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[bookmark: _GoBack]Charter of the Regional Technical Forum of the
Northwest Power and Conservation Council
Official Designation: This advisory committee will be known as the Pacific Northwest Electric Power and Conservation Planning Council's Regional Technical Forum.
1. Background: In 1995, the Bonneville Power Administration (Bonneville) began to shift responsibility for financing and acquiring conservation savings to its utility customers to reduce Bonneville's costs and to allow utilities to better tailor their conservation programs to local situations. Congress recognized that this shift would likely result in a more diversified approach to conservation acquisition across the region. Consequently, in 1996 Congress directed Bonneville and the Northwest Power Planning Council (Council) to convene a regional technical forum to develop standardized protocols for verifying and evaluating conservation savings and to ensure that the region continues to meet the Council’s targets for securing cost-effective conservation. Congress further recommended that the forum's membership include individuals with technical expertise in conservation program planning, implementation, and evaluation and that the forum’s services be made available to all utilities in the Northwest.
The 1996 Comprehensive Review of the Northwest Energy System (Comprehensive Review) recommended that the technical forum should, in addition to the Congressional directives, track conservation and renewable resource goals and provide feedback and suggestions for improving the effectiveness of conservation and renewable resource development programs in the region. The Comprehensive Review also recommended that the forum review the region's progress toward meeting its conservation and renewable resource goals at least every five years and communicate to appropriate decision-makers any resulting recommendations for improving the effectiveness of the region’s conservation and renewable resource programs.
In February 1999, Bonneville’s Administrator requested the Council also task the forum with providing specific recommendations to Bonneville to assist it in implementing a conservation and renewable rate discount.
The Pacific Northwest Electric Power Planning and Conservation Act (Act), P.L. 96-501, 16 U.S.C. 839 et seq. in Section 4 authorizes the Council to “. establish such other voluntary advisory committees as it determines are necessary or appropriate to assist it in carrying out its functions and responsibilities . ". In April 1999, the Council voted to charter the Regional Technical Forum (RTF) as an advisory committee to the Council.
In 2010, recognizing the growing scale and importance of the RTF’s work in the region, the Northwest Energy Efficiency Taskforce (NEET) recommended that the scope and operations of the RTF be reevaluated. This revised charter addresses issues raised during the RTF reevaluation process.
2. Authority: The RTF is established as part of a network of advisory committees satisfying the Council's obligation under the Act to establish a Scientific and Statistical Advisory Committee. (Section 4(c)(11)).
3. Objectives and Scope of Activity: 
Consistent with the Congressional directive calling for the establishment of a regional technical forum and the 2010 recommendations from the NEET Review, the RTF shall advise the Council during the development and implementation of its power plan by: 
1. Developing and maintaining a readily accessible list of eligible conservation resources, the estimated lifetime costs and savings associated with those resources, and the estimated regional power system value associated with those savings;  
1. Establishing a process for updating the list of eligible conservation resources as technology and standard practices change, and an appeals process through which utilities, trade allies, and customers can demonstrate that different savings and value estimates should apply;
1. Developing a set of protocols by which the savings and system value of  conservation resources should be estimated with a process for applying the protocols to existing or new measures;
1. Assisting the Council in assessing: 1) the current performance, cost and availability of new conservation technologies and measures; 2) technology development trends; and 3) the effect of these trends on the future performance, cost and availability of new conservation resources;
1. Tracking regional progress toward the achievement of the region's conservation targets by collecting and reporting on regional research findings and energy savings annually.

