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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM:  Mark Fritsch 
 
SUBJECT: Update on construction for Mid-Columbia Coho Restoration Program, Project 

#1996-040-00, Upper Columbia Production Projects1 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Cory Kamphaus, Policy Advisor-Projects Supervisor, Yakama Nation Fisheries 

Resource Management and Tom Scribner, Mid-Columbia Policy Advisor, Yakama 
Nation Fisheries 

 
Summary:  Cory and Tom will present an overview of the reintroduction of coho salmon in the 

Wenatchee and Methow subbasins and provide an update on the anticipated 
construction of the facilities associated with the reviewed and recommended 
master plan. This project, through experimental design, incorporating numerous 
studies and reviews, was able to demonstrate that the viability of non-local, 
domesticated hatchery stocks can be used to develop self-sustaining, naturally 
reproducing coho populations in the Wenatchee and Methow subbasins 

 
Relevance: As part of the Council’s recommendation in 2017 associated with the master plan 

the Council requested an update prior to construction.  
 

 
1 In 2020, the Project #2008-458-00 Steelhead Kelt Reconditioning and Project #2009-001-00 Upper Columbia 
Spring Chinook and Steelhead Acclimation were merged with Project #1996-040-00, Mid-Columbia Coho 
Restoration Project with a new title Upper Columbia Production. Project #1996-040-01, Upper Columbia Production 
(CAP) will implement the capital component of the effort.   

https://www.nwcouncil.org/
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Workplan: Fish and Wildlife Division work plan 2026; Project Review/Program 
Implementation; Task B. Project Review for follow-up. 

 
Background: In April 1996 the project (FY1997 proposal #9604000, Wenatchee and Methow 

River Coho Restoration) was one of the 15 high-priority supplementation projects 
recommended for funding by the Council and was addressed in the 1994 Fish and 
Wildlife Program (program measures 7.1H, 7.4A, 7.4F, and 7.4O). These high-
priority supplementation projects were forwarded to the Council with strong 
endorsements from both the US v. Oregon Policy Committee and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
 
Studies of the feasibility of reintroducing coho in the Wenatchee and Methow 
subbasins began in 1996.  The Yakama Nation (YN), along with project 
participants and the Mid-Columbia Technical Work Group, developed two goals 
from which to determine the feasibility of reintroducing coho to mid-Columbia 
tributaries:  

 
1) Determine whether a broodstock can be developed from lower 
Columbia River coho stocks whose progeny can survive in increasing 
numbers to return as adults to the mid-Columbia region, and  
2) Initiate natural reproduction in areas of low risk to sensitive species 
and in other select areas to study the risks and interactions with sensitive 
species.  

 
Feasibility studies’ were achieved in 2005.  The feasibility phase demonstrated 
that a local broodstock can be developed from lower river stocks and that a 
survival advantage can be achieved with one generation of selection.   
 
On November 21, 2008, the YN submitted the Mid-Columbia Coho Restoration 
Master Plan for review by the Council and ISRP. Through numerous reviews (ISRP 
document 2009-6 and 2009-47) and meetings, on March 9, 2010, the Council 
approved the Step 1 review and recommended that Bonneville and the YN 
proceed with final design and a revised master plan addressing ISRP concerns for 
final review and recommendation.   
 
The revised Master Plan and supporting documents was received by the Council 
on February 9, 2017, and submitted to the ISRP.  The ISRP requested a response 
(ISRP document 2017-4) on April 10, 2017, and on September 25, 2017, the 
Council received the response from the Yakama Nation.  On October 20, 2017, 
the ISRP provided their final review (ISRP 2017-10).  The ISRP found that the 
project meets science review criteria. 
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Through these reviews the ISRP noted the substantial level of progress had been 
achieved by the Yakama Nation over the past seven years in addressing the issues 
raised during their previous review.  The ISRP also mentions that’s findings from 
this project could also assist with other reintroduction programs in Columbia River 
Basin.   
 
The Council, November 2017, based on the ISRP review, past reviews and 
recommendations, and the history of this project recommended to Bonneville that 
the conditions placed on this project have been met and the project can proceed 
to implementation.  As part of the decision the Council requested that details 
associated with construction be presented to the Council prior to implementation. 
This presentation is to meet that request by the Council. 
 


