and siting, and building				false

		1499						LN		58		16		false		        16  standards.  I'm sorry to say that council showed little				false

		1500						LN		58		17		false		        17  interest.  They didn't think those were cost-effective, but				false

		1501						LN		58		18		false		        18  frankly, it takes the bold to make things cost-effective.				false

		1502						LN		58		19		false		        19            And we have done that now, but it was part of a				false

		1503						LN		58		20		false		        20  national effort.  So I point that out because there's a lot				false

		1504						LN		58		21		false		        21  of innovations that need to be included in this plan that				false

		1505						LN		58		22		false		        22  aren't at this point, and I -- my time is running, so -- and				false

		1506						LN		58		23		false		        23  I've worked on salmon issues since the ESA took over in				false

		1507						LN		58		24		false		        24  1991, which never should've happened.  We did a well on the				false

		1508						LN		58		25		false		        25  efficiency side of the Power Act.  We have not done as well				false

		1509						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1510						LN		59		1		false		         1  on the fish side.				false

		1511						LN		59		2		false		         2            We've -- many of us have done efforts to improve				false

		1512						LN		59		3		false		         3  habitat across the region.  But frankly, we have never been				false

		1513						LN		59		4		false		         4  able to fix the hydro system.  Right now, the hydro system				false

		1514						LN		59		5		false		         5  -- both the Yakima River and the Hanford breach are far more				false

		1515						LN		59		6		false		         6  productive than the Snake River, which used to carry the				false

		1516						LN		59		7		false		         7  lion's share of it.  So I -- I guess I would submit that				false

		1517						LN		59		8		false		         8  ratepayers have always wanted this clean, reliable, and				false

		1518						LN		59		9		false		         9  sustainable system.  And we all believe that we should honor				false

		1519						LN		59		10		false		        10  the treaty rights that we have done.  We've tried a lot of				false

		1520						LN		59		11		false		        11  techno fixes, and we've wasted a lot of money.  But it's				false

		1521						LN		59		12		false		        12  time to get on -- on with it.				false

		1522						LN		59		13		false		        13            I want to close with this.  We need to bring				false

		1523						LN		59		14		false		        14  sanity back to the data center conversation.  When I worked				false

		1524						LN		59		15		false		        15  for the State of Washington, data centers were always				false

		1525						LN		59		16		false		        16  begging us for tax incentives.  They were always begging us				false

		1526						LN		59		17		false		        17  for --				false

		1527						LN		59		18		false		        18            MR. PURCE:  Thank you.				false

		1528						LN		59		19		false		        19            MR. STEARNS:  -- transmission access.  But				false

		1529						LN		59		20		false		        20  everything inside the box, they considered proprietary, and				false

		1530						LN		59		21		false		        21  it was kind of really unfair.  It's -- it's time now that we				false
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         1                         PUBLIC HEARING 


         2                        HELD VIA ZOOM ON 


         3                   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2026 


         4                            4:01 P.M. 


         5   


         6            MR. PURCE:  It's my pleasure to welcome you all  


         7  this evening to this public hearing on the Northwest Power 


         8  Plan -- or 9th Plan.  My name is Les Purce, and I am the 


         9  vice president of the power council.  My colleague, KC 


        10  Golden, the other representative from the State of 


        11  Washington, will be here shortly.  He caught a plan from 


        12  Idaho Falls for the hearing last night, and he is on his way 


        13  as well. 


        14            I want to start by saying what a delight it is to 


        15  have such a good crowd and how important we see this 


        16  opportunity for the public hearing regarding the 9th Plan.  


        17  I am hoping that everyone -- there's a signup sheet in the 


        18  back for people to sign up for, for this public hearing.  


        19  The hearing will go until 6:00 o'clock this evening, and 


        20  it's a pleasure to have you all here. 


        21            In a moment, I'll read a statement about the plan 


        22  itself, and then we'll have a brief introduction and go 


        23  directly to the opportunity to have you all -- hear from you 


        24  all in the audience regarding the plan.  So thank you very 


        25  much for being here. �
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         1            I'm also very pleased to have the outstanding 


         2  staff that we have from -- from our home office in Portland 


         3  along with our staff here in the State of Washington.  I 


         4  want to thank my colleague, Elizabeth Osborn, who will be 


         5  doing the timing tonight.  It'll be set up in a way that you 


         6  have three minutes for the presentation.  We'll let you know 


         7  -- we'll go through that procedure here in a moment.  I want 


         8  to also recognize Kym Buzdygon.   


         9            Kym, would you stand up for me to --  


        10            She's our director of our division of public 


        11  affairs with us tonight from Portland.  John Shurts, our -- 


        12  from our legal division heads that up.   


        13            John, thank you for being here. 


        14            And I want to make sure that -- I want to say 


        15  thank you to all of our other staff that are here that will 


        16  be supporting us this evening.  You've met some as you've 


        17  come in the room.  This is an opportunity to have active 


        18  participation in this work. 


        19            I also want to thank Zel Misic, our public 


        20  recorder, tonight.  When you come up, we would like you to 


        21  make sure you spell your name and -- so we have that for the 


        22  record.  We want to thank Zel for being here and supporting 


        23  us tonight. 


        24            MR. MISIC:  Thank you. 


        25            MR. PURCE:  Kevin Smit, who is the senior staff �
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         1  member in our power division will make a presentation in a 


         2  few minutes to give you an -- an idea of the overview of 


         3  this meeting itself.  But at this time, I'd like to read a 


         4  public statement regarding the power plan for you. 


         5            For the record, "the Northwest Power Act of 1980 


         6  directs the council to develop a regional conservation -- an 


         7  electric power plan and to review that plan every five 


         8  years.  The council's current power plan is the 8th Plan, 


         9  also referred to as the 2021 Power Plan.  The council is now 


        10  engaged in its latest five-year power plan review.  


        11            "The council releases the -- released the draft 


        12  9th Northwest Plan in mid-August for public review and 


        13  comment.  For more information, including the text of the 


        14  draft plan and technical appendices, please visit the 


        15  council's website at mwcouncil.org.  The council will be 


        16  accepting comments on the -- on the -- on the 9th Power Plan 


        17  through October 16 of 2026. 


        18            "The Act also requires that the council hold 


        19  public hearings in every state represented by the council, 


        20  which includes Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington.  The 


        21  full schedule of hearings can be found online." 


        22            I would like to encourage everyone who is 


        23  interested in commenting to please sign up on one of the 


        24  sheets located at the back of the room.  We had -- you've -- 


        25  I've introduced the court reporter who will be in attendance �
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         1  here to do that recording.  You may also leave written 


         2  comments on the staff -- for the staff members today or 


         3  submit comments online.  Instructions for submitting 


         4  comments online can be found on the council's website. 


         5            All comments received will be carefully considered 


         6  by the council in making its final decision to approve the 


         7  9th Northwest Power Plan.  The council expects to make a 


         8  final decision on the plan by the end of this year or in 


         9  early 2027.  Thank you very much. 


        10            At this time, I would like to call on Kevin to 


        11  give us an overview of the plan before we go into public 


        12  hearing.  And thank you all very, very much for being here. 


        13            MR. SMIT:  Great.  Thank you very much, Member 


        14  Purce, and thank you for that.  And good -- good evening, 


        15  and I'd like to extend my welcome as well.  My name is Kevin 


        16  Smit.  I'm the manager of power planning resources at the 


        17  council.  I'm going to give you just a brief overview of the 


        18  council and then -- and then the power plan, and then we'll 


        19  go right into the comment. 


        20            So who we are?  Most of this was covered already 


        21  in the followed statement, but again we were organized in 


        22  1980 to give the region a -- a greater voice in energy and 


        23  protecting fish and wildlife.  The council is governed by 


        24  two members that -- of -- of each of the four states that 


        25  were mentioned:  Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington, and �
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         1  each state appoints two councilmembers.  So we have a total 


         2  of eight council members, again two from each state. 


         3            The Act requires that this interstate council 


         4  develop, with broad public participation -- that's part of 


         5  this process -- the regional plan -- power plan and also a 


         6  Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Program.  And then 


         7  specifically to Bonneville, they have the legal 


         8  responsibilities under the Act to acquire resource 


         9  consistent with the council's plan.  And you can see the map 


        10  there of -- of the region. 


        11            Just a -- a brief touch on the fish and wildlife 


        12  program.  This was actually completed in June of this year, 


        13  and the fish and wildlife program actually becomes part of 


        14  the power plan at -- when we release the plan here in -- in 


        15  the -- later this year.  And so, you know, the -- the 


        16  priority, you know, of the current fish and wildlife program 


        17  is, you know, keep the water moving for the fish at critical 


        18  times while still meeting the critical power needs.  That's 


        19  kind of our role in balancing those energy and fish needs. 


        20            So power planning.  What -- what is it that we do?  


        21  You see those words in bold there, and those are words we 


        22  repeat often.  Our goal is -- is -- and requirement is to 


        23  ensure an adequate, efficient, economical, and reliable 


        24  power supply for the Northwest.  And as -- as mentioned, we 


        25  update this every five years, and the plans provide a �
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         1  blueprint for what resources --- what generating and -- and 


         2  demand-side resources are needed for the region. 


         3            So at a high level, what do we do?  We say, well, 


         4  what is the capability of the system today.  What resources 


         5  do we have, and -- and what are the needs?  How much energy 


         6  might we need in the future?  So our load forecast.  You 


         7  know, what -- which -- which is a tricky thing these days, 


         8  you know.  We got -- I'll -- I'll get into that later, but 


         9  our loads are growing fast.  And so how do we know what 


        10  needs we'll have in the future?   


        11            And then what is the least cost and least risk way 


        12  to meet those future needs while being mindful of existing 


        13  system capabilities, hydropower operations that benefit fish 


        14  and environmental qualities?  There's other pieces that we 


        15  have to take into account as we're doing all this. 


        16            So a few key takeaways of the draft plan -- power 


        17  plan.  So load growth I mentioned already driven by data 


        18  centers and electrification.  Those two things are 


        19  relatively new since the last time we did this plan, and 


        20  there's a lot of load growth that we perceive coming on the 


        21  system.  It's also hard to -- to forecast, right, with data 


        22  centers.   


        23            Are there going to be a lot of them?  Are there 


        24  going to be a few of them?  So we have to account for all of 


        25  that.  That gets into this uncertainty and risk, right?  We �
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         1  account for a comprehensive range of future uncertainty 


         2  around the loads, future weather conditions.  You've heard 


         3  of the heat domes and the -- you know, the -- the really 


         4  cold spells we've had.  We account for all those -- those 


         5  things as -- as -- along with climate change and those 


         6  things in our -- in our uncertainty and risk analysis. 


         7            And the draft plan includes a cost-effective 


         8  regional resource portfolio that has a suite of resources to 


         9  -- that need to be added to the grid to meet those future 


        10  needs, and I'll show you those in just a moment. 


        11            And so what's next, the -- the plan is an open 


        12  process.  We've had advisory committee meetings -- a lot of 


        13  them along the way.  Now, we're doing these public comments, 


        14  and these are all important parts of the process.  And, you 


        15  know, our councilmembers take all this in, and even tonight, 


        16  all the -- the -- the other six who aren't here will -- will 


        17  hear all your comments and take those into account, you 


        18  know, as they make the final decisions on the power plan. 


        19            So the proposed resource strategy.  This is kind 


        20  of the core of the plan.  There's a lot of pieces to it, but 


        21  the core is this resource strategy that I talked about.  So 


        22  first of all, demand-side resources like conservation.  They 


        23  provide energy and capacity and minimize the need to build 


        24  out transmissions.  So the more conservation we can -- we 


        25  can add to reduce the existing loads, the fewer resources we �
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         1  need to -- we need to build. 


