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November 27, 2012 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: Fish and Wildlife Committee members 

 

FROM: Mark Fritsch, Project Implementation Manager 

 Stacy Horton, Washington Fish and Wildlife Policy Analyst 

 

SUBJECT: Review Process to follow up on Council recommendations associated with Fiscal 

Year 2007 - 2009 and Category Reviews (Wildlife; Research, Monitoring, 

Evaluation and Artificial Production; Resident Fish, Data Management, and 

Program Coordination). 

 

 

PROPOSED ACTION:  At the December Fish and Wildlife Committee meeting the Council 

staff will present a proposal to track programmatic and project-specific actions associated with 

Fiscal Year 2007 - 2009 review and Category Reviews (Wildlife; Research, Monitoring, 

Evaluation and Artificial Production; Resident Fish, Data Management, and Program 

Coordination).  The intent of this presentation is to provide a status update of project specific 

conditions and a schedule to evaluate programmatic issues placed on particular projects as part of 

these reviews.   

 

BACKGROUND 

The Council placed conditions on recommendations for 2007 - 2009 and Category Reviews that 

included project specific recommendations and programmatic provisions which required specific 

submittals, reviews, and progress check-ins. 

 

This update is provided in three sections: 

Section 1: Provides   a brief overview of each review, including a list of the programmatic 

issues that were identified;  

Section 2: Provides a list of Projects which have a date-specific requirement (See 

Attachment 1 and 2);  

Section 3: Provides a schedule for Council review of programmatic issues (See Attachment 

3).  
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Section 1 - Overview 

 

Fiscal Year 2007 - 2009 

The Council decided on its final project funding recommendations to Bonneville for Fiscal Year 

2007 - 2009 at the Council’s October 2006 meeting.  As part of these recommendations, the 

Council provided comments that were project specific as a condition to funding.  These 

comments generally addressed concerns raised by the Independent Scientific Review Panel 

(ISRP) for the particular projects.  Other project-specific comments addressed other needs of the 

Council and the program (i.e., step review), giving direction to Bonneville and the project 

sponsors.  In addition, comprehensive and workshop approaches were defined for the projects in 

the Yakima Subbasin, Umatilla Subbasin, and in Lake Roosevelt.  Since the Council decision 

regarding FY 2007 - 2009 recommendations all the conditions have been addressed (e.g., step 

reviews) in subsequent category type  reviews.   

 

Programmatic issues 

1. Integration of projects implementing the FCRPS Biological Opinions 

2. Monitoring and evaluation 

a. Regional monitoring plan/interim funding recommendations for regional and 

hatchery and supplementation monitoring and evaluation projects 

b. Habitat improvement projects and monitoring and evaluation 

c. Project reporting 

d. Fish tagging programs 

e. Wildlife program monitoring and evaluation and HEP 

3. Data management 

4. Coordination funding 

5. In lieu provision 

6. Use of Bonneville’s capital borrowing authority 

7. Step review 

8. Water conservation projects 

9. Funding for operation and maintenance 

a. Operation and maintenance costs for wildlife acquisitions -- interim funding 

recommendations 

b. Funding the operation and maintenance costs of a maturing program 

10. Within-year program budget tracking and adjustment process during FY 2007-09 

11. Future project selection 

12. ISRP:  Innovative projects placeholder 

13. ISRP: Artificial production 

14. ISRP: Habitat projects 

 

Wildlife Category 

At its July 2009 meeting in Portland, the Council approved funding for  34 projects in the 

Wildlife Category Review for Fiscal Years 2010-2014.  The Council recommended funding the 

work proposed in this wildlife project portfolio, with some qualifications, to maintain the habitat 

units previously acquired in the program, to work toward full mitigation, and to improve the 

coordination and efficiency of monitoring wildlife habitats. The recommended planning budget 

for wildlife projects did  not include specific annual amounts.  The Council recommended a five-

year expense planning budget (FY2010-FY2014) for proposed work which was a not-to-exceed 
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amount.  The Council also recommended a three-year capital not-to-exceed planning budget 

(FY2010-FY2012) for new acquisitions.  The Council expected Bonneville to achieve cost 

savings as described in the recommendations. As part of these recommendations, the Council 

provided both project specific conditions and programmatic provisions as requirements for 

implementation (see Attachment 1). 

