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October 2, 2019 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Fish and Wildlife Committee members 
 
FROM: Lynn Palensky 
 
SUBJECT: International Year of the Salmon – Announcement of Workshop 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Lynn Palensky 
 
Summary: Staff will brief the Council on the upcoming International Year of the 

Salmon (IYS) events and discuss possible opportunities for Council 
involvement.  

 
Relevance: The IYS is a multi-year outreach and research initiative of the North 

Pacific Anadromous Fisheries Commission (NPAFC) and the North 
Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization (NASCO). The IYS convenes 
salmon experts from across the globe to present on and discuss emerging 
scientific topics related to salmonids, with an emphasis on survival in the 
marine environment. The IYS has six primary themes that relate to many 
of our Program strategies: (1) status of salmon; (2) salmon in a changing 
“salmosphere”; (3) new frontiers; (4) human dimension; (5) information 
systems; and (6) outreach and communication. The IYS aims to 
encourage research and leave a legacy of knowledge, information 
systems, research/analytical tools, and a new generation of scientists 
better equipped to provide timely advice to inform rational management of 
salmon. Council involvement with this initiative and participation in 
workshops may help advance our understanding of salmon science and 
how to improve strategies and measures in the Program.   

http://www.nwcouncil.org/


Workplan:  These efforts relate to Fish and Wildlife Program measures under the 
Public Engagement, Plume and Nearshore Ocean, and Climate Change 
strategies. 

 
Background: The Secretariats of both the Pacific and Atlantic commissions are 

responsible for management of the IYS initiative and the organizing 
committee. The 27th annual NPAFC meeting and the 2nd IYS three-day 
science workshop is being held in Portland in May 2019. Topic sessions 
include: 1) current status of salmon and their environments; 2) salmon in 
changing ocean conditions; and 3) new technologies/integrated 
information systems for salmon research and management.  

 
The North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) is an inter-
governmental organization established by the Convention for the 
Conservation of Anadromous Stocks in the North Pacific Ocean, which 
took effect in 1993. The objective of the Commission is to promote the 
conservation of anadromous stocks (Pacific salmon and steelhead trout) 
in the Convention Area which includes the international waters of the 
North Pacific Ocean and its adjacent seas north of 33° North (generally 
north of L.A.) beyond the 200-mile zone of the coastal states. The NPAFC 
member countries include Canada, Japan, Korea, the Russian Federation 
and the United States.  

 
 
More Info:   
 
International Year of the Salmon background brochure (Attachment) 
 
International Year of the Salmon Opening Announcement (Oct 11, 2018 Vancouver BC) 
 
Second NPAFC-IYS Workshop - Salmon Ocean Ecology in a Changing Climate: 

May 18-20, 2019, Portland, OR.  First Announcement and Call for Papers 
 
 
 

 

https://nwcouncil.box.com/s/qgxqjfpx81y5xxvk19699c7ardrd6vr5
https://nwcouncil.box.com/s/b3988ao73q1jt77nah4d5zam9rr4xa0y
https://nwcouncil.box.com/s/zt1rmkwe4ljvrlfi2nesfae2o9m5qcc2
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North Pacific Anadromous Fish 
Commission



Purpose:

To promote the conservation of anadromous 
stocks in Convention Area.

Members:

Canada, Japan, Korea, Russia, and United States

Anadromous Stocks: 

Chum, Pink, Coho, Sockeye, Chinook, Cherry, 
Steelhead

Area:

North Pacific and adjacent seas, north of 33 
degrees and beyond 200-miles coastal zones



Convention for the Conservation of Anadromous Stocks 
in the North Pacific Ocean

signed February 1992; effective February 1993.



VISION: SALMON AND PEOPLE ARE 
RESILIENT IN A CHANGING WORLD
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• The IYS is a hemispheric-wide 
partnership (a partnership across the 
“salmosphere”)

• Intense burst of outreach and research 
IYS will fill knowledge gaps and catalyze 
new ways to generate and share 
knowledge

• IYS hopes to inspire a legacy of a well-
informed community of decision 
makers to establish the conditions 
necessary for the resilience of salmon 
and people in an uncertain future



TIMELINE
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2016-2018: 
Setting the 

Stage

Fall 2018: 
Opening 
Events

2019: 
IYS 

Focal Year

2020-2023: 
Wrap-Up

OUTREACH

North Pacific 
IYS 

Secretariat

NASCO 
Secretariat

North Pacific 
Steering 

Committee

North 
Atlantic 
Steering 

Committee

IYS 
Coordinating 
Committee

IYS GOVERNANCE

May 2019
Mtg in 
Portland
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