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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Council Members 
 
FROM:  John Harrison 
  Information Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  Presentation regarding the 2014 Columbia River Basin conference, 

which will be co-hosted by the Council and the Columbia Basin Trust, 
October 21-23 in Spokane. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council and the Columbia Basin Trust have had a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) to designate liaisons and pursue projects of mutual interest since 2000. 
Consistent with MOU, the Council and Trust developed a work plan. One recent 
addition to the work plan is to present a conference on the future of the Columbia River 
in its transboundary, international dimensions. Staff of the Trust and Council began 
developing the conference last year. This work included appointing an oversight 
committee to develop the conference agenda. At this meeting, the co-chairs of the 
committee, former Trust Chair Gary Merkel and former Council Chair Larry Cassidy, 
and the current liaisons of our two agencies, Council Vice Chair Jennifer Anders and 
David Raven, a member of the Trust Board of Directors and the Mayor of Revelstoke, 
BC, will update the Council on work to date. 
 
The conference website is: www.columbiabasin-2014conference.org. 
 
The oversight committee, which had its first meeting in January, will develop the 
conference agenda based on the following areas of interest identified by the Council 
and the Trust: 

• The management of transboundary fish (including anadromous and resident 
species) and wildlife, and associated habitats; 

• Science and policy issues, including water quality, subbasin/watershed planning; 
• International water governance arrangements including the Columbia River 

Treaty; 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/
http://www.columbiabasin-2014conference.org/


• Energy issues including long-term plans for generation, alternative energy, and 
efficiency measures; 

• Climate change-related impacts on Columbia River water resources and resulting 
impacts on communities, ecosystems, the economy, and hydropower generation; 

• Interests and issues of First Nations/Tribes; 
• Youth engagement; 
• Columbia Basin arts, culture, and history. 

 
The conference will be organized around plenary and breakout sessions focused on 
discussions and solutions. Invited facilitators and presentations by scientists, policy-
makers, and energy experts representing the perspectives of state, provincial, federal, 
and tribal/First Nation governments, and stakeholder/interest groups will lead the 
discussions. As well, innovative interactive workshops will be used to encourage 
participants to actively explore a wide range of technical, environmental, and community 
issues. The conference also may include field trips to highlight specific successful 
initiatives in the Spokane area. 
 
The conference follows on four previous international transboundary Columbia River 
conferences convened by the Council and the Trust. These were held in 1994 in 
Victoria, 1998 in Castlegar, 2002 in Spokane, and 2006 in Castlegar. 
 
enclosure 
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