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1997: 3,500 acres1997: 3,500 acres

1998 1998 –– 2007: 6,452 acres2007: 6,452 acres
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Loss Assessment – Grand Coulee DamLoss Assessment Loss Assessment –– Grand Coulee DamGrand Coulee Dam

Sage grouse: 1,853 HUs

Sharp-tailed grouse: 21,281 HUs

Mule deer: 15,281 HUs
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Mule deer: 15,281 Mule deer: 15,281 HUsHUs



Loss Assessment – Chief Joseph DamLoss Assessment Loss Assessment –– Chief Joseph DamChief Joseph Dam

Sage grouse: 1,171 HUs

Sharp-tailed grouse: 2,290 HUs

Mule deer: 1,991 HUs
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Mule deer: 1,991 HUs
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1. Protect, enhance & 
increase existing habitat 
to benefit native wildlife 
species 

2. Increase populations of 
sharp-tailed grouse, sage 
grouse and pygmy rabbits 
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Sage GrouseSage Grouse

>77% decline statewide
>70% decline in UMMS
>77% decline statewide
>70% decline in UMMS



Sharp-tailed GrouseSharp-tailed Grouse

>90% decline statewide
>90% decline in project vicinity
>90% decline statewide
>90% decline in project vicinity



Pygmy RabbitPygmy Rabbit

• Possibly extinct
in the wild

• Genetically
compromised

• Captive breeding
program
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ShrubsteppeShrubsteppe
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Cliff/talusCliff/talusCliff/talus Ponderosa pinePonderosa pinePonderosa pine



Focal Habitat TypesFocal Habitat TypesFocal Habitat Types

Lakes, wetlandsLakes, wetlandsLakes, wetlands
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RiparianRiparianRiparian
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Shrubsteppe
Riparian wetlands

Herbaceous wetlands
pages 86-98

Shrubsteppe
Riparian wetlands

Herbaceous wetlands
pages 86-98



Limiting FactorsLimiting Factors

Lack of quality of 
habitat due to: 

Permanent removal
• agricultural

• urban 
development 

Degradation & 
fragmentation 
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Current Distribution
w/in UMM Subbasin

Shrubsteppe loss:
39% loss w/in subbasin

Approx. 85% loss in 
project vicinity 
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Shrubsteppe restoration / 
enhancement: 
800 acres
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3 years post planting3 years post planting3 years post planting



Weed Control:
Integrated pest 
management 
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Dalmatian toadflaxDalmatian toadflax



Riparian enhancement: 
>15,000 trees & shrubs
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Willow cuttingsWillow cuttings
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Deer exclosures
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4 years after planting4 years after planting4 years after planting 3 years after fencing3 years after fencing3 years after fencing



Riparian enhancement: 
Irrigated water birch plots
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Sharp-tailed grouse 
translocation 2005 - 
2008 
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translocation 2005 translocation 2005 -- 
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58 released on the 
Bridgeport Unit 
58 released on the 58 released on the 
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Sharp-tailed GrouseSharpSharp--tailed Grousetailed Grouse
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Breeding bird surveys

Reptile & amphibian surveys

Small mammal surveys
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• Integrated pest management
• Replace exotic 

vegetation with native 
species 

• Herbicide applications
• Release biocontrols
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2010 and beyond2010 and beyond2010 and beyond

• Maintain prior enhancements

• Maintain existing deer and 
livestock fences 

• Construct additional deer 
and livestock fences 

• Maintain and repair 
equipment and facilities 
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2010 and beyond2010 and beyond2010 and beyond

Translocation efforts:
Sharp-tailed grouse
Sage grouse
Pygmy rabbit

Translocation efforts:Translocation efforts:
SharpSharp--tailed grousetailed grouse
Sage grouseSage grouse
Pygmy rabbitPygmy rabbit



Funding RequestFunding RequestFunding Request

FY 2010:        $313,064

FY 2011:        $308,001

FY 2012:        $309,952

Three Year Total: $931,017
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equipment purchases, overhead 

necessary to protect and maintain 
project enhancements and facilities. 
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