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West Eugene Wetlands Partnership

• City of Eugene

• The Nature Conservancy

• U.S. Bureau of Land Management

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

• Oregon Youth Conservation Corps

• McKenzie River Trust

• WREN
•Long Tom Watershed Council







• >45 species of butterflies (very diverse for 
WV)

• 273 native vascular plant species (~ 40% 
of all species found in the WPG ecoregion) 

• 127 bird species
• Second highest dragonfly diversity in the 

WV (>40 sp. in West Eugene Wetlands)

Biological Diversity of Willow Creek



Federally Listed Species



Willow Creek Discoveries
• Oregon White-topped Aster (FSOC) was 

rediscovered at Willow Creek in 1978 after 
being assumed extirpated from Oregon 
since 1918.

• Willamette Daisy (FE) was rediscovered 
at Willow Creek in 1980 after being 
assumed extinct since 1934

The Great Copper butterfly (Lycaena 
xanthoides) was rediscovered at Willow 
Creek in 2004 after being assumed 
extirpated from Lane County since 1954.

• Capnia kersti (an early winter stonefly) was 
discovered and named at Willow Creek in 
2004 by a volunteer.

• Largest populations of a very rare Sonoran 
Skipper

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://stonemole.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/small_copper_butterfly_windsor_great_park.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stonemole.wordpress.com/2008/07/&usg=__ffAnI0dBkRhiXReVeWAqlsEaiY8=&h=768&w=1024&sz=178&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=v8n1rjO0bCYU9M:&tbnh=113&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3DGreat%2BCopper%2Bbutterfly%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://farm1.static.flickr.com/75/183689898_ce6f6f4550.jpg%3Fv%3D0&imgrefurl=http://flickr.com/photos/99849996%40N00/183689898&usg=__GRx9iSqfFFOh3nqLlOjhqEVqPl4=&h=500&w=500&sz=182&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=3oq0nGILVzpeNM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=130&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsonoran%2Bskipper%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DX




Vegetation Management



Prairie and Savanna Restoration





State and Federal Cost Share
• BLM - restoration, fuels reduction and native 

plant materials funds
• DSL/USFWS - Fender’s monitoring and 

restoration and Rx fire funds
• ODFW - LIP Grants for Fender’s restoration and 

Oak restoration funds
• OWEB - technical assistance for confluence 

study 
• OR 150 Grant - prairie restoration and western 

meadowlark habitat expansion



Private Cost Share
• 16 years of an active volunteer program 

resulting in >0.5 FTE/yr
– Youth crews logged > 7,500 hrs in past 11 years
– One volunteer has logged 4000 hrs in 13 years
– In 2007-2009 the site benefits from almost 1.0 

FTE of Americorps stewardship staff
– >100 volunteer work parties totaling over 4500 

hours 
– >230 volunteer site monitoring visits in 8 yrs



Major ongoing management 
costs include

• Conducting Controlled Burns cost 
approximately ~$10,000/yr

• Non-native vegetation management 
approximately ~$40,000/yr

• Native vegetation management costs 
approximately ~$10,000/yr

• Native Plant Materials production costs 
approximately ~$25,000/yr  



Project Challenges

• Keeping new habitat modifying weeds 
from getting established

• Management of species of concern
• Plant materials availability
• Working in the urban interface
• Ongoing active management requires long 

term stewardship



Willamette Valley Wide Acquisition of 
Priority Habitats



Willamette 
Valley 

Vegetation 
Changes

1850 2004 http://www.dfw.state.or.us/conservation
strategy/document_pdf/b-eco_wv.pdf

• 98+% loss of 
prairie

• 92+% loss of all 
oak habitats

• ~ 50% loss of 
channel / islands 
in mainstem 
Willamette River



Why We Need Additional Land Acquisition and 
Restoration: especially for prairie and oak habitat

• 5% public ownership in Willamette Valley
• 2% managed for biodiversity conservation, 

mostly in 4 wildlife refuges targeting 
waterfowl and fish

• 1.7 million additional people by 2050
• Impending threats from fire suppression
• Provide core protected areas to support 

non-acquisition based initiatives



Locations of Proposed Acquisitions: Willamette Valley 2010 – 2012

All sites are in Conservation 
Opportunity Areas identified 
by Synthesis Project

Includes 5 “Key Oak Parcels” 
identified by Nature 
Conservancy analysis

Complements previous and  
ongoing conservation work at 
5 sites and addresses 5 of 7 
priorities in the subbasin plan

Anchor Fender’s blue 
butterfly recovery in West 
Eugene, Corvallis and 
Yamhill County

Two main-stem Willamette 
River sites, including 
important river confluences
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