         2            Renewables are a big part of this strategy 


         3  combined with storage -- battery storage, especially 


         4  providing this energy and capacity while meeting between 


         5  policy goals.  There's some natural gas.  Some new natural 


         6  gas provides energy to the system at times of low water.  


         7  And these resources are supported by a suite of other 


         8  recommendations as I eluded to earlier.  You can read all 


         9  about that in the plan but things that address transmission, 


        10  permitting data center integration, and a lot more of -- of 


        11  the hot topics you've heard about. 


        12            You can see the table on the right there.  We're 


        13  recommending about just over 1,000 average megawatts of 


        14  conservation.  And we see strong signals -- locational 


        15  values of conservation in this plan.  Our -- our modeling 


        16  has expanded so that we can sort of show different signals 


        17  in different parts of the region.  And so we've -- we 


        18  propose to divide this conservation resource into two for 


        19  Oregon and Washington which has a higher value because of 


        20  more limited transmission and -- and a number of other 


        21  things, and then a -- a -- a separate target for Idaho and 


        22  Montana which has a lower -- a bit lower value for 


        23  conservation. 


        24            And then you see demand response, 590.  I don't 


        25  need to read all these, but -- but, you know, a large �
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         1  amount, 9,000 megawatts of renewables, and a lot of that is 


         2  coupled with this battery storage.  So -- and then 2,100 


         3  megawatts of natural gas.  So that's the core of the 


         4  resource strategy, and that's -- you know, we've been 


         5  receiving a lot of comments already on various parts of 


         6  this.  


         7            The plan also has very specific recommendations to 


         8  Bonneville.  The council's plan provides guidance for the 


         9  whole region, all the entities in the region, the investor 


        10  and utilities as well.  But it has direct legal connection 


        11  to Bonneville as the power marketer is to borrow resources 


        12  that it determines to be consistent with the current power 


        13  plan. 


        14            And so the -- the draft plan recommends Bonneville 


        15  acquire a share of the recommended conservation and to 


        16  support its customers in acquiring other demand-side 


        17  resources, like demand response.  And also, if it needs 


        18  energy beyond the conservation to acquire renewables to -- 


        19  to meet those needs, we need -- (clears throat) excuse me -- 


        20  to assess the cost effectiveness between storage and natural 


        21  gas if there is a capacity. 


        22            Now, beyond the resource strategies, just a couple 


        23  points.  We speak to a lot of things in the plan.  We don't 


        24  actually do transmission planning, but -- but we have to 


        25  account for that in our plan.  What is the transmission �
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         1  system?  What is being built?  What is not being built?  And 


         2  we do account for that. 


         3            Also, with permitting and siting, we have to 


         4  account for where can resources be permitted and sited.  You 


         5  know, we know certain -- certain resources can be built in 


         6  certain areas and -- and not in others.  And so we do 


         7  account for all of that.  We don't specify that as a product 


         8  of our plan, but we have to account for that. 


         9            And then we don't set electricity rates, and we 


        10  don't make decisions around resource retirement, so those 


        11  are just a couple things that -- that we don't -- we don't 


        12  do and don't come out of a plan. 


        13            So yeah.  We're about ready now to get into your 


        14  comments.  If you haven't signed up, this is repeat.  Please 


        15  do that.  Look for staff. 


        16            Staff, raise your hand. 


        17            If you have questions, you can see around you some 


        18  -- and you met some on the way in.  Be courteous to 


        19  councilmember staff and other people in the room.  Be 


        20  courteous to each other, please.  Keep it brief and on 


        21  topic.  We're going to do three minutes each.  If there's 


        22  time left at the end, you may have time to come back, but 


        23  other public hearings have been -- you know, have -- have 


        24  had that and have had some time at the end.   


        25            So -- but keep it to three minutes at the start.  �
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         1  Your -- your comments will become part of the official 


         2  public record.  And if you've brought a written copy, that's 


         3  helpful, too.  We'll -- we'll turn that over to the court 


         4  reporter, and that helps us --  


         5            Who's collecting those?  There's a staff member.  


         6  Joe is in the back.  He'll -- he'll help collect those and 


         7  get those where they need to go.  So -- and you can also 


         8  submit comments online through our website.  Here we go.  QR 


         9  code.  Nwcouncil.org.  That was mentioned earlier.  Feel 


        10  free to do that. 


        11            And so with that, that's it from me.  We want to 


        12  hear from you.  Yeah. 


        13            MS. OSBORN:  Could you bring the QR code back up  


        14  -- 


        15            MR. SMIT:  Okay. 


        16            MS. OSBORN:  Thank you. 


        17            MR. SMIT:  Whoops.  Okay.  So yeah.  Please state 


        18  your name when you're called up, and -- and spell it for the 


        19  court reporter, and then Member Purce will -- will call you 


        20  up a couple at a time probably, and we'll go from there.  


        21  Thank you. 


        22            MR. PURCE:  Kevin, thank you so much.  


        23            And thank you all again.  I'd like to start by 


        24  calling up Peter Adams and Arlene Williams to the table.   


        25            We'll start with you, Peter, and would you please �
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         1  spell your name for the court reporter?  And we'll start 


         2  this process. 


         3            Thank you all for taking the time to be here with 


         4  us. 


         5            MR. ADAMS:  Thank you for the opportunity.  Peter 


         6  Adams, P-E-T-E-R, A-D-A-M-S.  I live in Edmonds, Washington, 


         7  and my house is supplied with energy by Sno -- Sno PUD.  


         8  Data centers are straining electric grids and water supplies 


         9  all across the country.  This is four states and utilities 


        10  in the -- in major investments to build new energy 


        11  generation while also considering keeping old coal and gas 


        12  plants online instead of investing in new, low-cost, clean 


        13  energy. 


        14            Without action from regulators, I'm concerned that 


        15  the construction of new energy infrastructure will increase 


        16  electricity rates at a time when energy bills are -- are 


        17  already on the rise as well as contributing to more air 


        18  pollution and excess water use.  As you address the growing 


        19  challenge of data center development here in Washington, I 


        20  urge you to prioritize the following consumer protections. 


        21            One, huge amounts of water are needed to cool 


        22  these facilities.  Washington State is in a drought.  


        23  Electricity from our hydroelectric dams may be reduced due 


        24  to our very limited snowpack this year.  Salmon are already 


        25  dying from not enough water or water that is too warm.  �
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         1  Please prioritize water conservation for these facilities to 


         2  ensure adequate water for homes, agricultural, natural 


         3  resources, and business. 


         4            Two, require data center developers to cover their 


         5  fair share of increased energy demand and corresponding 


         6  investments in the new grid infrastructure.  Residential 


         7  customers should not be on the hook for these business 


         8  costs. 


         9            Thirdly, prioritize plans that drive investment in 


        10  additional renewable energy, grid-connected battery storage, 


        11  efficiency, and demand response to meet any new electricity 


        12  demand.  This will help reduce pollution and will also 


        13  protect ratepayers like me from high fuel costs. 


        14            Fourthly, develop large-load tariffs that require 


        15  data center developers to put their money on the table for 


        16  new projects to minimize corporate speculation and protect 


        17  ratepayers from having to pay for or clean up stranded 


        18  assets. 


        19            Five, ensure robust transparency, public 


        20  participation and feedback on how BPA plans to meet 


        21  challenges associated with data centers.   


        22            Sixthly, emphasize -- emphatically reject the 


        23  arguments from big tech that they are paying enough for data 


        24  centers.  Their profits are obscene.  They can afford the 


        25  costs.  Ratepayers cannot. �
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         1            And finally, no new fossil fuel buildouts.  If 


         2  left unchecked, data center development will burden 


         3  Washingtonians with rising energy bills while increasing 


         4  harmful pollution from expensive coal and gas-fired power 


         5  plants.  We need your timely action to protect ratepayers 


         6  and support clean energy solutions instead of allowing 


         7  utilities and big corporations to double down on fossil 


         8  fuels that will burden our communities for decades to come.  


         9  Thank you. 


        10            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


        11            Arlene? 


        12            MS. WILLIAMS:  Arlene Williams, A-R-L-E-N-E, W-I-


        13  L-L-I-A-M-S.  I live in Edmonds, Washington.  I buy 


        14  electricity from Snohomish County PUD, which is one of the 


        15  largest customers of the Bonneville power administration.  I 


        16  want my power to be generated from cheap, renewable energy 


        17  with battery storage, so I urge you to direct BPA to not 


        18  build any new gas peaker plants.  Methane leaks everywhere 


        19  during the drilling, along the pipelines, and even in homes. 


        20            I've had three methane leaks in previous homes, 


        21  which is why I made POC remove the gas line to my current 


        22  home and completely electrified it with a heat pump, 


        23  induction stove, and an EV charger.  Gas is unhealthy, 


        24  contributing to high asthma rates, raising healthcare costs.  


        25  Methane is an extremely potent carbon polluter increasing �
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         1  the snow droughts and wildfires that put our current 


         2  hydropower production and transmission lines at risk. 


         3            It makes no sense to add to this problem with new 


         4  gas plants.  We know that climate impacts are only going to 


         5  get worse, and that will bring voter backlash to fuel 


         6  stronger regulations and huge lawsuits against fossil fuel 


         7  companies creating higher costs for gas.  Meanwhile, 


         8  renewables and batteries are getting cheaper by the year.  


         9  BPA must not invest in gas plants that will increase in cost 


        10  through time while the sun and the wind run renewables for 


        11  free once they are built. 


        12            We don't need to subsidize data centers.  Enough 


        13  investor money is pouring into those projects that they can 


        14  pay the cost to upgrade systems themselves.  In fact, AI and 


        15  data centers are gobbling up the free capital in this 


        16  country, putting more sustainable projects at a 


        17  disadvantage.  This is why data centers need to pay, 


        18  supplying their own energy in an environmentally responsible 


        19  way if possible, and they must reduce their use during peak 


        20  times to decrease the need for more power plants. 


        21            Data centers should shoulder these costs, not 


        22  regular -- regular customers in case the whole AI fantasy 


        23  goes bust.  And lastly, the salmon.  I refuse to eat salmon 


        24  because I don't need it while orca mothers with babies do.  


        25  We all know how successful removing Columbia River dams has �
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         1  been, allowing salmon to return to the upper reaches of that 


         2  river.  This power plan must prioritize salmon recovery to 


         3  the max.  Thank you. 


         4            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Arlene. 


         5            Next up, David Ortman and Joseph Bogaard. 


         6            MR. ORTMAN:  Thank you.  My name is David E. 


         7  Ortman.  That's D-A-V-I-D, middle initial E, O-R-T-M-A-N.  


         8  I'm a retired attorney here in Seattle, Washington.  I just 


         9  note that a time of 4:00 to 6:00 is not the most convenient 


        10  to hold a public hearing. 


        11            Over 45 years ago, back in the 1970s, the direct 


        12  service industries and the region's private utilities 


        13  colluded with BPA Administrator Don Hodel and then-Governor 


        14  Dixy Lee Ray to push at least 16 coal and nuclear power 


        15  plants in the region that were on the drawing boards.   


