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MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members
FROM: Lynn Palensky

SUBJECT: Submission of final Columbia Basin White Sturgeon Planning Framework

The planning team for the Columbia Basin White Sturgeon Planning Framework has
completed the final framework document in response to the qualifications set forth in the
recommendations for the four sturgeon projects (see table below) reviewed in the
Research Monitoring, Evaluation (RME/AP) category review. The core planning team
members include Blaine Parker (Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission), Tom
Rien (Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife), and Brad James (Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife). With science review and regional review and input,
the team submits the framework to the Council to fulfill programmatic issue
recommendations (Issue #7) for the sturgeon projects in the RME/AP review.

No action is required by the Council at this time. Planning team members will provide
an overview of the document, expectations and next steps. However, this document will
be important in guiding future work to protect and restore white sturgeon in the basin.
The Council also will consider this document in the program amendment process based
on recommendations received.

198605000 | White Sturgeon Mitigation and Oregon Department Of Fish
Restoration in the Lower Columbia and Wildlife (ODFW)

and Snake Rivers
200715500 | Develop a Master Plan for a Rearing Columbia River Inter-Tribal
Facility to Enhance Selected Fish Commission (CRITFC)
Populations of White Sturgeon in the
Columbia River Basin

200845500 | Sturgeon Management Yakama Nation
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http://www.nwcouncil.org/

200850400 | Sturgeon Genetics Columbia River Inter-Tribal
Fish Commission (CRITFC)

Background

In the final 2011 programmatic recommendations (Issue #7) for the sturgeon projects in
the RME/AP review (table above), the Council called for the “development of a
comprehensive management plan for white sturgeon through a collaborative effort
involving currently funded projects” and submission to the Independent Science Review
Panel (ISRP) for review. The draft framework was developed and serves to summarize
and synthesize the large volume of active sturgeon research monitoring and
management efforts on a basinwide scale; provide information specific to individual
management units; and provide regional goals for conservation, management,
restoration, and mitigation activities. In March 2013, the Council solicited regional
review and comments on the draft framework concurrent with the ISRP review, at the
team’s request. The team then incorporated ISRP and regional/public comments into
the final framework submitted at this meeting.

Connection to the program amendment process

The Council received many recommendations related to sturgeon and the framework.
Council members will see those recommendations reflected in the draft program
language for consideration. The recommendations vary slightly, but the majority called
for the planning framework to be adopted and included in the program in some fashion,
either as a program appendix or as a chapter within the mainstem plan, or by simply
pulling in the recommendations for restoration and recovery into the program. Either
way, the framework represents a comprehensive body of knowledge on white sturgeon
in the Columbia River Basin and will help guide future work to protect and restore
sturgeon.
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