 

Programmatic issues  

1. New funding opportunities – expense  

2. Habitat Evaluation Procedure (HEP)  

a. The interaction between wildlife crediting and monitoring 

b. HEP participation funding 

3. Prospects for a regional RM&E approach 

4. Ongoing wildlife crediting issues 

5. Management Plans 

A. General 

B. Multiple uses of wildlife conservation lands (agriculture, grazing, including 

income-generating activities) 

6. Weed control - regional plans and best management practices;  

7. Equipment/facilities purchase and replacement 

8. Regional Coordination funding 

9. New Acquisitions – capital funding 

10. Cost of living and other funding request increases 

 

 

RME and AP Category 

On June 11, 2011 the Council provided final recommendations for Research, Monitoring, 

Evaluation, and Artificial Production Projects for FY 2012 and beyond.  As part of these 

recommendations, the Council provided comments that were project specific as a condition to 

implementation (see Attachment 2). 

 

Programmatic issues  

1. Reporting and use of project and program results 

2. Habitat effectiveness monitoring and evaluation 

3. Monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of habitat actions in the estuary 

4. Monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness and effects of artificial production actions 

5. Research projects relating to the ocean 

6. Research projects in general 

7. White sturgeon 

8. Lamprey 

9. Coded-wire tags 

10. PIT tags and related tags 

11. Coordination issues 
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Resident Fish and Data and Coordination 

On July 11, 2012 the Council provided final recommendations on Resident Fish, Data 

Management and Regional Coordination Category Reviews for specific projects and associated 

programmatic issues.  To date all follow-up actions are on schedule. 

 

Programmatic issues  

Resident Fish 

1. Follow-up plans and reports 

2. White sturgeon 

3. New work elements 

4. The Council continues to evaluate the distribution of funding to provide fair and adequate 

treatment across the Program 

Data Management 

1. General Data Management and Sharing 

2. Program-Specific Data Management and Sharing 

Regional Coordination 

1. Council priority work anticipated over the next two years 

2. A list of entities with coordination proposals 

 

 

 

 

Section 2 

 

Attachment 1 

Project-specific recommendations for Wildlife Category review 

 

Attachment 2 

Project-specific recommendations for RME and AP Category review 

 

 

 

 

Section 3 

 

Attachment 3 

Schedule for Council Review of Programmatic Recommendations 
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Attachment 1.  Project specific conditions placed on projects as part of the Wildlife 

Category review by the Council in July 2009. 

 
ID Title Sponsor Recommendation and Deliverable

1
 Status 

1992-061-03 

 

Albeni Falls 

Wildlife 

Mitigation - 

IDFG 

 

IDFG Programmatic issues #1 (Biological assessment of Clark Fork 

River Delta), #2, # 8, and Project-Specific Issue for NHI 

(request for IBIS coordination funding).  Reduced capital 

request from $2.5m/yr to $1.5m/yr. Sponsor to address ISRP 

qualification for reed canary grass prior to treatment. See 

ISRP recommendations.  

 

Follow-up 

Needed 

1995-057-02 

 

SIWM - Sho 

Bans 

 

SBT Accord project.  Programmatic issue #5.  Sponsor to complete 

a management plan, that addressed ISRP concerns, within one 

year of acquiring mitigation properties.  See ISRP 

recommendations. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

1995-057-03 

 

Southern Idaho 

Wildlife 

Mitigation - 

SPT 

 

SPT Programmatic issue #5b. Sponsor to complete a management 

plan within one year (that also addresses ISRP concern about 

potential grazing) of acquiring mitigation properties.  See 

ISRP recommendations. 

  

Follow-up 

Needed 

2000-027-00 

 

Malheur River 

Wildlife 

Mitigation 

 

BPT Programmatic issue #2 and # 5b. Sponsor to provide adaptive 

management report to ISRP by FY 2013. See ISRP 

recommendations. 

 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2002-011-00 

 

Kootenai 

Floodplain Op 

Loss 

Assessment 

 

KTOI Staff recommended budget is a 3-year average (FY2010-

2012) to cover the time anticipated to complete the 

operational loss assessment. Staff recommends an ISRP and 

Council review of the competed operational loss assessment. 