        16            This included secret planning sessions in 1977 


        17  arranged by the Pacific Northwest Utilities Conference 


        18  Committee, "seeking congressional authority to expand the 


        19  role of the Bonneville power administration as the region's 


        20  chief energy broker."  After these secret meetings were 


        21  exposed, I made many trips to Portland, Oregon as a staff 


        22  person for the Northwest office of Friends of the Earth 


        23  along with other conservation and environmental group to 


        24  keep track of these shenanigans and raise concerns over the 


        25  declining salmon and steelhead runs. �
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         1            Fortunately, Friends of the Earth had a colleague, 


         2  Amory Lovins, who was busy putting together an alternative 


         3  energy conservation division called Soft Energy Paths.  The 


         4  end result was Congress passage of the Northwest Power 


         5  Planning Act in 1980, and as Lovins predicted, the cries for 


         6  dozens of new coal and nuclear power plants or the lights 


         7  would go out turned out to be bogus.   


         8            Once this nuclear power plant program collapsed 


         9  and energy conservation became the preferred path instead of 


        10  excessive and expensive new coal and nuke plants.  However, 


        11  the draft 9th Northwest Power Plan seems to be a 


        12  continuation of a silo thinking.  The -- the introduction, 


        13  pages 2 to 4, focus on load growths, demand forecasts, and 


        14  energy portfolios while regulating the council's 2026 


        15  Columbia Basin Fish & Wildlife Program to a bare mention. 


        16            After nearly half a century, the fate of the 


        17  Pacific Northwest salmon are -- still remain on a 


        18  catastrophic trajectory.  Perhaps if Congress had had the 


        19  guts to name the bill the Pacific Northwest Electric Power 


        20  Fish and Wildlife Planning and Conservation Act and the 


        21  Northwest Power and Conservation Council -- the Northwest 


        22  Power Fish and Wildlife Conservation Council, fish and 


        23  wildlife concerns would not have been scrapped under the 


        24  negotiating table. 


        25            The introduction on page 2 states that data �
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         1  centers and other high-tech industries are one of the main 


         2  drivers of this uncertainty in load forecasting.  This is 


         3  misleading and a gross understatement.  For what purposes 


         4  are data centers proposed to allow Amazon to construct 


         5  algorithms allowing them to send a drone to deliver a bottle 


         6  of aspirin to your house in the most efficient way or to 


         7  enable Microsoft to develop backyard nuke power plants as a 


         8  power source or to allow military contractors to produce 


         9  autonomous battlefield weapons or generate terabytes of 


        10  average intelligence slop, photoshopped imagery, and fake 


        11  news?   


        12            If you build out the load growth, they will come.  


        13  If you don't build it out, perhaps they won't come.  It is 


        14  certain that, if you don't build it out, we and the 


        15  Northwest fish and wildlife will be better off.  This would 


        16  allow more attention and resources to be devoted to 


        17  rectifying our dreadful treatment of Northwest fish and 


        18  wildlife and -- 


        19            MR. PURCE:  Fifteen seconds. 


        20            MR. ORTMAN:  Thank you.   


        21            For example, in the past half century, the council 


        22  and BPA have failed to protect or restore the Yakima River 


        23  Basin's fish runs, and we would like to also just emphasize 


        24  that it's time, because of the temperature concerns, to keep 


        25  Yakima fish from returning.  It is time to have fish �
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         1  recovery by working strongly for the breaching of the lower 


         2  four Snake River dams. 


         3            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


         4            MR. ORTMAN:  Thank you. 


         5            MR. PURCE:  Appreciate it. 


         6            Joseph? 


         7            MR. BOGAARD:  Thank you.  Good afternoon.  My name 


         8  is Joseph Bogaard.  I'm the executive director of Save Our 


         9  Wild Salmon.  We're a coalition organization that works with 


        10  our member groups to protect and restore fishable abundant 


        11  populations of wild salmon and steelhead in the Columbia 


        12  Basin and across the Pacific Northwest for the benefit of 


        13  people and ecosystems. 


        14            As you know, there's a very tight nexus between 


        15  salmon and steelhead and our energy system in the Pacific 


        16  Northwest.  Our region urgently needs policies that support 


        17  both the restoration of healthy fish populations and 


        18  reliable and resilient and affordable energy system.  The 


        19  council, of course, sits right -- right -- right at this 


        20  nexus. 


        21            We appreciate the hard work of council and 


        22  councilmembers to develop the 9th Regional Power Plan.  It 


        23  provides a good starting point for discussion.  I want to 


        24  share a few of the ways we think it should be strengthened 


        25  before it's finalized. �
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         1            Fortunately, doing the right things for our 


         2  regional energy system can also be very good for relieving 


         3  pressure on the river and making space for salmon recovery.  


         4  We hope the council pursues those opportunities.  On the 


         5  energy side of the equation, we ask the council to focus on 


         6  a number of key improvements to the draft plan, including 


         7  increasing the plan's conservation and demand response 


         8  goals.  The council's modeling reflects that more can be 


         9  done in both these areas, and it should beef up the plan's 


        10  goals consistent with those models. 


        11            At a minimum, the council should maintain the 


        12  plan's current goal of acquiring 9,000 megawatts of 


        13  renewable energy, and related to this issue is our ongoing 


        14  concern around transmission.  The council should do all it 


        15  can to keep Bonneville a focus and accountable in moving 


        16  forward on much-needed transmission investments and 


        17  expansions and upgrades so we can deliver the renewable 


        18  energy where it's produced to where it's needed. 


        19            Finally, we ask the council to reduce the plan to 


        20  rely on some new natural gas.  The change in climate is 


        21  harming us in myriad ways.  It's raising costs, financial 


        22  and otherwise, and it's certainly increasing pressure on and 


        23  a risk to the extinction of cold-water species like salmon 


        24  and steelhead. 


        25            Switching to the salmon side of the equation, I �
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         1  want to first highlight the perfect storm that's come for 


         2  our region's fish populations at this time.  This includes 


         3  the hydro system, the change in climate, related drought 


         4  conditions, and -- and -- and now the arrival of fierce El 


         5  Nino weather pattern, not to mention the policies at 


         6  issuance coming from D.C. that's making life much harder for 


         7  fish and wildlife that are already struggling to survive. 


         8            So the council's leadership at this time is 


         9  especially important to help both energy and -- and -- and 


        10  fish recovery.  For the 9th Power Plan, we ask the council 


        11  to explicitly embrace the vision and core elements of the 


        12  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, the roadmap for 


        13  salmon recovery, energy development, and other community 


        14  investments recently developed by the states and tribes in 


        15  the region.  And we ask the council to assist the State of 


        16  Washington to model the energy replacement of the four lower 


        17  Snake River dams, a near-term priority that's critical to 


        18  our energy system and the salmon recovery. 


        19            And finally, I'll say council's leadership is an 


        20  essential ingredient to ensure that our region builds out 


        21  the energy system that we need and rebuilds healthy salmon 


        22  populations that are necessary to uphold our nation's 


        23  promises to tribes and are so important to our fishing 


        24  communities and fish and wildlife populations like the 


        25  southern reservoir.  Thanks for this opportunity. �
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         1            MR. PURCE:  Thank you so much, Joseph. 


         2            I -- I want to -- yeah.  Just -- thank you all 


         3  very much.  I'm going to call up the next two people.  


         4  Appreciate your comments. 


         5            Phil Lundahl and Paul Zemtzov. 


         6            If I got that right, Paul. 


         7            MR. GOLDEN:  And -- and while y'all are coming up, 


         8  I just wanted to say hi.  Sorry I was late.  And thank you 


         9  for the great testimony so far and for coming out and 


        10  telling us what you think.  I -- I -- I appreciate David 


        11  Ortman calling us back to our history and our roots, but a 


        12  very important part of that story was this council was 


        13  created to offer a different decision-making process than 


        14  that smoke-filled room, the dynamic that led to those bad 


        15  decisions so long ago. 


        16            And so I just -- I just want to emphasize that 


        17  what you're doing here today is a big part of what we were 


        18  created to do.  We don't just do smart planning and fish and 


        19  wildlife recovery planning.  We -- we really do everything 


        20  we can to make this process public, transparent, and the 


        21  product ultimately the region's product.  So, you know, 


        22  citizens have a lot of things to do these days, so I know 


        23  that this time and you coming out to do this is really 


        24  valuable, and we count on it and cherish it.  And rest 


        25  assured that this is not PR for us.  This is a big part of �
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         1  how we make these decisions.  Thanks. 


         2            MR. PURCE:  I want to thank my colleague, KC, now.  


         3  I -- yeah.  The -- the only -- the only thing I want to add 


         4  to that as well before we move ahead is we aren't trying to 


         5  be rude around the time.  We hope that we have enough time 


         6  in the end that, if there's more that needs to be said, we 


         7  encourage you to be here to say that.  We just want to make 


         8  sure that everybody gets an opportunity to express their 


         9  point.  I think everyone appreciates that. 


        10            Okay. 


        11            MR. LUNDAHL:  Hi.  My name is Philip Lundahl, and 


        12  I live in -- oh, P-H-I-L-I-P, L-U-N-D-A-H-L.  I live in 


        13  Lynnwood, Washington, and I am a ratepayer of Snohomish 


        14  County PUD.  I am also on the justice and peace committee 


        15  and VP of our church council at University Lutheran Church 


        16  in Seattle. 


        17            As a ratepayer, I care most about having an energy 


        18  system that supports clean water and air and strong, 


        19  sustainable, and abundant salmon and steelhead populations.  


        20  As part of a faith community, we care about justice.  This 


        21  power plan affects both social and environmental justice.  


        22  We need to honor our obligations to uphold tribal treaties, 


        23  the supreme law of the land, according to our U.S. 


        24  Constitution. 


        25            In regards to the four lower Snake River dams �
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         1  situation, fishing sites, hunting grounds, wildlife habitat, 


         2  plant and berry gathering grounds, villages, archeological 


         3  sites, ways of life, even burial grounds were flooded and 


         4  lost.  We can right a wrong here. 


         5            We can even help our westside southern resident 


         6  orca whales in the process.  There are already extinct fish 


         7  docks in the Columbia Basin.  Many other stocks are 


         8  critically endangered and heading down the same path to 


         9  extinction.  This makes me sad.  No fish docks have been 


        10  delisted after 35 years.  Wild stocks are getting worse.  


        11  The Northwest Power Act requires BPA to balance hydropower 


        12  benefits with fish and wildlife protection.  With these 


        13  extinctions and endangered stocks, is there this balance?   


        14            Warm and slow waters, toxic algae, increased 


        15  disease, more parasites, non-native predators, unsustainable 


        16  survival rates for juveniles and adults, too many barriers 


        17  all take their toll.  We can do better here.  We have an 


        18  opportunity to restore a river, its water, fish, and 


        19  ecosystem.  We can open up clean, cold water spawning 


        20  habitats.  Restoration of the lower Snake River gives us a 


        21  big bang for our buck in Columbia Basin fish recovery. 


        22            Back to the power plant.  It must support the 


        23  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative and regional salmon 


        24  recovery goals.  The council should provide technical 


        25  support and modeling in partnership with Washington State to �



                                                                      28 



         1  incorporate lower Snake River dams, energy replacement into 


         2  our region's future power plants.  Thank you for this 


         3  opportunity to speak with you today. 


         4            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


         5            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Hi.  My name is Paul Zemtzov, P-A-U-


         6  L, Z-E-M-T-Z-O-V.  And I'm pretty much representing myself, 


         7  though I am a member of the Sierra Club. 


         8            I thank the staff at Northwest Power Conservation 


         9  Council for assembling a detailed and all-encompassing plan 


        10  for our future energy needs.  I've had the privilege of 


        11  working with friends and neighbors in installing a community 


        12  solar ray of 37 kilowatts capacity.  Admittedly, a small 


        13  amount, but every bit helps. 


        14            MR. GOLDEN:  Could you pull that mic just a little 


        15  bit closer? 


        16            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Sure. 


