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Current Status of BCR Fishery
Rapidly expanding in number and range
Estimated population growth from few hundred 
to over 5,500 adults in the past 5 years (likely 
>10,000 reservoir-wide)
Abundance of most other species declining 
significantly
Substantial increase in angler interest

From ~4,000 hrs 1990 to ~76,000 hrs in 2010
Angler harvest alone cannot control or reverse 
expansion

Environmental toxins (Mercury, PCBs, Dioxin/Furan)



Trends in Size Structure and Population
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The “glory days” of trophy NP are behind us 



Local and Regional Threats of NP expansion
Undermining of significant investment (>$500 
million) in native species restoration in POR 
through FERC license implementation (e.g. fish 
passage, hatchery, habitat recovery)
Largemouth bass hatchery operations
Illegal introductions to neighboring waters
Compensatory responses (stunting)
Downstream movement to Columbia imminent
ESA recovery of salmon/steelhead and fishing 
impacts (tribal, commercial, recreational)



KNRD Plans
Implementation of NP suppression program
– Secure funding for long-term control/suppression 
– Monitor BCR NP population (SPIN gill nets)
– Monitor BCR warmwater fishery (GN,FN,EF)

Coordination, outreach and education
– Invasive species designation
– Provide outreach and education to public and elected 

officials
– Liberalize regulations/mandatory retention
– Promote harvest (derbies/tournaments)



Questions?
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