Out-year budgets for capital and expense to be determined 

based on that review. Programmatic issue #8. 

  

In 

Review,  

submitted 

10/15/12 

2003-072-00 

 

Habitat and 

Biodiversity 

Info System  

 

NHI Programmatic issues #2, #8, and Project-Specific Issue #2 for 

NHI. All or part of this project may be considered for funding 

in the RM&E category review. Staff recommend holding to 

BPA's SOY 2010 until Council and BPA address this issue. 

 

Addressed 

11/6/12 

2006-003-00 

 

Desert Wildlife 

Area O&M 

 

WDFW Sponsor to complete summary report of results to date by 

FY2011 for ISRP review. See ISRP recommendations. 

 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2006-006-00 

 

HEP 

 

CBFWA Programmatic issue #2. Staff  recommend holding to BPA's 

SOY 2010 until the Council and BPA address this 

programmatic issue. 

 

To be 

submitted 

in January 

2013 

2008-007-00 

 

UCUT 

Wildlife M&E 

 

UCUT Sponsor to address ISRP qualifications regarding preliminary 

data analysis by FY2013. See ISRP recommendations. See 

project-specific comments for Albeni Falls Wildlife 

Mitigation.  

Follow-up 

Needed 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Underlined items reflect the type of follow up actions/tasks (i.e., step reviews, revised proposals, reports, 

additional information, plans and etc). 



Follow-up on previous recommendations.  NWPCC.  December 2012. 

 

 

6 

 

 

Attachment 2.  Project specific conditions placed on projects as part of the RME and AP 

Category review include BiOp fast track requests by the Council on June 11, 2011. 

 
ID Title Sponsor Recommendation and Deliverable

2
 Status

3
 

1986-050-00 White 

Sturgeon 

Mitigation and 

Restoration in 

the Lower 

Columbia and 

Snake Rivers 

ODFW Implement with conditions through FY 2012: Sponsor to 

assist in developing a comprehensive sturgeon management 

plan for ISRP review as described in programmatic issue #7; 

and sponsor to address ISRP qualifications as part of the 

management plan. Implementation recommendation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council review of plan and 

proposed future work. 

To be 

submitted 

in January 

2013 

1994-026-00 Pacific 

Lamprey 

Research and 

Restoration 

Project 

NOAA 

and 

CTUIR 

Implement with condition through FY 2012. Sponsor to 

address ISRP qualifications (ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in 

the development of  a synthesis report  for ISRP review as 

described in programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council reviews of this follow-

up action. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

1998-014-00 Ocean 

Survival Of 

Salmonids 

NOAA Implement through FY 2012 to complete coordinated 

synthesis report. Implementation beyond FY 2012 based on 

ISRP and Council review of the report. NOTE: In resolving 

this programmatic issue at its June 2011 meeting, the Council 

deferred to its July meeting consideration of the precise level 

of funding and activities to recommend for the ocean projects 

through FY2012 for activities beyond the completion of the 

synthesis report. 

Addressed 

5/8/12, 

TBD 

2002-016-00 Evaluate the 

Status of 

Pacific 

Lamprey in the 

Lower 

Deschutes 

River 

CTWSRO Implement with condition through FY 2012. Sponsor to 

address ISRP qualifications (ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in 

the development of  a synthesis report  for ISRP review as 

described in programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council reviews of this follow-

up action. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2003-007-00 Lower 

Columbia 

River Estuary 

Ecosystem 

Monitoring 

LCREP Implement current activities  through FY 2012 with 

conditions: Sponsor to develop a comprehensive report on the 

monitoring that has occurred under the project itself, for 

review by the ISRP. In addition, the agencies involved in the 

estuary are to develop the synthesis report described in 

programmatic issue #3 also for ISRP review. Funding beyond 

2012 based on the outcome of the review of both reports by 

the ISRP and Council. Do not implement Objective 1, Task 1 

(g). 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2003-009-00 Salmon Shelf 

Survival Study 

DOFO Implement through FY 2012 to complete coordinated 

synthesis report. Implementation beyond FY 2012 based on 

ISRP and Council review of the report. NOTE: In resolving 

this programmatic issue at its June 2011 meeting, the Council 

deferred to its July meeting consideration of the precise level 

of funding and activities to recommend for the ocean projects 

through FY2012 for activities beyond the completion of the 

synthesis report. 