        17            MR. GOLDEN:  Thanks. 


        18            MR. ZEMTZOV:  Sorry.  Can you hear me now? 


        19            MR. GOLDEN:  That's good. 


        20            MR. ZEMTZOV:  All right. 


        21            From this experience, I've learned -- I have 


        22  learned that we, in our community, do understand that 


        23  climate change is real and we support reducing these natural 


        24  gas source of carbon pollution.  In this regard, I urge the 


        25  council in their recommendations to reconsider Resolution 1 �
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         1  regarding natural gas.  Why, I ask, should Res 1 recommend 


         2  that 2,100 megawatts of new natural gas capacity be added by 


         3  2032? 


         4            I argue that no new natural gas capacity should be 


         5  added and, in -- in addition, we would reduce existing use 


         6  of natural gas throughout the Northwest.  Why can more 


         7  capacity not be provided by batteries plus renewables?  


         8  Amazing progress has been made in battery storage, 


         9  lengthening duration time up to six or even eight hours.  


        10  Battery technology easily helps voltage regulation load 


        11  balancing and other services supplied by gas plants. 


        12            Additionally, when coupled with renewables such as 


        13  wind or sun, plenty of dependable round-the-clock power can 


        14  be created.  I realize that resource retirement is not 


        15  within your purview, but there are also aging gas plants to 


        16  be retired.  About 2,400 megawatts capacity of gas plants 


        17  were built in the 1980s and 1990s.  Gas plants have useful 


        18  life of 25 to 35 years.  These ancient facilities can be 


        19  replaced with renewables, batteries, and other emerging 


        20  technologies. 


        21            As of 2021 in the Northwest, natural gas produced 


        22  about 15 percent of total electricity.  It is not 


        23  unreasonable to reduce this percentage by half by 2046.  I 


        24  urge the council to review this aspect of the plan.  Be bold 


        25  and ambitious in reducing all use of carbon-emitting natural �
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         1  gas.  Future generations will thank you. 


         2            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much. 


         3            Don Miller and Connie Voget?  Welcome up.  And I 


         4  want to encourage you to pull that mic up close to make sure 


         5  we're able to hear you.  Welcome, Connie. 


         6            MS. VOGET:  Thank you. 


         7            MR. MILLER:  Hello.  My name is Don, D-O-N, 


         8  Miller, M-I-L-L-E-R.  And I am a PUD customer in Rural 


         9  Snohomish County.  I would like to thank the council for the 


        10  detailed and what I consider well-focused draft power plan.  


        11  That said, I think, given that we've had several consecutive 


        12  years of low snowpack with more projected and that climate 


        13  projections have unfortunately a habit of reaching us before 


        14  their predicted date, that even a greater emphasis needs to 


        15  be given on development of non-hydro renewable energy and 


        16  battery storage. 


        17            I ask the council also to take a look at -- a 


        18  discerning look at the energy demands for new data centers.  


        19  On one hand, we hear claims that we could have solar panels 


        20  in space and problem solved.  And on the other hand, we see 


        21  data centers being energized with gas-powered plants.  Will 


        22  the data centers be benefiting the people of this region, or 


        23  will they be enriching billionaires and trillionaires trying 


        24  to compete with one another for dominance in the AI 


        25  industry, dominance at the expense of our local communities �
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         1  and Northwest environment? 


         2            It would be perplexing to expect power consumers 


         3  to engage in demand response as energy flowed to unfavorable 


         4  data centers.  There is a need for additional voices and 


         5  leadership in the realm of data centers, and I look to the 


         6  council to realize further leadership in this arena. 


         7            The work put forth in the North -- or excuse me -- 


         8  the 9th draft power plan demonstrates council's ability to 


         9  provide critical analysis at this juncture, and I encourage 


        10  you to reach even deeper into that analysis further 


        11  promoting energy development that increases diversification, 


        12  decrease -- decreases reliance on hydropower, and ensures 


        13  benefits to our local communities and our Northwest 


        14  environment.  Thank you. 


        15            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


        16            MS. VOGET:  Connie Voget, C-O-N-N-I-E, V-O-G-E-T.  


        17  Good afternoon.  I live in Seattle, and I am a member of the 


        18  Green Team at Keystone United Church of Christ.  We are 


        19  committed to care of the planet and social justice.  Our 


        20  members advocate for clean energy in addition to other -- 


        21  taking other actions. 


        22            I appreciate the council's plans for meeting 


        23  regional electricity demand from its beginnings in 1983 


        24  following the historic planning failure of the Washington 


        25  public power supply system.  I appreciate the council's work �
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         1  and mandate to protect fish and wildlife impacted by hydro.  


         2  Now we are in another historic moment when the council with 


         3  the 9th Power Plan tackles the challenge of the expected, 


         4  unprecedented increase in electricity demand in the near 


         5  term, mostly from data centers, although there's a large 


         6  uncertainty as you mentioned. 


         7            I appreciate the sophistication and thoroughness 


         8  of the analysis, also that this plan's package contains 


         9  mostly renewables, conservation, and storage for resiliency, 


        10  reliability, and cost-effectiveness.  And I appreciate the 


        11  opportunity to advocate for a modification.  I urge the 


        12  council to reconsider the recommendation on page 100 for 


        13  2,100 megawatts of new natural gas for the 2027 to 2032 


        14  period. 


        15            The cost of gas infrastructure has escalated since 


        16  the draft was written, doubling for combined cycle plants, 


        17  increasing less but still significantly for peakers.  I urge 


        18  the council to enable renewables to displace new gas by 


        19  recommending more high-voltage transmission capacity and 


        20  more transmission expansion.   


        21            Also, I'm recommending more demand response, 


        22  especially for data centers.  I urge the council to 


        23  prioritize the recommendation on page 108 to assess whether 


        24  storage or natural gas is more effective for meeting 


        25  capacity need.  An additional benefit of storage is that �
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         1  batteries located along hydro plants can enhance hydro 


         2  flexibility, protecting fish.   


         3            In conclusion, I believe the 9th Power Plan can 


         4  get us closer to the clean energy future we need, especially 


         5  with this and other modifications that I know other 


         6  advocates for clean energy are proposing.  Thank you. 


         7            MR. PURCE:  Thank you so much, y'all. 


         8            Reggie Westgate and George Slaats? 


         9            MR. WESTGATE:  Hello.  My name is Reggie Westgate, 


        10  R-E-G-G-I-E, W-E-S-T-G-A-T-E.  I'm from Tacoma, Washington 


        11  and a ratepayer with Tacoma Power.  I'm a student leader 


        12  with Save Our Wild Salmon, and I'm also a research student 


        13  at the University of Puget Sound where I study snow and ice 


        14  in Washington's national parks. 


        15            Thank you for hosting a hearing here in Seattle, 


        16  and thank you for listening to and considering our concerns.  


        17  When I was working at Mount Ranier, I had a safety manager 


        18  who always insisted safety is not a priority because our 


        19  priorities can change.  Safety is an identity, and we can't 


        20  change our identity. 


        21            I see conversations about the future of our 


        22  region's power in a similar way.  The 9th Power Plan needs 


        23  to prioritize a cleaner, more affordable, and more reliable 


        24  regional energy grid.  While we focus on those priorities, 


        25  we cannot stray from our region's identity, salmon.  That �
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         1  means we must reconcile with the fact that it is not clean 


         2  energy if it's threaten our identity.  


         3            The energy produced by the four lower Snake River 


         4  dams is not clean energy.  That is why I'm asking the 9th 


         5  Power Plan supports the Columbia Basin Restoration 


         6  Initiative and our region's salmon recovery goals.  I also 


         7  ask that the power plan's resource strategy work with and 


         8  support Washington State in planning for the replacement of 


         9  the energy produced by the four lower Snake River dams. 


        10            This is the most significant power plan in 


        11  history.  The impacts of these decisions in this plan won't 


        12  just be felt over the course of the next five years.  This 


        13  sets the stage for the -- for the Northwest that my 


        14  generation is going to inherit.  We don't want to inherit 


        15  problems that we can't fix.  We don't want to inherit power 


        16  bills that we can't afford.  We don't want to inherit a 


        17  species that we can't save.  We don't want to inherit an 


        18  identity that is already lost. 


        19            Thank you again, Councilmembers, for considering 


        20  our concerns, and thank you to all the staff who make these 


        21  in-person hearings possible. 


        22            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Reggie. 


        23            MR. SLAATS:  Hello.  My name is George Slaats, G-


        24  E-O-R-G-E, S-L-A-A-T-S.  And I am a student leader for the 


        25  Next Gen Salmon Collective with Save Our Wild Salmon.  I am �
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         1  a Tacoma Power ratepayer, and I study biology and 


         2  environmental policy at the University of Puget Sound in 


         3  Tacoma. 


         4            Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments 


         5  on the draft 9th Power Plan and for all the work that has 


         6  gone into it so far.  As a student and young person, I 


         7  understand that, if we do not make informed and responsible 


         8  policy decisions now, there may not be healthy salmon 


         9  returns in our waters within my lifetime. 


        10            As a ratepayer, I also care about having an 


        11  affordable and reliable energy system.  These two values 


        12  must coexist.  In the final plan, I urge you to more 


        13  robustly prioritize regional salmon recovery goals and 


        14  implementation of the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative 


        15  to prioritize new clean energy over natural gas and expand 


        16  the transmission capacity and to prioritize additional 


        17  conservation and demand response programs. 


        18            The council should provide technical support and 


        19  modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate 


        20  lower Snake River dam energy replacement into our region's 


        21  future energy plans.  And I urge you to request BPA to 


        22  prepare for an acquire renewable resources to lead the 


        23  region in expanding transmission capacity in order to 


        24  integrate them into our grid. 


        25            Finally, I urge you to create a load management �
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         1  forum so that the region can maximize future flexibility and 


         2  avoid further strains on the river systems from data centers 


         3  and other large-scale energy users.  These measures are 


         4  necessary and doable.  They would make meaningful progress 


         5  toward salmon and steelhead recovery as well as ensuring 


         6  reliable and affordable energy systems. 


         7            Like many of my student peers, I care deeply about 


         8  the future of our rivers, our fish, and our communities and 


         9  understand that we are not separate from our environments.  


        10  The council holds the power to make decisions that will 


        11  directly impact the future energy landscape and 


        12  environmental health of the region.  The repercussions of 


        13  decisions made now will be felt most heavily by my 


        14  generation and those that come after me. 


        15            I appreciate the opportunity to comment on this 


        16  matter, and I thank you for taking the time to reflect on 


        17  these comments and to implement responsible recommendations 


        18  for our future.  Thank you to the staff and councilmembers 


        19  for your time and opportunity for feedback. 


        20            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much. 


        21            Julian Santos and Vi Twyman? 


        22            MR. SANTOS:  Good afternoon, members of the 


        23  council and staff.  My name is Julian Santos.  That's J-U-L-


        24  I-A-N, S-A-N-T-O-S.  Speaking today on behalf of Washington 


        25  Conservation Action where I serve as the climate and clean �
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         1  energy senior manager.  Our organization has been around for 


         2  over 60 years engaging on various issues in the region.  And 


         3  we are members of the Northwest Energy Coalition and will be 


         4  signing onto comments that the coalition will submit soon 


         5  enough. 


         6            Today, I just want to touch briefly on some high-


         7  level topics that are particularly important to us with 


         8  respect to energy.  First of all, I want to say thank you 


         9  for your hard work and dedication in laying a strong 


        10  foundation in the draft plan.  We strongly commend the 


        11  proposed resource strategy, particularly commitment to a 


        12  balanced, diverse portfolio focused on conservation, demand 


        13  response, and renewable generation. 