In carrying out the above responsibilities, the RTF shall develop annual work plans and multi-year business plans. Additionally, the RTF shall make budget recommendations to the Council based on the RTF work plans. The Council shall be responsible for approving the RTF’s work plans and budget, along with any significant modifications the RTF may make to the work plans or budget throughout the course of the fiscal year.
4. Official to Whom the Advisory Committee Reports: The Regional Technical Forum will report to the Executive Director of the Council.
5. Authority of the Advisory Committee: The Regional Technical Forum will serve in an advisory capacity only. Neither the Regional Technical Forum nor members who are not also members of the Council staff are authorized to make statements or commitments on behalf of the Council.
6. Estimated Annual Operating Costs in Dollars and Staff Time: The RTF budget recommended to the Council for approval will be based on work plans that are approved by the Council with input from the RTF Policy Advisory Committee. RTF funders include Bonneville Power Administration, investor-owned utilities, the Energy Trust of Oregon, customer-owned utilities and other organizations within and without the region. In addition, the Council contributes staff support and management to the RTF.
7. Appointment of Advisory Committee Members and Staff: 
Voting Members. Approximately every three years, the Council, in consultation with the Chair of the Power Committee and Director of the Power Division, will appoint the RTF's voting members. In appointing members, the Council will ensure that membership is fairly balanced in terms of technical expertise, sector experience, technology focus, policy experience and institutional experience. The process for nomination and selection of RTF voting members shall be described in the RTF bylaws.	Comment by Jennifer Anziano: A question was raised around whether doing this once every three years is appropriate, or whether it would be better to only turn over 1/3 of the membership every three years. The core interests are:
 Ensuring some continuity on the RTF
Ensuring a mix of expertise
Dealing with attrition through the three years
The state utility regulatory commissions from Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington shall be offered the opportunity to participate as Ex Officio non-voting members of the RTF or to serve as voting members at their discretion.
The RTF shall have a minimum of twenty (20) and a maximum of thirty (30) voting members.
Non-voting Members. The Director of the Council’s Power Division, in consultation with the Chair of the Power Committee, may appoint corresponding members, ex officio members, and interested parties as non-voting members of the RTF.
Staff. The Director of the Council's Power Division will designate members of the Council's staff to attend meetings of the RTF and serve as staff to the RTF.
8. Rules:  The advisory committee rules approved and adopted by the Council on March 17, 1982, as amended from time to time, will apply to the RTF.
The RTF shall develop bylaws and amend them from time to time. Adoption or amendment of bylaws requires the affirmative vote of a two-thirds majority of the voting members of the RTF and Council approval.
The RTF may also develop and publish an operations manual if experience demonstrates such a document would promote the RTF’s goals and objectives.
9. Chair: 
(A) The Council, in consultation with the Chair of the Power Committee and Director of the Power Division shall appoint a RTF Chair.
   
(B) The Chair may be called upon to report to the Executive Director of the Council on appropriate matters, including the RTF’s progress on its work plan and responsibilities.

(C) The Chair will preside over RTF meetings, ensure that detailed minutes of such meetings are prepared and submitted to the Executive Director of the Council in a timely manner, and maintain communication between the RTF and the Council and the RTF Policy Advisory Committee as necessary.

(D)  The Chair is a voting member of the RTF. The Chair shall vote only in cases where his/her vote will affect the result, i.e. the Chair can vote either to cause or to block the attainment of the necessary sixty percent or two-thirds vote.

10. Vice-Chair: 

(A) The Council, in consultation with the Chair of the Power Committee and Director of the Power Division shall appoint a RTF Vice-Chair.
  
(B) The Vice-Chair will perform the duties of the Chair of the Regional Technical Forum in the absence of that Chair and such other duties as the Chair may assign.

(C) The Vice-Chair is a voting member of the RTF.

11. Voting:  
The affirmative vote of at least sixty (60) percent of the Voting Members participating in a vote but no less than forty (40) percent of the total number of RTF Voting Members shall be the act of the committee unless a different number is required by law, the RTF charter, or the bylaws.
Proxies shall not be allowed.
A Voting Member may abstain from a vote. An abstention will not be counted as either a “yes” or “no” vote. A member who abstains from a vote is not counted as “participating in a vote.”  
“Voting Members” are persons appointed by the Council pursuant to Section 7 of this charter.
The RTF shall abide by the RTF Conflicts of Interest Policy at all times.


12. Meetings: 
Regular Meetings. The Chair of the RTF, after consultation with the Director of the Power Planning Division, or his designee, will call meetings as necessary. It is estimated that RTF meetings will occur at approximately monthly intervals.
The RTF will provide remote access to its meetings through such means as live webinars and/or conference calls. In recognition of the inherent difference between in-person and remote attendance, RTF meetings will be conducted in a manner that facilitates active engagement and participation by remote access attendees.
Special Meetings. Special meetings may be called by the RTF Chair. RTF members may request the RTF Chair call a special meeting.
Public Meetings. All meetings will be open to the public, unless closed pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552b(c). Timely notice of meetings, including agendas, will be made. Interested persons may attend RTF meetings and appear before or file statements with the RTF, subject to such reasonable rules as the Council may prescribe.
13. Duration: The RTF will serve as a standing advisory committee to the Council, unless terminated in accordance with the Federal Advisory Committee Act.
14. Amendment:  This Charter may only be amended with the approval of two-thirds of the Voting Members of the RTF and subsequent Council approval.
This revised Charter for the RTF was approved and adopted at a duly noticed meeting of the Northwest Power and Conservation Council on March 10, 2015 in Eugene, Oregon.
~
Chair
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