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September 9, 2015 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Council members 
 
FROM: Jeff Allen, Idaho staff  
 
SUBJECT: Presentation on the historic Ceremonial Chinook Fishery held on the 

Duck Valley Reservation by the Shoshone-Paiute Tribe 
 

Buster Gibson, Vice Chairman of the Duck Valley Shoshone-Paiute Tribe, Jinwon 
Seo, Fish and Wildlife Director, Shoshone-Paiute Tribe, and Sam Sharr, Anadromous 
Fish Coordinator, Idaho Department of Fish and Game, will share information about the 
adult spring chinook ceremonial fishery that was held on the East Fork Owyhee River, 
Nevada, beginning May 28, 2015 and extending into July 2015. 
 

This was an unprecedented historic event that offered an opportunity for tribal 
members and their families to participate in an adult Chinook salmon fishery in waters 
on their reservation lands for the first time in 87 years. Μany tribal members and their 
families, including tribal youth, actively participated in this event. It is hoped that this 
type of tribal ceremonial fishery, in collaboration with IDFG and others, can continue on 
a yearly basis into the future. 
 
 PROPOSED ACTION: None required 
 
SIGNIFICANCE: BUDGETARY/ECONOMIC IMPACTS 
  
None. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 

This fishery is an example of a collaborative approach among IDFG, SPT, and 
others, including advice on weir design and placement, and sharing ideas in a spear 
and fishing technique class offered by members of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribe of the 
Fort Hall Reservation. 
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Duck Valley Indian Reservation

• Established on April 16, 1877

• Located on Idaho/Nevada border

- Owyhee County, ID (50.2%)

- Elko County, NV (49.8%)

- Total land area: 450.391 mile2

• Deemed sufficient to provide 

ample fish and wildlife resources 

for subsistence



Columbia and Snake River basins



Bruneau and Owyhee Subbasins

 Southernmost drainages to Columbia River

 Historic runs of anadromous1 salmonids

 Salmon and steelhead were a significant part of 

tribal culture

 Used for subsistence as well as trade goods

 Identified by NPCC2 (1995) as “blocked area”

1
Anadromous: migrating up streams/rivers from the sea to spawn

2
NPCC: Northwest Power and Conservation Council



Major dams in the basins



Dam Construction

 Owyhee Dam – completed in 1932 (began 1928)

 Brownlee Dam - completed in 1958

 Oxbow Dam – completed in 1961

 Hells Canyon Dam – completed in 1967

Owyhee Dam Brownlee Dam Oxbow Dam Hells Canyon Dam



Background

 2011 - Initial discussions with IDFG

 2013 - Feasibility Study

 2014 - Initial proposal bolstered by negotiations 

with ID Power’s FERC relicensing for Hells 

Canyon Complex 

 IDFG expresses tentative support for proposal

- Request for preliminary details for potential 

reintroduction

 Steelhead likely, Chinook salmon questionable



Background (continued)

 Dec. 2014 - Contacted Paul Kline & Peter 

Hassemer in IDFG for further discussion

 Jan. 8, 2015 - Conference call with IDFG 

 Feb~Apr, 2015 – Provide IDFG with preliminary 

implementation proposal

- Identify specific river reach        - Blocking weirs

- Tribal fishers only, by Tribal Ordinance

- Emphasis on use of traditional fishing methods

- Focus on restoration of traditional culture and 

ceremonies



Feasibility Study

 Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund project

- confirmed the existence of significant carrying 

capacity in the East Fork Owyhee River
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Upstream 

Picket weir 
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Site Selection

 6.8 mile river reach selected

- Based upon habitat parameters

Water quality

Habitat types, diversity

Cover

 Access

- safely accommodate dual axle, 

fish transport truck

Owyhee, NV

Elko, NV



Location of upstream picket weir



Location of downstream picket weir

Lower site for salmon release (Summit Creek)



Middle site for salmon release (Fawn Creek)



Upper site for salmon release (Tall trees)



Picket Weirs

 Design borrowed from the Shoshone-Bannock 

Tribes - not commercially available

 Custom fabrication contracted with local Boise 

metal shop 

 Panels - 10'×3', ~125# each, link together

 Pickets - 10' aluminum electrical conduit

 Cost - ~$950/panel



Water temperature 13.3 °C
Dissolved Oxygen 10.73 mg/L

Set up picket weirs





Traditional Fishing Methods

 Fishing spears, gill nets, fish weirs

- spears were preferred tools

 Spear-making workshop

- training provided by Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 

and Sho-Pai Tribes Fish, Wildlife, & Parks Dept. 

- 65 people attended, many youth

- on site instruction

- hands-on demonstration







Chinook Salmon Release

 First fish ceremony, and blessing, held at initial 

release site - well attended by community

 IDFG provided transport from Hells Canyon Dam

- ~300 miles 

- 199 adult Chinook salmon

- 14 pound average

- 3 sites, ~66 Chinook/site
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