        14            We also want to highlight and support the plan's 


        15  emphasis on expanding regional transmission capacity.  We 


        16  believe that enhancing transmission infrastructure is 


        17  essential for Washington's access, cost-effective energy 


        18  sources across the region.   


        19            However, given that energy supply is increasingly 


        20  unlikely to keep pace with growing demand due to a number of 


        21  challenges, we strongly urge the council to establish a load 


        22  management forum to proactively address load growth and 


        23  system flexibility.  This forum could go a long way to 


        24  addressing the concerns that we and many others have about 


        25  data centers. �
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         1            Thank you again to the council and staff for your 


         2  leadership and continued efforts toward an affordable and 


         3  reliable energy future. 


         4            MS. TWYMAN:  My name is Vi Twyman, V-I, T-W-Y-M-A-


         5  N.  I'm a student at the University of Puget Sound in 


         6  Tacoma, a student leader with Save Our Wild Salmon, and a 


         7  ratepayer of Tacoma Power.  As a ratepayer and a resident, I 


         8  care both about affordable and reliable energy and 


         9  supporting sustainable and abundant fish populations. 


        10            It's my hope that the 9th Power Plan can bring us 


        11  closer to salmon and steelhead recovery and help us develop 


        12  new clean energy sources to meet future demand.  In 


        13  finalizing the plan, I encourage the council to prioritize 


        14  implementing the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, new 


        15  clean energy sources, better transmission capacity, and 


        16  conservation and demand response programs. 


        17            I would especially encourage reducing our reliance 


        18  on the Snake -- Snake River dams by creating new clean 


        19  energy sources to replace dam energy.  With the impacts that 


        20  these dams are having on salmon health with only eight 


        21  sockeye adults able to swim back up the river this year, it 


        22  would be unrealistic and dishonest to call them clean or 


        23  sustainable. 


        24            I urge the council to consider ways we can 


        25  decrease our reliance on these dams and allow more runover �
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         1  to protect salmon health.  These methods may include demand 


         2  response, expansion of solar and wind power, and updating 


         3  transmission lines to decrease power loss.  These measures 


         4  are both necessary and achievable and would make meaningful 


         5  progress both towards salmon and steelhead recovery and 


         6  ensuring a reliable, affordable energy system. 


         7            Changing the way our hydro power system is 


         8  operated, both to support healthy and abundant salmon and to 


         9  advance a moderate and healthy -- or moderate and reliable 


        10  electricity system is a benefit for everybody.  Thank you 


        11  for -- to the council for giving me this time and for 


        12  considering our obligations to our habitats and our 


        13  communities. 


        14            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all very much. 


        15            Juno Spafford and Brian Rulifson? 


        16            Floor is yours. 


        17            MS. SPAFFORD:  Hello.  My name is Juno Spafford.  


        18  I live in Seattle and I'm a salmon educator.  I graduated 


        19  from Seattle University last year with a degree in 


        20  environmental studies and a focus on red herring restoration 


        21  for salmon recovery in Washington State. 


        22            I, like many others here today, am urging you to 


        23  prioritize regional salmon recovery goals.  This means 


        24  implementing the Columbia River Basin Restoration Initiative 


        25  and new and expanded clean energy infrastructure. �
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         1            The council -- this council can and should provide 


         2  support to Washington State and use the power plan strategy 


         3  to replace energy produced by the four lower Snake River 


         4  dams with renewable energy and resources.  Passive 


         5  restoration efforts and a distinct lack of -- of funding 


         6  towards interior monitoring leaves us 40 years on after the 


         7  first major restoration project began in Washington without 


         8  a single salmon or steelhead species recovered to pre-dam 


         9  levels. 


        10            The only way to see success for the Columbia River 


        11  Basin Fish & Wildlife Program is dam removal and  energy 


        12  replacement.  I take pride in being a salmon steward and 


        13  salmon educator, and I will never be dissuaded from 


        14  continuing to teach the importance of salmon to our 


        15  ecosystem and communities despite the lack of prioritization 


        16  of salmon recovery by the BPA. 


        17            I can only hope that the time has finally come for 


        18  conservation and energy -- clean energy targets made in 


        19  collaboration with tribal communities, residents, and 


        20  wildlife to be achieved.  Thank you. 


        21            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        22            MR. RULIFSON:  Hi.  My name is Brian Rulifson.  


        23  That's B-R-I-A-N, Rulifson, R-U-L-I-F-S-O-N.  I'm just happy 


        24  to see in the plan substantial renewables, but the reason 


        25  why I'm here today is because I'm -- I'm speaking on behalf �
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         1  of myself and my minor children where the 2,100 megawatts of 


         2  natural gas -- and we'd like to see that at zero megawatts.  


         3  Some of our concerns were that -- of the cost-effectiveness 


         4  of that natural gas capacity has to account for lifecycle 


         5  costs.   


         6            I also did some back of the -- these paper 


         7  calculations here and -- and came up with an idea of 25 


         8  kilotons of carbon per year.  And when I -- when I read 


         9  that, I -- some of my children are interested in -- in 


        10  history, and I was realizing that that is 21 kilotons was 


        11  the yield of the -- I think it was dropped on Nagasaki.  So 


        12  these are different quantities, but when it comes to 


        13  kilotons, then that's what some of us think about. 


        14            So once you order these natural gas turbines and 


        15  the productions will be cost-effective for decades, but 


        16  they're going to emit a lot of carbon.  And we also probably 


        17  assume that the gas rates will remain somewhat steady, 


        18  which, in the current climate that we've seen, you know, 


        19  geopolitical events, I don't think that there's any -- any 


        20  guarantee of that. 


        21            I'm also concerned about new corporate loads in 


        22  the form of data centers and planning for that fickle 


        23  demand, and I'd hope that the plan would consider thermal 


        24  loading of those large corporate loads on the Columbia River 


        25  and the salmon -- the fish and wildlife.  Just balancing the �
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         1  flow, by the way, is not enough when the river water is 


         2  warmed from those large corporate loads for a significant 


         3  distance downstream. 


         4            So thank you very much for taking time -- 


         5            MR. PURCE:  Thank you all so much. 


         6            Richard Voget and Christina Carpentiere? 


         7            Welcome. 


         8            MR. VOGET:  Rich Voget, R-I-C-H, V-O-G-E-T.  My 


         9  name is Rich Voget.  I'm a member of Climate Solutions and 


        10  Sierra Club.  I want you to filter all your decisions first 


        11  through the lens of climate change.  The worst day of my 


        12  life was when our only child died.  I don't want any parent 


        13  to experience that grief.  Climate change kills people.  It 


        14  is the very young and the very old who die in heatwaves.  So 


        15  how can you address the prospect of rapid demand growth 


        16  without accelerating climate change? 


        17            To curtail climate change, we need to stop using 


        18  fossil fuels and electrify everything.  Unfortunately, that 


        19  contributes to the demand growth, that addressing the 


        20  electrification demand growth by burning fossil fuel to 


        21  provide electricity to limit the effects of burning fossil 


        22  fuels is nonsensical.  Instead, clean, renewable energy and 


        23  battery storage has to be used to meet electrification 


        24  demand growth. 


        25            The demand growth from data centers can be small.  �
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         1  Just require to have the centers to provide all their own 


         2  renewable energy and battery storage and to pay for any 


         3  transmission lines to the grid.  What right does a data 


         4  center have to demand the utilities supply them so much 


         5  power that it puts the utility at risk of insufficient power 


         6  to the community during peak loads. 


         7            It's like one party guest eating most of the food 


         8  at the party.  Data centers have money.  Why should utility 


         9  customers be stuck with the bill for system upgrade 


        10  expenses?  There's probably some agreement that utilities 


        11  must supply power to all its customers but not when 


        12  demanding such a large quantity.  Peak power backup cannot 


        13  be from fossil fuels or you will be killing people. 


        14            If a data center says it will provide only 80 


        15  percent of their needed energy and will draw the balance 


        16  from the local utility grid, then demand response strategies 


        17  need to be absolutely crystal clear.  During the utility's 


        18  peak demand times, the data center must cut their power 


        19  usage as much as is needed for the utility to avoid a 


        20  brownout to their customers. 


        21            Data centers will complain that it is too 


        22  expensive or too slow to use renewable energy instead of 


        23  fossil fuel.  They want to externalize the cost of climate 


        24  change onto society and, gee, it's too bad that people die 


        25  in climate catastrophes.  The cost to society is too great �
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         1  for them to both get a price break and allow them to use 


         2  fossil fuels for power generation. 


         3            I will remind you again that the collateral damage 


         4  of using fossil fuels is death.  Make data centers pay the 


         5  full cost of generating their own clean power.  Thank you. 


         6            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


         7            Christina? 


         8            MS. CARPENTIERE:  Hi.  I'm Christa Carpentiere.  


         9  That's C-H-R-I-S-T-A, C-A-R-P-E-N-T-I-E-R-E.  I'm Christa 


        10  Carpentiere.  I live here in Seattle, and I am a huge 


        11  outdoor enthusiast.  I spend a lot of my time outdoors here, 


        12  but I get really concerned when I hear about things like 


        13  heat domes and wildfires, and I sit inside during August and 


        14  I can't go outside because it's too hot or too smoky. 


        15            So when I think about those sorts of things, I 


        16  look to our power plant, and the choices we make today will 


        17  determine whether or not these things continue, if they get 


        18  worse, if they get better.  So I strongly encourage you to 


        19  do everything you can to support clean power.  When I was 


        20  reading through the plan, I was very impressed with how much 


        21  it did focus on things like demand response and renewable 


        22  energy, and I would say please continue in that vein. 


        23            Things like transmission improvements, grid 


        24  improvements, anything we can do to make renewables more 


        25  supportable and make us less dependent on gas for our peak �
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         1  loads.  Like everyone else, I find data centers very 


         2  concerning.  I think, if we do zone for them and we do allow 


         3  them, they should have to provide their own energy, and that 


         4  should have to be clean energy.  They should not be getting 


         5  around -- getting around those requirements by using gas 


         6  turbines or something like that. 


         7            In the case that they do draw on our power grid, 


         8  they should have to be responsible for the buildout to 


         9  support the transmission that they will require.  Lastly, in 


        10  the realm of demand response and conservation, in addition 


        11  to things like heat pump improvements and modernization, 


        12  which is great, I would love to see us regionally encourage 


        13  more things like home solar.   


        14            There used to be federal incentives for that, and 


        15  it would be great if we -- if we could see local incentives 


        16  for that because it doesn't look like much, but it can 


        17  really do things like peel -- peel some of that top demand 


        18  off during peak loads, like really hot spells or really cold 


        19  spells and kind of help us from having to expand gas 


        20  capacity to -- to meet that kind of flexible load demand. 


        21            And thank you for the chance to address you.  And 


        22  that's it. 


        23            MS. PURCE:  Thank you so much. 


        24            MS. CARPENTIERE:  Thank you. 


        25            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. �
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         1            Rein Attemann and Ben Avery, please? 


         2            MR. ATTEMANN:  Hello. 


         3            MR. PURCE:  He, Rein. 


         4            MR. ATTEMANN:  Hi.  Rein Attemann, R-E-I-N, A-T-T-


         5  E-M-A-N-N.  And I'm here serving as the clean water and 


         6  salmon program director at Washington Conservation Action.  


         7  I echo many -- many, if not all, the comments made 


         8  previously.  I live in Seattle, and I am a ratepayer for 


         9  Puget Sound Energy and Seattle Public Utilities for 


        10  electricity.   


