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June 23, 2006 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM: Jennifer Light, Director of Power Planning 
 
SUBJECT: Ninth Power Plan Development 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Power division staff 
 
Summary: The Council will meet on June 30th to continue working on the development of the 

Ninth Power Plan. This session will be the first look at a fully compiled draft 
document. This includes a first look at a preliminary draft of the introduction, 
redline edits to Chapters 4 and 5 based on the June 16 discussion and member 
follow-up, and clean versions of Chapters 1 through 3, which had previously been 
reviewed and edited by the Council.  

 
Relevance: Under the Northwest Power Act, the Council is required to review its power plan 

no less frequently than once every five years. The council initiated its review of the 
power plan in February 2025, with a goal of developing and releasing a draft power 
plan in July of 2026 and a final power plan by November 2026. 

 
Workplan: B. Development of the Ninth Power Plan 
 

https://www.nwcouncil.org/


Ninth Power Plan 
Development

June 30, 2026



Today’s Agenda

• Process check in
– Next steps in preparing for release of the draft
– Process between draft and final
– Timeline options for finalizing a Power Plan

• First look at complete draft
– Will walk through document from top to bottom
– Spend most time on Introduction (new!) and 

Chapter 4
– Hit Chapters 1-3 and 5 more quickly



What’s Coming Up



Getting to a Draft Power Plan

June July

Finalize draft plan

Draft – Subject to Change

Initiate public comment

August + Beyond



What is Needed to Be Ready for Release?

• Draft resource strategy identified

• Post-strategy process steps
– Resource adequacy check
– Final sales forecast
– Cost-effectiveness methodology

• Main plan document

• Technical appendices

Resource Amount by 2032

Conservation 1,060 aMW
$150/MWh OR & WA (860 aMW)  

$70/MWh ID & MT (200 aMW)

Demand Response 590 MW

Voltage Regulation 220 MW

Renewables 9,000 MW

Storage 5,200 MW

Natural Gas 2,100 MW

Doing final QC

Nearly done

12 of 16 complete
2 in PA review
2 waiting on post-process steps above

Still 2 meetings for review

Staff is committed to continue conversations 
around the dual target (and other aspects of 
the strategy) during public comment period. 



What Happens After Decision to Release 
the Draft?
• Final edits are made and the draft Plan is readied for publishing on the website

• Notice is provided to the region through email, newsletter, social media outlets

• Council accepts comment through public comment period via:
– Written comment through the website and email
– Oral comment at Council meetings
– Comment at formal public hearings (at least one in each state)
– Other consultations scheduled with entities throughout the region

• Council has traditionally had a 60-day public comment period for the power plan, 
although more time may be warranted for the Ninth Plan



What Happens After Close of Public 
Comment?
• Comments will be sent to members and made available publicly via the Council’s website

• Staff will begin processing and summarizing comments and preparing recommendations 
for how to address comments

– Thorough review will likely take around 4 weeks
– Plan is to have a deep dive review of all the comments and staff recommendations for Council 

discussion and direction
– From here, staff will make suggested revisions to the document (in redline) for Council consideration 

and approval before final approval of the Final Power Plan

• Council can continue conversations after official close of comment, but at some point, we 
will need to close the record in advance of finalizing the plan

• Council has traditionally taken 2-3 months to finalize a plan after close of public comment



Potential Timelines for Public Comment

Step 60 – Day 75 – Day 90 – Day
Close public comment September 18 October 2 October 16

Public hearings mid-Aug to mid-Sep mid-Aug to end of Sep mid-Aug to mid-Oct

In-depth review of public comments October 14-15 November 17-18
(preliminary look in Oct)

November 17-18

Finalize Ninth Plan Nov or Dec 2026 Dec 2026 or Feb 2027 Dec 2026 or Feb 2027

Draft – Subject to Change

Assuming a July 14th decision to release and roughly July 20th release:

Suggest we revisit these options at the end of today’s meeting, after we see 
how we are tracking on progress towards releasing the plan.



Review Document
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