Addressed 

5/8/12, 

TBD 

                                                           
2
 Underlined items reflect the type of follow up actions/tasks (i.e., step reviews, revised proposals, reports, 

additional information, plans and etc). 
3
 TBD - to be determined; NR - no recommendation 
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2003-114-00 Coastal Ocean 

Acoustic 

Salmon 

Tracking 

(COAST) 

Kintama Implement through FY 2012 to complete coordinated 

synthesis report.  ISRP and Council review of synthesis report 

to determine if there is a critical need for new work beyond 

FY 2012. NOTE: In resolving this programmatic issue at its 

June 2011 meeting, the Council deferred to its July meeting 

consideration of the precise level of funding and activities to 

recommend for the ocean projects through FY2012 for 

activities beyond the completion of the synthesis report. 

Addressed 

5/8/12, 

Closed out 

2007-007-00 Determine 

Status and 

Limiting 

Factors of 

Pacific 

Lamprey in 

Fifteenmile 

Creek and 

Hood River 

subbasins, 

Oregon 

CTWSRO Implement  through FY 2012 per January 12, 2010 Council 

decision. In addition, sponsor to address ISRP qualifications 

(ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in the development of  a 

synthesis report  for ISRP review as described in 

programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond FY 2012 

based on ISRP and Council reviews of this follow-up action. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2007-155-00 Develop a 

Master Plan 

for a Rearing 

Facility to 

Enhance 

Selected 

Populations of 

White 

Sturgeon in the 

Columbia 

River Basin 

CRITFC Implement with conditions through FY 2012: Sponsor to 

assist in developing a comprehensive sturgeon management 

plan  for ISRP review as described in programmatic issue #7; 

and sponsor to address ISRP qualifications (per Council 

decision April 12, 2009) as part of the manangement plan. 

Implementation recommendation beyond 2012 based on ISRP 

and Council review of plan and proposed future work. 

To be 

submitted 

in January 

2013 

2007-233-00 Distribution 

and 

Abundance 

Monitoring of 

Oncorhynchus 

mykiss within 

the Lower 

Clearwater 

Subbasin 

NPT Implement through 2012 to close out. Implement to complete 

work and submit final report by June 1, 2012. Sponsor to 

address ISRP qualifications in final report. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2008-308-00 Willamette 

Falls Lamprey 

Escapement 

Estimate 

CTWSRO Implement with conditions through FY 2012 per August 12, 

2009 Council decision and  addressing recent ISRP 

qualifcations 1&2 (ISRP 2011-6). In addition, sponsor to 

address ISRP qualifications (ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in 

the development of  a synthesis report  for ISRP review as 

described in programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council reviews of these follow-

up actions. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2008-455-00 Sturgeon 

Management 

YN Implement with conditions through FY 2012: Sponsor to 

assist in developing a comprehensive sturgeon management 

plan for ISRP review as described in programmatic issue #7; 

and sponsor to address ISRP qualifications (per Council 

decision August 12, 2009) as part of the management plan. 

Implementation recommendation beyond 2012 based on ISRP 

and Council review of plan and proposed future work. 

To be 

submitted 

in January 

2013 
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2008-470-00 Yakama 

Nation Ceded 

Lands 

Lamprey 

Evaluation and 

Restoration 

YN Implement with conditions through FY 2012 per April 14, 

2010 Council decision. In addition, sponsor to address ISRP 

qualifications (ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in the 

development of  a synthesis report  for ISRP review as 

described in programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council reviews of these follow-

up actions. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2008-504-00 Sturgeon 

Genetics 

CRITFC Implement with conditions through FY 2012: Sponsor to 

contribute to the development of a comprehensive sturgeon 

management plan as described in programmatic issue #7; and 

sponsor will address ISRP "in part" qualifications (see ISRP 

doc 2010-11) as appropriate in management plan report and in 

anticipated Master Plan (proj 2007-155-00). Implementation 

recommendation beyond FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council 

review of proposed future work. 

