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December 8, 2020 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Council Members 
 
FROM:  Leann Bleakney, energy policy analyst 

Oregon office 
 
SUBJECT: Presentation by the Oregon Dept. of Energy 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter: Alan Zelenka, Division Administrator, Planning and Innovation Division 
 Adam Schultz, Senior Policy Analyst, Planning and Innovation Division 
 Oregon Dept. of Energy  
 
Summary: Messrs. Zelenka and Schultz will appear before the Council to describe 

the department’s Biennial Energy Report, referred to as the BER. This is 
the second time staff has appeared. In 2018, Messrs. Zelenka and Schultz 
described to the power committee the report and its comprehensive 
review of energy resources, policies, trends, and forecasts, and what they 
mean for the state of Oregon.   

 
Relevance: The mission of the Oregon Department of Energy is to help Oregonians 

make informed decisions and maintain a resilient and affordable energy 
system. The department advances solutions to shape an equitable clean 
energy transition, protect the environment and public health, and 
responsibly balance energy needs and impacts for current and future 
generations. 

 
Workplan:   
 
Background:  The BER can be found on the department’s web site at: 

https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/ber 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/
https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/ber
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2020 Biennial Energy Report
Alan Zelenka & Adam Schultz

December 16, 2020
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OREGON DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
Leading Oregon to a safe, equitable, clean, and sustainable energy future.

The Oregon Department of Energy helps Oregonians make informed decisions and 
maintain a resilient and affordable energy system. We advance solutions to shape an 
equitable clean energy transition, protect the environment and public health, and 
responsibly balance energy needs and impacts for current and future generations.

On behalf of Oregonians across the state, the Oregon Department of Energy achieves its 
mission by providing:

• ​​A Central Repository of Energy Data, Information, and Analysis
• A Venue for Problem-Solving Oregon's Energy Challenges
• Energy Education and Technical Assistance
• Regulation and Oversight
• Energy Programs and Activities

O u r  

M i s s i o n

W h a t  

W e  D o
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2020 BIENNIAL ENERGY REPORT

https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/ber
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• BER Sections Overview:

• Energy By the Numbers

• Energy History Timeline

• Energy 101

• Resource and Technology 
Reviews

• Policy Briefs

• Coming Soon!

• Q&A

Agenda
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Oregon’s overall and sector-
based energy use, energy 
production and generation, 
and energy expenditures. 

Data and metrics track how 
Oregon produces, purchases, 
and uses various types of 
energy.

Energy 

by the 

Numbers
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 1

Numbers are in trillions of British thermal units (Btus)

Oregon’s Energy Flow
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 8

*

*Not adjusted for inflation.
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 44 *Not adjusted for inflation.

*
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 45

2020 Goal

2050 Goal
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Energy by the Numbers | Pages 9-10
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Energy by the Numbers | Page 37

Percentage of Oregon Households Considered Energy Burdened and 
Earning 200 Percent or Below Federal Poverty Level by County
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The timeline of Oregon’s 
energy history is meant to 
serve as a useful reference 
for readers as they review 
sections of the Energy 
Report, especially for 
energy data over time.

History 

Timeline

https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Data-and-Reports/Documents/2020-BER-Energy-History.pdf
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History Timeline | Page 4
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History Timeline | Page 15
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This section is intended to 
help the reader 
understand the first part of 
the energy story: how 
energy is produced, used, 
and transformed.

Energy 

101
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Resource

Adequacy

Energy 101 | Page 71

▪ What is Resource Adequacy?

▪ Why is it important?

▪ Who evaluates it?

▪ Who ensures an adequate power system?
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Clean Energy

Standards

Energy 101 | Page 77, 82
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Energy 

Facility Siting 

& Permitting

Energy 101 | Page 50
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Renewable energy project 
primary permitting 
jurisdictional thresholds

Energy 101 | Page 57
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Codes & 

Standards

Energy 101 | Page 132
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Includes definitions, sample bills, and more.

Energy 101 | Page 86, 90

Energy Bill 

Basics
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The reviews in this section 
cover the spectrum of 
traditional to innovative –
and demonstrate the 
breadth of technology that is 
integral to the production 
and management of our 
energy system.

Resource & 

Technology 

Reviews



23

Hydropower

Technology & Resource Reviews | Pages 1-2

In 2018, hydropower 
accounted for 55.3% of 
electric generation in Oregon 
and 43.3% of consumption 
after accounting for exports.
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Residential 

Energy 

Storage

Technology & Resource Reviews | Pages 46-48
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Small 

Modular 

Reactors

Design Illustration of 

NuScale Power Modular 

Reactor

Technology & Resource Reviews | Pages 54-56
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Power-to-Gas

Technology & Resource Reviews | Page 102



27

This section provides 
deeper-dive insights on 
emerging energy trends, 
opportunities, and barriers 
in the energy sector.

Policy Briefs
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Climate

Update

Policy Briefs | Page 3, 6  
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Climate

Update

Policy Briefs | Page 11, 13

Overview of counties and cities in 
Oregon taking location climate action.
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Energy 

Efficiency 

Policy

Update

Policy Briefs | Page 243

Oregon has landed among the top 10 most energy efficient states for 13 
years in a row, according to ACEEE. In 2019, Oregon ranked ninth. 



31

COVID-19 

and Energy

Policy Briefs | Page 208, 215

Some Oregon utilities have taken action in the wake of the COVID-

19 outbreak:

• Waiving fees for disconnections and reconnections.

• Waiving the accrual and collection of late payment fees, 

interest, and penalties.

• Increasing the duration and flexibility for payment 

arrangements to pay off past due balances.

• Creating new relief funds offering bill credits to customers who 

have lost income due to the pandemic.

• Assisting business customers in applying for federal COVID-19 

aid.

• Relaxing eligibility conditions for equal payment plans. 

• Refunding security deposits or applying them to utility bills.

• Easing paperwork requirements to qualify for energy assistance 

programs and medical certification.
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Agriculture  

and Energy

Policy Briefs | Page 54, 59
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Equity & 

Renewable 

Energy

Policy Briefs | Page 223, 224, 232



COMING SOON

34
https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/ber

Web-Friendly Version
In addition to PDFs of the report, ODOE will have a web-friendly version 
with report highlights.

2021 Road Show
We’ll kick off a virtual “road show” in 2021 with a series of ODOE-hosted 
webinars that offer deeper-dives into the report. ODOE staff are also 
available to attend community and organization meetings to present.

Convening Conversations
The report will serve as a starting point to hear from Oregonians about 
what they want the state’s energy future to look like – and how we’ll get 
there.
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Questions/Comments?

RESOURCES:

Repor t  on l ine:  energy in fo .oregon.gov/ber

ODOE’s  webs i te :  www.oregon.gov/energy

Contact  us/ request  a  presentat ion:  

odoe.powerappspor ta l s .us / ber -comment/

https://energyinfo.oregon.gov/
http://www.oregon.gov/energy
https://odoe.powerappsportals.us/ber-comment/
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