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January 29, 2009 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM: Terry Morlan 
 
SUBJECT: Brief Status Report on the Power Plan 
 
Council members will get a brief update about our progress developing the Sixth Power Plan.  
Staff will summarize the status of the various areas that go into the Power Plan.   
 
Major pieces of the Power Plan include the demand forecast, conservation supply curves, 
generating resource alternatives, electricity prices, and the portfolio analysis.  In addition, there 
are special topics of importance to the plan.  These include climate change policies and its effects 
on the electricity sector, issues relating to capacity and ancillary services, and near-term actions 
to implement the Power Plan. 
 
Staff is nearing completion of the detailed input assumptions and forecasts for the Power Plan.  
The next step is to begin analyzing the best mix of generating resources, conservation, and 
demand response to meet the region’s demand for electricity at the lowest cost, including 
quantifiable environmental costs.  The staff and Power Committee are also beginning to discuss 
how to address issues like climate change policy and system flexibility needs.  In addition, we 
are beginning to collect recommended actions that should be pursued over the next five years to 
implement the plan. 
 
The attached PowerPoint presentation will be used to illustrate the current status of our work. 
 
 
Attachment 
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• Draft forecast done
• Public comment received
• Draft appendix and summary 
done
• Included in generating costs 
electricity price & demand 
forecasts
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• Draft forecast done
• Public comment next
• Second draft of appendix and 
summary
• Included in demand forecasts
• Included in conservation 
assessment
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• Draft forecast done
• Public comment next
• Second draft appendix and 
summary
• Included in electricity price & 
conservation assessment
• Next revise for electricity price
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• Draft supply curves done
• Reviewed by RTF
• Forming CRAC
• Next assess in demand 
model
• Developing demand 
response and smart grid 
assumptions
• Contract on direct use of 
natural gas
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• Technology assessments 
done for major resources
• Reviewed by GRAC
• Additional assessment for 
small and dispersed 
resources
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• Many model enhancements 
completed, a few remain
• Have incorporated demand, fuel 
and electricity prices, hydro, and 
DSIs
• Need draft generating resource, 
DR, conservation, and direct use of 
gas, and carbon assumptions
• Beginning model runs Feb 9
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• Third draft forecast done
• Updated demand, fuel prices, 
PRS resource development
• Model refinement continues
• Incorporating new generation 
technologies and costs, and 
CO2 price assumptions
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Other Plan Development Actions

• Draft of Chapter 3 – Introduction
• Draft of Chapter 4 – Background
• Draft of parts of Chapter 5 - Assumptions
• Currently structuring analysis of climate 

change policies and alternatives
• Developing actions for the near term
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