        11            As a ratepayer, I care about having affordable and 


        12  reliable clean energy systems.  A few years ago, we 


        13  installed a solar panel system in order to be more energy 


        14  independent, support renewable energy industry, and lessen 


        15  our contribution to climate change.  I would like to commend 


        16  the work -- the hard work of the council, the staff, and a 


        17  wide range of regional stakeholders working to update the 


        18  9th Power Plan as well as the Fish & Wildlife Program that 


        19  was adopted earlier this year. 


        20            The 9th Power Plan is consequential for energy 


        21  future.  It should also chart a course towards meaningful 


        22  salmon and steelhead recovery goals and honor our 


        23  obligations to uphold treaty -- tribal treaties. 


        24            In the final plan, I urge you to -- to be more 


        25  robustly -- excuse me -- in the final plan, I urge you to �
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         1  more robustly prioritize regional salmon recovery goals, new 


         2  energy, and clean renewable energy sources, expand 


         3  transmission capacity, additional conservation, and demand 


         4  response programs and work on -- and work on implementation 


         5  of the Columbia -- Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative. 


         6            The power plan resource strategy can replace the 


         7  700 megawatts produced annually from the lower Snake River 


         8  dams, and council should provide technical support and 


         9  modeling in partnership with the Washington State to 


        10  incorporate lower Snake River dams and energy replacement 


        11  into our region's future power plans. 


        12            The final plan should remove barriers to -- to 


        13  necessary transmission connections across our four states, 


        14  create a load management forum so that the region can 


        15  maximize future flexibility, and avoid further strains on 


        16  our river systems from data centers and other large-scale 


        17  energy users, adopt strong conservation targets, and 


        18  encourage region-wide collaboration to meet these goals, 


        19  develop model conservation standards for data centers, and 


        20  beef up installations, drive BPA to help regional utilities 


        21  to implement demand response programs and modernize energy 


        22  conservation delivery, and reduce a reliance on natural gas 


        23  energy -- energy production buildout to zero, as somebody 


        24  said earlier.   


        25            So these measures are necessary and doable and �
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         1  would make meaningful progress toward salmon and steelhead 


         2  recovery and ensure a reliable, affordable energy system for 


         3  all of us.  Thank you for this opportunity, and we'll be 


         4  submitting additional comments. 


         5            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Rein. 


         6            MR. AVERY:  Good evening. 


         7            MR. PURCE:  Good evening. 


         8            MR. AVERY:  My name is Ben Avery, B-E-N, A-V-E-R-


         9  Y.  My name is Ben Avery.  I live in Twisp, Washington.  I'm 


        10  a ratepayer, Okanogan PUD.  I'm also the state director for 


        11  the Sierra Club here in Washington.  I also have to say I'm 


        12  a proud UPS alum -- 


        13            MR. PURCE:  Yeah. 


        14            MR. AVERY:  -- in particular today.  I'm 


        15  testifying on behalf of our more than 81,000 members and 


        16  supporters statewide. 


        17            First, I do want to thank the council, especially 


        18  our awesome team from Washington, and the staff for very 


        19  sound, professional work on the draft power plan to date.  


        20  We support much of what it represents, a diverse portfolio 


        21  led by renewable storage, an emphasis of expanding our 


        22  transmission infrastructure, and a renewed commitment to 


        23  maximize the potential of energy efficiency. 


        24            I'm here to urge three specific enhancements 


        25  before the plan is finalized for the benefit of our rivers, �
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         1  our forests, our pocketbooks, and our climate.  First and 


         2  foremost, please be more ambitious with regard to demand 


         3  response programs and push Bonneville to lead on this.  The 


         4  current draft only proposes 599 watts from demand response 


         5  by 2032 while modeling demonstrates a potential for up to 3 


         6  times that amount. 


         7            We know that lowering energy needs in very finite 


         8  periods of peak energy demand, rent some for only a few hour 


         9  -- hours of time makes a tremendous difference.  That keeps 


        10  rates low and reduces the amount of new resources we have to 


        11  build and critically reduces pressure on the hydro system 


        12  and our beleaguered salmon and steelhead populations.  So 


        13  aggressive adoption of time of rates use -- time of use 


        14  rates -- excuse me -- and curtailment agreements with large 


        15  load users in particular, like data centers, act like a 


        16  power plant when the grid is particularly stressed.   


        17            Please adjust the demand response projections 


        18  upward and push BPA to lead on this, particularly with rural 


        19  utilities.  Second, include commitment to convene a regional 


        20  load management forum as mentioned before tonight.  Our 


        21  region has a proud history of fitting load to our unique 


        22  hydro system, but we have these new complex factors that 


        23  deserve significant debate to increase grid flexibility.  


        24  Convening a large load management forum under your authority 


        25  could rapidly build a regional strategy for conservation, �



                                                                      50 



         1  demand response, distributed resources, and large load 


         2  flexibility. 


         3            Third, make data center flexibility a requirement, 


         4  not an aspiration.  We support the proposed model 


         5  conservation standards proposed in your plan.  New large 


         6  loads show that they can ramp down, delay tolerant  work 


         7  when grid emergencies are happening, and make their backup 


         8  capacity available when the region absolutely needs it. 


         9            Flexibility is a resources that -- is the resource 


        10  that serves so many goals at once.  Thank you for the time 


        11  and for your work to date. 


        12            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Ben. 


        13            Thank you all. 


        14            Amy Grondin -- Amy Grondin and Kaeli Fertal, 


        15  please? 


        16            MS. GRONDIN:  Am I first? 


        17            MR. PURCE:  Yes. 


        18            MS. GRONDIN:  My name's Amy Grondin, A-M-Y, G, as 


        19  in gulf, R-O-N-D-I-N.  I live in -- Amy Grondin.  I live in 


        20  Port Townsend, Washington, and I'm a ratepayer with 


        21  Jefferson PUD, Jefferson County.  My husband and I are 


        22  commercial fishermen, and as of this week, I have been a 


        23  commercial fisherman for 30 years, which is half of my life.   


        24            So we rely on -- and we -- my husband and I rely 


        25  on the health of Washington and Oregon salmon populations to �



                                                                      51 



         1  make the living that pays for our mortgage, our medical 


         2  bills, our taxes, buys the groceries, so much more.  And 


         3  right now, it's really hard to pay your insurance, so that's 


         4  -- we're looking for a new plan on that one.  Nothing you 


         5  can control. 


         6            So salmon are very important business partners for 


         7  us.  When we're not catching them, we do our best to protect 


         8  them and restore the habitat that they need to produce the 


         9  next generation that will swim up river and live -- or swim 


        10  down river and live their life at sea until they return to 


        11  the river as adults to spawn.  That's why I'm here today. 


        12            This is why, as a ratepayer, I -- I care about 


        13  having an affordable, reliable, clean energy system that 


        14  also supports strong, sustainable, and abundant fish 


        15  populations.  The 9th Power Plan is important for our 


        16  region's future and should include a focus on salmon and 


        17  steelhead recovery and development of clean, new energy 


        18  sources to meet future demands. 


        19            In the final plan, please place a priority of 


        20  regional salmon recovery goals and the implementation of the 


        21  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative, clean energy as well 


        22  as expanded transmission capacity, and additional 


        23  conservation and demand response programs. 


        24            I have read that the power plan resource strategy 


        25  can replace the power produced annually by the four lower �
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         1  Snake River dams to the tune of 700 megawatts.  Despite all 


         2  efforts that have been made to help juvenile salmon swim 


         3  downstream past these four dams to the ocean and there's 


         4  adults back up river to spawn the next generation, these 


         5  fish are not recovering.   


         6            Please note that the Northwest Power Act requires 


         7  BPA to -- to balance hydropower benefits with fish and 


         8  wildlife protection, and to do so, that the power plan must 


         9  support the Columbia River Basin Restoration Initiative and 


        10  the salmon recovery goals.  If you don't know, the -- this 


        11  Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative brought together all 


        12  sorts opinions and needs to try and work a few things out. 


        13            The council should provide technical support and 


        14  modeling in partnership with Washington State to incorporate 


        15  lower Snake River dam energy replacements into our -- our 


        16  region's future power.  As a fisherman, I'm alarmed by the 


        17  fast-paced push to build data centers around Pacific 


        18  Northwest rivers and fields that farmers should and could be 


        19  growing food on that goes along with the food that -- salmon 


        20  that I catch. 


        21            I think that people have forgotten that we can't 


        22  eat data and that the data centers are competing with 


        23  farmers and fishermen and the fish for the water that we 


        24  need to make these things happen.  It's necessary to take 


        25  measures -- to make -- to take measures to make more �
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         1  meaningful progress towards salmon and steelhead recovery 


         2  and ensure reliable, affordable energy system.  Changing the 


         3  hydro -- the way the hydro system powers operate to support 


         4  healthy and abundant salmon in advance -- in advance of 


         5  modern reliable electricity system is a win-win for all of 


         6  us.  Thank you. 


         7            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


         8            Kaeli? 


         9            MS. FERTAL:  Good evening.  My name is Kaeli 


        10  Fertal, K-A-E-L-I, F-E-R-T-A-L.  I live here in Seattle, and 


        11  I'm mostly speaking for myself but am a staff member with 


        12  the Sierra Club. 


        13            I'd like to begin by thanking the council and 


        14  staff for your decades of leadership that have helped make 


        15  the Northwest a national example of energy conservation 


        16  climate action.  As currently written, the draft 9th Power 


        17  Plan continues much of that innovative policy.  The 


        18  significant investment in renewable energy is an important 


        19  step towards meeting our region's growing energy needs.  But 


        20  I'm here today to ask you to push harder. 


        21            As a college student and later, in my early career 


        22  as a marine biologist in the early 2010s, 2030 felt 


        23  comfortably distant.  The climate policies we needed to 


        24  avoid irreversible tipping points felt ambitious but 


        25  achievable.  The changes we were witnessing to our �
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         1  ecosystems were a warning, not an inevitability.  There was 


         2  still time. 


         3            Now, it's well over a decade later, and just last 


         4  month, United Nations officially reported that exceeding 1.5 


         5  degrees of warming is unavoidable.  The report also made 


         6  clear that we have the solutions we need but that we aren't 


         7  acting with enough urgency, and every fraction of a degree 


         8  still matters.  It matters immensely.  Every bit of warming 


         9  that we can prevent means fewer lives lost, less ecosystem 


        10  damage, and less suffering. 


        11            That changes how I look at a 20-year energy plan 


        12  written in 2026, and I hope it changes how you look at this 


        13  plan.  I understand that we are grappling with unprecedented 


        14  demand and uncertainty, but the Northwest has never been a 


        15  region content to simply do what's adequate.  I'm not an 


        16  expert in energy systems or regional power planning, but you 


        17  are.  And so my ask to you is that you use that expertise to 


        18  find every opportunity to meet our energy needs without 


        19  locking us into additional fossil fuel infrastructure. 


        20            Because while I'm not an energy expert, as a 


        21  scientist turned advocate and avid outdoor recreationist, I 


        22  deeply understand the consequences of continued climate 


        23  warming.  In particular, I urge the council to revisit the 


        24  energy conservation and demand response sections to ensure 


        25  that we are maximizing these resources before turning to new �
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         1  generation. 


         2            And those conservation goals should apply equally 


         3  across all four states.  The draft recognizes that data 


         4  centers may be able to provide valuable load flexibility.  I 


         5  urge you to go further.  Power-hungry users like data 


         6  centers should be required, not only encouraged, to shift or 


         7  reduce their operations to alleviate the strain that they're 


         8  creating. 


