Q.

=

Gilliam County Soil and Water Conservation District
PO Box 106, 333 S. Main St. — Condon, OR 97823 — Phone (541) 384-2672 x109

Henry Lorenzen, Chair April 18, 2016
Northwest Power and Conservation Council

851 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1100

Portland, OR 97204-1348

hlorenzen@nwcouncil.org

RE: Support for the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs John Day River Watershed
Restoration Strategy (Project #2007-397-00).

Dear Mr. Lorenzen,

The Gilliam SWCD would like to provide comment and support for the Tribes’ John Day
River Watershed Restoration Strategy. Over the last decade we have built a strong partnership
with the Tribes for the planning, coordination and implementation of natural resource
restoration projects in the Lower John Day Basin. The financial and technical assistance
provided by BPA via the Tribes, through the cooperative nature of the Tribes’ John Day field
staff, has been a key component of seeing on the ground restoration being made a reality.

The Tribes’ John Day River Watershed Restoration Strategy serves as an excellent guide
for the Tribes’ activities within the John Day Basin. Further, | appreciate that the Tribes built
such a document to allow implementers like the Gilliam County Soil and Water Conservation
District to have guidance when applying for funding through the Tribes’ review process. Having
a transparent and defined prioritization and decision making process builds trust in the
mechanisms employed for distributing restoration funding throughout the John Day Basin. The
document also serves as reference material for submissions to other funders. Much of the
work we do within our District is not impacted by the Strategy document, but it is always nice
to have it available when we work with the Tribes.

As a member of the Stakeholder TAC, the Gilliam SWCD was offered significant
opportunity to provide input into the document’s development. The Lower John Day Sub-Basin
is often forgotten about by State and Federal agencies during their planning processes, so it is
wonderful to have a management entity seek out and incorporate our local knowledge into a
large scale strategy document.

The Tribes’ Strategy is a usable, common sense driven document which provides
excellent guidance for anyone seeking to partner with the Tribes or to participate in their
funding process.
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Kendra Coles, NPCC, kcoles@nwcouncil.org
Erik Merrill, NPCC, emerrill@nwcouncil.org
Amy Charette, CTWSRO, amy.charette@ctwsbnr.org

Helping you help the world!



