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MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members
FROM: Steve Crow
SUBJECT: Briefing by Washington Governor Jay Inslee

We hope that Governor Inslee will be able to appear before the Council in Seattle, but at
the packet deadline we haven’t been able to confirm his acceptance of our invitation.
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About Jay

Jay Inslee is a fifth-generation Washingtonian who grew up in the Seattle area. His father,
Frank, was a high school teacher and coach. His mother worked as a sales clerk at Sears &
Roebuck. Jay worked his way through college and graduated from the University of

Washington with a degree in economics before earning his law degree at Willamette University.

He and his wife, Trudi, then moved to Selah where Jay worked as a prosecutor and they raised
their three sons.

Jay first became involved in public service in 1985 when he and Trudi helped lead the effort to
build a new public high school in Selah. Motivated to fight against proposed funding cuts for
rural schools, Jay went on to represent the 14th Legislative District in the state House of
Representatives. He continued serving communities in the Yakima Valley when he was elected
to Congress in 1992. The Inslees later moved back to the Puget Sound area where Jay was
elected to Congress in 1998, serving until 2012.

During his time in Congress, Jay became known as a forward-thinking leader, especially on
issues of clean energy and the environment. He co-wrote a book, “Apollo's Fire: Igniting
America's Clean-Energy Economy,” about the job-creating potential of the clean tech industry.
As governor, Jay's top priority is growing Washington's innovative industries such as clean
energy, IT and life sciences, and strengthening existing industries such as aerospace,
agriculture, maritime and military.

To grow these industries, Jay knows we must strengthen our schools so we can better equip our
children to compete for these good-paying jobs. And we must bring a new culture of efficiency
and performance to state government to more efficiently serve the people and businesses
throughout Washington state.
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Jay and Trudi are proud grandparents to two toddlers. Besides writing and illustrating books for
his grandchildren and sketching scenes from around Washington, Jay is an avid cyclist and
charter member of Hoopaholics.
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