         9            They must also build the flexibility and capacity 


        10  into this plan to replace the energy services of the four 


        11  lower Snake River dams, restoring a free-flowing lower Snake 


        12  River, and giving our salmon and steelhead a real chance at 


        13  recovery is compatible with a reliable energy system.  We 


        14  have the tools to build a clean, reliable, affordable, and 


        15  resilient energy future.  The 9th Power Plan should be 


        16  ambitious enough to use them to their full potential.  Thank 


        17  you so much for your time. 


        18            MR. PURCE:  Thank you both very much. 


        19            Julia Reitan and Tim Sterns?  I hope I got that 


        20  right. 


        21            Welcome. 


        22            MS. REITAN:  Okay.  Hello.  My name is Julia 


        23  Reitan, J-U-L-I-A, R-E-I-T-A-N.  I'm speaking as an 


        24  individual, but I have been associated with the Sierra Club 


        25  for many decades. �
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         1            And I cared about energy and energy conservation 


         2  and efficiency since age six.  At that point, my parents 


         3  built a home in Central Illinois, a standard ranch house of 


         4  the day, but my mother insisted it would have passive solar 


         5  design, and so she researched how wide the eaves would need 


         6  to be in order to block the sun in the summer and allow it 


         7  in in the winter in our location in Central Illinois. 


         8            She asked for so much insulation in our house that 


         9  the contractor actually told her, "Lady, nobody puts in, you 


        10  know, insulation like that."  And for the big windows that 


        11  faced south, she picked a newfangled invention at the time, 


        12  casement windows that had double -- double glazing.  And so 


        13  for 60 years now -- over 60 years, I have been able to -- I 


        14  have internalized that story of energy conservation and 


        15  energy efficiency just being the right thing to do. 


        16            I've always thought it was cool to live in the 


        17  Northwest where that is by law and by plan, the primary 


        18  means to meet our energy needs.  And I realize that this 9th 


        19  Power Plan is continuing that.  The only thing I would do is 


        20  encourage you to double down because, even if we do need new 


        21  -- new electricity resources, that is still our best option.  


        22  And it's just the smart, right thing to do. 


        23            A couple other comments about the plan.  The plan 


        24  is looking at new gas-fired turbines for electrical 


        25  generation.  And I as understand it, pipelines are at or �
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         1  near capacity at this point, the natural gas pipelines.  And 


         2  building long, skinny connectors across miles of state is 


         3  hard.  Let's not waste effort on pipelines that move fossil 


         4  fuels that you then just got to burn in order to make 


         5  electricity the old-fashioned way.  Let's build transmission 


         6  lines that actually carry electricity from where it can be 


         7  most cleanly produced to where it's needed. 


         8            I urge you to focus more of the plan on renewables 


         9  and the conditions to get transmission lines and not 


        10  pipelines built.  And finally, there is the council's 


        11  responsibility to protect fish and wildlife.  Fish need 


        12  water to flow when they need it, and I urge you to do even 


        13  more to require flexibility for fish.  Thank you so much. 


        14            MR. PURCE:  Thank you, Julia. 


        15            MR. STEARNS:  Good evening.  My name's Tim 


        16  Stearns, T-I-M, S-T-E-A-R-N-S.  I am currently a Seattle 


        17  City Light ratepayer, which I have been since 1984.  I 


        18  followed the power lines west from Montana because Montana, 


        19  at that time, was slated to have 25 coal plants to keep hot 


        20  tubs hot and white wine cold in the West.  And I thought 


        21  there was a better way. 


        22            The Northwest power system powered my 


        23  Grandfather's farm, but it was also accompanied by misguided 


        24  -- misguided policies.  To obtain electric service, my 


        25  grandfather had to remove four wind-powered irrigation �
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         1  systems.  It was ridiculous.  I've been involved in the 


         2  Northwest Power Act since 1978.  As a college student, I 


         3  wrote a couple of papers denouncing how foolish it was just 


         4  to have blank check to underwrite five number power plants.   


         5            Luckily, we were able to improve it, but we still 


         6  never got it right.  I worked my whole career to establish 


         7  efficiency as a resource, and we've now achieved 8,000 


         8  megawatts of it.  I worked to help pass model conservation 


         9  standards across the region.  I was called a communist 


        10  multiple times because I advocated two-by-six walls with 


        11  insulation and -- but we overcame them. 


        12            We also did some -- some visionary policies.  So I 


        13  worked to establish the framework for rooftop solar across 


        14  the states of Oregon and Washington, including 


        15  interconnection, planning, zoning, and siting, and building 


        16  standards.  I'm sorry to say that council showed little 


        17  interest.  They didn't think those were cost-effective, but 


        18  frankly, it takes the bold to make things cost-effective. 


        19            And we have done that now, but it was part of a 


        20  national effort.  So I point that out because there's a lot 


        21  of innovations that need to be included in this plan that 


        22  aren't at this point, and I -- my time is running, so -- and 


        23  I've worked on salmon issues since the ESA took over in 


        24  1991, which never should've happened.  We did a well on the 


        25  efficiency side of the Power Act.  We have not done as well �
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         1  on the fish side.   


         2            We've -- many of us have done efforts to improve 


         3  habitat across the region.  But frankly, we have never been 


         4  able to fix the hydro system.  Right now, the hydro system  


         5  -- both the Yakima River and the Hanford breach are far more 


         6  productive than the Snake River, which used to carry the 


         7  lion's share of it.  So I -- I guess I would submit that 


         8  ratepayers have always wanted this clean, reliable, and 


         9  sustainable system.  And we all believe that we should honor 


        10  the treaty rights that we have done.  We've tried a lot of 


        11  techno fixes, and we've wasted a lot of money.  But it's 


        12  time to get on -- on with it.  


        13            I want to close with this.  We need to bring 


        14  sanity back to the data center conversation.  When I worked 


        15  for the State of Washington, data centers were always 


        16  begging us for tax incentives.  They were always begging us 


        17  for -- 


        18            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        19            MR. STEARNS:  -- transmission access.  But 


        20  everything inside the box, they considered proprietary, and 


        21  it was kind of really unfair.  It's -- it's time now that we 


        22  establish real life conservation standards for water and 


        23  electricity. 


        24            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        25            MR. STEARNS:  Thank you very much. �
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         1            MR. PURCE:  We appreciate it. 


         2            Tommi Adams and Kathleen Callaghy?  Excuse me.  I 


         3  hope that's right.  (Coughs) Excuse me.  Okay. 


         4            MS. ADAMS:  I'll just -- hi. 


         5            MR. PURCE:  Hi. 


         6            MS. ADAMS:  Good evening.  My name is Tommi Adams.  


         7  I'm here representing Tommi Adams, and -- 


         8            MR. PURCE:  Will you please state your name and 


         9  spell it for the record? 


        10            MS. ADAMS:  T-O-M-M-I, A-D-A-M-S.  I'm here 


        11  tonight because I care deeply about our communities today, 


        12  tomorrow, seven years from now.  I care about our fish and 


        13  wildlife and the rise in sovereignty in tribal nations. 


        14            Just like everyone else here, I first started off 


        15  my testimony with why data centers suck.  I think we need to 


        16  be honest about what kind of growth we are preparing for and 


        17  who that growth is serving.  The 9th Power Plan identifies 


        18  data centers as one of the major uncertainties in the future 


        19  electricity demand, and I want to be clear.  I'm not against 


        20  planning for energy needs.  I'm questioning whether we 


        21  should build our entire energy system around an industry 


        22  whose future growth is so uncertain. 


        23            And when data centers are creating such a 


        24  significant amount of uncertainty in our forecast, I think 


        25  we should be asking more than just how do we generate enough �
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         1  electricity for them.  We should also be asking do we 


         2  actually want to plan this much of our energy future around 


         3  them. 


         4            Who pays for the infrastructures we build?  That 


         5  question becomes even more important when we look at what 


         6  the 9th Plan is proposing.  Nine thousand megawatts of new 


         7  renewable of generation, five thousand two hundred megawatts 


         8  of storage, and two thousand one hundred megawatts of 


         9  natural gas.  I want to understand how much of that is truly 


        10  necessary for the Northwest long-term needs and how much is 


        11  being driven by uncertain future industrial demand. 


        12            And when we talk about building that much 


        13  generation, storage, and transmission, we also have to ask 


        14  what those projects mean for the places where they are 


        15  built.  Are we considering the impacts on wildlife habitat, 


        16  salmon, rivers, water, land, and the communities that live 


        17  alongside this infrastructure?  I talk a little bit about 


        18  hydro operations as well. 


        19            But for the sake of time, let me continue.  And 


        20  then this transition.  Even if we built thousands of 


        21  megawatts of renewable generation and storage, those 


        22  resources don't help if we cannot move electricity where it 


        23  is needed.  So I wanted to know whether that transition 


        24  required by this plan can realistically be permitted and 


        25  built and what the impacts will be on communities, land, and �
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         1  tribal resources. 


         2            But ultimately, this brings me to the question I 


         3  care about the most.  Who is accountable for the 


         4  consequences of these decisions?  The Columbia River is not 


         5  just an electricity resource.  It is an ecosystem, a source 


         6  of food and culture and a part of the homeland's and treaty 


         7  rights of tribal nations.  Tribal nations are not just 


         8  stakeholders.  We are sovereign governments with treaty-


         9  protected rights connected to fish and other resources. 


        10            Those rights are connected to food, culture, 


        11  community, and the continuation of tribal life.  So as the 


        12  9th Power Plan moves from forecasting into actual decisions 


        13  and implementations, how are tribal treaty rights and tribal 


        14  priorities incorporated directly into the planning 


        15  framework, and how can we ensure that tribal inputs 


        16  continues to shape criteria, modeling, research decisions, 


        17  and projects that come out of this plan, not simply 


        18  conversation around them? 


        19            MR. PURCE:  Thank you. 


        20            MS. ADAMS:  Thank you -- 


        21            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


        22            Kathleen? 


        23            MS. CALLAGHY:  Hello, Councilmembers.  My name is 


        24  Kathleeen Callaghy, K-A-T-H-L-E-E-N, C-A-L-L-A-G-H-Y.  I am 


        25  the campaign manager for the Columbia Snake River campaign, �
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         1  but today I am speaking just on my own behalf as a Seattle 


         2  resident and ratepayer of Seattle City Light. 


         3            I think you've probably heard all the technical 


         4  comments you need at -- by this point to create an even 


         5  better plan than the one that is on the table, so I'm going 


         6  to talk a little bit more about value just because, 


         7  ultimately, I think that this plan is a statement of values.  


         8  It's a statement of what we prioritize going forward into 


         9  our future. 


        10            Speaking of the future, I was born in 1984, and if 


        11  -- by that point, scientists had been ringing the bells 


        12  about climate change for about 20 years, and it still hadn't 


        13  entered the public consciousness.  I'm going to be 42 next 


        14  month, and here we are with global temperatures having risen 


        15  1.5 percent, 5 percent of our ice cap's gone, and now we're 


        16  in this room trying to figure out how to generate enough 


        17  energy to survive the hottest summers on record with air 


        18  conditioning. 


        19            I hate these choices.  I don't like it at all.  I 


        20  was one of those kids, and now I'm one of those adults.  And 


        21  I'm going to hopefully live long enough to see the 


        22  consequences of the choices that are made in this room 


        23  today.  So briefly touching on those, it's a good mix right 


        24  now, the power mix.  It can be better, and I think we do it 


        25  without going backwards by adding natural gas.  I don't �
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         1  think we need it. 


         2            This region -- and then I also think that we need 


         3  to, as much as possible, add new renewables and reduce 


         4  pressure on the hydro system.  That system harms fish.  


