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Given how extensive the diversion of water is in the Columbia River Basin, a large percentage of the fish that live in
the Basin will encounter a water diversion at some point during their life. Keeping fish out of these diversions is
essential. Fish screens are devices that allow water to pass through while preventing fish from entering a diversion.
More than 98% of young salmon survive an encounter with a properly designed and operated screen.

Because Oregon law only requires fish screens for new points of diversions, most screens on older water
diversions are installed voluntarily with the State and other partners. Working with Oregon's fish screening experts,
water users can receive guidance in the selection and installation of screens to ensure reliable flow while reducing
maintenance and protecting fish. Some benefits of fish screen partnerships include:

Prevent fish from entering diversion
Improves the protection, survival, and restoration of native fish
Protects investments in hatchery production and watershed restoration
Allows clean and efficient diversion of water for farms, cities, and businesses 
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Diversions and Screening in the Columbia River
Basin: The Early Days

The use of irrigation ditches in the Columbia River Basin dates back
to the 1800s. By the early-1900s, the effects of these diversions were
realized and laws were enacted requiring water diverters to screen
their diversions.

By the early-1930s, state agencies were implementing fish screening
programs and by the 1950s the programs were funded by the
Mitchell Act. As Mitchell Act funding plateaued in the early-1990s, it
became apparent this funding could not solely support the
construction of new screen projects while supporting the operation
and maintenance costs of existing screens.

Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s
(NPCC) Fish and Wildlife Program:

In 1991, the NPCC committed support for fish screens and passage
programs through its Fish and Wildlife Program. The Program also
directed the region’s fish screen managers to coordinate the basin’s
programs (including Mitchel Act-funded), through the Fish Screen
Oversight Committee. 

Landowner Cooperation: The Key to Success

Fish screening programs funded by Bonneville Power Administration through the NPCC’s Fish and Wildlife Program assist with preventing fish from becoming entrained
into irrigation water diversions.  Since a significant amount of fish habitat is on private land, the success of these programs would not be possible without the support,
cooperation, and commitment from landowners.
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