To be 

submitted 

in January 

2013 

2008-524-00 Implement 

Tribal Pacific 

Lamprey 

Restoration 

Plan 

CRITFC Implement with conditions through FY 2012 per August 18, 

2010 Council decision. In addition, sponsor to address ISRP 

qualifications (ISRP 2010-44B) by assisting in the 

development of  a synthesis report  for ISRP review as 

described in programmatic issue #8. Implementation beyond 

FY 2012 based on ISRP and Council reviews of these follow-

up actions. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2008-719-00 Research Non-

Indigenous 

Actions 

ODFW 

and USGS 

Implement through 2012 per July 14, 2010 Council decision.  

Implementation beyond 2012 based on ISRP and Council 

review of the results report and recommendation of future 

work. 

Follow-up 

Needed 

2009-014-00 Biomonitoring 

of Fish Habitat 

Enhancement 

CTUIR See Programmatic issue #2.  Implementation recommendation 

beyond FY 2012 depends on ISRP review of study design. 

In Review 

2010-030-00 Estimate 

viable salmon 

population 

(VSP) 

parameters for 

Yakima 

steelhead 

major 

population 

group (MPG) 

Yakama 

Nation, 

WDFW 

The Council recommends this project for implementation.  

This recommendation is based on the condition that the 

capacity issue is resolved in contracting.  In addition, the 

linkages to other projects are to be addressed in a form of an 

addendum as part of the RM&E/Artificial Production 

Category Review.  

Follow-up 

Needed 

2010-085-00 Columbia 

River 

Hatchery 

Effects 

Evaluation 

Team 

(CRHEET) 

BPA, 

NOAA 

Council believes this is the process described in programmatic 

recommendation #4 for hatchery effects evaluation. Council 

may recommend this work once the process is fully developed 

and reviewed by ISRP and Council. 

 

NR 

2011-001-00 Columbia 

Habitat and 

Monitoring 

Program 

(CHaMP) 

NOAA Implement through 2014 in a phased-in or incremental 

approach as described  in Programmatic Issue #2. This 

includes implementing through at least FY 2012 only in a 

subset of watersheds as described in the programmatic 

recommendation. Sponsor to further develop the habitat 

monitoring and evaluation elements, including the analytical 

methods, as described in Programmatic Issue #2 and do so in 

collaboration with the ISRP and the Council as well as habitat 

monitoring and evaluation partners. 

TBD 
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November 27, 2012 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO: Fish and Wildlife Committee Members  

 

FROM: Lynn Palensky, Program Development Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Update on Sturgeon Plan as follow up to the RME/Artificial Production Category 

Review  

 

In the final programmatic recommendations (Issue #7) for the sturgeon projects in the RME/AP 

review, the Council called for the “development of a comprehensive management plan for white 

sturgeon through a collaborative effort involving currently funded projects” and submission to the 

Independent Science Review Panel (ISRP) for review.  The primary team working on the 

document consists of Tom Rien (Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife), Blaine Parker 

(Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission) and Brad James (Washington Department of 

Fish and Wildlife).  Now referred to as the Columbia River Basin White Sturgeon Framework, 

the team believes the Framework will be ready for ISRP and public review after the January 

2013 Council meeting and asks that the request for comments come from the Council. 

 

At the July 2012 Fish and Wildlife Committee meeting, the sturgeon team presented an update 

on the Columbia River Basin White Sturgeon Framework development.  At that time, the team 

anticipated completion of the final draft in October/November timeframe.  The need to develop 

this with a broad array of partners required additional time for completion.  By having the 

Council make the request for manager and public comments concurrent to the ISRP review, it 

should help increase attention to the document.   

 

The plan will serve to summarize and synthesize the large volume of active sturgeon research 

monitoring, and management efforts on a basinwide scale; provide information specific to 

individual management units; and provide a regional goals for conservation, management, 

restoration, and mitigation activities.  Information is drawn from existing sturgeon planning 

documents and input from several workshops. The next Pacific NW sturgeon workshop is 

scheduled for late March 2013.  The timing of the reviews and the workshop works well with the 

schedule for our program amendment process.  This document could lay the foundation for 

additional sturgeon-specific program recommendations.  