         5  Harming fish harms people, as you've heard adequately today.  


         6  And I'm -- having a diverse energy mix is simply smart, and 


         7  I'm frankly perplexed why Bonneville Power has made it so 


         8  hard for its customers to seek other renewables in their 


         9  provider-of-choice contracts. 


        10            If AI data centers are going to use power in the 


        11  Northwest, not only should they provide it themselves from 


        12  clean energy, but that processing power had better be going 


        13  towards curing breast cancer, not to generating deep-fake 


        14  videos or to sell me more stuff online.  So we need to 


        15  regulate those as much as possible. 


        16            Vice Chair Purce, you've spoken in the past about 


        17  the importance of democratic process.  Let's democratize 


        18  energy, get those to, you know, demand response on.  Let 


        19  people coupon save as much as possible by using less energy.  


        20  Give that power back to them. 


        21            And lastly, I ask the council to seriously 


        22  consider assisting Washington State in its modeling to -- on 


        23  how to replace the energy of the lower -- lower Snake River 


        24  dams.  We should not be afraid of information, and you guys 


        25  have the credibility and the expertise to make that happen.  �
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         1  Thank you. 


         2            MR. PURCE:  Thank you so much. 


         3            Shannon Presser and Michael Shurgot? 


         4            Welcome, y'all.  All right.   


         5            Shannon? 


         6            MS. PRESSLER:  My name is Shannon Pressler, S-H-A-


         7  N-N-O-N, P-R-E-S-S-L-E-R.  I'm the Washington clean energy 


         8  policy manager with Climate Solutions.  I live here in 


         9  Seattle, and I am a Seattle City Light ratepayer. 


        10            The draft 9th Power Plan comes at a very important 


        11  time in our region's energy system.  Utilities across Oregon 


        12  and Washington are working to comply with state clean energy 


        13  mandates.  Data center proposals are flooding the region.  


        14  In Oregon, data centers already account for almost a quarter 


        15  of annual statewide electricity demand.  And we're entering 


        16  into an era of substantial load growth for the first time in 


        17  decades, all while our hydroelectric system is operating at 


        18  historic lows due to climate change. 


        19            The draft plan acknowledges this new reality and 


        20  provides foundational direction for BPA and utilities 


        21  regionwide for how to approach resource planning.  And 


        22  Climate Solutions believes that the underlying strategy in 


        23  the plan is for comprehensive and balanced.  We're very 


        24  pleased to see the council recommending a mix of new, mostly 


        25  renewable generation resources, conservation, and demand �
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         1  response, and storage to meet our region's needs.   


         2            However, we do see opportunities to go further and 


         3  strengthen the plan in a way that better positions us to 


         4  reduce harmful greenhouse gas emissions from our electricity 


         5  system, promote long-term affordability, and provide more 


         6  benefits to residents and ratepayers.   


         7            First, our region needs a more aggressive demand 


         8  response target.  Demand response provides immense value to 


         9  the grid in reducing peak load across the system and 


        10  therefore reducing the need for very dirty, very expensive 


        11  peak generation dispatch.  And looking ahead to a future 


        12  where we expect to need significantly more capacity to meet 


        13  growing demand, it is critical we pursue as much demand 


        14  response as possible. 


        15            Second, we should approach recommendations for new 


        16  natural gas with extreme caution.  Beyond Washington State's 


        17  mandate to eliminate fossil fuels from our grid, natural gas 


        18  carries inherent and unique reliability and affordability 


        19  risks.  Fuel prices are incredibly volatile and many major 


        20  forecasts indicate that fuel prices could double between now 


        21  and 2035, and those costs ultimately fall to ratepayers. 


        22            And as noted in the draft plan, existing pipeline 


        23  capacity is highly constrained, and building new pipelines 


        24  will be both incredibly expensive and face a lot of public 


        25  opposition.  Natural gas infrastructure is also liable to �
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         1  outages in times of extreme weather as we experienced during 


         2  the 2024 MLK weekend cold snap in the Pacific Northwest.  


         3  And so the council should seek more aggressive renewable 


         4  storage, conservation, and demand response targets to reduce 


         5  dependency on natural gas a seasonal peaking resource. 


         6            And third and last, Climate Solutions agrees with 


         7  the council that planning for data center load growth is 


         8  very important, but data center interconnections are still 


         9  highly speculative.  And we, in Washington, are acutely 


        10  aware of the risks of overbuilding new resources to meet 


        11  load that does not show up, and so we would caution against 


        12  planning for a high data center load growth scenario.   


        13            And data centers can and should be flexible, and 


        14  we urge the council to include and expand demand response 


        15  targets for data centers.  They have a massive impact on 


        16  expected load growth for the region, they're willing to pay 


        17  for infrastructure, and they do have the ability to be 


        18  flexible.  Thank you. 


        19            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


        20            Michael? 


        21            MR. SHURGOT:  Yes.  Thank you. 


        22            Good afternoon.  And thank you for -- sorry 


        23  (clears throat) -- for this opportunity to speak.  I am 


        24  Michael, M-I-C-H-A-E-L, Shurgot, S-H-U-R-G-O-T -- G-O-T.  


        25  (Clears throat) sorry.  Asthma. �
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         1            I live in Seattle, and I appear today as a 


         2  representative of Snake River Savers, an environmental group 


         3  dedicated to the removal of four dams on the lower Snake 


         4  River.  You are all familiar with the numerous technical 


         5  issues that NPPC (sic) must consider when attempting to 


         6  balance what may appear to be the irreconcilable needs of 


         7  power generation and conservation. 


         8            Your very title emphasizes this dichotomy.  While 


         9  I recognize that energy needs are liable to rise 


        10  substantially in the next 10 years and that meeting those 


        11  energy needs is essential to the region's economic future, I 


        12  urge you to include in your final plan the need to remove 


        13  the four dams on the lower Snake River. 


        14            The one dam that generates electricity produces 


        15  less than three percent of the region's energy needs, and 


        16  this percentage is not going to rise.  Meanwhile, the Snake 


        17  River is dying.  In fact, it is no longer a river.  It's a 


        18  series of overheated, polluted, stagnate lakes where fish 


        19  die.  I have participated in the last two flotillas on the 


        20  Snake River organized by Native American leaders, and I can 


        21  testify to the illness of the river, a visual symbol of 


        22  which is a toxic algae bloom for at least the second 


        23  consecutive summer. 


        24            Even though President Trump detonated the Columbia 


        25  Basin agreement that six sovereign nations and Oregon and �
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         1  Washington crafted during the Biden Administration, thus 


         2  negating all conservation efforts, we in the Pacific 


         3  Northwest and our political leaders and governing bodies, 


         4  such as NPCC, must nonetheless work towards maintaining that 


         5  balance between energy generation and environmental 


         6  conservation. 


         7            And as NPCC moves forward on its stated goal of 


         8  five million returning fish in the Columbia Basin, I urge 


         9  you to mandate a large spill over the Columbia River dams 


        10  annually through August 31 to urge Bonneville Power to meet 


        11  its conservation obligations and to reinvigorate planning 


        12  for -- for the rebirth of Snake River as a river. 


        13            I conclude with the wise words of Aldo Leopold.  


        14  "A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, 


        15  stability, and beauty of the biotic community.  It is wrong 


        16  when it tends otherwise."  The four dams on the lower Snake 


        17  River obviously tend otherwise.  Thank you. 


        18            MR. PURCE:  Thank you very much. 


        19            And our last individual signup is Vera Schoepe. 


        20            Vera, come on up.  Welcome. 


        21            MS. SCHOEPE:  Hello.  My name is Vera, S-C-H-O-E-


        22  P-E.  In the past few years, I have had the honor and 


        23  opportunity to support tribal land ecological restoration 


        24  and biocultural heritage campaigns led by the Nez Perce, 


        25  Palouse, Wanapum, Yakama, Lani, and Walla Walla nations.  �
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         1  That has led me to conduct research in sustainability, water 


         2  resilience, and the value placed in ancestral community 


         3  engagement when developing authentic sustainable energy 


         4  systems. 


         5            There are currently 31 dams in the Columbia River 


         6  systems operations, which the Northwest Power and 


         7  Conservation Council oversees.  Thank you for doing that.  


         8  The lower Snake River dams produce only about an average of 


         9  600, 700 megawatts despite their nameplate capacity of 3,000 


        10  megawatts.   


        11            Since they are allotted 3,000 megawatts in BPA's 


        12  transmission queue, they are taking up limited and vital 


        13  space that far exceeds the actual contribution.  This 3,000 


        14  megawatts could be allotted and better utilized with more 


        15  localized renewable energy sources like wind, solar, and 


        16  storage.  Given my experience in ecology organizing with  


        17  indigenous leaders and Central Washington farm workers, I am 


        18  very concerned about water resilience and hope that energy 


        19  planning is developed by centering water energy nexus and 


        20  strategizing to prevent impact on whole ecosystem health, 


        21  especially farming communities including some populations. 


        22            I strongly urge you to create legally binding 


        23  guidelines that ensure that power development and site 


        24  selection cannot be designated without consent and feedback 


        25  from tribes in our bioregion.  During my review of draft -- �
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         1  no.  During your review of the draft -- I'm sorry -- please 


         2  consider legally demanding that this whole ecosystem 


         3  management strategies are put into place before building of 


         4  those plans happen. 


         5            That's key for climate resilience planning, 


         6  especially in connection with data centers, which are often 


         7  quoted, but we don't know, between 30 to 40 percent 


         8  electricity usage and water usage.  This is vital for farm 


         9  workers but also indigenous leaders.  I hope you can require 


        10  those environmental impact reports that center socioeconomic 


        11  impact and also that take into account the east/west 


        12  inequity happening regarding water resilience, health, and 


        13  energy inequity. 


        14            I would like to thank you for your work and also 


        15  take a moment to say the last time I was down the lower 


        16  Snake, the water was really thick with algae and also really 


        17  hot.  The juvenile birches are not working, so we're really 


        18  talking about keystone species such as salmon but also 


        19  southern residents that rely on our action to protect water 


        20  for farm workers but also tribal leaders, salmon southern 


        21  residents, but also ourselves who live in this bioregion.  


        22  Thank you so much for this time. 


        23            MR. PURCE:  Thank you so much. 


        24            Do we have any more on the list?  Okay.  We're -- 


        25  we're at the end, and we are scheduled to be here through �
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         1  6:00 o'clock.  I have -- I think -- I would very much like 


         2  to offer an opportunity if someone had something else beyond 


         3  what they have already stated to have a period of time.  But 


         4  say two minutes if they would like to finish something if 


         5  they haven't completed.  If they would raise their hand, and 


         6  we would handle it that way.  We'll be here to wait through 


         7  the -- until we're here at 6:00 o'clock.  But if there's 


         8  anything that someone thinks is critical that they didn't 


         9  have an opportunity to say, we want to afford that 


        10  opportunity.  We really appreciate -- we -- yeah. 


        11            Okay.  Well, why don't we take a pause for -- 


        12  we'll take a -- a five-minute pause, and if you feel like 


        13  you want to say something further, you can sign up with your 


        14  name and you can come up, okay?  We'll take a break. 


        15            MR. GOLDEN:  And we'll hang out in the -- 


        16            MR. PURCE:  And we'll hang out.  We'll be here.  


        17  Thank you all so much. 


        18            (WHEREUPON, a recess was taken.) 


        19            MR. PURCE:  And we want to officially bring this 


        20  hearing to the close of this power council.  And thank you 


        21  all for coming and testifying and be a part of this very 


        22  important democratic process.  We really, really appreciate 


        23  everybody.  Thank you very much. 


        24            (WHEREUPON, the PUBLIC HEARING concluded at 6:00 


        25  p.m.) �
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