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September 1, 2026 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM: Jennifer Light, Director of Power Planning 
 
SUBJECT: Ninth Power Plan Update 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Jennifer Light 
 
Summary: The Council is currently in the public comment period on the draft Ninth Power 

Plan. At this meeting, staff will provide an update on the overall public comment 
process, including a list of upcoming public hearings and other information. 

 
 Staff will also provide some high-level analysis regarding approximate amounts of 

potential resources that could be added to the single target strategy assessed in 
Technical Appendix Q of the draft Plan. The single target strategy assessed in this 
technical appendix did not meet the Council’s adequacy criteria. The appendix 
states “Should the Council develop a single target approach to conservation in its 
Final Power Plan, it will need to revisit the overall resource portfolio to ensure that 
there are sufficient resources to maintain adequacy.” After releasing the draft, 
Bonneville and public power submitted requests that the Council provide more 
information regarding an adequate single conservation target resource strategy. 
The additional analysis to be presented by staff is intended to provide some more 
data to inform commenters overall, without getting ahead of the ongoing public 
comment process on the draft Power Plan.  

 

https://www.nwcouncil.org/


Relevance: The Council released the draft Ninth Power Plan for public comment in August of 
2026, and the public comment period closes October 16. During this period, the 
Council is seeking comments on all aspects of the draft Plan. The Council aims to 
develop a final Power Plan for adoption and release by the end of 2026 or early 
2027.  

 
Workplan: B. Development of the Ninth Power Plan 


