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McDermott, Director, Puget Sound and Columbia Basin, American Rivers,
Michael Garrity, WDFW Columbia River/Water Policy Manager

It has now been ten years since negotiations began on the Yakima Basin
Integrated Plan (YBIP) and six years since YBIP was ratified by the
Washington State Legislature. Earlier this year, federal authorization for
the first phase of YBIP became law as well. YBIP, which aims to
significantly improve both Yakima Basin water supply reliability and fish
populations, has benefitted from an unusually broad coalition including the
Yakama Nation, local irrigation districts, local counties, conservation
organizations, and numerous federal and state agencies including the
Bureau of Reclamation, NOAA Fisheries, Washington Department of
Ecology, and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife. YBIP projects
draw from seven different elements, including water supply, water
conservation, fish passage, structural and operational improvements,
habitat and watershed protection and enhancement, water markets, and
groundwater storage. Two key participants in YBIP, Urban Eberhart of the
Kittitas Reclamation District in the Ellensburg area, and Wendy McDermott
of American Rivers, will provide brief background on YBIP and an update
on recent legislative and on-the-ground progress, including a major fish
passage project underway at Cle Elum Reservoir.

503-222-5161
800-452-5161
Fax: 503-820-2370

Steve Crow
Executive Director


http://www.nwcouncil.org/
http://www.nwcouncil.org/

More Info: Yakima Basin Integrated Plan: https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-
Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-
projects/Yakima-integrated-plan



https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-projects/Yakima-integrated-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-projects/Yakima-integrated-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-projects/Yakima-integrated-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-projects/Yakima-integrated-plan
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-supply/Water-supply-projects-EW/Yakima-River-Basin-projects/Yakima-integrated-plan

