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MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members
FROM: Kerry Berg, Montana office

SUBJECT: Presentation by Gary Burnett, Executive Director, Blackfoot Challenge

The Executive Director of the Blackfoot Challenge, Gary Burnett, will provide the
Council with an update on current activities of the organization. The Blackfoot Challenge was
instrumental in the development of the Blackfoot Subbasin Plan adopted by the Council last
year.

The Blackfoot Challenge is a landowner-based group that coordinates management of the
Blackfoot River, its tributaries, and adjacent lands. It is organized locally and known nationally
as a model for preserving the rural character and natural beauty of a watershed. Although its
charter dates to 1993, Blackfoot landowners have played an instrumental stewardship role since
the late 1970s—bringing conservation easement legislation, walk-in hunting areas and recreation
corridor management to Montana. This and other information about the organization can be
found at www.blackfootchallenge.org/.

851 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Suite 1100 Steve Crow 503-222-5161
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The Blackfoot Challenge: A Watershed Initiative













1,900 Miles of Perennial Streams
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It rums straight end hard — on

O map or from aa alrplane it

et Blackfoot ‘in danger’ as it flows through people

ning dus wes! fror ity heod

walers at Rogers Pass on the w3 -

Continental Divide %0 Bonner.

Montana, where it ompties

Inle the South Fark of the Co-

lumbie, 11 runs derd ail the

way,

— Norman Maclean, A Wiver
Riws Through 1"

By GRANT SASEK
TR Staff Wrlter

be Big Blackfoet
RBiver still runs
hard
But the river
Norman Maciean
lmanortalized in “A River
Rums Through It has chsnged
frem one of the West's pre-
mier trout streams 1080 one of
Ihe West's mes! encangered
streams,
1He river’s cecline has
reached the point that Amers-
can Rivers deslgnated it Wed-
mesday as one of the 10 mos)
endangerod rivers on the con-
tsent
“It has boen overdene,
#aid Lincale native Becky
Garland, "It has been aver
mined, over<cut, over-fished,
overrecreated and over-

NORTH FORK OF THE
BLACKFOOT RIVER

CLARK FORK RIVER

BLACKF RIVER
From beginning o end, the LA oor LINCOIN ©
river ruzs due west for 150
same miles theough large val-
leys and tight canyons. For
he river - and its fish — it 15
& run through an environmen-
tal gauntlet

Puollutice from abandoned
mines foul ils upper reaches
Logping and agricul hure siress
the river's middle section. The
lonwer, wider portion of the
Blackfon is crowded by grow
ing numbers of recrestional-
15t

CLARK FORK
RIVER
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Through it all, the Big
Biackfou! remming beautiful,
Except far where 1! begins
“There's the Goddnmnest
me=s of miperals up here
YOu ve ever seen,” 68-year.ald
Dan Korvec said from O of
fice aof the White Hope Mine

“Mining them is this country's
tradition.”

Koenee or other family
mermbers have operated the
White Hope Mine — which is
in a drainage of the Black-
fool’s besdwsaters — since
World War |

The mioe oparates in the
shadow of the Mike Horss
Mine, an inactive mine infa
MOUS among Consorvation
groups

Even though the Mike Harge
closed for the last Eme mare

than 30 years ago, harren

crecks of acdic, rusl-colored
waler eavy with copper, iron,
zine, mangaowse nixd cadmd
um still fiew froem it and other
nearby mines into the Block-

(More RIVER, page SA)

Miner Dan Kornec: "It an't
gong ‘o g=! cisaned up
avevmght.”
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IS THIS TRAIN WRECK AVOIDABLE?

Blackfoot
Challenge

Blackfoot Watershed Resource Threats













“Ridge to Ridge”
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MISSION

Formed in 1993, the Blackfoot Challenge
coordinates efforts that will conserve and enhance
the natural resources and rural way of life
in the Blackfoot Watershed for present
and future generations.




Blackfoot Challenge Board
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Blackfoot Challenge Board

e Private Landowners
Business Owners
Conservation Groups
Plum Creek Timber Company
Pyramid Mountain Lumber
State Agencies A A | r
- Department Natural Resources & Conservation ~— meesee
- Fish, Wildlife & Parks SR A
Federal Agencies (Board Members or Partners)
Bureau of Land Management

- Forest Service
- Fish & Wildlife Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Community-based Conservation

Driven by community values

Invites participation by all stakeholders, private & public
Includes a coordinating framework

Is supported by good science
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Blackfoot
Subbasin
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Prepared for the Northwest Power and Conservation Council
Prepared by the Blackfoot Challenge and Trout Unlimited

August 2009

In February, 2011, the Northwest
Power and Conservation Council
adopted the Blackfoot Sub-basin Plan
as part of its Columbia Basin Fish and
Wildlife Program.

The Sub-basin planning process,
which was led by the Blackfoot
Challenge and Trout Unlimited, was a
collaborative process that involved
dozens of individuals and assistance
from state, local, and federal
agencies and several non-
governmental organizations. The
effort took more than two years and
hundreds of hours of volunteer effort.




Blackfoot Subbasin Plan

To assist the NWPCC in setting mitigation funding priorities, the Plan:

1) identifies the goals for fish, wildlife and habitat
2) defines the objectives that measure progress toward those goals
3) establishes the strategies to meet those objectives

4) incorporates much of the existing information related to fish and wildlife
activities in a subbasin into a single document.

The value of this sub-basin plan is two-fold:

First it captures, in a single document, the scope of the conservation effort in the
Blackfoot, and provides a useful benchmark against which to measure our progress
toward those conservation goals.

Second, with the Sub-basin plan in place, conservation partners in the Blackfoot will
be will be on strong footing when seeking BPA support of conservation efforts that
embrace the mitigation goals of the Columbia Basin Fish and Wildlife Program.




Water Resources Committee

Conservmg Water

Balancing water needs and availability through
shared sacrnf'ce & water efficiency projects




Blackfoot Drought Response

» Expected drought following winter of 2000_

+ Dissatisfaction with paste







Triggers & Actions

Flow Trigger — 700 cfs

Temperature Triggers
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46 irrigation systems
evaluated

422,342 kWh savings
| identified

185,933 kWh conserved
or used more efficiently
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Irrigation Scheduling

B/ \/

4 2,600 acres under
4 irrigation scheduling

2 1,200 acres in 2012

4 One-on-one consultations

3

| Weekly irrigation reports
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Our Partners

e 160 — Private landowners
e 20 - Federal, state and county agencies
e 30 — Businesses

e 30 — Non-profits




Accomplishments

140,000 — acres in conservation easements
89,000 — acres shaped by community by resale of timber lands
100,000 — acres under noxious weeds management
2,300 — acres of native grasslands restored
75 —irrigators & outfitters in drought plan
422,000 — kWh identified of potential annual savings
185,000 — kWh used more efficiently
94% - reduction in grizzly bear conflicts from 2003-2009
3,000 — carcasses removed from 50 ranches
70,000 — feet of electric fence protect calving areas & beehives
One — Full-time range rider
120 - residents in neighborhood network
75,000 - acres forest restoration proposed
1,200- acres private forested land thinned for fire safety
42 - structures protected
2,800 — residents reached
/ — schools served




Accomplishments
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Accomplishments
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« Communication
 Participation
 Trust




Better Rural Communities Through
Coo ’ emtzve Conserv / tzon
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www.blackfootchallenge.org

outreach@blackfootchallenge org
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