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MEMORANDUM

TO: Fish and Wildlife Committee members

SUBJECT: Snake River Sockeye Recovery - Challenges and uncertainties associated with
expanding production: Paul Kline, Idaho Department of Fish and Game

Paul Kline will provide an update on this year’s return of adult Snake River sockeye salmon and
review progress made toward completing the Step One Master Plan for the expanded project.
Mr. Kline will also discuss challenges facing the program as it expands beyond its genetic
conservation focus to include a comparatively large production element capable of producing up
to 1 million sockeye smolts annually. The ability of the habitat to receive increased numbers of
hatchery-produced smolts as well as to accommodate increased returns of anadromous adults
will be addressed. Additionally, the “readiness” of specific program infrastructure (including
adult and juvenile fish traps, holding pens, and fish transportation equipment) to meet the needs
of an expanded program will be discussed. Mr. Kline will also provide an overview of Idaho’s
stepped approach to addressing recovery objectives for this ESA-listed species.
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Sockeye adult returns to Snake River Dams
2,198 as of 9/19/2010




1. 2010 Adult Returns

* First year adult sockeye were passed directly
upstream of the trap on Redfish Lake Creek to
enter the lake on their own
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The ercellent sockeye returs this year 1o Uibutaries of the
Columbia have given renewed hope o salmon recovery addicts like

Ive been hooked ever since The fcaho Statesman once ran a phato
of a Tshirted Jamie Lee Curtls releasing a bucketful of smotts into

It shaws just what can eventually hagpen when stas power and a
dacent number of smolts hitan aoean that is in prime productive

But just what are these fish going back to! A scholarly article that
has been making the rounds of some agency sclentists has ratsed
serious questions whether a place tke Idaho's Redfish Lake wil
ever be hospitable o returning salmen, much less a home to a
sustainable run of at least a theusand fish--HWFS' interim recevery
goal for the site.

i fact, the 2007 peer-reviewed paper, published In Transactions
of the American Fisheries Soclety, even suggests that the
experimants conductsd in the mid-1990s to boast the lake's
meager productivity (after all. it is an alpiee lake above §,000 feet
high} actually made thirgs werse,

Bt firs1, the good news,

Clase o 400,000 sockeye have headed up the Columbla. and hall
of them might mabe it all the way back to B.C.'s Lake Dsoyons.

Moee than 2,000 Snake River sockeys were counted at Lawer
Granite Dam--the hatfway point on their uphill swim to Idaka’s
Stanley Basin. and more than hall are expected to make it home.
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Recapping: , e

1. Successfuladult returnyear(last thré?years very encouraging)

2. Ontracktodeliver Step-1 Master Plan-in November

3. Anticipating challenges/uncertainties that come with expansion

4. The state look forward to working with NOAA to develop an
effective recovery plan for Snake River sockeye
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