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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Chair Dukes and members of the Council 
 
FROM: Tony Grover, Fish and Wildlife Division Director 
 
SUBJECT: Presentation on comparative survival study and results for 2011:   
 
Jack Tuomikoski, staff, and Michelle Dehart, Executive Director, of the Fish Passage Center will 
present the latest 2011 findings from the Comparative Survival Study (CSS) along with a brief 
history of the CSS project. 
 
The CSS (BPA Project 199602000) began in 1996 with the objective of establishing a long term 
dataset of annual estimates of the survival rate of generations of salmon from their outmigration 
as smolts to their return to freshwater as adults to spawn (smolt-to-adult return rate; SAR). The 
study was implemented with the express need to address the question of whether collecting 
juvenile fish at dams, transporting them downstream of Bonneville Dam (BON) and then 
releasing them was compensating for the effect of the Federal Columbia River Power System 
(FCRPS) on the survival of Snake Basin spring/summer Chinook salmon that migrate through 
the hydrosystem.  
 
The CSS is a long term study within the Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program (NPCC FWP) and 
is funded by Bonneville Power Administration (BPA). Study design and analyses are conducted 
through a CSS Oversight Committee (CSSOC) with representation from Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC), Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). The Fish Passage Center (FPC) 
coordinates the PIT-tagging efforts, data management and preparation, and CSSOC work. All 
draft and final written work products are subject to regional technical and public review and are 
available on FPC and BPA websites: FPC: http://www.fpc.org/documents/CSS.html and 
BPA: http://www.efw.bpa.gov/searchpublications/index.aspx?projid 
 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/
http://www.fpc.org/documents/CSS.html
http://www.efw.bpa.gov/searchpublications/index.aspx?projid
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