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MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members
FROM: Patty O’Toole. Fish and Wildlife Division Director
SUBJECT: Overview and implementation update on the Resilient Columbia Basin
Agreement
BACKGROUND:
Presenter: Kate Marckworth, Office of Legal Counsel, Yakama Nation
Jay Hesse, Director of Biological Services, Nez Perce Tribe
Austin Smith, Jr. Natural Resources General Manager, Confederated Tribes of
Warm Springs
Eric Quaempts, Director, Department of Natural Resources, Confederated Tribes
of Umatilla Indian Reservation
Jim McKenna, Columbia Basin Federal Policy Advisor, State of Oregon
Michael Garrity, Special Assistant for Columbia River Policy, State of Washington
Summary: Representatives of a group of two Columbia basin states and four tribes will
provide an overview and an update of the Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement, a
set of federal commitments related to Columbia River regional energy planning
and salmon and steelhead.
Relevance:  Many of these commitments overlap or intersect with the Council’s
responsibilities under the Northwest Power Act. As we are approaching a Fish and
Wildlife Program amendment and an update for the Power Plan, understanding
what the commitments are and how they are being implemented and coordinated
will be important.
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Background:

In late 2023 a set of commitments were made by the U.S. Government in support of Columbia
River salmon and other native fish populations. Those commitments were then formalized in a
Memorandum of Understanding between the United States; the states of Oregon and
Washington; the Nez Perce, Umatilla, Warm Springs, and Yakama Tribes; and the environmental
organizations that were plaintiffs in the ongoing Columbia River system litigation. In the MOU the
parties also agreed to stay the litigation for at least five years. The agreement as a whole is known
as the Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement, or RCBA, and it was based on a proposal from the
states and tribes called the Columbia Basin Restoration Initiative or the CRBI.

At the January Council meeting, representatives from these states and tribes will provide an
overview of the commitments and an update on their implementation. Presenters intend to
address their collaboration, the RCBA, and the CBRI.

Attachments:
Memorandum of Understanding



https://critfc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CBRI-MOU.pdf

