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MEMORANDUM
TO: Council Members
FROM: Jennifer Light and Garrett Herndon
SUBJECT: Regional Technical Forum 2017 Annual Report
BACKGROUND:
Presenter.  Jennifer Light and Garrett Herndon
Summary: The Regional Technical Forum (RTF) submits its 2017 Annual Report to
the Council as a means to inform Council members of the activities
undertaken by the RTF over the course of the previous year, and to
provide an update of ongoing work to date in the current calendar year. In
2017, the RTF continued to foster regional collaboration, refine its core
functions, and investigate where it will be most useful next.
This past year the RTF improved its existing work products and advanced
new ones. The RTF updated a number of its analyses in response to the
latest data and evolving program needs. Examples of this were updates to
residential lighting measures as federal standards shifted future potential
savings estimates, and as market data came to light that better informed
these estimates. Additionally this past year the RTF put forward measures
responsive to shifting program methods, such as a measure for non-
residential lighting delivered through midstream channels.
Moreover, 2017 was a year marked by improved transparency and
communication efforts for the RTF. The RTF made a conscious effort this
past year to publish more articles for public consumption, easing the
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explanation of complex concepts often employed at the RTF, and allowing
more opportunity for additional context of RTF decision making.
Additionally, the RTF published a number of foundational informational
videos on the web to introduce a broader audience to the RTF’s work.
These efforts are essential to the RTF remaining a transparent and public
resource for the region that is fueled by stakeholder participation.

The RTF also made great strides in advancing an improved understanding
of new concepts for the organization in 2017. The year marked the
continuation of an effort spurred from the Seventh Power Plan to examine
the quality of capacity savings calculations from RTF measures. The RTF,
working with a contractor, developed a framework for evaluating these
calculations and the load shapes that they depend on, and a series of
memos detailing these evaluations were started. Also, the RTF examined
its potential role with regards to demand response, investigating where it
could serve to provide the most value to the region. Going forward, the
RTF looks to build upon this work and continue to act as a valuable
resource to stakeholders across the northwest.

Relevance: The RTF is an advisory committee to the Council, funded by Bonneville,
Energy Trust of Oregon, regional utilities, and Council in-kind support.

Workplan:  A.1.4. Conservation, Continue to lead the Regional Technical Forum and
engage in the development and approval of measure savings estimates
and protocols.

Background: Per its charter, the RTF is required to publish an Annual Report by mid-
year. The 2017 Annual Report provides work highlights and financials for
the 2017 calendar year. It also provides a preview of progress made to
date in 2018. The annual report will be provided to the Council at its June
meeting and made available on the RTF website.
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Formation of the RTF
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About the RTF

= Composed of individuals with technical expertise in planning,
implementation, and evaluation

= Creates estimates used in program planning and evaluation through
non-biased expertise, public processes, and transparent methods

= |s data driven and develops work products in response to regional
interest and need

= Conducts annual survey of regional conservation progress from
regional efficiency efforts
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Annual Report Overview

Highlights from 2017

= Reviewing measure suite to determine the reliability of our capacity
benefit estimates

= Enhancing measure library in concert with market research
= Improving RTF transparency through new platforms

Progress in 2018
= Development of new measures
= Ensuring symmetrical treatment of costs and benefits
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The Capacity Contribution of Efficiency

Seventh Plan, ANLYS-10: Include reliability of capacity savings estimates
in RTF guidelines.

Reviewed all
measures against
framework in
2018

Developed
framework for
rating load
shapes in 2017

Developed
recommendation
memos in 2018

Public comment
period until July 6
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Shifting Nature of Programs

_____________________________

= Many RTF measures support downstream
programs

= As utilities shift to midstream approaches, ZZIZIIIIIIIIITEETIIIIIIIIT
RTF has evolved its measure suite

= Midstream measures:

= Require greater judgment around where
efficiency ends up

= Benefit from improved understanding of the

market \

= Addition of Market Analysis Subcommittee
supports this shift
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Enhanced Communications

= Enhanced website for providing What exactly do you mean by baseline?
access to RTF analysis RTF Conduit Ed, Week 4
= Created news items to highlight
noteworthy measures or To Begin with:
analysis . Lo / *._
= Developed materials for Tl

communicating highly technical i
analysis to a broader audience ==
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Enhanced Communications
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2017 Year End Financials

$2,000,000
$2,568
$1,800,000 $113,632
$1,600,000
Remaining
$1,400,000 . .
xisting Measure Maintenance
M Existing M Maint
$1,200,000 B New Measure Development
Standardization of Analysis
$1,000,000
M Tool Development
$800,000 Regional Coordination
B Website and RCP
$600,000 Member Support
$400,000 I . — § RTF Management
$200,000
. 1IN I ]

Budget Obligated to Contracts Spent in Contracts
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New Measures in 2018

= Significant portion of measures Measures Updated in 2018
approved in 2018 are new

= Measures cover: residential,
commercial, agricultural, and
small/rural

= Planning to address more new
measures, including work on
measuring savings from whole
building approaches

m Existing Measures New Measures

Northwest Power and
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Ensuring Consistent Measure Analysis

= Updated Operative Guidelines

which provide clarity on RTF

analysis approach

Avoided Energy Call’_i:;:,:nd
= Planning to conduct a systematic _— m——
review of all measures to ensure Capacity
symmetrical treatment of costs et Program Adrmin
and benefits Non nery ey
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2018 Work Plan Status

$2,000,000
$1,800,000
$336,795
$1,600,000
Remaining
$1,400,000
B Existing Measure Review
$1,200,000 B New Measure Development
Standardization of Analysis
$1,000,000
B Tool Development
$800,000 Regional Coordination
B Website and RCP
$600,000 Member Support
$400,000 ® RTF Manager
$200,000
&
Budget Obligated to Contracts
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