
 
 
 
851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100                                        Bill Edmonds                                                                    503-222-5161 
Portland, Oregon 97204-1348                                              Executive Director                                                                 800-452-5161 
www.nwcouncil.org                                                                                                                                                      

Guy Norman 
Chair 

Washington 
 

KC Golden 
Washington 

 
Jim Yost 

Idaho 
 

Jeffery C. Allen 
Idaho 

 

 

Doug Grob 
Vice Chair 
Montana 

 
Mike Milburn 

Montana 
 

Ginny Burdick 
Oregon  

 
Louie Pitt, Jr. 

Oregon 
 
 

 
January 4, 2023 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Fish and Wildlife Committee Members 
 
FROM:  Stacy Horton 
 
SUBJECT: Washington Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office Update on the 2022 

State of Salmon in Watersheds Report  
 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Eli Asher, Policy Specialist, Washington Governor’s Salmon Recovery 

Office  
 
Summary: The biennially updated State of the Salmon in Watersheds report provides 

a statewide overview of abundance of ESA-listed Washington State 
salmon and steelhead populations, a summary of activities funded through 
the Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board, and a high-level 
explanation of all-H salmon recovery in the state. The 2022 report includes 
updated relative population levels and summaries of recent recovery 
efforts.  

 
Relevance: The protection, mitigation and recovery of fish and wildlife requires a 

regional commitment. The Washington Governor’s Salmon Recovery 
Office has been a valuable partner in this effort.  

 
Background:  The Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program shares in the 

region’s broader vision of natural-origin salmon and steelhead populations 
across the basin that are diverse, resilient, productive, and sufficiently 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/


abundant to allow substantial opportunities for tribal and non-tribal 
harvest.The Washington Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office (GRSO) 
provides a productive partnership that works across social and ecological 
boundaries to inform and address issues that impact salmon and 
steelhead recovery. Since 2008, the GRSO has produced the State of 
Salmon in Watersheds Report to update, engage, and help set a path 
forward toward salmon recovery. 

 
 
More Info:  The State of the Salmon in Watersheds report is an interactive website 

hosted by the Recreation and Conservation Office: 
https://stateofsalmon.wa.gov. An executive summary is available for 
download from the website or in (limited) print version. 
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Executive 
Summary

Why save salmon?
Salmon Status
Climate Change
Funding
Habitat
Water (quality, quantity)
Fish Passage
Harvest
Hydropower
Hatcheries
Food Web/Predation
Highlighted projects
In Memoriam



Abundance











Climate Change



Freezing levels rising

Snowfall decreasing

Peak flow days increasing

Water temperature increasing



Funding

$0 

$100 

$200 

$300 

$400 

$500 

$600 

$700 

$800 

M
IL

LI
O

N
S

RCO-Managed Salmon Recovery Funding 
1999-2022



Web Resources 
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Web Resources 
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Web Resources 
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"If your life's work can be accomplished in your 
lifetime, you're not thinking big enough.“

-Wes Jackson     
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